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PREFACE. 


With a confiderable degree of anxiety the author 
at length delivers to the public candour the greatfcft 
labour of his life. 

The plan of this virork being in fome refpeds new, 
jt may not be unneceflary to indicate the caufes of the 
arrangement. The charadters of the monarchs are 
delineated at the commencement, not at the clofe, of 
ii.cir reigns; becaiife in the molt eminent hiftorical 
pi >dudlions, when other perfonages afeend the feene, 
they are thus introduced, and recommended to the 
reader’s attention, as he becomes more interefted in 
tlie events by a previous acquaintance with the adtors. 
In the other mode the mind feems to feel fome defedt 
in gratification, fome defire to reperufe the reign, in 
order to mark its correfpondence with the charadler: 
nor can any juft caufe be afiigned why the princes 
lliould, in this refpedt, be diftinguilhed from the 
other chief perfonages. Nor is the private perfonal 
charadter of a monarch always to be difeerned in the 
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public fortunes of his fovereignty, often the machina¬ 
tions of minifters and parties, though it doubtlefs 
have fuch influence as to deferve great attention; and 
modern hiftory not permitting fuch variety of rhetoric 
and digreflion, as the ancient claflical models, afFoiJ. 
it becomes the more important to prefervc its legal 
wealth unviolated, and to diverfify the chronicle of 
wars and treaties by ethic portraiture, by delineations 
of meiv and manners. Yet in this arrangement of 
the characters it becomes indifpenfable, that the reign 
be firft compofed with complete candour, from the 
moll genuine and unbiafled fources, and meditated in 
all its relations of time, place, and circumftances, 
before a juft eftimate can be prefixed. 

Another novelty is the RetrofpeCt, interpofed at 
appropriated eix)chs, of the ftate of the country in 
civilization, government, laws, taClics, agriculture, 
commerce, literature, and the arts, during a preceding 
period. The claflical page of hiftory, from the age 
of Herodotus to the lateft voice of expiring Rome, is 
illuminated with fuch refearches, though commonly 
prefented in the form of digreffions; but they are 
certainly deferving of a feparate and peculiar nich in 
the temple of memory. At the fame time it would 
be ralli too far to depart from the models venerated 
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by the wifdom of ages; or to forget that the prefer- 
vation of national events is the allotted province of 
hiftory. Thefe fketches muft therefore be kept in 
due fubfervience to the main defign, leaft by an in¬ 
judicious exuberance of extraneous matter the very 
nature and name of hiftory perifti; and the grandeft 
records of human inftrudlion, the moft pleafing pages 
of general entertainment, become cumbrous volumes 
of reference, chained to the groaning ftielves .of libia- 
ries. Sufficiently difficult, if performed with a diie 
fenfe of its importance, is the talk of the hiftorian; 
and he needs little to encroach on other departments 
of fcience, upon which for him to dilate would be as 
abfurd as if he wore to give the natural hiftory of the 
animals, and plants, of a kingdom. But wlicn rc- 
ftrided within proper bounds, and in fomc imitation 
of claffical practice, thefe Iketches may be regarded as 
not only among the moft inftrudlive and intcrefting 
parts of hiftory, but as an agreeable variety and re¬ 
lief from the lefs diverfified feries of modern events. 
The author was happy to find that his ideas oji this 
topic completely correfponded with thofe of the late 
Mr. Gibbon, who was pleafed warmly to exprefs his ap¬ 
probation of this part of the plan, of its arrangement, 
and of the fpace allotted to it, as calculated, not to 
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encumber and opprefs the genuine province of hiftory, 
but to variegate, enliven, and adorn 

In the important and interefting divifion of Scotifli 
hiftory, now before the reader, no pioneer had arife/i 
to clear the way ; and the author Ibon found that the 
careleflhefs and inaccuracy, with which it had been 
treated, exceeded any previous expedation he could 
have formed. Scarce a ftep could be advanced, with¬ 
out fome doubt ariling in fadt, or in chronology, fo 
that the information of a paragraph is often the labour 
of a diflertation. The moft fkillful will be the firft 
to pardon any miftakes that may remain; and the 
candour of all is requefted for an attempt derived 
from fo many new fources, fo many manufeript mate¬ 
rials, that after every care, and attention, not a few 
errors may have efcaped notice. 

Had the author’s abilities been equal to his ambition, 
it was his objed and wifli, to have rendered the work 


* Thefe remarks may, at the tame time, anfwcr the queflion, wliy 
Dr. Henry’s plan was not followed: and as little w'oiild the author, though he 
warmly venerate the mutual- benefits of the union, be difpofed to imitate his 
example, in finking the hiftory of an independent, and moft memorable, king¬ 
dom, in that of a great neighbouring ftate; an injudicious mixture, produftivc 
of perplexity and confufion, while clear ideas can only be attained by feparate 
and diftindl views of their hiftory and antiquities. 
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fo complete a model of modem hiftory, fo perfpicuows) 
intcrefting, various, animated, and elegant, as to merit 
general approbation, as to appear on the toilette as 
well as in the library: while at the fame time, the 
events, chronology, references, and appendixes, fliould 
prefent an exadlnefs impenetrable by the fliarpeft fpear 
of the Iterneft antiquary. Vain hopes! His lefs fan- 
guine expedlations may yet claim the humble merits 
of patience and labour, the nurfeS not the parents of 
genius—may defeend from the impervious mountains 
of ability into the vale of accuracy. Yet even accuracy is 
not the meaneft merit of the hiftoiian, though to attain 
it foraewhat too much may perhaps be found to be here 
facrificed,- in minute notes from diplomatic refources : 
but in exenfe the reader will remember that this par¬ 
ticular divifion of the Scotifli hiftory had never before 
been attempted by any writer yerfed in common au¬ 
thentication, while Sir David Dairymple. Dr. Robertfon, 
and other learned and able authors, have minutely il- 
luftrated the preceding and fucceeding periods. Such 
notes are not indeed interefting to the general reader, 
but they occupy little (pace—and the learned will not 
blame even a fuperftitious regard to accuracy and il- 
luftration, where much confufion and obfeurity had 
before prevailed; nor can the author be juftly cenfured 
for the cruel neceflity of being his own pioneer, of 
VOL. I. A proceeding 
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proceeding as in an American foreft> with moil cautious 
Heps through the fwamps, and earneftly clearing his 
way amid the brambles and thickets of perplexity and 
error. 

Not to mention the innumerable new materials ufed 
in the various reigns^ that of James Y, in particular, 
is almoft wholly compo&d from the original letters of 
the chief aflors; and is perhaps the firil attempt of the 
kind in any language, a few references, to fuch docu¬ 
ments having hitherto fatisfied the ambitiPP; of truth 
and accuracy. On a conqarifon with proq^ng aq^ 
counts, the reader will judgo how the modern 
hiilory of all ilates might be vaifLefh, and,improved, 
by fuch a plan; and how: many, grofs er^s remainin 
the moft celebrated pages of hdftory. The talk is in¬ 
deed laborious, but what ,is. tempor^y labour when 
compared with eternal truth i, 

It is a trite remark that an,hiftorian.,fliould belong 
to no fedt, and no partywith whatever feverity and 
modeily he may eilimate his efforts, ffill his labours, 
however humble, mull in their very nature appeal to 
pofterity; and to pollute his pages with the fadlion of 
the day, would be to violate his own dignity, and re- 
jedl his heft reward. This work, begun long before 
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that change i^hSch pi^titea opinibrisf^d^^ 

cx>mnk)tibiis in ‘Eititipe, T^as tbrnpleted in S lilent in- 
attentieMi-^ 'feem; and every fentimerit'^'ould have 
been the fame, if the publication had taken place ten' 
years ago. 

' Amid times bf lingula^ difficulty, amid obje<5ts of 
far fuperior importance,' IhouM thefe vbluni'es be re¬ 
ceived with favour, it would be the iauthbr’s ambiticm 
to complete his defign, by compolihg bn the fkme 
plan the Hiftory Of Scotlahd^ from the carlieft accounts 
to the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart. In twenty-four 
books, comprized in two fimilar volurnesj for the do¬ 
cuments being more rare the divifions would be more 
brief, he would arrange the materials contained in his 
Enquiry into the early part, and the fucceeding Annals 
of Lord Hailes, with numerous important additions and 
illuftrations. The materials for this part are nearly 
complete; and it would give the author great fatisfac- 
tion to be encouraged in prefentirig at length an au¬ 
thentic and legitimate hiftory of his country, difen- 
cumbered from thofe clouds of fable arid error, which 
have fo long eKpofed it to negledl or contempt. 

From the reign of Mary to the union of the crowns, 
and of the kingdoms, fo much has been done, that 

A 2 little 



PREFACE. 


little it would feem remains for future labour. Yet the 
untouched manufcript materials might occupy two or 
three years in the perufal; and perhaps not a few dif- 
covcries might be made by indefatigable affiduity. The 
heft form of fuch a work might be, one decade of 
hiftory to the union of the crowns, and one of annals 
to that of the kingdoms: any fucceeding events might 
appear in a chronological abftradt, at fufficicnt length 
to accompany the general hiftory of a kingdom. 

It only remains to admonifli the reader, before he 
proceed to the perufal of this work, that the letter O, 
prefixed to a reference, implies that the paper is the 
Original, either written or figned, fealed or didlated, by 
the party; and that C is the mark of a Copy, generally 
contemporary, always ancient. 
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BOOK I. 

CONTAINING THE REIGN OF ROBERT li. 


MO, 




Canjiderations m the atctJJtoU ef the Hbufe ef Stuart^ and its 
Jiate at the time—-charadleir of tiobiH II—claim of Deuglas — 
tranfaBions tvHh Ftetnce dnd England—parliament—tvar 
xJcith England-^Berwick taken ahd retaken—expedition of 
Nottingham — incurfons — thite—Lartcajltr in Scotland — 
league with France—parllatrieHt—Fteneh ttoaps arrive — 
ivith England—expedition of Richard II—Scots attack En¬ 
gland—battle tf Qtterburn—Fife regent—truce—death of 
Robert. 


T he accefliojii of the family of Stuart to the Scotifh throne 
deferves the particular attehtibri of the hiftorian. Among 
the many families, which have held the regal feeptre in the 
various kingdoms of Europe, none have been hailed with equal 
applaufe, none have encountered equal amtttdity. This houfe 
being at the head of afFarr^, when many violent effefvefcences 
of party arole, the Ibber voice of candour has been drowned 
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in the tumult of numerous partilans. Truth has fighed when 
the beheld all the weeds of obloquy, and all the flowers of‘ 
praife, heaped upon the fame monument. 

But the period is at length arrived, when the violence both 
of religious, and of political, party was to fuffer a confiderable 
abatements. When univerlal right of conlcience fliall order 
governments to refrain from the private buflnefs of the bofom; 
and lhall render even the name of toleration ridiculous by tearing 
down, the veil, which obfeured the moft facred prerogatives of 
mankind. When the interefted aims of antiquated parties were 
to become objedls of equal negleft to enlightened nations, who 
began to fee that one party alone could ferve them, an union 
of the people againft their corrupters and oppreflbrs. 

There is a gloomy bigotry in the fpirit of party which is 
inimical ^ realbn, and which clouds the funfliine of the mind. 
Abfurdity becomes as contagious as a peftilence; and many 
tenets are objeds of belief becaufe they are impradlicable to 
argument. Hence we ceafe to wonder when we behold the 
human charafter, fo variable in itfelf, and fo liable to every 
alteration of time and circumftance, fuppofed to be conftant 
and immutable in one family only. To the jaundiced eye of 
party the whole Houfe of Stuart became, as it were, one teft of 
political and religious opinion. Inftead of granting, according 
to the didates of reafon and of fad, that the monarchs of that 
illuftrious family were as various in their charaders, and condud, 
as thofe of any other genealogy, and country, failion has been 
fo abfurd as to form them into one houfe of fame, or difpraife. 
One charader alone may indeed be aferibed to the whole fa¬ 
mily, in the facred term of unfortunate: and their proverbial 
misforttines as often contradid the political maxim, that want 
of fuccefs is but another expreflion for defed of prudence, as 
they confirm the rigorous obfervation. If one other general 
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remark be allowed, it muft be, that moft of the princes of this 1371 
family were better qualified for the enjoyments and elegancies 
of private life, than for the toil and dazzling buftle of royalty; 
and had little of that tyrannic fplcndor which pleal'cs the people 
lb much, becaule they regard tlie monarch as the public repre- 
feutative, and exult w hen he Ihews his fpirit by trampling upon 
them. A mild Ibvereign may receive the appellation of a 
tv rant, from his yielding fome prerogatives,. and thus railing 
hope and refentment becaule he concedes not more; jvliile, 
with equal injuftice, a defpot may lecure popular applaule, 
becaule his royal fpirit preferves the tyranny in pure and un¬ 
corrupted pomp. To confirm this obfervation let the houfes 
of Tudor and of Stuart be compared. But after thele prepa¬ 
ratory remarks, it is now proper to return to the immediate 
courfe of the narration. 

The Iceptre of Scotland palTed to the family of Stuart at an 
Unfortunate period for the acceding progeny. Inftead of a 
new Ibvereign who might intereft the wilhes of the nation, by 
the amiable and Iplendid promiles of youth, or excite its con¬ 
fidence and ambition by the Heady fpirit of middle age, the 
reins of government fell into a hand trembling under the weight 
of years. 

hi order to enable the reader to form juft ideas concerning 
this important event, it becomes neceflary to explain, as briefly 
as poflible, the origin, and progrefe, of the family of Stuart; 
and its a6hial condition when it afeended the Scotilh throne. 

The fables of adulation have now palled away, and it is 
acknowledged that we have no certain evidence concerning 
this family, till the reign of David I, when Walter the fou of 
Alan appears as Steward * of Scotland: and there is room to 

believe 

* Dapifer, a term fynonymous with Semfchatcus, in France as in Scotland: 

Du Cange voce Sencfchalcus. The derivation of the latter word is not clear; 
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1371 beUeve that thi$ geoeabgical appelktion points to the iK)blo 
^ and ancient Enghfli family of Fite Alan. Walter was liic-i 
ceeded in his. high office by Alan his Ion; who. was followed 
by the £eK:ond Walter. No adion worthy of the hiftoric page 
is authentically recorded of thefe three: and the moft important 
UjJtelHgence, which we can obtain from their charters, is the 
fitiiation of their lands; which were chiefly in that weftern 
promontory, waihed by the fertile and pifturefi^ue river Clyde, 
and now c^ed the fliire of Renfrew, then, and fince, the 
territory of the fanady, and power, of the Stewards*. A 
higher fate awaited Alexander, the fourth Steward of Scotland, 
who. united the adjacent ifland of Bute to his patrimoniy bT 
nutrrying the beimfe; for in the year 1255, he appears among 
the great nobles, who oppofed the exorbitant power of the 
Comyns; and, three years after, is mentioned, as. one of the 

fctalc is a feiivant; Mm/thakvf is the femnt had the charge of the horfes^ 
but, Sene or Senet remains unexplained: it may be from fern to fee» as infpeflor ; 
or from fe^en a banner, (fee Lye Di£t. Anglofax.) perhaps it is allied to fene.- 
ftantia, convivium, Du C. But the moft- plauflble etymology feems to arife 
UamSenn, a chief herdfman, Semitm, a herd, {Scheueizer lXer Mp. I, 49,; as 
the wealth of early times confi^ of herds and flocks. Th^ office is evidiefit; 
it was not only the chief of the houihold, but its power, from the confldence, 
acqiurcd by that llatioh, extended to the colle&ion and management of the re¬ 
venue ; to the adminiftration of juftice; and even to the chief direAion in war. 
During the reigns of the firft race of France, the Stewards are claflW after the 
bjihops and counts: in. the dme of the iccond race they foUove the Cmitet 
Palatii: about the year 980 they fucceeded to the extin^iihed office of Mayors 
of the Palace. But the power was in France found too vaft for a fubjed; and 
in 1191 the dignity and emoluments began to be referred to the crown. The 
office was gradually fubdivided into tfaofe of Great Mefler of the Houfliold^ 
Conilable or commander in chief,, and High Juftidaiy.. Du CSnge, ib.. 

* Crawford's Hiftory of the fliire of Renfrew, and of the Houfe of Stuart, 
Edin. 1710, folio, Paifley 1782, 410. Stewart's Genealogical account of the 
Stuarts, Edin. 1739, 4to. For the origin of the family confult alfo the remarks 
of lord Hailes, Anoals.I, 358. 
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^regents of Scotland, during the minority of Alexander III; 1371 
and, in 1263, he commanded the Scotifh army at the conteft'**'^^ 
with the Norwegians near Largs’. James, the next High 
Steward, was alfo a regent of Scotland after the unbippy death 
of Alexander III; (hared the fame of Wallace in defence of 
his country, but foon abandoned him; dien refumcd the cha- 
rafter and exertions of a patriot, and had the merit of being 
excepted in the amnefty of Edward 1 . His age alone (eems 
to have reftrained him from affiftiiig the early patriotic endea^- 
vours of Robert I, for he died in 1309^ after a life of (ixty fix 
years ♦. 

But the profperous fortunes of this houiie moved in a yet 
higher progrefs, when Walter, the fixth High Steward, ftrength- 
cned and adorned his country. One of the heroes who divided 
the danger, and the glory, at Bannoebum, his youthful courage, 
and tried fidelity, were, the following year, rewarded with the 
krgeft gift which a fubje6I could receive, in his marriage with 
the only daughter of his fovereign. His valour, and his abi¬ 
lities, were confirmed in the public efteem by the defence ai 
Berwick, and by his government of die kingdomrin conjun6)ion 
with Douglas: and his early death was lamented by a grateful 
people *. Robert, the feventh High' Steward, was the only 

* Ciawf. 12. Stewart, 50. Dalrymple’s Annals. 1255, 1258. For thfe 
battle of Largs, Fordun II, 98, who flyies the leader Alexander Stuart of 
Dundonald, great grandfun of Walter the hrft Steward, and grandfather of 
Walter who married Marjory daughter of Robert I. Winton ms. 587, fays 
the. king commanded in perfon. The Norwegian accounts are filcnt concerning 
the Scotifh general. Crawford erroneoufly quotes Fordun, as afferting that the 
Steward was killed in the coiiflid: by Stewart’s account, drawn from Sympfon’s 
Houfe of Stuart, Edin. 1712, 8vo, and Abcrcromby I, 451, he died in 1283, 
aged 69, 

* Crawf. 13—23. Stewart, 51. Dalrymple’s Annals 1286,1297, * 3 o 3 »&c* 

* Crawf. 23—25. Stewart, 52—54. Dalrymplc, VoL U, paffim. He 
died in 1326. Dalr. II, 116. 
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1371 ilTuc of Walter and the princefs; and to him the crown of 
Scotland was deftined to devolve. Diftinguithed in early youth 
by his condud at the battle of Malidon, by his decifive exertions 
againft Edward Baliol; by the lingular praife of being appointed, 
in conjundion with Murray, gm'^ernor of Scotland, at the age 
of eighteen, he did not afterwards frulfrate the general ex- 
pedation I'wice foie governor of a fierce and high fpirited 
nation, he confirmed the claim of his birth by the tenor of his 
adHon^: and he afterwards afeended the throne, fully experi¬ 
enced in the duties of obedience, and the arts of command. 

The adual ftate of the family, when it became royal, claims 
our next attention. Rewards for fucceflive fervices of import¬ 
ance, and the dower of the princely bride, had encreafed the 
pofleffions of the Stuarts to a great number, and extent, in 
various regions, both in the wellern and eaftern parts of Scot¬ 
land ^ Had the territories of Douglas been as detached as 
thole of Stuart, that name had never become formidable to 
the crown: but chance, and not defign, feems to have prefided 
in this diftant allotment. The title, and office, of High Steward 
had fucceeded, in France, to the fupremacy of the Mairs of 
the Palace : and in that, and other, countries were foon found 
too lofty for the ambition of a fubjeft: hence it is not matter 
of fnrprize that no territorial dignity was annexed to this dif- 
tindion, till the year 1359, when the earldom of Strathern 
devolv ing into the hands of David II, was by him conferred 
on Robert, afterwards his fuccefliir *. But, in 1258, Walter, 
a cadet of the family, had become Earl of Mcnteith, by 

® Cravvf. 26. Stewart, 55. Dalr. II, 165, 174, 175. The Steward was 
foie regent 1338—1341, and 1346—1357. Dalr. II, 202, 221. 

Crawf. pailitn. 

* Crawf. 26. Additional Cafe of the Counlefs of Sutherland by Sir D. Dal- 
rpoflc, 1770, p. 55. 
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wedding the heirefs’; and Sir John Stuart of Bonkill, another 1371 
cadet, was by David II created Earl of Angus; and he and'-*"^ 
his heirs held the eftate, while the Dmfravilles of England 
gral'ped at the title for many generationsRobert, the 
Steward, had but one brother. Sir John Stuart of Railftoun, 
the only ilTue of his father’s pofterior marriage with a filler of 
Graham of Abercorn ‘; and this brother lleeps in the lilent 
lhades of heraldry: but the family, by the extent of their 
poifellions and connexions, wanted not power to fupport their 
juft title to the throne. Of all the great Scotilh families that 
of Douglas alone feems to have been equal, and perhaps fu- 
perior, in power. The lucceflbr to the Iceptre was allb for¬ 
tified by a numerous progeny, ready to aflert and to perpetuate 
his claim. By his firft wife, Elizabeth daughter of Sir Adam 
More of Rowallan, he had his fucceflbr John lord of Kyle, 
created Earl of Carrie by David II; Walter earl of Fife; 
Robert, by marrying an heirefs of his own femily, Earl of 
Menteith, afterwards Earl of Fife fikewife, and Duke of Al¬ 
bany ; and Alexander of Badenoch Earl of Buchan: befides 
fix daughters, united to the powerful families of March, Lyon 
of Glamis ’, Hay of Errol, Mac Donald of Hay and the Hies, 
Douglas of Nithfdale, Lindfay of Glenelk. Nor was his 
lecond wife, Euphemia Rols daughter of tlie Earl of Rols, 
unproduftive of additional fupports to his family, in David 
afterwards Earl of Strathern; and Walter lord of Buchan,, 

Karl of Athol and Caithneft, and of Strathern upon his bro¬ 
ther’s death, but to be in a future period branded as the mur- 

• Crawf. II. Stewart, 49. Sutherland Cafe, 14—18.. 

* Crawf. 13. Stewart, 150. Sutherland Cafe, ii. 

* Crawf. 25. Stewart, 54, 

• In the fccond year of this reign the Thanage of Glamis was granted to Jofin 
Lyon; the rtUvium loL. Scotftarvet’s Calendars, Harl. 4609, f. 109. 
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1^71 derer of James I; and in four daughters, thecldcf of whom 
afterwards wedded James earl of Douglas; while the three 
others were joined to Keith a fon of the marlhal, and two 
knights Logan and Swinton *. The attachment of Robert to 
the fair fex alio appeared from his natural iflue by his concu¬ 
bines, among which fix Tons are noted by gencalogifts; and 
the Stuarts of Bute, Cairney, and others, are of their de* 
feendants It was certainly fortunate for the acceding family 
that it pofiefifed fiich internal ftrength at this crifis; but this 
chance was overbalanced by peculiar diiadvantagea. 

The King was advanced to his fifty fifth year ®; and the 
weakneis of his reign iuffickntly tcilifies that age began, and 
ctnitinued, to freeze abilities, which had formerly flowed in a 
dear and cr^ious fbeatn. His eldefl; fon and heir, the Earl 
of Carrie, had been maimed by a horfe % and was lame and 
weak in body, and of no power of intelled. A perfonal de* 
fornuty, winch Oken aroufes fuperior fpirit in an iivdividual, is 
pernicious to prkc^ in whom not a defied, but a fuperiority, 
of dignky is matter of a general expedation, fo deeply rooted 
in our nature, that favage nations often appoint their fovereignS 
only fijom fuperior perfonal appearance. This remark mult 
alsfo be applied to Robert II himfelf, whofe eyes, disfigured by 
iBoflamcmarioni, diigufled the behddeia'. Humanity would 

pafs 


♦ Crawf. 28—30. Stewart 56—58. 

’ CrawL 30, 31. Stewart 58—60, “ Bel chevalier ctdt, et avoit unze 
fili," fays Froiflhrt of Robert IT. Tome I, f. v. 256, edit. 1^18. 

• He was born on the 2d of March 1316. Dalf. II, 65. 

* Fordun II, 414. The rebelGeiur fteedi belonged to Sir James £)buglas of 
Dalkeith, “ Johannes Comes de Carrib, ex peresffione equi Dbmini Jacobi 
Douglas de Dalkeith, quafi claudus clFedus.’’ 

FmiSkrt II, f. *77; The ws ffib. R’eg. r8 E 1, reads, *• Or fen vint le 
roy Robei!t<L’Ek;adM;,qui efloit ung grant ben'hmnoie, tf tout ungs-'roo^ yeulx 
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pafs fuch topics, did not fo much of human hiftory depend on 1371 
the flighteft qualities, or defedb of princes. w>r— 

The perfon of Robert II was however large and majeftic 
The qualities of his mind it is difficult to mark with precifion. 

The difeafe of his eyes feems to have induced a defire of pri¬ 
vacy, and age a propenfity to indolence, and the indolent are 
always ruled by thofe around them. War he Ihunncd, and 
declined the laborious office of a general; but the leaders whom 
he appointed were well chofen and fuccefsful. In the, more 
difficult and more truly glorious arts of peace, he is intitled to 
confiderable praife- The terrors of juftice he knew how to 
deal impartially to the guilty, while he opened every gate of 
protedtion to the innocent. His actions proceeded in a folid 
and rational tenor; and his promtie was the exa6I ftandard of 
his performance. Internal difeords his equity appeafed; and 
though his own age, and the infirmity of the apparent heir, 
rendered his reign feeble, yet his wiidom prevented it from 
being imfortunate. In a word he is little known to hiftoiy, 
becaule he was a good king, and a good man. 

Upon the death of David II the ftates of the kingdom af* Feb. 
fembled at Lithgow; and their determination appeared una¬ 
nimous m the appointment of Robert as (ucceiTor to the vacant 
throne'. But a fudden cloud aroie, which threatened all the 
ftorms of civil war. William Earl of Douglas unexpededly 
claimed the crown, as uniting in himfelf the dubious preten- 
fions of Comyn, and the folid title of Baliol. Yet the claim 
was no fooner made than withdrawn. Our elder hiftorians. 
aflert that the ftrong interefts of the Earls of Dunbar and 

rebrachies, ils fctnbloient de cindal.” They were red like fandal-wood; hence 
his vulgar epithet of blear eye, or watery eyes. Dalr. II, *79; but wigs is 
not one, fee the GiofT. du Roman de la Rofe. 

* Fordun, II, jSj. ■ Foidun, II, 382. 
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x^-i Murray, and the yet ftronger of Sir Robert Erikine, kcepei ot 
■—the caftles of Dunbarton, Edinburgh, and Stirling, appearing 
decided for the Steward, induced Douglas to rcfign his cx- 
peftation; while the hiftorian of the houle of Douglas afcribes 
the defertion of the claim to its own friends \ Pretcniious, 
which now ftrike us vague or ufurpative, might not wear that 
appearance in an age when the rights of fuccclllon were fluc¬ 
tuating and undetermined. But prudence certainly did not 
confpire with ambition upon this- occalion, for no pre^ ions 
concert appears, no conciliation of intcreft; and the claim can 
only be recommended as a fubje6l of fpcculation. Had Robert f 
united his houfe to that of Douglas, the prol'perity of Scotland 
might perhaps have been more ample under a family that, 
though flibje£l, ihewed a regal fpirit; that in war boalds a 
genealogy of heroes; and that happened to have few of thofc 
minorities, which harraflTcd the kingdom under the Stuarts: 
but in the more uleful honours of peace the latter family leeni 
to have been far fuperior, and by their merit alone better dc- 
fcr\ cd the feeptre. 

Robert, attended by the ftates, proceeded to Scone, w here he 
M;udi was crowned with the ufual ceremonies ’; and, to fettle tlic 
fucceflion, a folemn.aft was pafl'od by the king and Ihite*.?, de¬ 
claring John Earl of Carrie, and Steward of Scotland, un- 

* Foriliin, II, 382. Winton ms. 818. Hume’s houfe of Douglas, I, 
i6o—163. 

^ roulun, II, 383, fays on the 25(h March; but the ms. Records 4to, in 
the St:;tc Pa|H‘r Olhcc, hx tlic 26tli March, and add ih:it Landcl bifliop of St. 
Aiidicws otiiciaud. Next day the hlng, fitting “ fuper niontem dc Scone," on 
ilic moot-hill of Scone, accoriling to cuitom received the homage of the hilltops 
and peers; among the latter arc oiily enunterated John ear! ol Carrie Steward 
of Scotland, William carl of Douglas, the carls of Strathern, Mar, and Men- 
leith. All paid homage, and took oath of fidelity, except the bifhop of Duu- 
bl.inc, and Archibald Douglas, who only took the oath. tbid. fol. 58. 
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Joubtcd and apparent heir of the kingdom*. To eoneiliate 
Diniglas, his cldell Ion was honoured with the hand of' lOu- 
phemia, the King’s daughter: and to procure time ai\d oppor¬ 
tunity to win the public confidence, before engaging in difficult 
and important affairs, it was relolvcd rcligi<Hilly to obferv c the 
truce concluded with England, two years before, for the term 
of fourteen years, and the ffated payments due for the ranfian 
of the preceding monarch b At the fame lime, in order to 
con\ ince I*'ranee that a change of politics had Itappcned upon 
thcacceffion of the new family, the treaty with that country 
was renewed; and it was f'pecially ftipulated that, in cafe of 
a competition for the Scotifh crown, the King of France Ihould June 
withfland any hhiglifh' influence, and Ihould lupport the deter¬ 
mination of the ffates of Scotland 

Another 


* Extract of this ait, Ahercr. II, 165. Tlte ail irfclf. Hay’s Vind. of El. 
More, p. 115. On the 3d of the cnfiiing May, in a privy council Jield at Edin¬ 
burgh, (prefent bilhop of St. Andrews, carls Douglas and Carrie, Byggar the 
chancellor. Sir Robert Erflcine chamberlain, James Douglas, Hugh dc J'iglin- 
ton, John Lyon keeper of the privy feal,} orders were ifliied concerning (he 
royal bonfehold, domains, and caftlcs, “ per modiim qui in alio Regiftro, faclo 
fiipcr ordinationibus cl failis lalibns non perpetnis, continetur.” 410 Rcgiflcr, 
fol. V. 58. The prefervation of this invaluable volume leads us deeply to regret 
the lofs of the others. 

‘ See fcvcral commiffions, and acquittances, of 1371 and 1372, in the 410 
Rcgiltcr, fol. 32—35. 

* Eordun, H, 392—395: this chapter is tranfpofed, but Bowar, the arranger 
of Eordun's materials, is a bad ch’ronoioger, a charge incident to all our hillorians 
including Buchanan. 

Fordiin gives a tranflation of the treaty in latin. A copy of the French ori¬ 
ginal may be feen in the 410 Rcgiltcr, fol. 66—68. Robert’s coniniilfion is 
dated at .Scone, 31 March 1371, regni i. The alliance was concluded at Vin¬ 
cennes 30 June 1371; and was ratified by Robert at Edinburgh 28 Ocl. ft is 
remarkable that this treaty bears to be formed wiUt die “ Kois ci rouumc tl Ef- 
'^ occ, ct communaute d'Efcoce.” 
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1371 Another claufe in the fame treaty had efFedls apparently not 
foreleen, and certainly not wiflicd nor intended. It was agreed 
reciprocally that the fubje£ls of the allied powers ihould not 
ferve in the Englifli armies; and different Scotifh men, who 
liad, toward the end of the preceding reign, entered into them, 
in confequence withdrew. This circumftance was confidered 
as an indication of war; and, joined with the jealoufy natu> 
rally arifing from the renewal and amplification of the treaty 
between Scotland and France, induced the Englifh monarch 
to ufe caution and vigilance; and he iffued a mandate to the 
1^72 bifhop of Durham, ordering that all capable of arms, in the 
north of England fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to oppofe- 
any Scotifh invafion 

But to fuch a weakuefs had the illuftrious reign of Edward III 
fallen, and fb difbrdered was the machine of his government, 
that from this period to his death, five years after, it is impoffible 
to pronounce from his difpofition that there was peace, or from 

In the fame Regifter, fol. 68, are preferved the fecret articles, dated 30 June. 
Charles V engages to perfuade the pope to declare the truce between England 
and Scotland void and null; to pay 100,000 nobles towards difeharging the 
ranfom of David, or a larger Ann if necelTary to defray it totally; and the 
100,000 nobles, even if not due, towards the expence of a war with England. 
Before Scotland lhall commence hoftilities, France is to fupply armour for 500 
Scotifli knights and fquires, and for 500 Jargmts^ and' is to pay the wages of this 
thoufand for two years; the knight to have 3 fols, the fquire 18 deniers, the 
archier 9 deniers d’eAerlings a day, all paid by the year in advance. France is 
alfo to fend at her expence 1000 men at arms to Scotland, and to continue the 
fublldy as the war may demand: the payment to commence at Bruges, half a 
year after the rupture of the alliance with England. But Robert, naturally 
addicted to peace, and who faw the impolicy of commencing hoftilities at the 
acccflion of his family to the throne, appears never to have accepted or ratihed 
thefe private articles. 

» Rymer VI, 713. The alfiur of Roxburgh, which happened in 1377, is 
ertoneoufly dated this year by our unchronolt^cal writers. 
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his exertion that there was war, between the two kingdoms. 1373 
The Scotifti king endeavoured to cultivate peace by attentive 
payment of the ranfom, though the Englifli Ibvereign continued 
to deny his title, and only condefeended to ufe that of “ moft 
noble and potent prince our dear Coufin of Scotland;” and 
•when difpofed to war, our adverfary of Scotland*.” But 
in this refpeft a fimilar conduft to the French monarch afforded 
precedent, and confolation. 

In a memorable parliament, held at Scone, committees 2 Mar. 
were, in imitation of the parliament affembled by David II in 
his fortieth year, appointed for the general admin iftration of 
juftice; and lords of the articles were cholen. The chief 
flatutes are, that no affeflbrs be permitted to lit in the royal 
council, that no horfes be fold into England, though cattle and 
Iheep may; money exported is to pay forty pence in the pound. 

No Iherif, ferjand, or wa/V, is to require prefents, or remifllon 
of debt. No mandate againll the common courle of law is to 
be obeyed, under whatever feal it may be iifued. And a long, 
and fevere, ordinance is enabled againll murderers, and their 
abettors '' 

# 

* Rymer VI, 724. VII, 673, &c. 

• 4to Regtiler, fol. v. 58, f. v. 60: the firft reference bears the firft year of 
Robert’s reign, the lail, the fecond; the parliament continuing to iit after the 
26th March, the date of his acceflion. See alfo Skene’s edition of the Aatutes 
of Robert II; but he erroncoufly dates them the 2d of May 1372, inftead of 
the 2d of March. The carl of Carrie, as Steward, or as High Judiciary, was 
fworn to enforce the datutes; and the carh, barons, and burgedes to obferve 
them. Skene, ib. the Rcgider is defedive, two pages being left blank. But 
it prefents curious preliminary notices concerning the committees oS judice, and 
the lords of the articles, confededly appointed in imitation of the parliament 
1370. Some of the burgedes fummoned were abfent, from contumacy,'” or 
rather negleid; a common grievance, which induced James I to order them to 
chufe delegates. 
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1373 The attention of Robert was again dire(Slcd to the fucceflioii 
; ill a parliament held at Scone. It was provided that, fail¬ 
ing John Earl of Carrie and liis heirs, Robert Earl of Fife 
and Menteith, Alexander Lord of Badenoch, David Earl of 
Strathern, and Walter afterwards Earl of Athol, fhould, in 
this order of birth, and their heirs, wear the diadem in cafe 
of the failure of immediate heirlhip in any predeceflbrThis 
a 6 t was prudent in one point of view, as calculated to ftrengthen 
the fucceffion, and guard againft civil war; but, in another, as 
the apparent heir was infirm, and had no children at the time, 
it perhaps lent a fiindlion and fupport to the ambition of the 
fecond Ion, which had Inch violent effedls in the following 
reign. 

A few fucceeding years muft have been peaceful and happy, 
for they fupply no materials to hiftory *. 

1377 But a greater order of affairs opens upon us, when Richard II 
fuccceds to the Englifh throne. Two wars, pregnant with 
various and important events, diflinguifh the latter part of 
the reign of Robert II; and it is the not unufeful province of 
hiftory to delineate hoftilities in particular, as calling forth 
the greateft exertions of charadter and talents, and as lafting 

• Regifter fol. 63, 1373 regni 3; the a£l ftyles them fons of the king, “ ex 
fua prima et fecunda iixoreand, forgetting the foie claim of the houfe of 
Stuart, it (ligmatizes female fuccellion as dangereus. In the fame Regifter, 
fol. V. 63, appears a deed by the earl of Douglas, 26 April 1373, narrating that 
the king had granted him a free-port at North Berwick, but the gift being found 
injurious to others, he abandons it. 

* In the 4to Rcgifter, f. 4, is a notarial copy of an inflrument, Paris 31 Jan, 
* 374 » purporting that as Margaret Logy, calling herfelf queen of Scotland, 
had commenced a procefs at Rome, the French king, on warm remonftrances 
from Robert, engages to dcfire the pope to recall the fentences pronounced. See 
Dalr. Ann. II, 264, whence it appears that the legality of her divorce from 
David II was the queftion. 
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beacons to warn mankind againft the danger of war their 1377 
greateft enemy. v--v— 

An officer of the Earl of March was flain by the Englilh at 
Roxburgh, then in dieir pofleffion; and the Earl, after a vain 
demand of fatisfiidion, attacked, ravaged, and burned the 
town, during a fair, and glutted his followers with flaughter, 
revenge, and fpoil. The Engliih borderers retaliated on the 
lands of Sir John Gordon, who entering England was encoun¬ 
tered by Lilburn, whom after a defperatc affray he defpted 
at Carham Thefe border tumults were at length rendered 
refpedlable by the interference of the Earl of Northumberland. 
Arming ten thoufand men he proceeded to ravage the lands of 
March for three days, and returned with confiderable booty 
Excited by this fuccefs the Northumbrians, under fome infe¬ 
rior leader, invaded the weft marches of Scotland; but met 
with a different reception, few of them efcaping to tell the 
fate of the reft *. And, if we credit an Englifti hiftorian, the 
government of his country, alarmed at this misfortune, font 
Edmund Mortimer Earl of March to treat with the Scots, on 
the uiual day for fettling the difputes of the marches; and the 
truce was renewed with reluftance, and for a fhort time*. 
Commiffions for compromifing thefe diforders were however 
iffued by Richard II, on the twenty feventh day of September 
this year, and on the firft of January following ^ 

The revenge of an individual contributed ftill further t(i 
deftroy any remaining harmony between the two nations. 

* Winton ms. 819, 820. Fordun, II, 383. Walfingham hift. p. 197, and 
Ypodigtna Neuftri®, 136, fixes the date, carelcfsly omitted by the Scotifh com¬ 
piler, whole chronolc^y is confufion itfclf. 

* Waif. ib. Otterbourn, 148. Fordun, 385, lays the Englillj cavalry were 
difperfed in the night by youths armed with rattles, and a rout enfued. 

* Waif. 214. ‘ Waif. 214. * Rymcr VII, 174,183. 
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1378 Mercer a Scptiflunan, commanding a final! fleet of Scotifii 
French and Spanifh veflels, fiiddenly difplayed his motley 
fquadron before Scarborough, and captured forac valuable 
Englifii (hips of merchandize, becaufe that his father, a 
wealthy merchant refiding in France, had been taken at Tea 
by fome Northumbrians, and imprifoned at that place. The. 
father was a man of importance at the French court, efieemed 
by Charles the Wife, and his advice followed in many points 
detrimental to the Englifh, and advantageous to the French, 
conunerce. Walfingham exprefles unafFeifled coiicern that the 
Earl of Northumberland had executed juftice in ibon delivering 
him without ranipm; for, adds he, if he had been ranfomed 
by the common rules ht might have enriched the king, and 
kingdom, with inefiknable wealth*. But though the elder 
Mercer had been delivered. It would a|>pear that his fiups and 
cargo were not; and that retaliation confpired with revenge 
to excite his Ton to this enterprize. The young man, boafiing 
of the exploit, continued to keep the fea, as defying the ma- 
ritim power of England; till John Philpot, a wealthy and 
ingenious merchant of London, fiung with the difgrace offered 
to the commerce of his coun^, fitted out fliips of force pro¬ 
vided with one thou&nd men, raif^ at his own expence, who 
affaulted and took Mercer, his newly acquired prey, and fifteen 
Spanifh fiiips which affified him The Duke of Lancajler, 

' ** Nam fi redemptus fuilTet captivorum more, regem et return ineAima- 
bill pecunia divites eifecillet.'’ p. 212. 

It was apparently on this occaiion that a letter was written to the Englilh 
king, by the earl of Douglas and Mar. It terms John Mercer, ** mon 
hommeand fays he was detained though cad on ihore, contrary to the great 
truce: “ Mr. Thomas Mercer, mon clerk,” is alfo mentimied as captured. 
See it in that treafure of ori^oal pieces, Vefp. F. VII, f. 34. 

» Waif. 213. 
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who fwaycd the councils of the young iMighfti monarch, rather i ^ 5-8 
cheeked than applauded the fpiritof Bhilpot^ and coniniilllnncrs '—— 
were appointed to treat with thoic of Scotland concerning zz 
peace 

It is difficult to difeover the real pretext, or occalion, of the 
captiu'e of the cafile of Berwick hv the Scots this year; and Nia. 
the events of this pc'i iotl arc not a little embroiled bv various and 
difeordant accounts. According to the old Knglilh and Scotilh 

writers, this breach of the truce arofe from the rafhnefs of a 

* 

few borderers ‘; but, if w e believe I'^roifTart, it was the con- 
Icquence of a v\ar, commenced by the dctcrminatloti of the 
Scotifh go^■crnment. '1 his lafl: account we are difpofed to 
follow; and to infer, from the narrative of it’s author, that 
the counlcls of b'rance, w'hich aimed to divert the attention 
of Richard 11 from the ambitious views of his grandfather, 
had a fliare in ftimulating the Scots, already Hung with repeated 
inlults, to regard the dubious truce in the fame light with the 
h'.nglifh, and to break it when it fuited their convenience 
'I'hc French hiftorian informs us, that, by direction of Robert 11, 
and his council, a finall army was ordered to meet on the 
lx)rdeis under the command of Douglas, Murray and Mar. 

While this hoft w'as gradually alTembling, an cfquire, named 
Alexander Ramfay, proceeded with forty companions to Ber- 
w'ick. Sending a fpy to difeover the ftate of the caftle, it was 
found that there was no water m the ditches, and no guard on 
the walls. Ramfay and his followers immediately planted 
ladders, fcaled the walls, and came to the keep, where the 


* Rymcr VII, 206. 

* Waif. 222, 223. Ypod. 136. Otterbourn, 14.8. Fordun, II, 391. 

* Mezeray, Abr. Ill, 98, relates that the Scots now broke the truce with 
England, inftigated by advantages which he mentions., and which correfpond 
with the fecrct articles of 1371. 
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commander was in bed, it being apparently early in the day, 
and he was killed in attempting to efcape. An alarm being 
given the governor of the town ordered the ftop and pillars of 
the drawbridge to be dedroyed; and upon the aflailants finding 
that they could not pafs, the governor and his people Ihouted 

Are you there? Remain where you are. You fhall not 
cfcape without our permiffion.” Ramlay refolved to wait for 
fuccour from the army, for Douglas had already marched from 
Dalkeith to Dunbar 

Meanwhile the Earl of Northumberland fiimmoned his array 
to Berwick; and with ten thoufand men befieged the caftle, 
and began a mine. The Scotifli barons refolved to raife the 
fiege: and Archibald Douglas, a relation of Ramfay, advanced 
with a chofen party; but found the Englilh too numerous, and 
was forced to retire; upon which the caftle was taken by 
aflault, and all the Scots flain, except Ramfay who yielded to 
Lord Percy ^ 

The Earl of Nottingham joined Northumberland, and they 
refolved to fight the Scotifh army if it advanced againft them, 
or, if not, to ravage the fouthern parts of Scotland. A party 
of three hundred lances and as many archers was detached, 
under Mufgrave the governor of Berwick, to Melrofe, while 
tlie reft of the Englifh army advanced to a hamlet near Rox¬ 
burgh where the Scots lay. Mufgrave fent two fquires to 
explore the enemy, who were taken, and difeovered the 
Englifti fituation and defigns; upon which the Scots relblved 
to furprize Mufgrave, and marching immediately arrived near 
Melrofe at midnight; but a tempeft of wind and rain blowing 
in their faces, they could hardly withftand it’s force, and wan- 

* Froiflart, Tome II, fol. v. 6, edit. 1518, 4to. 

* Ibid. f. V. 8. The whole account is compared with the ms. in Bibl. Reg. 
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’dercd from their way. Halting vinder a wood, aii<l making 157S 
fires, they remained till dawn, when the tempeO abated; and,'"*^'^ 
as they were forced to forage, they had lomc Ikirmiihes with 
Mufgrax e’s men who were alike employed; and he determined 
to advance to the right, in order to join the I'inglilh army, but 
the Scots amounting to feven hundred lances, and two thmi- 
limd uncouthly armed, lay in the wood, and intercepted his 
progrefs. A conflift being unavoidable Douglas, according to 
the cuftom of the times, knighted James his fon, and l^ohcrt 
and David, two Tons of the king: the battle was quickly de¬ 
cided ; Archibald Douglas, lighting on foot, and wickling a 
Iword of enormous length W'hich another man could hardly 
have held, made great flaughtcr: Mufgravc, his fon, and many 
knights, and fquires were taken. The Scotilh army retired 
tow'ards Edinburgh with their captives, while Northumberland 
and Nottingham could not purfue them, bccaufe of the tem- 
pefhjous feafon of the year, and were forced tt> return, and 
difmifs their men, while the Scots were rejoicing atid ranfom- 
ing their captives at large turnsSuch is in abhrai!:! the 
account of Froiflart, whofe native limplicitys and particularity 
of detail, lead, whenever he is followed, into fome length of 
narration; but it is hoped, not unpleafing, as it paints the 
fpirit and manners of the times. The Scotifli chronicles im¬ 
pute the defeat and capture of Mufgravc to Sir John Gordon; 
and inform us, that Johnfton, and others, ditlinguithed them- 
felves in tkirmiflies with the Englilh upon the w'^eftern marches 

Though a peftilcnce now raged in England, the Scotilh 1379 
borderers continued their inroads, w'ith the ufual barbarity of 
marauders accuftomed to rapine and cruelty *. 'I'hc embar- 

raliing 


• Froiflart, ib. ’’ Fordun, 11 , 385. Winton, 852. 

• Waif. 234. This hiftorian, warmly prejudiced againfl: the Scots, flyles 
ihcin, “ humaiii generis inimici,’’ and depidis their cruelty in glaring colours. 
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1379 raffing affairs of the Duke of Bretagne the Englifh ally, and 
imJecifion which i'cems to have prevailed in the councils of 
Richard 11 at this period, confpired with the pelfilcncc to 
prevent any exertion to retaliate; as the latter calamity was 
a fuificient barrier againft any important expedition of the 
Scots. 

13^° But in the next year a Scotifh vcfTel, worth feven thoufaiul 
marks, being taken by Knglifh fhips from Hull and Newcaftlc, 
the Scots, enraged at the lols, entered England under the Earl 
of Douglas; and piercing Cumberland and Weftmorcland, drove 
from the foreft of Inglewooti forty thoufand domeftic animals 
of different kinds, which a party condu 6 l:ed to Scotland 
Douglas with twenty thoufand men furrounded the town of 
l^cnrith by night, during a fair; ravaged, and burned it, and 
loaded his army with fpoil. Returning by Carlifle they in¬ 
tended to attack that city, but learning that the northern 
counties of England were armed, and advancing, the Scots 
determined to lecure their prey, with which they were too 
much incumbered to fight with advantage, and continued their 
march to their own country The peftilence had not quite 
abated, and it’s importation revenged the enemy for their lols; 
this being the third great attack of this calamity in Scotland, 
and in which not Icfs tlian one third part of it’s people is laid 
to have perilhed *. 

He fays that they cv«n played at foot-ball with the heads of the flaiighiertd 
Kiiglilh, and left the north of England a defert; (fee alfo the Yptxi. 137.) Tliey 
• airied off even fwinc, an animal formerly always left by them: nor, it may 
be added, are the common people of Scotland yet reconciled to it’s nfe. To 
preferve theinfehes from the plague, which the Englifli faid God in his grace 
had fent for their repentance, the Scots iifed this prayer in their own idiom, 

“ Code and Saint Afungi, Saint Romayn and Saint Andrew, fchield us this day fn 
Goddis grace, and the fcule death that Engli/hmen dien upon." Ib. 

* Waif. 2+9. Oiterb. 152. ’ Ibid. Fordun, 11 ,391. Winton, 823. 

* Fordun, ib. Winton, 825. 
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The Earl of Northumberland meditated an active revcti"e, 
till he was prc\cnted hv an vincxpeded order from the king 
to defer tlie matter to the determination of the next liilemn 
dav for the alfairs of the marches But fifteen himdred 
Knglifh, chlcflv ol‘ Cumberland, advanced into Scotland with 
• fire and fword, till falling into an ambuicadc of five Inmdred 
foes, on difadvantagc.ous ground, many were flain, or drowned 
in the Solway in their flight, and iomc v\ ere made cajitivcs *. 

Happy it is for the two kingdoms, intended by their lituation 
for perpetual union, tliat thole unccafing inroads, dellruCtive 
of cultivation and of trade, and which enriched the ullc and 
the bad at the expence of the good and induflrious, now only 
harrafs the march of the hiftorian ; who lofl, as in the moving 
fands of a defert, fighs for the plealing landfcapc of peace, or 
the grandeur of fome important feene. 

I'he Duke of Lancafler, who managed the councils of his 
fovcrcign, had aflumed the title of King of Caflile; and de¬ 
termined to profccutc his pretenfions to that kingdom, ariiing 
from his marriage with the daughter of Peter the cruel, by 
aflifling the Portugueze againfl the reigning prince It was 
important to his purpofe that a truce fhould be eftabliflicd with 
Scotland, either by the terrors of a decifive war, or by the 
conciliating refpe «9 of an honourable embafly: and he rcfolvcd 
to be himfelf the bearer of both. With a royal commilfion to 
adjuft the terms of peace, and with a formidable army, he 
advanced to the borders of Scotland. This armed ncgociation 
was fuccefsful; for, in aufwcr to his invitation, the bilhops of 
Duukeld and Glafgow, the Earls of Douglas and Marcli, and 

^ Waif. 249. 

* Wiiiton, 824. Fordun, from fome erroneous ms. eftimates tlic Englirti 
at 15,000. 

’ Rapin, Aila Regia, fub anno. 
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13S0 Archibald Douglas lord of Calloway, appeared as commilTioners 
fiom Scotland; and a truce was concluded at Berwick to laft 
Nuv. for one vear''. The Etiglidi, not apprized of Lancafter’s 
original intentions, murmured to fee thgr northern counties 
confumed by his numerous army: and the expence of the 
negotiation, which ended in dclayirig the ranfom of David H, , 
and in other conceHions, cncrealed their difeontent 
I 3S I According to an agreement made in concluding the truce, 

.1 line LancaAer again proceeded to Scotland in the following fummer, 
but only with his ufual train ; and he was inftigated to ufc his 
beft endeavours for a treaty by a promife of the bhiglifli council 
that, if he could confirm a truce for three years, they (hould 
aflert his pretenfions to Caftile, and furnifli him with a com¬ 
petent force to join with that of Portugal*. Meeting the 
Eiirl of Carrie, heir of the kingdom, and other Scothh com- 
milluMiers, at AlchcAer near Aytown, an important conference 
enfued. The Scots complained that, during the truce of four¬ 
teen years, many infradions had been made by the Englilh 
upon their freedom of intercourfe and commerce with England, 
eftabliflicd by that truce; and the fa£l; being denied, they offered 
to fubmit the evidence to an equal number of noblemcji of 
both nations : but the Englifh waved the affair, by offering the 
vague expedient of calling in the mediation of fome neigh¬ 
bouring fovercign. Lancafter however confented that the 
payment of any further part of the ranfom fhould be deferred 
till Candlemas 1383, to which period the treaty was extended 
and agreed again to meet the Earl of Carrie in July that year 
The infurrcclion of Wat Tyler prevented the Duke’s imme¬ 
diate return to England, he being apprehenfive of the fury of 

‘ Rymer, VII, 268, 276. 

’ Waif. 254. The expcnce was 11,000 marks. 

• Froilfart, II, fol. 79. * Ryracr, VII, 312. 
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the rebels, from his attachment to WickHif, and other unpopular i 
adions. He proceeded to the caftle of Edinburijh, whieb, as 
a mark of honour, was given up to him and his attendants; 
and he redded there till the fubjedion of tlic rebels rendered 
his return to England fccurc 

j\ truce of one year concluded between England and France i 
contributed ftill further to gi\'e a refpite to the liorrors of war: 
and as treaties were, in that age, underftood only to bind the 
fovereigns who contrafled, and not their heirs, the Scotifh king 
font an embally to the fucceeding French monarch Charles \ I, 
who engaged when war fhould recommence between England 
and Scotland, to fend to the latter kingdom one thoufand men 
at arms; a formidable force at that period, in which a few 
knights in panoply w'cre wont to defeat armies of rude infantry. 
He alfo promifed a thoufand lets of armour for as many Scotifli 
gentlemen; and a fum of money to conciliate the court and 
nobles to enterprizes certainly foreign to the real intcrefts of 
tlicir country *. The ignominious barter of the blood, and 
prolperity, of the nation for French gold cannot be palliated, 
but by the confeffion that it was neceflary to maintain an at 5 live 
alliance with France; and that the fums drawn from that 
country were reputed a compenfation to Scotland for being 
commonly engaged in war folely by her ally. To fuppole 
that any treaty exifted, preceding the unhappy and imprudent 
reign of John Baliol, is to fuppofe that France was capable of 
the utmoft treachery and impolicy, when fhe permitted the 
ruin of Scotland by Edward I; and that the Scots were fo 

* Fordun, II, 396. Winton, 826. 

* Rcgiftcr fol. 69. Du Tillct, Recueil f. v. 116. Charles VI had fucceeded 
his father on the i6th Sept. 1380. The treaty was figned at Paris on the 
8th April, and ratihed by Robert on tlie aoth Auguft, 1383. Rcgiftcr fol. 

69, 70. 
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1383 improvicleiit as to fubmit the determination of their crown to 
‘ ;in inimical iovercign, inftcad of their ancient ally And even 

after the active alliance appears, during the reign of David II, 
an alliance to be written with the tears, and (igned with the 
blood, of Scotland, fcarccly can hiftor} mention one war, into 
which b'ranee did not condud that country. But had Scotland • 
been blcflcil with a more free and democratic government, her 
peace, her induftry, her learning, her happinels, had not been 
liicrificed to a corrupt ariftocracy; for as to the Monarch, iiip- 
[>ollng that he w’ifhed for peace, and had the pul)lic intereft at 
heart, how could he at once rejed the defirc of a ncceniuy allv, 
and the wiflies of an uncontrouled nobilitv r 
July The Duke of Lancafter and the Earl of Carrie again met; 
and the latter agreed to a compenfation for fome damage done 
by the Scotifli borderers this year to the caflle of Wark, and 
other places in England: but a definitive treaty being again 
mentioned, Carrie declared that he had no pow ers for that pur- 
pofe; and the conference diflfolved without any further renew al 
of the pacification *. 

1 J84 The truce being thus permitted to expire, a war of real 
imiMirtance, and of a fing-ular and intcreding complexion, took 
(X 4 . place. France had made a brief truce with England, after the 
part both had taken in the Flemifh commotions, to lafl: till 
midl'ummcr this year: but, by fome negled, Scotland had not 
been included, and this circumftance w'as efteemed fufficient 
to juftify an in\ afion of that country. I'hc Duke of Lancafter, 

,, and the Earls of Northumberland and Nottingham, w-ith a 

halter . 

:’.8 Man confidcrahle army, entered Scotland by Berwick, and ravaged 
tlie countr)’ up to the walls of Edinburgh, then, as now, the 

* “ That old league, ccnintcd amongfl the fables of the ancient Palladines.” 
nniiTi. Hift. p. 22. 

♦ Rymcr, VII, 403. Compare Waif. 330. Ypod. 141. 
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capital city ’: from an amiable regard for a place, which liad 1384 
been his alylum on a recent occafion, Lancafter would not * **v»—* 
permit the deftru^ion of Edinburgh, but withdrew his anny; 
and, with an inadequate prey, regained England, before the 
Scots, who were unprepared, could intercept his retreat A 
few villa^s were burned in this expedition; but the Scoti/h 
houfes were then (light huts of wood, and eafily refitted: and 
tliey found time to remove their cattle, and effe^, into the 
forefts, and even to cany off the draw rooft of the houf» in 
the capital, as fome fecurity againft a conflagration’'. We 
icarn from Froiffart that Robert fummoned an army, but that 
the French envoys mean time arrived to notify the truce: 
although cbout thirty French kni^ts and efqutres, finding no 
further employ in Flanders, now came to Scotland as a dimtre 
of armsThe King wifhed for peace; but the barons oppofed 
his intentions, and meeting in the church of St. Giles at Edin¬ 
burgh rclblved on war, and informed the French knights that 

' Froiflart, II, fol. 159. He infbrou ut, f. 170, that EdialKifgh wu not fo 
large as Tournay, or Valendennes; but contained only about four thoufand 
houfes. 

* Fordun, II, 398. Wtiiton, 829, &yt Edinbutgh was lanfomed. Both 
recite a defeat of a party of the Engitfb, who had landed from their veifels near 
Queensferry: ^ the continuator of Fordun pioufly aferibes it to the inter¬ 
ference of St. Cohimba, whbfe monaftery in an idand of the Forth they had 
attempted to confume with fire. 

^ Waif. 334, a curious and minute account; but the iuftorian it prejudiced 
Bgainft the genefons Lancader, the patron of the Wkkiifitea. He accuies the 
wade of time in the north of England, and the liberality of his enmity: and 
adds that, on Eader e<lfe, the Eaglilh encamping in a marih, to avoid flirpriee, 
they lod fifty horfes by tlw cold and fnow; and the Duke would not permit any 
forage, wdtieh would itideed have been froitldl, at the Scots had withdrawn 
their edefis to their fmjit beyond the Forth, leaving famine to combat the 
Englidi, una^udomed to this new enemy. 

• Froilf. 11 , f. 159. 
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1584 their fpirit (hbuld be immediately called into aflion. Without 
the avowal of the King an expedition was fet on foot, and 15000 
of filch cavalry as Scotland then had were aflcmbled on the 
borders; who ravaged the lands belonging to Northumberland, 
Nottingham, and Mowbray, and returned loaded with fpoil, 
before the Englifh had time to colled any force The Earl 
of Northumberland ravaged the Ibuth of Scotland again; and 
as fiion as he difinifled his army the Scots retaliated; fo that 
the fiimmer paffed in mutual inroads *. 

The French knights taking leave, the Scotith barons delired 
them to jfend their friends, to enter this new career of glory, 
by carrying the war into England; and it is laid that Jehan de 
Vienne, Admiral of France, and other potent perfons of that 
cofiiitry, were iriftigated by their difeourfes upon their return, 
ias much as by the recent treaty, to fulfill its conditions next 
ybar A refolution pregnant with fuch ruin to Scotland, as 
even to threaten the lubjugation of the kingdom. 

At this time the papal influence, which had increafed in 
Scotland by a bull of Gregory XI againfl: intromifllons with 
the efleds of deceafed bilhops was honoured with an addi¬ 
tional fiipport in Wardlaw bilhop of Glafgow, who was railed 
to the rank of Cardinal, and appointed Legate a Latere for 
Scotland and Ireland with ample powers*. The commons, 
who alone conllitute a people or nation, feem only to have 
been regarded as patient objeds of iucrealed exadions both by 
the nobility and clo^y. Few'cXher events of importance hap¬ 
pened this year. Williani Earif of Douglas brought Tividale 
into a Hate of fidelity, which had been fiibjcd to the Englilk 
fince the battle of Durham: he loon after died, and wasTuc- 

• Froiir. II, f. 160. • Waif. 336. * Ffoiff. II, f; i6a. 

* Fordun, II, 384. •'* Ibid. 400. 
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cec^d by James his ion, a genaiue heir to the the valour pf 1384 
his family Near Martinmas the Scots gained die caftle n/VryT-y 
Berwick, by bribing the deputy governor4 and Lanqiftcr in¬ 
duced the Englifli parUatnent tP cptidemn Nctfthumbei'laiid, 
the warden of the maaches, as gsjiky pf criminal iieglcCl, or 
• greater bafenefs upon this occafion. But the pari rcuiRatcd 
himfclf in favour, by giving a iina to the ;Scots, fpr which they 
confented to reftore the forinefs 

A fingular jflu^tuation^ bplween war and;pp,?ce,;np]w pervaded 1385 
the dtftrafted counfels of lEiiglanditpd (France, ahjke governed 
by weak monarchs. hi ,thp prjeqediRg .fufi^npr the duke pf 
Lancafter for England, thesdukesipf iSfCCy and Burgundy , fv>r 
France, cardinal Wardlaw aitdtthe hifhpp of Dimkeld, chan¬ 
cellor, for Scotland, had «ie!t,iat I#pUingh^n,-between Calais 
and Boulogne, and concluded.^ l^lefiin which was after¬ 
wards ratified by Robert ^ Yet ? this .pneventpd ppt a renewal 3 J>"- 
of the war in the courfe of a;htW<mpntl^* 

Archibald Douglas lordof GaHowsayfilSnding tliat his people 
•were infcflcd by the Englifh garrifbu at Lochmaban, bcficged 
that caftle, which he took and levelled with the ground*: but 4 Ffh. 
a truce and agreement were neverthelefs made between him 

* Fordun ib. Winton, 831. • Waif. 337. Ypod. 141. 

’ See this famous treaty, Vefp. F. VII, f. V..31, with Robert’s ratification. 

Ilis commifiion to liis ambai&dors is dated 6 June 1384, r. 14. This truce is 
often referred to in that MS. and in a commilllon of Richard II in 1390 is efpe- 
cially mentioned to have taken place in his 8th year or 1384. That of 1389 
was only re^rded as a renewal. 

Rymer, VII, 438, giyes this tryce at Bpultgne'J'ur-mtr 14 Sept. 1384 : but it 
was afterwards prolonged at Leilkig^n, (fee 1389} and the firfi is fometimes 
ftyled by the lauer appellation, . Leilinghcn being the place of meeting though 
not*of‘fignature. This formal and folcmn treaty only .extended to May 1385! 

• Fofdun, II, 397. Wiotop, 827. 
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1385 and the Earl of Northumberland, and confirmed by the Englilh 
preferve Roxburgh from a fimilar fate the baron 
of Grayftock was fent as governor with a powerful fupply: he 
was intercepted by the Earl of March at Benrig, the convoy 
feizcd, many of his people (lain, and he himfelf led captive to 
the caftle of Dunbar 

April The national council met at Edinburgh, but its ordinances 
were chiefly of a military or a private nature. Charge was given 
that the noblemen, to whole government certain diftri£ts had 
been committed during the war, Ihould prepare their forces, 
and order them not to pillage in advancing to the borders: and 
that John Earl of Carrie who, in the council of laft November, 
had taken upon himfelf the adminiftration of fome points of 
juftice, Ihould proceed to the highlands, and call the chiefs into 
his prcfencc to reform the outrages loudly complained of in 
thole regions. The inhabitants of Tividale, now reftored to 
the Scotilh allegiance by Douglas, were ordered to produce 
their titles S This parliament was afterwards prorogued to 

• Rymcr, VII, 468. The meeting was near Salom, on the Eflc, a f|K)t often 
noted for fuch tranfaflions; and apparently the fame with FroilTart’s 'Ledon^ 
flow tite frontier of Scotland, which formerly extended to the £fk, came to be 
rellri6lcd to the Sark, cannot be explained. 

• Fordun, II, 397. Winton, 8a8, 

• Rcgiller, fol. 72, 73. The highland plunderers arc termed Kelhtrani or 
Rerns. William de Fenton complained that die baron of Dirlton had taken 
his houfe, and twice expelled him when reftored by law: the royal force and 
aid are ordered to rccftabiiih him. A fad proof of the barbarifin of the country, 
where the laws had no force fo near the capital. David Earl of Strathern ■ 
accufes his brother Buchan for retaining the barony of Urquhart, which had 
only been let to him by Strathern; to avoid fcandal an agreement was recom-> 
mended. Carrie was defircd to (fifpatch letters of royal authority to Buchan, 
to difeover Finlay Lawfon, and the two Tons of Harald Foulfon, who had flaia 
fume men of Moray, and to bring them and tbeir accomplices to Juftice. 
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the twelfth of June, when it iflued feme regulations concerning i 5 
the coin v— 

But an event of which there had been no example in Scotilh 
hiftory, and which fortunately was not repeated till the fix- 
teeuth century, is to arreft attention by its novelty, and im¬ 
portance. 

The government of France determined if poffible to deliver 
that countrjr from the repeated invafions of die Englilb, by 
carrying the war into England from its northern limits, in 
conjunction with the Scots, and in compliance with the terms 
of the late treaty. Jehan de Vienne, Admiral of France, a 
leader of the firft talents and diBinClion, accordingly failed 
from Sluys in Flanders with a thouland men at arms, knights M.iy 
and efquires, twelve hundred complete fuits of armour for 
Scotilh gentlemen, and a large iiira of money ♦. France had 

’ Regifter, fot. 74. It is ordered that the moneyer ftrike filver coin, “ viz. 
ftetling,” each pound of metal to render 2 gs, 4J. Scotilh money. The noble 
is to pafs for yr. ^d. the ecu 47 French deniers, or Scotilh, the Flcmilh 
ecu 4-'j\d. the moiiton ^od. all Scotilh money. An abfolote prohibition is ilfued 
againft the exportation of coin, on the penalty of forfeiting the whole Aim, 
and even the life of the offender at the king’s mercy: foreign merchants who 
bring vifluals, (corn,) wine, or boards, (bordas,) and fimilar articles, arc how¬ 
ever allowed to carry off the profits. 

♦ FroilTart, II, fol. 164, 166. Hift. de Charles VI par Juvenaldci Urlins, 

Paris 1614, 4to, 1653, folio, p. 46. Vienne was the moft celebrated warriw 
of France in that age. He was lord of Kollans, Clervaux, Ac. Admiral of 
France, and knight of the order of the Annonciade; his father was Gnillatimc 
de Vienne lord of Rollans, one of the moft ancient nobles of Burgundy. After 
many eminent fervices, Jehan de Vienne attended the duke of Bourbon to the 
liege of Carthage, 1390, and was {lain at the ralh battle of Nicopolis againft 
the Turks, a6th Sept. 1396, where this veteran led the van and performed 
prodigies of valour. DiS. de I’Advocat, art. Vienne. Such w';is his reputation, 
even in his father’s Hfe-timc, that he gloried in inferibing on his tomb that he 
gave birth to fo eminent a warrior. St. Foix, EIT. fur Paris, II, 195, edit. 
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15B 5 intended at the {ame time to attack England on the fotith with 

powerful armament; but this part of the defign was aban¬ 
doned, after an enormous cxpencc incurred in the preparations 
Yet her declared intentions, and the vigour and importance of 
her plans, raifed fuch an alarm in England, that all her power 
and rcfourccs were excited to repell the attack: and the failure' 
of the fouthern invafion colledted the whole tempeft upon 
Scotland, and ihook that kingdom to the center. Vienne 
arrived at Leith with his chofen battalion, which, to ufe the 
phrale of Froiflart, formed one flower of chivalry; and they 
were quartered in the villages around Edinburgh, till the King, 
then in the country, (hould arrive at that capital. The French 
hiftorian upon this occaflon prefents a deplorable piflure of the 
ftate of Scotland and its people. The poverty of the country, 
and the barbarifm of the nation, appear to have been extreme: 
the flighteft accommodations of life, or even of war, could hardly 
be procured: every article of iron, or of leather, was imported 
from Flanders. The French at firft laughed, and laid that they 
were happy to know by experience the hardlhips of penury, 
and the dark fide of a military life; but, as their difeontent 
increafed, Vienne could Icarcely appeafe their murmurs. On 
the other hand the Scots were not left diflatisfied with their 
guefls; they defamed and hated their auxiliaries, as Grangers 
of an unknown Ipeech, as the future lharers of their prey, and 
as the prefent conliimers of their little property 

' Froiflart, tl, fol. 166. t>es Urflns, p. 9, fays a tax of I2 deniers in 
the livrc was propofed in 1380 by the notables, but rgeded by the people: in 
1385, p. 46, the tax was fo heavy that many left France, yet it was confumed 
by the lords of the court, fotne of whom were bribed by the Engliih. Vienne’s 
navy amounted to fixty vcflcls j and the Englifli had prepared a fleet, and a 
fire-Jbip, to aflail them. Ib. p. 47. 

• FroilT. II, f. V. 169. 
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At length the Scotifli king arrived; tlic French money was 1385 
diftributed among the leading barons % the armour allotted to '-‘■v— 
proper wearers, and an expedition was dkermined. An army 
of about thirty thouland, mounted on fmall horfes, aflcmbled 
near Edinburgh, under the command of the Earls of Fife and 
.Douglas; and marched, in conjun£lion with the F-.cnch chi- 
valr}^, towards Roxburgh. Entering the Englifli territory, 
they deftroyed two fmall forts, affaulted and took the caftlc of 
Wark; and advancing burned feveral villages in Northumber¬ 
land, and ravaged the country from Berwick to Newcaftle. 

But their progrefs was foon impeded by the tidings that Lan- 
caftcr was approaching with a great array; and it was refolved 
to fccure the prey by returning into Scotland. Vienne, dlf- 
fatisfied with this retreat, prevailed on the Scots to befiege 
Roxburgh; but a difpute arifing, upon a claim of the French 
to garrifon and retain the fortrefs when taken, the liege was 
abandoned *. It appears from Fordun, that the French and 
Scots made l()me other predatory incurfions into England 

Meanwhile Richard II had made great preparations, and 
fummoned almoft the whole force of his kingdom; and finding 
that the commotions in Flanders had fruftrated the fouthern 

See tJic account of the dlflribution in Rymcr, VII, 484. The king had 
10,000 livres; Douglas 7500, Cardinal Wardlaw 6000, Carrie 5500, Archibald 
Douglas lord of Galloway 5500, March 4000, Fife 3000, James Lindfay 2000, 
the carl of Moray 1000; the other allotments are from 70b down to 10 livres. 

The liyre of that time nsight be worth 6r. in weight; but in the comparative 
fcarcity of money at leaft equal to 4/. in modern currency. Compare the tables 
of Lc Blanc, whence it appears that tlw livre of the time weighed about 1 ^ 
ounce of filver. 

In the beginning of July a curious military ordinance was ilTuetl, (Regiftcr, 
f. V. 72,) concerning the conduft of the war; for an account of which the 
reader is referred to the ilcxt rctrofpea of manners, &c. 

• Froiifart, II, f. v. 177—180. Compare dcs Urfins, p. 47. 

* Fotidun, II, 401. 
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3^ 


BOOK I. 


1385 invafion of the French, he determined to exert all his power 
againft Scotland. If we credit an Englifh hiftorian his army 
was numerous beyond precedent; and more than three hundred 
thoufand horfes were employed in various fervicesThe 
youthful monarch chofe this as his firft expedition, and foldain 
entry into the field of military fame; and was attended by his 
uncles, and by the chief nobles of England. The deftruflion 
of the abbey of Melrofe, long refpeded by the religious awe 
of the Englifh, to whom it had afforded early faints and 
teachers, was the firft warlike a£l of Richard II, the difgrace 
of his arms, and the omen of his mental weaknefs. Dryburgh, 
and Newbottcl, two venerable monafteries, and Edinburgij 
with her churches, were fucceffively given to the flames. The 
Scots, unable openly to contend with an enemy fo fuperior in 
numbers, prudently followed the advice aferibed to Robert the 
Great, by withdrawing their cattle and effeds into ^refts, and 
wilds; and harraffing their foes by uuceafing ambulcades and 
excurfions. The green crops were alone left; and the harveft 
tvas trampled and deftroyed. After remaining five days at 
Edinburgh, the Englifli marched to Stirling, wliich, with an 
abbey adjacent, was burnt to the ground. One hundred and 
twenty veflels carried provifions for the army, which ftill ad¬ 
vancing deftroyed Perth and Dundee, and many abbies and 
monafteries: and the couriers and vanguard even proceeded as 
far as Aberdeen, according to Froiffart; but, from the old 
Englifh and Scotifh accounts, it rather appears that the Englifh 
expedition only extended to tht; river Forth *. 

To divert the fury of this ftorm, tihe Scoti^ army and 
French auxiliaries entered England by the weftern marches, 

• Waif. 342. 

• Froifl'. II, f. 180. Waif. 342. Furdun, 11 , 401. Winton, 835. 
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ravaged Cumberland, and befieged Cailiflc. J'his inx-arion 
concurred with the failure of provilions to induce the hhiglint 
king to withdraw his vaft army; which accordingly returned 
towards England by the caftern trafl ; and difunited councils 
prevented an encounter with the Scots, who alii) retired to 
their owii country by the weftern boundaries *. Such \\'as the 
ifllie of a conteft, which had excited fo great expedation; and 
which, as ufual, far from being advantageous to either king¬ 
dom, ended with the laRing detriment of both. At the clofc 
of the campaign, the Frcngh auxiliaries, exhaufted with fatigue 
and hard hire, could not even procure leave to lail for Flartdcrs, 
till they confente«|^to pay the cxpcnce of their maintenance; 
and Vienne was forced to remain as an hoftage till the fum 
was paid at Bruges, to Scotiih faftors, by order of the French 
government *. This treatment was doubtlefi ungenerous, and 

the 

* FroilT. II, f. 182. Wair. 344, fays the Scots took more prey than the 
Englilh king, cum imperiaii exercitu.” 

♦ FroiflT. II, 183. This honell writer rents his rage againft the Scots, ** car 
oneques fi mauvaifes gens ne virent, ne ne trouverent fi fauix, et fi trahyfires, 
nc de fi petite congnoiflance.” The French bad equally difgufted the Setrts by 
their ufual petulance; and Vienne himiclf had ventured on an affair of gallantry 
with a near relation of the king, to the- amazcfflent of dieir plain and pious 
a^ics, ffiangers to fuch manners. Dcs Urfins, p. 47 : who, with more gaycty 
than became an archbtfliop, fays the French frequented the ** dames et dcinoi- 
fidles” of Scotland, who received them gladly. 

71 k anonymous hiAorian of the reign of Charles VI,. whofe MS. work was 
tranflated from lattn into French by Le Laboureur, and publtfiied by him at 
Paris 1663, 2 vols. folio, alfo J^fervet to be confulted by the curious reader, for 
an account of this cclebtafled'aepedition, Vol. 1 , p. loa* He fays Vienne's 
fleet of fixty flops was nearly burnt by the Englilb, while at anchor, and was 
afterwards aflailed by a furious tempefl. On the admiral’s arrival in Scotland, 
II inanda par mefme moyen la flerilite, et I'inconimoditd dc fubfifler dans 
unc terre, qu’it reconnut plus deferte qu’ habit£e, prefque toutc convene de 
monugnes, et plus pleine de finivagine quo de In invading England 

voi. 1. F thf 
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4385 the a\^rlce was difgraceful'tt> -jiie king and tlie -nobles; bnt 
* one happy effeft followed, for it was Jong before any more of 
i^ofe troiiblcfome and iufolent inmates infelled Scotland. 

J 38 7 After a dcaibifol truce of nearly 'OneA}^, die war continued 
it’s progrefs. William -Donglasj whofe graceAd perfon rand 
•warlike fame had procured Kim the hand of fthe king’s, daughter 
Egidia, and the title of lord ^ithlKale, refqlved to open a long 
negle^^ed field of a« 5 doii, by invading Ireland. Attended only 
• by {five hundred iixu;n he fiuled^o CacUngfiard, and al&uAed-the 
town, .whofe inhalnt^tnte beu^ to his miUtary 

reputation, o^lved .to .pppoie guUe to force, and begged a- 
refpite dll they could collet 4un -fu^knt^o ranium the 
place. The Scothh il^der, .whofe honell courage Cufpedled 
no ^Aaud, confisnted; and was oeot^ied in repleniihing due 
Ihips >with iprovifions, -whUc Athc ^oplciof iGarlingford.fent tQ 
l>undalk, and procured an aid of eight hundred horfe, which 
joined their own array and advanced againft the enemy. 
Mthfdalc !had.:only twoihundrcd oAhis .fiallowers. on (hare, from 
the want of proper boats for landing, and even tiiefe few were 
divided, ,a party having beeii lent to ravage the .country. The 
Kn^liih refolyed^o attadc both .padjies, hut the greater number 
advanced againfi;,N}tbfilales«after an^chftinate.conteft die Scots 
obtained the vi6loey; and -diey immediately'took, ravaged, and 
burned dic'town Gaflinglford, delpoiled the caftle, and loaded 
fifteen IrKh lliips, then in,the Iwrbaui;, with their .prey. 43lu 
their inttuin Jhejifle, of -Mati.vpca&ntfid another.objc<il tof tdapre- 

ihc French todc the-c^le BsTwr/ (Dc Wark ?) A fecond invaHon alfo occurs, 
p. i<d8.. Douglas alone faw)ured-the''Fiieiieb. The adniiralV amour is men¬ 
tioned j aad it is aiTertel! that the'King's taufine vras not unkind: in revenge 
Robert, and fo:nc peers, inteivded to atlaihnate the prefumptiious Frenchman; 
wlio was glad to efcape. The charaidter of Vienne was afterwards (laincd by 
Jjis crubity to the wife and daughter of Tierrc dc Craon. lb. p. 215. 

dation; 
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artd NithlHiale with has follcwr^ arrived late at Loch 13S7 
Hym ift Galltway, with no fmall wealth and honmir v—v»—» 

'rite weak* aiid impoKtkv a>ndu8 of Richard II diliraftcd 138S 
the Ertglilh CiSuncil**, and dilcontetit pervaded the nation, wln-it 
the Scots thought the time convenient to retort the nu'agcs of 
.war, which that monarch hasd carried iirto tiieir country. An 
alfembly of the Scotifh «8hh» met at Aberdeen, and agreed to 
appear with their rd^waftwe v 9 ir»b in arms at JeeUiorgh, for ait 
expedition into Kadgland*. Age had fo much hn^ttired the 
fiicultics of Robert fcb that hir ctmlntt was wot expended, nor 
resrarded' ; a«di the fecblenefe of John' Earl of Carrie the heir 
apparent, both in body aaidmind* fcemed to increalc tvith his. 
years; fo that Robert Earl of Fife, lecond Ion of the king, 
was refpedted by the notdns, and isation, aa the main fupport 
of the monarchy, and the only apftivc iiiftrument of its inttu- 
ence. Wlien the army thei^re affembled at Jedburgh, lie 
appeared as commander in chief: and to as complete, and firm, 
Imttalions as Sa)li»nd hadi evier fent ftwrth, was added the terror 
of the name of Douglas. About twclw hundred lances, and 
forty thoufand ntdie infantry* corapofed m army* rendered ftill 
more formidable by the reputation and elffpcrience of lome of 
its leaders. Tbefe infantry were chiafty accoutred with battle 
axes; for the Scots were utdapfuly lUsie Ikilled in the bow, 
that perpetual inflrumeht of Englifo triimtph *- 

Uninterefting is the oarfaiion of important o^iojis, if not 
aecompanted by thofe circumftaiices wMch rccommisid thetn 

* Fordus, II, 4t>4. 

• Fraiilart, III, f.seS; ils ordoftnsrent iiM fefte fer la frohtiefc de la 
fauvage Efcoce, en une cit€ nominee Berdane." The WS. Reg. 14 D II* 

Voi. IV. f. V. 355, reads Abrtdant. 

* Ibid, they faid, ** qu’U ne Icawott guerroyer.** 

• Froiff. ni, f. 1^8. 

to 
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1,388 to the imagaiation, and render the reader as it were a prefent 
fpedktor; and one of the chief utilities of hiftory arifes from 
the view of charadcrs and of manners. Upon feleft occ^fions 
therefore it is not improper to defcend to the particularity of 
ipemoirs, and to compenfate pages of annals by now and then, 
painting a momentous, or even a fingular, event in all the , 
colours of detail. Without further apology Froiflart’s account, 
of this expedition, crowned by the celebrated battle of Otter- 
burn, lhall be followed; and only with one caufe of regret,, 
that it is the laft aid to be derived from that remarkable writer,, 
the worthy and honeft herald of the times of chivalry 

The Northumbrians, having learned that a ScotUh army 
was collecting, refolved to prepare; aiul, if the Scots entered 
England by the wcftern, to repay the invation by the eaftern 
marches. An Englilh gentleman went to efpy the intentions- 
of the enemy, who had advanced to the chapel of Salom, a 
noted flatiun near the borders: and entering the chapel in the 
dif^ile of a fervant faw the Scotiih nobles allcmbled, and 
heard much of their defjgns. When he withdrew he expefted 
to have found his horfe tied to a tree, as he had left him, but 
he was fbolen; and the gentleman's fear^, or negligence of art,, 
in walking away without any enquiry, led to fufpicion. He 
was feized, and confelTed that the Northumbrians, unable to 
encounter the inimical numbers, had determined on whatever 
(ide England was invaded, to affaxl Scotland on the oppolite. 
This induced the Scotifh leaders to. reftrain the main army to. 
the protediop. of their erwn country, and to order only a ftrong 
detachment, under the tried heroifm of. the Earl of Douglas, 
to advance into England. At the head of three hundred men 

* The fubrequent narratiTc is derived from Tome III, f. 108^117, edit. 
1518, 410; compared with the edition of Vciard about 1498, and the mss. 
The altered editions by Sauva^s have been always negleCled in this work. 

at 



ROBERT II. 


at arms, and of two thbufand chofen infantry, Douglas pro- 1388 
ceeded, without pillaging the country or‘attacking any place ; 
paired the Tine three miles above NewcalUc; and, with the 
fuddennefs and deftru^lion of lightning, darted on the county 
of Durham. When the diAant flames, and fmoke, of burning 
.villages had given the firft tidings of the Scotifli arrival, the 
Eafl of Northumberland, then at Alnwick, fent his two fons, 
Henry and Ralph, to Newcaftle, to^aflemble a force in purfuit 
of the enemy, while he'fliould gather another on the ijorth, 
and preclude their retreat.. All the country being pillaged to 
the gates of York', and the unfortified• toWns and villages 
deftroyed, Douglas returned with the fpoil, repalfcd the Tine 
at the fame place;; and came before Newcaftle, whither the 
chief people of the neighbouring counties had crouded, to gain 
the^otedlion of a walled city, and of the two gallant Percies, 

Haller furnamed Hptfpur, and Ralph, his brother in birth and 
arms. Many ikirmifhes enfuing, at one of them Douglas won 
the pennon of Henry Percy, to the great mortification of that 
undaunted leader and of his followers: and to add to the dif- 
gracc Douglas vaunted, “ This I fhall carry as a fign of thy 
prow'efs to Scotland, and (hall place it on the pinnacle of my 
caftle to be known by all.” Percy retorted with an oath, 

“ Thou fhalt never bear it out of Northumberland; and in 
the end fhalt have little caufe to boaft:” to which Douglas 
replied, “ Then thou muft come this night, and take it from 
before my tent.” Next morning the Scots purfued their march; 
and, affailing a caftle without fuccefs, wifhed to proceed, but 
Douglas commanded them to encamp, in order to fee if Percy 
would advance to recover his pennon, and that, being refrefhed, 

• 

* This is confeiTed by the EnglUh monarch himfeiO in a deed pubti/bed by 
Rymcr, VII, 594, 

they 
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1388 they fliould Jlgakl attack the fortrefe in the morning. They 
accoridangJ^ fortified their ftation with felled trees, to prevent 
a fiirpriiie j and next day captured the caftlc,. and pnrfoesd their 
jotirney towards the main army; till they came to Otterburny 
a hamlet amid the wilds of the pafiih of Ehdoft, about thirty 
miles northweft of NcWcidlle, and about twenty from' the« 
Scothh borders, Which Was to be a feene of cclebrify to the 
bard and to the Mftorian. 

Meanwhile Percy wifoed to pbrfnc the Scotifti detachmenti^ 
blit was reftrained by the tidings that the main army was near, 
and ready to' fupport Douglas j till the couriers hrottght certain 
intelligence that they w^e far diftant, and ineapable of eff»gtmg 
a jitn^On for fotiie days. Perfcy, with bis ufoul inupetoofity, 
inftamly criedj “ To hotfe!” it being tsatrly in die moniing 
and left NeWlcasftto attended by ftJs hundred laitoeSi or 
Ond fqnlfos^ and eight tboufahd infantry accomted winSbel 
dreadful long-bowS of En^land^ After a forced mardi, they 
reached the Scotch Catnip at Otterborn Iwft'in die 
The Scots had foppted# toe had even retired to reft fatigned 
with various exertion} and the Einglifo began fO emer the 
outer entrenchment, where the*fervants Were ftationed, {hooting 
“ Percy 1 Percy 1 ” but diey found it Well forftfied. Some 
infantry Was ordered to fuppcttt the fifftaitts, by die SOotilh 
ebieft^ Who in the nieim tihae arfoed in hafttv orriyed their 
men uhder ftieir btoers. Ni^ wis now advanced { biat the 
Aiig. moon {hone clear in a fererfe Iky of the month of Auguft* 

The Scots) armed; and arranged; ptooeeded^not towards the 
affaildhts, but around an endn^ce; atid attacking the enemy 
ill the re^ mifed all at one« foe cry of hatidi^ upon wMdr the 
Englilh in furprize turned, ftrengthened their ranks, and re- 
fourtded “ Percy!”' in anfwer to the Seotifo acclaint of 
“ Douglas.” After a fevere contell die Scots' Were on the 

point 
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point of yielding to numbers, vidien the Earl of Douglas, 
ardently pulhcd forward his hanacr; and bojdj .tlie Percies 
advanced againft him, swith -equal impetuofity, fo that the 
,boots recoiled, and, had not the .valqur of the two iiephurus 
oppolcd, the boiuier of Douglas shad been tnlurn. Douglas, 
. irritated by the apprehenfioti of difgrace, rouzed ^all his ftrcngdi 
and courage; and,!bFftndilhing.a.two-luiiided battle-ax, opened 
.the thick files .of the foe, as .with a long avxjuuc, .dolpifing 
numerous blows, and oommittiftg ‘his life to the temper ,pf his 
arrqour. He had advanced far irom his hattrdious, Avhen lie 
icil under »thfee .mortal wounds. But dgrnraoce of :his fate 
forbad the Englilh to triumph, and .the Scots to .dftfpair. The 
former only law ,dmt fome valiant man at arms Irail falien: 
nud the latter were infpirited by the Eaxls of March.and .Moray 
ito follow -a 'tradl, which .th&y knew .not had coudufled their 
leader to death. Fortune -now began .to favour .the :ScQts. 
Ralph Percy, advancing-too fiir in,return, was fcverely wounded, 
and token prifoner by Maxwell, a knight .who foUovved Moray: 
and -the Englilh, exhaufled with a fatiguing march and an 
obftinate cuntell, (began to>exhibit lymptcans of deprefikm and 
defeat. 

Douglas, faint with tlic ipfs of blood, and fenfible of >tlie 
approaches of death,- was defended by his valiant chaplain, 
‘W.illiam of .Northberwick. >His banner day on the ground, 
,not far -from him, >the bearer being ilain, when l.,indfay, 
‘Sinclair, and fome-other knights-, pierced through the now 
yielding foe, and r^ched the fpot, and befpoke their general. 
Even trifles in fuob a convcrliition are intercAing. “ Coufin, 
how goes it?” laid-Sinclair. -Douglas anfwcred “ But fi), fo. 
.’Pcai^ (be ;God few of -my anceflors have died in cliambcns or 
beds—Avenge me, for I die—My heart faints too rcpe-atcdly. 
Raife again my banner, and fliout Douglas ! But tell neither 

friend. 
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friciul nor foe how it fares witli me, for my enemies vVmild 
exult, and my friends be difconfblate.” The banner was 
•created ; the whole field reibunded with the animating cry of 
Dougbs! and the Scots, excited as with the voice of vbfory, 
inftantly formed one phalanx, and with levelled fpears pulhed 
rile enemy to flight. 

Henry Percy was taken prifoner by Montgomery: and the 
defeat was complete. Kadman, the governor of Berwick, 
was almoft the only Englifhman of note who efcaped: and the 
Scots purfued the chafe for five miles. The number of the 
Englilh flain is computed at twelve hundred. ' Such was the 
luttle at Otterburn, which FroilTart reprefents as the mofi 
eminent fought in his time, for heroic bravery on both fidcs, 
and the real fpirit of war. He alfo highly applauds the courtef) 
Ihcwn by the Scots to their prifoners; and obferves that both 
nations were not lefs laudable for their benevolence after a 
battle, than for their courage during its rage \ 

Douglas was carried to his tent, where he (bon expired: 
but,, though difpirited at the lois of their leader, the Scots 
determined to maintain their ftrong ftation againfl the freih 
Englilh army which approached. For the bifhop of Durham 
had reached Ncwcaftle, the night of the battle, with feven 
thoufand men, two thoufand of whom were cavalry: but a 
conjundlion was prevented by Percy’s impetuofUy. Advancing 
next morning he was met by the fugitives from Ptterbum, 
whofe tidings raifed fuch difmay, tliat all his followers fled 
liack to Newcaftle, except five hundred, with whom the bilhop 
W'as at lafl alfb conflrained to regain that city. Here he found 
means to infpirit his followers, and the inhabitants; ib that he 
marched next morning in queft of the Scots attended by ten 


* Froillaxt, III, f. 113. 
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thoufand. The Scotifli fcouts, the day after, tiotifying hi^ 13S8 
approach, their chiefs determined not to leave their camp, as 
they had many wounded and prifoners to attend: and, when 
the bilhop came within a mile’s diftance, they began all at 
once to found their horns in a loud difcordancc of warlike mytio. 

. After a paulc, the fame horrible din of defiance was relocated ; 
and the bifhop arranging his hoft, and advancing within two 
bow-fhots, was again faluted with the thundering noife. Ob¬ 
serving the ftrength of the rude fortification, and that its pol- 
fclTors were too prudent to defert its advantages, the Englifh* 
after a brief council, retreated: and the Scots having refrefhed 
themfelves prepared to march* Ralph Percy requefting per- 
miffion to go to Newcaftle, to have his wounds attended, the 
FCarl of Moray confented, and ordered him to be conveyed in 
a litter. The Scotifh march, inflead of triumphant feemed 
funereal, and the joy of fuccefs was tempered with tears; for 
the body of Douglas, incloied in a coffin, and Iwrne on a car, 
formed the chief objefl in the progrefs 

The main army, under the Earl of Fife, who appears to 
have had but mean talents for war, was now lying near Carlifle; 
and not a little envied the fuccefsful detachment; for the vic¬ 
tory, and the gain by ranfoms, were efteemed the moft re¬ 
markable which had occurred lince the day of Bannoeburn ♦. 

An aflemhly of the three eftates being fummoned to Edin- 138. 
burgh, folemnly recognized Robert Earl of Fife governor of 

* Froiflart, III, f. 117. 

* Ibid. The ranfoms wpre eflimated at aoo,ooo francs. Robert 111 granted 
to Henry Presort, for the redemption of Ralph Percy, the lands and barony of 
Frondlin, Aberdeenfhire, the town of Fyvic and place thereof, the town of 
Meilcle Gaid^es, the five*-inark land of Parkhill. S^ft. Cal. f. 104.. Froiflart 
apparently errs in the name of his captor. Yet Mar had ao/. a year for a third 
of it, the whole exceeding 600/. Gal. f. 114. 
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ihe kingdom; an devatkm for which fee was apparently as 
much iiwidbted to his own tetrigwes, as to the age of the king, 
and the weakhefe of the Ihcceffor *. The latter Imisib, from 
the parliamentary afis of this rd^, to have formerly ftood in. 
that high capadty; and the khag c»rmiwnily flnnracd the p«»mp, 
ainl, it is fufpcsaed, die dalies of myahy, by reading on his 
parental eftate, ah «es!a»ip^ followed by his fucceffor, thcra^ 
impolitic ia m emawent degfOa. ' Prefonring tlac Tenaotc man- 
hons/if the Smarts to thfe eeisihk»i .ahd accii^^ 
of the Scotift fov«W!igasi';th«y foexaed 1® daoir rank, 

their office, foeir people ; aMrenixwad foom li^ adioai, 

from die vital boat of the Jdhgdom^ 
only be feten hy the fhalaon in a dangeidos TqprcfeiitatiR^ 
Ad^blics of the foates foem Ibo have been fdd^ held, an 
arid'oeratte co«fibil decided upoa peace and war, and upon tl» 
bed; ititereds of the people'; Ina fois fanh^^^w oommon to 
£^giand and mod Edrop^n ikihgdoms at this period; while 
the appointment of the feratiaid &n, as tgovemor of the date, 
fo the prejudice of the heir apf^ent, may he reprded as a 
new and dangetieras precedent, dedarativo of great weakuefs 
upon the one part, at^ npoa ilie odier of baneful xmibitbn. 

The new Regent, ddtrous to fi^ialiee foe c(smnencemcnt 
of his powdr, affembted an army on ihe borders againfl; the 
Earl of NottHi^^iam, Marffial of England, lately appoiated 
Warden of foeoaftem matta^tes; and who, dn the ufoal can* 
comitance of pride and weakneis, had reproached the Percies 
for the lofs at Otterburn, where their army was for more 
numerous than that of the'Scots; andhoafled that he hoped 
to vanquifli, even IF oppofed by numbers doubling his own. 
But when Fife accompanied by Atddbald, -the fooceeding Earl 

^ Fordiin, II, 414. Wjnton,'845. 

of 
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of Douglaf, ai»cl by othei ndWes* pow«i<i his arr^y 1389 

the Earl Martial reftraiaed!»?. msn ia a ferp and inapceffible 
ftation; and to a challenge of thf Regtsiit, inviting him to 
delccad and fulfil his threay|»» he replied that “ he had no 
orders to expofc the lieges of his fovereign to any danger.” 

•This airtWer waa received with peals laU^er ; and the 
Scotifik army^ after lUtnding in defiance half the day with 
tenners daipkyed, ravaged the adjacenl country, and retnrned^r 
A refpit© vvaa at len^ .^vm te the war* hy a truce forjmed junc 
between France and fikgknd fenr three y^Si in wfiich 'their 
allies were included ^ Tkde q£ J^raoce were the hhtgs of 
the Romans, Scotland, AfrggoR, Naysrrct the ^tid^ E§rl 
of March, the ifb ^ JHaii, the Pucheis ^ Brabatd* the 
Republic of Genoa. And the allies of EngUmd were tfie 
king of the Romans, with thole of Portugal and Arragon, 
the Earl of Salilbuiy, the lordAnp of Mm, the Duke of 
Gelder, John Lord of the Ifles of Scotland, and the Republic 
of Genoa. An embalfy being fent from England, to notify 
the trace, and defire the confent of Scotland, the envoys were 
by the Governor remitted to the king, who agreed as from 
deference to France. The Ekrls of Salilbury and March 
appear to have been n^ned in this truce, in conlequencc of 
their claims to the ifle of Man, and fome debateable lands 
upon the borders. The Lords of the Ifles were really inde¬ 
pendent of Scotland, and by their fleets maintained their 
power in the ifles, and over the , weftem highlands, while the 
Scotilh kings had no fleet to oppofe them, and could not attack 
mountainous re^ons inaccelflble to armies. The brief and 
confined conquefts of Alexander III and Robert I, had not 

* Foriun, II, 414. Winton, 846. Walfingbatn only mentions the burning 
of Tinmouth by the Scots. Ypod. 144. 

* Rymer, VII, 62a. 
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1389 overcome the old Norwegian fpirit; and the Hebudes miift 

regarded with truth as an independent principality, till the 
fixteenth century : had the lords been told of their occafional 
fubmiflion to Scotland, they would have retorted by inftances 
of the like neceffity forced upon that country by England. 
But the circumftance, which efpecially induced the mention 
of thefe princes in the truce, was a treaty concluded between 
Richard II, and the Lord of the Ifles, in the preceding year*. 
This Ihort pacification viras the laft important a£l of Robert II, 

1390 who died at his caftle of Dundonald in Kyle, a few miles i'outh 
19 Apr. jrwin, after a fliort illnefs, in the feventy fifth year of his 

age®; having completed nineteen years of a reign, mingled 
with various fortune, but upon the whole neither unluccelsful, 
nor inglorious. 

* Rymcr, VII, 592. * Fordun, II, 415. Winton, 851. 
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CONTAINING THE REIGN OF ROBERT III. 


CharaFier of Robert III—diforders in the highlands—truce viitk 
England—feuds—title of Duke—war with Henry IF- — ex- 
(ledition of that king — Rothfay's charaBer and marriage — 
dcfeFiion of March — incurfons — parliament—murder of Roth¬ 
fay — incurfons—battle of Homildon—rcruelty of Henry Percy 
—murder of Drummond—fege of Coklaws—captivity of 
prince James — Northumberland's rebellion—death of the king. 

J O FIN, the cldeft fon of the deceafed monarch, afeended 
the throne; and his name being reputed inaufpicious to 
royalty, he aflumed that of Robert, recommended by the 
virtues and the glory of Robert and by the acceffion of 
the Houfc of Stuart under the preceding fovereign Power 
depending wholly upon opinion, princes are often forced to 
facrilice even to the fuperftitions of the vulgar. Robert III 
had apparently exceeded his fiftieth year, when he began to 
reign, and had been wedded at leaft thirty three years to 
A niubella Drummond, daughter of Sir J(! n Drummond of 
Stobhall; by whom he had, however, no children till the 

* The unfortunate reigns of John of England, John of France, and John 
Baliol, feem alone to have been conlidered. Had the hifturics of Cadille, 
Arragon, Portugal, Denmark, &c. been confulted, this vague idea muft have 
paired away. James was, in Scotilh hiftory, a moft unhappy name j yet was 
continued to (lx fovereigns. 


year 
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*390 year 1378, when David, afterwards Duke of ’Rothfay, was 
' born ; and James his other fon did not appear till the fifth year 
of his father’s reign, beii^ the firft royal birth in the family. 
Three daughters, to be married to the Karl of Douglas, the 
Earl of Angus, and Lord Dalkeith; and two natural fons, 
completed the progeny of Robert III *. 

Though this monarch had been lamed by an unfortunate 
accident, yet his perfon was tall and graceful: his florid coun- 
tcnatice, and vivacious eyes, jomed with the fiiowy whitenefs of 
his beard, rendored him an objed at once pleafiug and maj^ic. 
But his indolent meekne^, ^ piety, his iainulike humility, 
are fitter themes of pmifit to the monk tlum to the philofi^er, 
who knows that die virtaes of a kin^ are die virtues of 
ability, and a€Hon; and that the moft acceptable fervke 
to the Deity coofifts in the fervice mankind. The lenity 
of Robert III may be vindicated from the yet new eleva- 
tioK of a fiimtly, aocnlhamed to regard (he nobks as equals 
and brothers; but it unhappily tended to iticreafe die power 
of the ariftocracy, and add to die confequent dock of public 
calamity^ Yet the, years of his’ f«gn were fertile, and the 
people were contented: (hough in the continuous draggles 
with England for political freedom, it is no wonder that in¬ 
ternal liberty made no progrefs; and that the Scots remembered 
that they were ftddiers, but forgot that they were men 

Before the coronaitioii <»£ die new fbvereign had token place, 
an event oocurred, ominous and ^fgraceful to his reign. His 

• Bowar, 391. Crawf. Houfe of Stuart, 31. StewUrt’s Gen. 6a. In 1356, 
or thirty four yoars befart this period, vk find John Stuart, afterwards Robert III, 
fubduing Annandale, Dah. Ana. II, j but ItU pcecife age renudi^s uaaf- 
ceztained. la <357 his laamoge with Annabella ii mentioned in a chuter. 
Abcrcr. II, 157. 

’ For the chara^er of Robert III compare Bowar II, 440. 
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brothcx, iflatftEarl of Buchan, freed from pareatd controul, 1390 
and knowing <that tbe ^pire had falfcn into a weak hand, 
coUedbed tas higUaadera, and bunted the catbedml of Elgin, 
edeemed osos nf thedhief oinamentaof fhe country, in revenge 
of feme . with It appears not 

diat be was <ev€ai qaefHoood for m fad:, which united barbarity 
with profanation; ; while, had he received the higheff punifh- 
inent, a inaore ufedd v daikkgmcampbxouldnot bav« been 
iflliitutQd, m cuih a.t 3 uhuknt nobility, and teach them obedi¬ 
ence to laws, and fo the iovereiga the guards of laws 
The ecreioomce of the funasd of itche*t JI, and the inftall- 
ment <of his fuccelfor, being celdhsaiteid at Scone, the king's 13 amt 14 
hrft .attenttco was dinsded to the £Qn£iraaa&o& of the truce 

' r ■ • 

* JSowar, JI, 436. Chutek apwi Shaw’s Moray, 

412. The day of St. Botulf is the 17th June: Britannia San£la, fub die. 

About this time William Douglas,/iKe valiant Ibrd of Nith^le, was (Uin by 
die Engliih on the bridge, of £%injtlk;. 1 n 3 ?!riitBa.' Bowa^ 11 ,416. The Pruf- 
fian chronicles feem to be filcnt; wd jh«T«aa&!^,,interAi)gliatn et Poloniam, 

Cotton Lib. Nero,,B. II, have been CQnfuljted.in vain, though eppious in papers 
of this period: a fhLemn .treaty having bpen concluded between England and the 
Grand Matter of the Teutonic order in 1387. In 1402 Henry IV was to 
complain that no Englith woman was allowed to* land in Frulfia, a regulation 
perhaps arifing from their beatuy being dangerous to the challity of the knights. 

In that year there were thirty, two Eng ljth i^ j p s ip the ports of Prj^ia, yet the 
Poles favoured the Scots. Ibid, fub annis. It is well known that numerous 
Scotilh adventurers have feute^in Poland. 

The cutious Memoirs dT‘Marefchal Boodcaiit, wtntten ji Contranporaryy 
and publiihed at Paris by Godefroy, 1620, mention ch. 18, p. p6, that 
Boucicaut went to Pruffia, for the third time, .to isvenge the death of Mcilirc 
Giiillaume Dugla^fafter Bourbon had proceeded to Batbary againft the infidels.) 

Many tlrai^gers had ailebibled at Konigtbe^, to join .the Grand Mailer in his 
war j^^inli the Strtfcenfp (infidels of Prut&O and Dbnglas had been flain by 
the trealbo of the En^lb, whom Boucicaut defied, but jvas anfwercd that the 
veojeance belonged only to the Scots. The Grand Mailer was dead, but the 
infidels were defeated at JLetfo. 
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1390 witli England, and the renewal of the league with France 
The Earl of Fife ftill managed the public aHairs^, which 
continued for the firft eight years of this reign in a Bate of 
external peace, but were fomewhat difturbed at home by inroads 
of the highlanders, difliiiguiihed by French and domeilic writflK, 
from early times to the prefent century, as the lavages of 
Scotland. 

1392 One of their incurfions into Angus has been efteemed worthy 
of hiBorical prefervation. According ta Bowar, the 0(H||ii^v^tor 
of Forduu, it was conducted by Duncan Stuart, a natural ion of 
the Earl of Buchan; but Winton’s account bears, by three 
highland chieftains, Thomas, Patrick, and Gibbon, fons of one 
Duncan. Sir David Lindiay of Gleneik, hearing that an 
inroad was intended, fent a fpy to difeover the circumflances 
of the de%n; but he never returned; and the highlanders, 

’ Winton, 859. Bowar, the continuator of Fordun II, 418. As Fordun's 
materials clofcd about 1385, his continuator fliall henceforth be quoted: his 
name is fpelled as it appears in old Scotiih charters in Scotllanrers Calendars, 
and in his own work, p. 447. . ’ ' 

The renewal of the league with France was ratified 1^ Robert at Edinburgh, 

1 Dec. 1390: Regificr, f. 65. ms. Leagues France and Scotland. Tt refers to 
that of 1371. 

• Bowar, 420, Ayles Fife the Gsvemer, “ coram rege et guberiaatore'yef 
the power is more certain than the titk. In Vefp. F. VII, f. 29, are inftruc- 
tions to Henry Percy, Scroop, &c. 27 May, r^i xiii—‘I3901 to demand the 
remainder of David’s ranfom, being 24,000 marks: le Roy d’Efcoce, et Ic 
Comte de FyiF Gardein d’Efcoce,” are mentioned. In 1391 are inftrudions, 
ih. f. 30, requiring the homage of the Scotifli peers, clergy, and commons, and 
that Robert fliould attend the Engiifli parliament: the fuin of aoool. a year is 
demanded, as arifing from Edward Baliol’s lands, aifigned to the kings of Englaiul, 
viz. Berwick, Roxburgh, Edinburgh, and all the pofleilions of thefe moj»rchs 
in Scotland at the time of the truce of 14 years, between Edward III and 
David n, &c. Thefe extravagant demands feem to have been ocCafioned by 
Robert’s renewal of the French league; and, if propefed, were treated with due 
contempt. But Robert accepted the treaty of l^Uinghen: ib. f. 36, ti. 't. 

exceeding 
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exceeding three huiitdred in number, rufhed into the plains. 1392 
Sir Walter Ogilvy, Sheriff of Angus, and Sir Patrick Gray, 
collcdlcd their followers, and marched againft the plunderers, 
whom they found at Glafclunc in Stormont; and a conflict 
began, during which the Sheriff was joined by Sir David 
•Lindfky. The. highland ferocity prevailed; and the Sherifl', 
with his half-brother Walter Lichton, and fixty of his people, 
were {lain; tmd Lindfay and Gray wounded’. That any 
chaftilemeiit was inflifted on the marauders does not appear 
from the original account; but it would have been happy if 
Robert III. had ^jofTefTed fu^cient benevolence and ability to 
impart fbme degree of civilization to this unhappy part of his 
lubjeds, and to have fulfilled the nobleft duties of royalty by 
the propagation of law, peace, and induflry. 

The infanity of Charles VI of France, which appeared this 
fummer, and the confequent difiradled ftate of afeirs in that 
kingdom, confpir^d with the Englifh difeontents, under the 
maladminiflration of Richard II, to render a prolongation of 
the truce Leilinghen expedient: and it was accordingly 
extended at different times to Michaelmas 1394, and afterwards 16 Aug, 
to the fande term in 1398 *. This conRant repetition of truces 
between England and Scotland, uidcnown to any other hiflol^, 
is tedious and unpleafing in every View. One is led to imagine 
that the fyfteiei tpf Hobbes is founded in truth, and that war is 
the natural fiate of man. But peculiar circumflances contri¬ 
buted to this inveterate .and lengthened ejunity. The conduct 
of Edward I, when chofen the friendly arbiter of the difputes 
concerning the Scotdh fiiccefiion, was unkingly and ungenerous 
beyond example f anddeftroyedthemoftfecred rules of Ibciety, 
and every bond of mutual confidence, and of public fmth. l£ 

» Bowar, 420. Winton, 863. * Ryiaet, VII, 714, 769* &c. 
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2 is no wonder tlicu that the Scotifii nation had converted all 
their aatient regard for the Engitfh into a rooted enmity; and 
that the fjtuation of the two nations confined in one ifland 
occafioned continuous war. The ambition of fbvereigns, that 
chief feourge mankind, and fpriag of slaughter, led the 
Englifli kings to maintain the lofty pretenfions of Edward I,. 
and untaught by experience to ho|» the vain conqueft of 
Scotland; nor could they abandon their claims left juftice 
fhould be interpreted want of power, and the higtreft wifHom 
accounted imbecility. Such evilfr couM arife from the ambition 
of one maa! The inadmiffion, or dubious grant, of the title 
of the Scotifh fbvere^ns, was an inftilt to them, and to the 
nation; which^ wifti the unjuft pretenfions on the one fide, 
and jealoufy and revenge on the other, preciitckd all hopes of 
iblid and lafting peace. Wheawc find Henry VIII, in 1542, 
repeating the extravagant claims ef die firft Edward, almoft 
in his own words, we riwft exult in thofe h^ppy events which 
terminated a difoord that threatened to be perpetual ^ - 

Our hiftorkns, barren in the important provinces of internal- 
govenmtent^ natiouil freedom oc fiavery^ laws, and manners, 
and arts« have condefeended to‘preiierve, two incidents of little 
importance, but to fhe?w dte barbaious fpirit of the times. 

• In I3[94 occur two letters ftom Annabella queen of Scotland to Richard 11 . 
Vcfp. F. Vn, f. V. 38’,'n. 2, and'fl 39, n. r. Tlie firft, dated 28 May, fays 
that the time of conferettce, propofeit for * marriagB between- certain perfons 
of their families, is too ftiort,. as the king wan then in. a diftant part of the 
country: the fecond, I Aug, nientioRS that the queen was juft recovered from 
child-bed (of James 1 ;) b^t that the ift e^ Odtobor would be- a proper time for 
ambafladors to meet, and confider the marriage,, between avcws procheins 
lie votre fape, ct adcune des enfhns du Roi, mon fetgnmr, et de nous."' The 
male hence appears to have been Engkfh. Compare the oommiftSon of Rkhaid 
for the marriage in Rymer, VII, 787, dated 27 Aug. 1394. 

In the &iiie year John Dunbar earl of Moray was wounded in a tourney at 
London, and died at York on his return. Caxton’s Higden, f. v. 398. 

'A feud 
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A feud arilhig betwcea Lin^y of Crawford and Rol>ert *395 
Keith, allb a man of wealth and diftin6lion, tlie latter laid’"'*''^*^ 
liege to the caftle of Fyvie in Buchan, inhabited by his own 
aunt the wife of Lindlay. Gathering between three or four 
hundred of his friends and followers, Lindlay palfed the Gram¬ 
pian hills, called the Mcmth or M&md by our old writers, and 
was met by Keith at Bowrtie church, in the Garioch, Aber- 
dcenlhire. In the conflid Keith was difcomfited, ‘vi'ith the 
lofs of about fifty men'. 

The north of Scotland being diltuihed by continual feuds, 1^96 
between the two highlaiKl faftkms of Glim Kay, commanded 
by one Shee-beg and his' relatioiKt, and Chin Quhele under a 
Chriftic Jonlbn *, which could be appealed by no authority 
nor art of the king, or Fife the governor, it was at laft adjufted 
by the Earl of Moray and Lindfiiy of Crawford, that the dif- 
pute Ihould be terminated by thirtymiett, appointed upon either 
fide to fight in the royal pnefence at Perth. Having met on 
the day named before the king; gov«^^ many noMes and 
a great multitude, eager to lee this novelty, one of the Clan 
Kay fdt his heart fail, and efoaped by fwimming acrofs the 
Tay, upon which a cbwn who was prefimt Offered to liippiy 
his place for hatf a mark. A fierce battle enfiied with bo^, 
battle axes, fwords, and daggers ? and ended in the defeat of 
Clan Kay, who had only the merceiia^ ;[eft alive, while eleven 
of the opponents keeped the field h The'liighlanders were 


* WintiSn, 866. 

* Winton, 868, calls the clans, of “• wyld Scottis,” Sha and ^hele\ and 
the-ieadei; d the ftfineF by his account was Sha Farquharfon, a^asently-the 
Shi»-Beg, or Sha the little, of Bowar. 

* Winton, 868, but he fays the confliSl was indeciiive. Bowar, II, 4.20,421. 
The modem improvements, or comiptions, of the tale are beneath notice; they 
unaccountably originate with Lefley and Buchanan. 
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1396 afterward* in<)re quiet for a few years: but it might be (aid 
' upon this occalioii that a public fpedlacle had been appointed, 
to manifeft to the nation that the government was without 
power, and the laws without force.. 

1398 To refume a more impoitant train of events, David Earl 

March Carrie* eldeft foa of the Icings the Earl of Fife, and other. 

ScotUh commiflioners met John Duke c^Aquitain and Lan- 
cafter, and others* on the part of England, according to an 
agreement madei in the'*preoeding year, at Haudenftank on 
the marches; and the truce was renewed to Michaelmas 1399 
It is not improbable thatithe fuperior title of the Englifh Duke 
led to ibme chtim of prewdcnce, orrel^dl, not reiiflied by 
28 April the Scotiftt princes, for in the courfc of this ftiminer we hud 
the hrft appearance of the ducal title in Scotland ^ ^ audits 
appropriation affords anodrerw proof ^ the king’s weaknefs 
and of the govemor’sHnfetiable ambition. . The heir parent 
of the kin^om was erdated .Didee of Rothfay, a Durable 
hamlet in the iHe of Bute* .while; the^ whole ifland would no^ 
have afforded a territorial latle tba baron; and the Earl of 
Fife had the realftyle<)f heir iqjparecitf in the title of Duke 
of Albany, or of all Scotlatel hordk of the firths of Clyde and 
Forth. That fiich a perverfion fhonld have continued to our 
own times, is only an inftahee trf that iittttention, and blind 
imitation, fb rmtural to mankind. . Thefe titles were conferred 
in a fblemn council held at Sconeand prince David, then in 
his twentieth year, appeared as the leader'df a tountement, 
exhibited at Edinburgh by the queen’^ command *. Chivalry 

* Rymcr, VIII, 33. A fetter of Carrie to John of Gaunt occurs,' Vcfp. 
F. VII, f. 68 , n. a. 

* Bowar, 4aa.. Winton, 873. 

* Bowar, 431, fays it was held near the North Loch, ** ubi nunc eft lacus 
docs this imply that the lake was recent i 
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now reigned in both kingdoms : Morley, an Englifti gentle- 1398 
man, came to Scotland to chailenge combats, as David Lindfay, » 

created Earl of Crawford, had fome-years before been an aftor 
in the Iplendid tournamente of Richard II 

A frelh oongrefs of commiffioners was-held, to eftablifh oaober 
.further articles of truce; and guarantees were appointed for 
more effectual fecurity of . the borders, and to aft as guardians 
of the peace, in .preventing or chaflifmg any limitary depre¬ 
dation *. A difference was compromifed? which "had arifen on 
the captum of alScotifh veflcI, -haviiig.on board Sir John Ha¬ 
milton of.,Cad^oQ, ancefior <rf! the Dukes of Haro 
other men of rank, by immediate. reiJoration,; deliverance, 
and compeu&tion for the damages Butu the; family of 
Douglas feem not to have been pleafed with the appearances 
of amity betwetm the kingdomsy, which the critical fituation 
of R^ard Il^ i bwingto the rdvolt of ilreland^ /had led him to 
wifla^or the JEarlfi fon, with Sir William Stuart and others, 
broke down the bridge at Roxburgh,: plundered the town, and 
ravaged the, adja;oeot:landa^. aTh«i, expedition .may however 
have been a mere fally, of intempe^e ; courage, for the Earl 
of Douglas foonsaiter iconfe»te|i«iJ;^, jMP:aiden the weftern 6 Nov. 

marches^ to .obferveithe tmoe^f ifthd-igayei feemrities fqr that 
purpofe- *. The .Engliflbt Hihg» Wtefft, upon Irifh expedition, 
was, now anidousito eftabliibi;aifl(eal and lading, peace with 
Scotland, i and inftnified his>!amtefl&dora to nfe , every endca- 
vovir for this end, or,, ptj! any , rate tp procure a long truce. 

The Dnkes of Dancad^eCfand Rothfay;again met; but only 
coiifirmed the truce formerly eflablifhed, to laft till Michael- 

^ Bowar, 421—424. Winton, 853. * Rymer, VIII, 54. » Ibid. 57. 

* Ibid. Winton, ,870, feems to narrate this incident; but has erroncoufly 

put Jedburgh. , ; : 

* Rymer, VIII, 58, 59, &c 
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1398 mas 1399 Lancafter l»d long been Lord Lieutenant of the 
EngUlh marches, and being of courfe the chief inftrument 
in the negociatious, it is not matter of furprize that they did 
not fucceed, when we coiifidcr the differences between him 
I'ch. and Richard.’ Upon his death in the enfuing year, his fon, 
’390 irritated by the injnffice of his fovereign, returned from his, 
Scpi. 30. (hort baniihment, dethroned Richard II; and is known by the 
name of Henry IV, as the fucqcfsful ufurper of the EngUIh 
. crown. 

While the parliament of England was occupied with the 
depofition of otic fovereign, and the appointment of. another*, 
the Scertifh borderers took and ruined the caffle of Wark, the 
governor Sir Thomas Gray tlten being abient upon his parlia^ 
mentary duty, and ravaged the adjacent country *. Henry IV 
foon after nominated Raljdt NeviUe earl of Weftmoreland to 
treat with Scotland; and, in caie that a peace or truc^could 
not be ol)tained, to offer an agreement that the tewns of 
Dumfries m Scotland, and Penrith in England, &ould be 
declared free from any hoftility This and another com- 
miffion, granted in the end of the yeju', were alike ineffeftual. 

» Rymer, VUI, 65. 

* Winton, 8791, 880, tells a Rrange (lory of Riclniid II being difeovered in 
the Hebiides, by an Irifli lady named Biifet, wedded to the brother of the lord 
of the Illcs. This Richard was howevw maintained by Robert III, and by 
Albany the regent: Iw was indevout, and Teemed diftraded, fays Winton. 
Bowar, 427, believes the tale. The riming ctu^niclcr gives, p. 880, an inco¬ 
herent account of the feizure of Dumbarton c;;iUe, by the parfon of Kincardin 
O Neil. 

* Waif. 403. But Umfraville defeated the Scots at Redfwyre, on another 
inroad. Harding, f. 199. 

* Rymer, V'lII, 107. Abercromby unaccountably ftyles Weftmoreland the 
brother of Henry IV j in which he is blindly followed by Guthrie. Robert 
had, in his letters, only addreffed Henry as duke of Lancafter. Vefp. F. VII, 
f> 59, n. 3. dated 2 Nov. and f. 66, n. i. 
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The malady of the mmlfescih, and the diftiirbcd condition' 1399 
of France, prevented any exertion agatfift the new 
king, though that pcwer did not behold with indifference her 
ally Richard II httfled from the throne^ and tlie intrufion (jf 
a prudent and fpirifed ufurper. She excited Scotland to re¬ 
venge her by veSiatioTis inroads: and early in the year 1400 

Henry fomnooned his ehuneil^ t 4 ebnfider the moft effei'T:iial 
means of retorting Vengeance ^ IJrfeappily thele, means 
were foon fuf^lied by Scotland itfelf, in the wea|:nels of its’ 
governwicnf, and its intefline divisions. The Lorn of the Ifles 
was acknowledged; as tffual, the ally of England; and he 
vifited that kingdom with bis bfdf^jer'John, ahd a refiride of 
a hundred horfe *. Political knowledger fflitifft have been very 
confined in a country which pemeii^ed this conftaM liftorti- 
fication; for' if the neceflSiry naval force could not be procured' 
to contain, yet art and induftry might have invited allegiance. 

The KzA of March, ettraged by a violent affront from- the 
Scotifh government, the circurtfftances of which will appear 
with more connexion and a^antlage iw a fiiccebding part of 
the narration, was preparing to throw hknfelf into the arms 
of England, a country to which fituation, anti mterell, had 
always too much attached’ his family ’.5 

’ Rytner, VIII, 1.25. To avoH a parlrament, and taxes, dangerous in a 
new uAirpation, the lords fpiritual and temporal aflefled themrelvcs. 'Hw 
engagement of the carl of Blmland is prdferved, Vefp. p. Vfl, f. 72: he is to 
fumifh 60 men at artdsfor three mondis, himCilF and 16 knights, the remaindcii* 
fquires. All who'had offices, or penfions, were to ferve, except queen Ifabel's 
fervantsk Ib. f. 73, n. i. The royal jewels were pawned, Vefp. F. VII, 
f. 91. fecurity was granted to London for money, f. 9a, n. i. The Chelhire 
rebels were pardoned' oii condition' of fervice, f. 92. n. 2.. 

• Rymcr, VIII, 146,, 2 June. Yet, in March, Douglas herald had been 
fentby Robert to propofe an accommochMion. Vefp. F. VII, f. 77. n. 2. 

* The firft letter of March to Henry, offering liis.allegiance, is dated Dunbar 
18 Feb. Vefp. F. VII, f. aa* 
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1400 Some Scotlih (hips, under command of Sir Robert 
Logan, were taken by the EngUfli. This admiral had boafted 
that he would dejUroy the Englifli fleets, and efpecially that 
employed in fifliing near Aberdeen : but the event was other- 
wife : and the Englifli (hips ravaged Ibme of the Orkneys, 
then held of the crown of Norway by a Scotifli carlIt is. 
furprizing that a country fd well adapted for maritim power 
as Scotland, fliould have negle^led that flrong engine of dc- 
fenfiye or ofeftfive war, a powerful navy, while the kings of 
Denmark Sweden, whofe refources were little fuperior, 
had numerous* fleets. 

Henry IV at length determined, by the moft vigorous mea- 
fures, to rendw the commencement of his reign illuftrious, in 
the eye of his rubje 61 s, and dreadful to his foes. He refolved 
upon a perfonal irivafion of Scotland, being the laft to be per., 
formed by ad' Englifli monarch. It is aflerted that his chief 
irritation to this project aroie from Ibme intercepted letters, 
from the Scotifli governor the duke of Albany to France, in 
which Henry was branded with the appellation of a preeminent 
traitor; and an infliit mufl wound deeply, %hen fliarpened by 
malice and truth*. The prudence of Hcnry had fufiiciently 
weighed the fltuatlons of Scotland and of^Frahee, before he 
9june ventured to try his new ^wer m>this expedition.. He flim- 
moned the whole naiRtary force of England to .meet him at* 
r8 June York: and, to feve appearance with France, he ordered 
protection to her fliips, and to thofe df'all countries, except 
ajjuly Scotland*. Arriving at Newcaftle, he admitted March to 
his homage and fealty, and granted a peiifloai to his wife and 
heirs*. The proud ufurper then fulminated a letter to the 

■ Waif. 405. The captors of Logo’s veflbU were of Lynn; “ per viros 
<)e Lemnia.” 

• Bowar, 430. • Rymer, VIII, 146,147. ♦ Ibid. 153. 

Scotifli 
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ScotiOi king, and another to the prelates and nobles, com- 1400 
manding them to meet him at Edinburgh, by the twenty thirdx— 
day of Auguft, to pay homage to their lord paramount. In 
thefc letters the whole fabulous claim of the firft Edward is 
revived, and deduced with great faith from old Locrinus'. 

A pitiful ballad, wMch has reached our times, feems to have 
been the only, and proper, anfwer of the Scots to this de¬ 
mand Revenge for the infult which he had received from 
the Scotifh government muft have incited Henry to fuch an 
arrogant manifefto ;■ for his prudence is too firmly eflablii/hcd, 
to permit a belief diat he entertained views pf effeihially 
fiibduing Scotland, 

The Englifh army entered that kingdom, while a powerful 14 Aug. 
fleet coafled along with proyifioxis ^. After celebradng the 
Afeenfion of the Virgin at Hadington, Henry-marched to 
Leith, where he remained three days, and made repeated 
aflaults on the caflle of Edinburgh, which was bravely defended 
by the Duke ^ of Rothfay, attended hy Earl of Douglas, 
and many noblemen and gentlemen of the Ibuthern part of 
Scotland. Mean time the Duke. of Albany had collefled a 
copious army, and advanced. lo Qaldermoor. in Eaft Lothian. 

A Angular kitercourfe took pUce.between, the Englifh king, 
and the Dukes of; Roth&y, : attdr:^Ubany. Rotlifay fent a 
meflage to the invader,; that h^^i pretenfions to the Scotifh 
crownmight, occafion :the efinfion of much chriftian bipod, 
which to prevent, he was,willing .40 ioftlo the difpute by a 

* Rymcr, Vili, 155. 

* It is preferved In the Mdtlimd Us. P^yfian Lib. Camhrid^, and is called 
the Ring (reign) of Um Roy Robert, from the firft line, It was written by a 
dean named David Steel: and is printed, but incorreAIy, by Watfon, in his 
cdledion of Scotifli poetry, Edin, 1709,8vo. Part II, p. iii. 

* An order to Lynn for fliips, 12 July, r. i. occurs, Vcfp. f. VII, f. 64. n. 2. 
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140a combat 0$ one, two, or tibree nobles, againl^ an equal number 
the Englilh. Heniy parried this amiable ially ei yonthftit 
vivacity by a pcce of wit; anfwering, that he was forpriaed 
that Rothfay, who fliewed fiich averfion to iBied ehridsa^if 
blood, Ihould propofe a combat of the noltdes, whofe blood 
was certainly diriftian. Albwiy, on his fidc» feat a letter, 
promifittg that, if Henry would keep his Elation for fix days, 
he ftiould give him battle, and either Ae in the field, or fore© 
him to raife the fiege. The Englifi^ monarchy with his ufua) 
^irit, gave his royal word that he Ihould await the term 
mentioned; and to teftify Ms pleafiir© at the tidings he pre- 
fented to the herald his itpper garment, and » chain of gold. 
All»ny howevw did not fulfil his rhodtxnontade; but keeped 
aloof, and' left his nejdiew m imminent; dang^ death, on 
captivity*-. 

Henry’s lenity and moderatiOtk, dtaring the wf^e of <thi3 
•xpedkion; were remarkable^ and fufficiently con^afi;) his 
charadler with that of Richard-ll i whde outage proclaims 
his weaknefi ; wMle tins kivs^n &ewed: that cruelty and 
deibru^on are ieldom the compaitkns of courage and-wifdom.. 
To tile towns, villages^monafteries^ and even forCreflbs, which 
ildimitted; he inilantiy fisnt a banner, painted with Ms arms^ 
to be di^layed as tiie fused %nM that* noaecf Ms army fhould 
approath ^em. And when two^ltmoasof Hblyroodhoitie-came 
into Ms prefence at Heith, to requefi the preftirvatipn of ^eir 
rnmudbery, he anlwered^wkh great afiabdity, “ Ftpr be from 
my arms the difgrace of molefring^ any holy churdbt, and efpe*. 
ci^y your’s, in. which my:^.tiysr»,,the duike.jof 
a kefrige.. I^am myfrM hidf by 

* Wahingham, 405, ia.ver}r.bric& Compare 99mi|,4^0». WinjtoQ^ 880^. 
Htymev, Vllf, 157,158. But Albatiy|a mc8^get fiiemi.t0 reft; with^EchsrcU 
ai}(l .^fcromby, 11,215, fiJfely quotes Buchanan. Yet fee here 0 &. 1462. 

maternal 
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maternal defcent; and I call God to witnefs that nothing 1400 
but grofs provocation could have brought me here as a foe. 

But there are in your government'pet^le who Write letters in 
a iingular ftyle: and my intention is little to injure the colintry, 
but to fee if the writer dare t& tmuntaifl hfS WbfdSf by meeting 
•in battle him whom he terms trtraitsor/^ i'ihdiiig that'Albany 
declined an engagement^ and flOt thiilkltig the oiftle of Ediri^ 
burgh an objefl Wor^y ICttiger dSlfty) Ctf dSl^iliiig df faMing 
that for»efi j perhaps even unwilling to ex|^ to the chance 
of deftru^ion a place which had afforded an afylum to his 
fether ? Henry taifed the fiege, and wi^rew his arWy into 
England’. It is not improbabie,'a* the feme time, that i 
failure of proven, and die rUmottted infvtrredtibn of Owen 
Glendour in Wales, afferfed ftrcmg afgumente for this retreat. 

But if it b© difflenlt to accobut for the mottwB of Henry; 

what are wc «o ^iids^ef thcde df Albany upon this occafion f 

At the head of a atSAy^ 

of a trhiiftphttnt enemy In due heart of likeoimtry ; and fafiheld 

with indifference the daOgw OfdiOheir ajf)parettt, whofe ranfom 

mud have cofttthe naticm an immeinfo itim* The prudtmcb of 

declining a battle ^ith the force’"of Englaiidf conduced by 

the monarch, feeins to have been fol^ efoibUfhed in' ScOtifo 

politics, by ^the latter maatfos of Robert I: and the moderil 

axiom, that battles drd the i^e-Of iigdomnce, and^ that a Wea^^ 

general fights when he knows not What do, wdf appi^’en^ 

not unknown in fmmer times. So mUch n$ay be i^ered' ui 

Albany's vsndtcatioiw^ But thw chara^er of thSi itiah Will foon 

develope «H its bhucknefs; and contfiRency of wicked afh<i 

bitiaa anuR force as to inferthaty to Rich a nnn^ bafe mothred' 

• « . 

* Bowar, 430. Winton, 881, mentions the deftru£iion of the houfe of' 
Dalhoufie, as the Xole ravage of Heniy’s arms. 

i a muft 
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mud be the moft ef!e£lual. Our ancient accounts afcribe 
Albany’s conduit to a previous enmity with Rothlayand it 
is probable that this gallant youth, confcious rf his birth and 
expeiied royalty, faw with impatience his father, his king, his 
country, under fuch mean controul. Apparently a coward, 
certainly unknown in war, Albany might from bafends decline 
the combat with a bold and capable monardb; and from yet 
greater bafenefs might have exulted to fee, in the capture or 
death of Roth&y, the feciirity, the prolongation, of his re¬ 
gency. 

Some events, which preceded the Englifh invafion, have 
been refervCd to'this place, in order to prefent a clear and 
conneiled account of internal tranladto'i^s Scotland, in- 
terelling and important in an eminent degree^ The King’s 
infirmities increafed with his age, and ibe Duke of Albany 
mufl be regarded as the chief agent, in afiairs, which, from 
the monarch’s refidence on diflant parental eRates, fometimes 
hardly reached the royal ear, except by the voice of the nation. 
It is to be regreted that the meagrenefs of our annals feldom 
permits a near acquaintance with hiftorical characters, till the 
reign of the firft James. Sufpended in the darknefs of igno¬ 
rance, and the diftance of time, the portraits rarely appear 
diflinCt, except when enlightened by the fplendor of the diadem. 
HeiK:e arifes a barrennefs in an interefting province of hiftory, 
the varied and Itrong delineation of character, fo neceffary to 
form juft and complete ideas of important events. 

The Duke o£ Roth&y had now attained his twenty fecond 
year; and his mental features nearly reftanble thoie of the 
prince of Wales his contemporary. That warm cffervcfcence 
of vigorous youth, which tamed by rcafon, experience, and 

* Cowar, 430. 

time. 
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time, affords mature materials of a firm and fpirited chara 61 er, 1400 
had led him into fome exceflcs, cfpec^y; of the amorous kind,^r—* 
which afforded pretexts of coiiftramtffrom his uncle the go¬ 
vernor, aiid of reproof f|:pm,j^ ,rpyal pvents. A fondnefs 
for riotous pailirae and , roguery were sdfo laid to the 
.prmce’s charge; who, to caojUc^ltyip, fui^ci^i^y qompenfated 
thefe youthful andttrwial defei^ by l^s good qpa)iities. Endued 
with a comely perfon, hout, an able head, a mofl 

fwcet and a^hle f.tei3^er,i aui4. cven deeply, tindbred with 
learning for that century, his virtues, and not his vices, at- 
tradled the regent’s etimity . 

Robert III only knew h.is own fon.from be malicious reports 
of Albany; but the queen Aiqne^^e^^ fqrme^y famed for 
beauty, and flill for fei^e, fpirjl, fpd gso^rofity, was not the 
dupe of Inch pradlices, and. appears to have fuggefted the 
marriage of the prince, as a proper and ufual expedient to 
overcome his wildne^, by be breetnefs of lawful love, and 
domeflic ties. This proje^ muft have alarmed Albany, and 
he employed every refburce of little cimning to defeat it, 
while he did not dare a public oppofition. To bring be fcheme 
into contempt, to gratify his own avarice, to fbw diffentions 
and obflacles, to procure delay and perhaps abandonment, he 
held up the marriage of his prince to fale among the peers of 
Scotland, inflead of demanding a foreign princefs, whofe con¬ 
nexions might have aidedv her hufband, and have overturned 

* Bowar, 431. The chmAer RethGiy is chiefly irom Winton, 88&. 

Our lord'the kingts eldeil foae, 

Sueite .and vertuore,. young and Adt* 

And his nerreft lauchful air; 

Honefli abill, and awenand. 

Our lord, our prinee, in alt plefand, 

Connand into literature, 

A femely perfoun in flature. 

the 
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1400 the regent’s msibitious plans. The Earl of March, a friei^ 
of Albany, was the highcft bidder; and having paid a large 
ium, his daughter Elisabeth was afUanced to Rothlay. But 
at the inftigation of the king’s council, the Earl of Douglas, 
Archibald the Grim, offered a ^^^ger him, which was aifo 
received; and the cegent darmg to trifle with that illuflrious. 

family, the prhuie a;B:uaQy niar^^ the dau^ter of 

Douglas, at Bothw^ 

The only excufi; oflered to March tlmt the confent of 
the three eilateshad nc^ been procured to the marriage; and 
as no meeting of parliameat is mentioned, k is to be prefxuned 
that m this rude age the king’s council, confining of members 
clerical noUb, and common, was regarded as reprefenting the 
three eflates, when ineonvenient to fncomon that formidable 
body. Nay the repayment of the ium advanced was refufed, 
or dekf^yed; and March, hunung with indignaaicm, procured a 
iQife conduct flMutn the king of England, aind retired to that 
country, leaving fails caiBe of Dunbar in the cuflndy of Sir 
Robert Maitlaskd^ After the retreat of tfenry an arn^ was 

• Bowse, 4.28. 

* The flrft iMer of March to Keniy, at alxnre toeittioned, ts dated Dunbar, 
x8 Feb. It ftates that he i« gieetly wronged by Rothfayy who efponied his 
dsu^ter, and tbough bbunii b>y l^s. Ijettcr and feal, is about to marry another t 
the earl requefts help as the kiaiiuan of Henry, AUce de jBcantaont being gud- 
4 ^ (gnuid-mother) of Henry, and Marjory C^inyn her full filler, gud-dame 
of March. He ofiers his own alfegiance, and that of his vaflsds: defires that 
lordfumevah.or Welbnorelsnd, be feht to confer with him; and a fafeconduft 
for himfelf and too followers. After apoio^zing for writing in Englilh, as 
he underllands that fpeech better than latin or French, he figns in French, 
“ Le Count de la Marche d’EIfcoce.” Yefp. F. VH, f. 22. Furncval was 
fent, ib. f. 39, n. 2. On the 13th of March Weftmoreland was commiflioned 
to enquirc the detenninatijoa the Scotiih earl. lb. f. 78. But the precile 
date of March’s retreat into England is not apparent; though it feems that he 
remained in Scotland till he met Henry at NewcalUc on the 25th of July. See 
Rpdpath, 369. 
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n^ed to heii^e dstt important fortrefi, which if betrayed to 1400 
the Englifh, might have afforded a dangerous poft to the **—*^* ^ 
enemy; and Robert I!1 himfeif appcunreid a» general: hot, 
before he reacl^d Dunbar, Makland wats httimidated and 
yielded the caffle to the fertt Of Ddtfglfts If the Scotiih king 
had no opportunity to IheW ins mt^kt talents, he at lead 
evinced his goodnefs and jtfffke hi this ejlpe^tion. After 
waiting at Hadingtdn three days, till vat^OOS rakifhrcfeidents 
arrived, the army prepared to marcfi, the tfttiftpetS founded^ 
and the king’s foot was in die Mtrttp to imohnt hfe lair^, Whfen 
a poor butcher begged an aadienee. The conS^piainft was againff 
m officer of the royal hotifliok, ythd had not paid for the 
meats ordered: the monarch heard the ckum and pati- 

oidy, and fent for the officer y who not being foand he paid 
the fom himfolf. He then ordered # pmolnnatiDiif at the 
maihet cro& that all' debbs doe- by his attendants (hould be 
inilantly demanded! and p^d; and in foture alw^ obforved 
tliis cuftora'on teavihg a»y pkce y atf eibtmide 
fUbjo^S, in a» age^ when di&rent Ratutes were retjuired to 
enforce a like prance in the nc^Cs. The people upon this 
occafion remaifoered widk^ .pleafove Me fonilar condwH atf his 
eoronarion, whcifc he ordered paym^ fo^ the iffonai^ry cf 
Scone, for the gr<wing^ com trodden tm foot by the! mu^ 
doide SxMi matjeers aim (^en. effeemed beneath tb» ffigtiicy 
of ^fory; bun for be tli^ pride which-Wo^ prevent a goc^ 
a^on to the nieannft of maiikind, or kS'ot^memoitnibti y 
and if this lufllbric dignity be inimical to amiaUe views of 
manners^ arid to humanii^, it is rather aii^cfojo^of fcOrn thav 
of admiration. 

Though, in November and Decembier^ fOnie* conferences i^qh 
between the EnglHh and Scotiffi commiffiotieiiS had been held,, 

a 

* Bgwar, 420. * Bowar,4x8,419. 
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1401 only truces oF a few weeks had been adjufted'; and the war 
refurhcd its ■ depredations. Henry’s deiraands w^ ex¬ 
orbitant, as he had been irritated by Robert’s negle^i, and 
by being treated as an uiurper. The Engliih monarch in- 
ftruCled his oammiffioners to require the homage of Scotland; 
if refufed, an annuity, or lands, were held out as temptations 
to Robert: IhouM this fliieteniion prove: a marriage 

treaty between their families was to be propofed, or at leaR a 
truce of thirty yoMS *; a& thefc terms were rendered nugatory 
by the Scotiih alliance with France. 

Robert ih vaih dOmaided that March (hduld be delivered 
up: and diat earl required the reftiturion of his ellates with 
as little fuccefi, ^ Henry IV knew fr<aii experience the ’^ue 
«f a traitor; and e&lended to March, his hiends and followers, 
the warmeft protedtOft. EAger to wipe off the ftain trf his 
capiivify, Heftry Perdy joined March; 'Who was inflamed with 
Revenge, ahd anxious t6 etnhee his imptMtance by his fcrvices; 

3 Feb. arid th^ entered Scotiandi' at the head oF two thouland chofon 
men. Piercing by Peebles to Linton, they al&ulted without 
fucce^ the caiUe of Hales, burned three villages, and encamped 
at PreAon. ./But thc^ fo^ of the ^rl of I^puglas, advancing 
from Edmburgh againfl; ?them, with a body of Ids followers, 
they made a precipitate mtreat; leairing theri ^ils, and tents, 
and'^prej^bd proVffibi^ Scots purfqed* thiri^ k whole 
dreary iqght pf; l^t fl^n of the* yeayr, awid capered many at 
Colbrand’s^pat^ ;^e reft efoaping to Berwick; at foe very 
gates of wHch foum foe lancej^« of the lord 

Thomas Talbot were ;taken Tiw heir of Douglas a feW 

r ' . . , 

* Rymer, VUI, 166, 

* Inftni£tioi» Vefp. F. VII, f. 83,85, n. f, written, from intrinlic eridence, 
after Heniy’t return. 

* Bowar, 4^9. 
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months after wore the brilliant coronet of thathoufc, upon 1401 
the death of his ftther Archibald, furnamed the Grim, a peer 
recommended to fame by his wifdom, as much as by his here¬ 
ditary valour 

This year forms an epoch in the hiftory of Scotilh legiflation, 

.the more important, as, after the various laws of Robert 11, 
no further intelligence arifes, till the luminous period com¬ 
mences with the ftatutes of James I. 

. The ordinances pafled in a parliament held at Scone are a* I'cb 
numerous *. Many concern private property, then in an ob- 
fcurc and precarious condition, under the feudal oppreffion, 
and rapacity of the great: but the following chiefly dcfervc 
hiftorical commemoration. It was decreed that the king’s 
lieutenant-general the Earl of Fife, and other royal minifters, 

Ihould hear the caufes of churchmen, Mjidows, orphans, 
and minors, without taking iureties, and jtulge without delay: 
that, during the papal ichifm, any excommunicated perfbn 
might appeal to the confervator of the cluirch, and after« 

* Bowar, 429., 

Thefe events have been dated 1400 by our hiftorians, ffiiited by Bowar's 
inattention to the comtnenceiaent of the year; but the preceding narrative, 
and notes, evince them to belong to 1401. Red^th,- 369, thews little actimea 
in not being able to folve fo Oender a'perplexity. 

In 1401 Northnnd>erland and Jus fpo demanded I opO marks from Henry, 
for an inroad, Vefp. F. Vll, f. 70, piobabiy this: from this letter it alfo 
appears that they had 3000/. a year for the wardenfliip of Berwick, and the ea(f 
marches \ and 1500/. for that of Carlifle ai^ the Weft. Oh the 28th June 1401, 
the manor of Clippefton was granted to Marcli by-the EngUlh king. Rymer, 

VIII, 20$. I . , ^ 

* Thefe laws are publiihed by Skene, in his polteSion known by the name 
of Regiam Majeftaiem, from the firft words of a trcatife pre^xt. They 
•were extant in the Regifter in his time, zi he Mentions in his fraft De Ver- 
bonim Sign!fn-Mti(»ne; and their authenticity is unqueftioned. See alfo M8% 

Harley, 4700. 'I'he date is accurately marked in that ms. and by Skonc- 

, VOL. I. K ward«t 



<56 BOOK n. 

1401 wards to die general congregation of the clergy; that the 
“v^duel fliould only be permitted in four cafes, the crime mu ft 
infer death, it tnuft be fecretly defigoed or perpetrated, the 
fuipicious muft bear verifimilitude, and the truth was not to be 
difeovered by witnefles or writings. Among the caufes why 
gifts are revocable, are clafled the, arts of monks in perfuading 
the laity to donatiems. Ufiiry, or intereft, is not to be allowed 
againft a minor, who is only to pay the prmcipal. As a check 
on the flicriffs, their clerks are to be appointed by the king, 
and only amtaiabk to him, to prevent any connivance in 
injuftice. The juftidary courts arc to be held twice in the 
year, on either fide of the Forth: the coroner is empov\ ercii 
to arreft perfons indifted: lords, of regalities, flieriffs, and 

baroii^, are to hold their journies of juftice twice in the year, 
and abbreviate the terms of appearance: the king’s jufticiary 
may removeiherifta, or other royal o^ers in cafe of default, till 
|he fitting of the next parliament, which is to judge the caufe; 
d fingular ftatute, confounding the legifiative and executive 
powers. *V. To prevent the great and horrible ravages, depre- 
daticHis, fires, and homicides, .which arc daily committed in 
every part of the hingdotn, it is ordained that all the fticriffs 
in the realm make public proclam^^ons* that no perfen tra-, 
veiling ftiaU be , allowed more rditendants than thofe whofe 
maintenance he defiuya.” depredators, incendiaries, 

robbers, murderers, are to be |>uniflied by death and confifcation. 
The ftieriir arreft. malefeiftorsf ar^ tkke bail for their ap¬ 
pearance at the of .juftdee, or ciremt^ their 

nonappearance infers rebellion, and forfeiture of the bail; if 
no bail be found, they are at once to be: tried by an affizc, 
and if found guftty forfeit their lives;, jf tihey ftee from one 
Iherifi^om to another, the firft fiieriff' is to fend, a precept to 
the fectmd for their deliverance to trial; a fimilar orocedure is. 

to.. 
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to be ufed to IcM^ds, and officers of regalities, and all lieges are 
to affiift. Among the more minute ftatutes, may be named, 
rl\at allotving the lieges to purchale victuals where they pleai’e, 
on paying the cuftoms; that againft burning thif heath of moors 
in liimmer, or autumn, when the corn mi^ht be damaged; 

.thoic againft the killing of fdlraon> or hares, at prohibited 
tealbns; that which orders farmers, who rent lands for a term, 
not to alienate the leafe for a term exceeding the agreement. 

'J'hele laws, like the ruiiis of an ancient hhll of juflice, infpire 
reverence from their priftinc majefty, and utilky; and will 
intered the philolbphic reader, as reliques of tlie progrefs o£ 
fociety, and of the hiftory of man. 

The efFcils of March’s vengeance have already been nar¬ 
rated; but a feene of a blacker and more deplorable kind isr 
How to open, in the murder of the Duke of Rc^hlay. The 
power and lenfe of the queen, the gravity of Trail biffiop of 
St. Andrews, a chief promoifcer of concord, the, valodf and 
wifdom of the firft Archibald Earl of Douglas, had balariced 
the ambition of Albany, but thefb three lupporters of the^ 
monarchy died within a ffiort period *, arid the governor's 
paffions had no longer any controul, fave from Rothfay’s 
merit, and juft pTeteniions. Archibald the lecond Earl of 
Douglas of that name, born to adorn that ftimily by his valour,' 
but to difgrace it by his cbnduflp was married to the elder 
daughter of Robert 111 ; as hia father had efpoufed a daughter 
of the preceding king. Thus doubly corinefled with the rcqlai 
family, he leems to have regarded Rothfay; who had wcdlSsd 
his fiftcr, not with fraternal affedion, but with the malevolent 

eyes of a rival iri ambition. Joined in ftri6l friendftup with 

> 

* The fourth peftilence which had ravaged Scotlitnd appeared in , kufi 
it appears not that any. of thefc great perfons fell a vidtim to it. Wintonv:884.. 

K a , Albany., 
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1401 Albany, and lus fecond Ton John afterwards Earl of Buchan; and 
''^"^jnifled by their offers, or by a pique at Rothfiiy, he fhared their 

1402 deteflable fchemes. The young prince had been married about 
two years, but had no children; and perhaps hating the wife 
forced upon him by his uncle’s avarice, he purfoed his former 
courfes. Albany, on pretence of reftraining his wildnefs, had- 
fet a band of his partifans to watch his condud; and now that 
the occafion opoied the regent gave the hint, and this band 
reprefented to the king that his fon would no longer bear 
counfel, nor rcftraint. Indeed this impudent plan of Albany, 
this council of guardians, appointed to watch a man of fenfe 
and fpirit, and that man the heir of royalty, was a certain 
mode to irritate and inflame youthful paflions, but never could 
tend to moderate their influeiKe. The decrepit and infirm 
monarch was, as \ifual, ^flant from the public fcene, and 
guidbd by thofe around him; among whom was now unhappily 
one Ramwgny, a knight who had formerly fuggcfted to 
Rothfay the aflaffination of Albany, but the generous natum 
of the prince had rejefled the propofal with horror and indig¬ 
nation. A iucce&fui criminal- may be honoured; but a crime 
offered, qnd refofed, expofos the cbaraiSler to certain hatred’ 
and contempt; and it is not matter of wonder that Ramorgny 
became in lus turn the bitter enemy of Roth&y. At his fug- 
gelHon* which may be conilrued that of Albany, Robert fent 
a written order to the regmt, to arreft his fon, and confine 
him for a fhort time, in order to fubdue his ftubborn fpirff; 
forgetful of the certain difgrace which the confinement of the 
hear apparent muft entail opi his reign, perhaps on the future; 
forgetful of the ftainon tins fuoccflion, and danger of confe- 
quent difafle^ion in the fubjeds;- forgetful how fhort a path 
leads a prince’ frdm the prifon to the grave; ' 

Tha 
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The royal mandate was bom by Ramorgny and by another 140a 
enemy of Rothfay, Sir William Lindiay, whofe filler Euphemia * 

had alfo been alfianced to the prince, and rejeded ♦. From 
thefc circumflances it may be perceived that the fcheme was 
laid, and conduded with all the deep anH daric art of confijm- 
mate villainy. Albany, receiving the order with joy, refolved 
on its immediate enforcement, and that the bearers Ihould be. 
the executors. Privacy was neccflary; and Rothfay was in¬ 
veigled into Fife, upon pretence that he ihould take polleifion 
for the king of the caftle of St. Andrews, tiil the appointment > 
of another bilhop. When the'uniiilpeding prince was ridingJ 
with a Imall attendance, between Nydie and Straburn, near: 

St. Andrews, he was feized, and held a priibnec in the caiUe, ‘ 
till the governor and his council, ailonbled at Culros, ihould< 
determine the place of his confinement. .. The tower of Falk¬ 
land was named; and thither Albany and Douglas, with a; 
ftrong band of followers^ conduded the prince, leated on a 
labouring hDrfe,i arid covered with a ruftbt clbke,- to defend 
him from the falling rain. Here under the cuftody of John 
Selkirk, and John Wright, two alfalfins eniployed by Albany,- 
the moll cruel of d^hs,.that of fiamine^ awaited the heir of? Eafter 
the monarchy: and he was buried in a private ^manner 
Lindoris, difiant from the tombs-of the Seotilh kings, or thoie 
of his family, the conlpirators not darings by a. funereal pomp,';' 
to awaken the attention and detedion of the people *, 

, ♦ Bowai>43a. . .. 

* Bowar, 431, 432. Winton, 886, writing in Fife, the earyom of.Albany,; 
and under his regency, conceals- all the circumilances, and only mentions the 
death and burial of David. Budhanan, X, id, fays a woman fupplied the un¬ 
fortunate prince vrith thin cakes of barley, while another gave him milk fronts 
hcrbreail.s: but they wcK dctefled.itnd^cmoved. iphe talc ieems &om-Boyce, 
f. V. 350, who adds tltat the piince devoured his own fingers, in famine and 
defpair. 

A grer* 
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1402 A great fecurity to crimes arifes from the good nature of 
honefty, which believes their commiflion impoffible; and as 
Albany had conduced his horrible plot with great fkill, and 
gave out that hia nephew had unexpectedly died a dvfenterv; 
and for the imprifonment there was the king’s pditive man¬ 
date; it Is no wonder that the nation was beguiled. To fecure 
and to continue his regency, it was however proper that every 
16 May doubt fhould be cleared, and a parliament was called and mer 
at Edinburgh, an aflembly which the long government of 
Aibaaay had lufficiently taught him how to chufe, and influence. 
In a mock examination Albany and Douglas confefled the 
imprifimment, but imputed the death to divine providence. 
A remiflion was however thought neceffery; and was given 
20 May by the infifm fovcreign in terms as ample, as if they had 
murdered the heir apparent. In this pardon, which is extant, 
the confinement of the puince is afcribed to the caufe of public 
utility; but the immediate motives of the perpetrators are 
expreisly laid to be concealed fix a fiiflicient realonDoes 
this fingul^ declaration refiir to the king’s mandate, which 
might in the vulgar eye have appeared a confent to the death 
of his fon; or to fome crime falfely. imputed to Rothfay 
by the confpirators, as for example a defign to murder his 
fether, or uncle ? This is dark: but it is certain that folly and 
wickednds are companions, and that the means ufed by Albany 
to clear his charaCbr arc precifely thofe which fully eflsiblilh 
his guilt. 

To divert the public attention, it was refolved to continue 
the war with England, which had been interrupted by a Ihort 

' • This curious paper is preferved in the 4*0 Rcgifter often quoted, f. v. 12, 
sdjciicc? it vis puWiftcd by Sir Oevid Dabymple, Reoarks, p. 278. 
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trace, and (bme neg(^tioRS for peace A fair pretext arofi) 1402 
from die incurfions of March and his adherents, that earl and '•“v— 
his ion being penfioaed by the EngUfh king, for the mainte¬ 
nance of a fmali body of troops during the Scotiih hoilUities. 

By the advice and fupport of die young eari of Douglas, then 
yefident at Dunbar, the chief landhoyers of Lothiaii agreed 
to condufr feparate expeditions into England, b^ufe the 
people of the Merfe favoured the exiled ©wl, and did not exert 
their uhial inroads. The leader of the firft incurfibn was 
John Haliburton of Dirlton, who advanced a coniiderabk way 
into the inimical country, carrying fire and ravage in his pro- 
grefs, and returned with fucceis and fpoil. But the fecond^ 
conduced by Patrick Hepburn of Hales, met with a di^rent 
fate; for having advaxu:ed too far into England, and remained 
too Imtg, the Earl of March foemd time to unite the power of' 
Northumberland with his own, and 40 intercept Hepburn and 
his followers in their return, at Wefr-Nifbet in the Merfe, 22 June 
three miles fbuth of Duns. An obflinate oonilifr enfued, 
rather fr.vourable to the Scote, till the ion of March arrived 


* Tn Vefp. F. VII, f. ii8, is a letteffrom Doi^asto Henry, dated Edybred- 
fchellis, I Feb. and figned “ Le Conte do Dou^as^ Sdgoear de Cadway et 
de Dunbarand Henry’s anfWer 2 } Feb> occurs f. 84. From thefe letters it 
appears that on the i6th May 1401, (fee in Rymer, Vllf, 190, a truce of 
26rh April i4o£} I>)ug1as and Northumberland had met at Camelfpath, and 
agreed to a truce of a year to Martinmas 1402: Douglas complains that. 
Northumberland does not obferve the treaty. Henry in rotum-Uames Douglas 
for burning Bamboroughyet promifes to fend comnri'flioners. Tltetranf: 
a£lions of the various years, the title of iEXinbar, fee. (hew thefe letters to have, 
been written in 1402. . 

Yet on the 20th Sept. r.. 2=1401, Henry had ilTued inflTu£l!ions to demand 
homage of Scotland, admitting however that if there were tio evidence, the. 
claims ought to be abandoned, and a treaty of thirty years propofed, England, 
cetaintflg Berwick, Roxlmrgh, and Jedburgh. Vdp. F. Vfl, f. 83. 

with- 
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14.02 with a frefh reinforcement, when vi6lory declared for the 
Englilh. The Scotifli leader was flain, with feveral other 
gentiemen, and the flower of the youth of Lothian i many 
were mortally woCnded; and John and Thomas Haliburtons, 
John and William Cockburns, Lauder of Bals, and many 
others remained captives*. 

Douglas, flung with regret for the lofs of his brave friends 
and countrymen, and inflamed with rage againft March, his 
particular enemy, immediately applied to Albany for a body 
of troops, to be added to his own power upon an expedition 
into England. The governor confented, and difpatched a 
confiderable force under Murdac his eldeft fon; the earls of 
Angus and Moray alfo joined Douglas, who entered England 
with an army of ten thoufand men, carrying terror and de- 
vaflation to the walls of Newcaflle. Henry IV was now 
engaged in the Welch >yar againft Owen Glendour; but the 
earl of Northumberland, and his fon the Hotfpur Percy, with 
the earl of March, colledlcd a numerous array; and awaited 
the return of the Scots, impeded with fpoil, near Milfield, in 
the northern part of Northumberland. Douglas had reached 
Wooler, in his return; and perceiving the enemy, feized a 
flrong poft between the two armies, called Homildon hill. 
In this method he rivalled his predeceflbr at the battle of 
*4 Sept. Otterburn, but not with like fliccels. Tlie Englilh advanced 

• fiowar, 432, 433. The Ipot wai afterwards called Slaughter Hill. 
Hume Dougl. I, 3|8. Aa original letter from Henry to his council, dated 
HarAurgb, 30 June, is extant^ Velp. F. VII, f. 18. He informs them that 
the fon of March, with 300 foldiers of Berwick, had defeated 400 Scots; and, 
among 346 taken and flain, are John Haliburton and three other knights cap¬ 
tives; while Sir Ritrick Hepburn fell. He adds that 12,000 Scots had ravaged 
the coantty around Carlifle, and intended another invafion, fo the neceflary 
dirediona for defence mud be ifliied. Northumberland, and his fon, appear, 
from this letter, to have hsca high in Henry’s favour. 


to 
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to the aflauk) aftd Henry Percy was abdut to lead them up 1403 
the hill, when Mar^h cattgjht His*'bridle, and advifed him to 
advance no further, but to pour thc'drcadfal fhower of Engli/h 
arrpws into the enemy. This advice wasVfollowcd with the 
ufual fortune; for in all ages the bow WM the Englifh inftru- 
toent of vi(Sory, and though the Scotsj and pcfhaps the French, 
were? luperior, in the -ufe of the fpear, yet this weapon was 
ufelefs after , the diftant bow had decided the combat. Robert 
the Great, denfible of this, at the hattle of Banocbum ordered 
a prepared detachment of cavalry, to rufh among the Englifli 
archers at the commencement, totally to difperfe them, and 
flop the deadly eftofiom But Douglas now ufed no fuch pre¬ 
caution; and the confequcnce was that his people, drawn up 
on the face of a hill, prefkrted one general mark to the enemy, 
none of whofe arrows defcended in vain. The Scots fell 
without fight, and Hmrevengddv till a fpirited knight, Swinton, 
exclaimed aloud, “-O my brave Couritrymeiil what fafcination 
has feized you to-day that you ftand like deer to be fhot, inftead 
of indulgiiig" your amient TOura^, and meeting your enemies 
hand to. hand ? Let thofe who wall, delcend with me, that we 
may gam viftory, or life, or ftll like men.” This being heard 
by Adam Gordon^ between -whqm and Swinton there exifted 
an antient a:tid deadly feud, attended with the mutual flaughtcr 
of-many h mfbaaitly fell before 

Swinton, begged his pardon; and defied to be dubbed a knight 
by tom whoto, he .tnuft libw regard as the wif^, and boldefi: 
of thjtt order , in Britain. The ciraremony'perfotmedi Swnton 
and Gordon defeended the 'Mil, 'acbom^med oMyv by one 
hundred men ; and a ^deljMsrt^ to 

death. Hs^.a funUar fprnt been fj^own by tJv^ army, 

it is probable that t^e event of the day would have been dif¬ 
ferent. Douglas, who was certainly deficient in the moft 
• VOL. I. 1. important 
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1402 impomant qualities of a general, ieeing his arm)'^ beg^n to 
thfpwfe, at length attempted to desfeend tilie bill; but the 
Eagltih archers, retiring a htde, lent a fli^t mtows lo 
Aiarp and iltong that no armour could withftand; and the 
Scotilh leader himfelf, who& paoopljir was of remarkable 
temper, fell under .^woiiiids,. thouj^ not mmtal. 'Fhe. 
EngUfii men of ’arms, knights or fquires, did not ibrike one 
blow, but tttosakied fpei^ators of the rout, which was now 
comptete. Oreat immbers of die Scots were (lain, and near 
five hundred peiifiied in the river Tweed *upmi* 4 heir fiight. 
Among the iliuftrious captives were-Douglas, whofe chief 
wound deprived him of an cye^ Murdac fon of Albany; the 
Earb of Moray, end Angus; and about twenty four gentlemen 
of emment rank and fw>wer. The chief flain were Swinton, 
OOTdon, Livingfton of Chlendar, Ramfay of.Dalhoidle, Walter 
Sinclair, Roger Gordon, Walter Soot, and others. Such was 
the ilfiie of the unfortunate battle of Homlldon 
Hmiry Percy di%raced the vs^ory by an adt of cruelty. 
Among the captives was Sir William Stuart of Foreft; and 
Percy hifi^dtt^t he, being a-native of Tividale when under 


* Bovar, 433^-14^. Wlnton,^8t6-ii¥88. W«lf. 407,408. 'Otterburn, 236. 
W^l&aghainigivit idw of ^ df the vrows, ** ut ipfot. 

armatos tcfftrafcn^) gltMos ferferarm^., bnecas 

fiindt^nt.’* He brands ’Sir John Swinton, as “ infidus ufri^ue regi.” Hall 
in dHcribing this'battle, 'f. v. 17, fays not unpoethadly, “ the bright beam of 
viiSoiiy ftone on who infpeSed Ihe ^ot, 

informed the author thatdHtK (Sa.ihddenj/i^r, or Uttle pmcipke;, on die tide 
of the hid which the Scots dcfcepded, and t^Mch, Jwii)g ,tmpctce|vcd hy them, 
contributed much to thdr cobfufioa and rout. 

The anonymous hiftorian of'iLe^LabpurcUr f«ys'IV 453, that Petty had only 
l$oo cavalry, and ^aoo artben. ’mprre <bs BiTars a French Imight was taken^ 
for whoff .raB(bm> iwd tW of Baiiglat, a was raifed in France. 

See alfo 1^ Urfms, p. 148. 

the 
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the English power, flrould be regarded as a traitor. Sttiart, 1402 
a maa of wififeaa and ekxjnenoe;, defended himlelf fo well*— v— 
that he was aoqnitfed by .diree fucedfive juries ; but the nialice 
of Percy led him to appoint a new jury of his followers, and 
Stuait Wifi dmwn ‘aiod <|aa3^edv;>aimidft murmurs of the 
•En^ifh, who knew that his ewrit was the oi^ his 

death'. 

Henry 1 ¥, on receiving iattdligehce of the. battle of Ho- 
mildon, defired the Perdes'iieM their 

prilbners, widioot his conl^it : itnd, to pidiiate this apparently 
harfli mandate, he generoully granted the trarldom of Dou^i 
with Eikdale, Lidfeaie, ijanderdale, the lordfieip of SeUiifk, 
foreft of Ettrick, county of Tividale^ asrd all the other appwfi" 
dages of that hi^ houfe, to the Earl of Northmaabc^d; 
who finiled at this liberal gift of « comlry# neithiBr Cttnquered, 
nor likely to be an ofeje^ of eafy feiature V' 
refolved to take the lnwg in Msti^ and tb make this 
conqueft the protended ohjeft of .arms, iia^^ be turned 
'againfl: rite granter. Mtmitiine the regent’s fel^ 

ibmetimes termed Earl of Etfe, aad feme Other fU'iibnecs 
were fent to Hoftiy, and Were fw-sfented in feU pariiatnent. :o OA. 
Sir Adam Forefter, one of rit^ C^prives, made k-fpeedb be¬ 
fore that great 'ansdo^lee; whidi wonM been wifer if 
better timed, reprefenritt^ thi and durable 

peace between the bpt- Hwiiy oratiem, 

■becaxife Forefter .had iatmiedy him, concerning 

* Bowar, 434. Winton, 8871 who adds ihiU a fquin;, named Thomas Kcr, 

Was tried with Stuart, f(pf the fitmealki^ged offentje, aBd^^f*tldei|ah«d tn the 
fame illegal Waj^. >Thftr <qt]arter| were ejfpQfedoaifeqij^s ef Yoth* an atrocity 
foon retaliam^ (m^Pcrcy t^iiaf^lf, as Wifitop t^fervel, p. 888«' 

' kymer, Viil, 278, 289. 

Albany’s 
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1402 Albany’s intentions to fight, at the liege of Edinburgh cafile’.. 
The heir of Albany was freed, upon his word of honour not 
to withdraw from England; the inferior prifoners were com¬ 
mitted to an eaiy confinement. The carl of March requefted 
the parliament, that he might be reftored to his lands in proT 
portion as fubdued by the Englilh, and that fiich of his people 
as chofe to obferve allegiance to England fhould be received; 
all which was wUlingly granted, but it was infifted tliat his 
people fhould take an oath of fidelity 
^403 An incident occurred, which contributes to paint the features 

of the times and of the government. Sir Malcom Drummond, 
brother of tJw late queen, had been married for fbme years to 
Ifabella, in her own right countefs of Mar. He was fuddenly 
furprized in his caille by a band of ruffians,, and imprifoned 
till he died of his hard captivity. In tlffi next year, a decent 
term having ejqrired, Alexander Stuart, natural fbn of Alex¬ 
ander the deceafed earl- o^ Buchan, brother of Albany, forced 
the counted to wed him i and as he was a noted leader of 
.the highland freebooters there is no room to doubt that he had 
been tlie murderer of her hidband, in order to attain this 
wealthy marriage. Thefie unworthy deeds were fanftioned by 
the government; the king’s name beiixg boldly fet, by the 
regent, to a charter confirming the earldom to a lawlefs in^ 
truder*. Thus every iniiilt, and every crime, feem to have 
been crouded by Albany, his younger brothers and adherents,, 
that could contribute to the deprcflk>aand defirudiion of the 
king’s family and connexions.. 

* Pari. Hift. 11 , 71-,,72; London r75r, igvolb 8vo; 

* The commons reconunended him to the king.' Waif.' 238^ 

* Winton, 888, 889. Sir D. 'Dalrymple Sutherland Cafe, Ch. V, 41;. 
Eecord of Charters, B. 7, n. 257. 
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The Earl of Northumberland, and hJs fbn, were now intent 1403 
upon open rebellion againft Henty IV; and to colour the -v— 
railing of their troopvS, and gain time for adding frelh mufters, 
it was refolved to make a Ihort incuriion into Scotland, on 
pretence of rendering effedlual the grant of the earldom of 
Douglas. Accordingly Henry Percy, and the Earl of March, 
proceeding with a conliderable; force bclieged Coklawis, a June 
llrong tower in Tividale on the confines of the Merle *; but 
found fo obftinate a defence that,-, both parties being fatigued, 
it was agreed, between Percy and Greenlaw the captain, that 
if no aid were fent by the Scotilh king, or governor, the for- 
tj-efs fhould liirrender on the firft of Auguft, being fix weeks 
from the date of the-convention.. Gladllane, the proprietor 
of Coklawis,, who had remained concealed in the place, foon 
haftened to the king, who referred him to the governor. 
Albany alTembling a council of prelates and nobles at Falkland, 
laid the affair before them; and. they knowing him little in¬ 
clined to war,, pretended diat; it was better to give up that 
paltry turret, than encounter; further danger from England,., 
when the. Scots were weakened and difheartened by the late 
defeat. Upon which, to their furprize, the regent who ap¬ 
parently had intelligence cd" the commotion raiied by the 
Percies, and that the north of: England was incapable either 

* Bowar, 435. It wras in,, tfie file of th:e prefent Ormifton, about 

three miles to the fouth of Kelfo. In a letter to the Englilh council, Ncwcaflle 
30 May, Velp. F. Vfl, f. 23, Northumberland mentions that he and his fon 
have indentures and hoftages for the furrendcr of Ormiflm caftle in Scotland, 
on the ift of Auguft,' if not delivered by battle; and he requires money for his 
fervices. In a letter to Henry, 26 June, ib. f. 25, the carl demands money, as 
he had received none, though it was maliciouily reported that 6d,:ood/. had 
pafied into bi< hands ftnee the king’s coronation: he afiims his “ Mageftcc 
royallfc” that he fhdl be zKOrmiftm on the day appointed. The letters are 
in French.. 

o£.’ 
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of offence or defeitoe, ftkted up, and exclaimed, “ I vOw to 
God and St. Fiilan ti&t i flmll prevent the appointed day, 
although none fhould attend me feve that youth, my groom,** 
pointing to Peter de Kinbuk, then holding his horfe at a 
diftance. The feouncil, effedually duped and aftonifhed by 
tfie governor’s iwevv ^it, anifivcied with tears of joy, ** May 
God confirm his work in jpou; and 1 ^ his aid we engage that 
our hdp ifliaU hot be decent.” Albany was foon at the 
headiof a hi^eixnis army, confiftlng according to our antient 
iKXOunts of iw* 1»6 fifty thoufend rude cavalry, and as 
many infimtxy^ With Ibme lofs he toOk the fort of Inwerwick 
in Loiiii«m% which had been feiaed by the Englifh, after the 
deftra^on of the flower of Lothian at Homilden; and was 
s^jpToaiching Cokiawis, when a mc^iTger brought him tidings 
that Percy was defeated and ikki at Shrewfbury. Upon this 
the govemor encamped Ins widAbatcaiions around Cokiawis, 
and ordered a herald to procUdm joyful intelligence; then 
thfinifled' his army, and returned is m triumph *. The battle 
Of .Shrewflaury, with the pradent and bold condu^ of the 
Scbtifli earl of Maith On the part «f Henry iV, and the 
fpkked adiions cf Douglas * in behalf Percy, belcmg to 
£ngU(h hiflory: of this nazration ft itf the duty to obferve 
that the condudl of A&anywas repreh«tBble in a high degree, 
and that by his ufiiai tmfcondudl he loft a fit opportunity of 
regaming Jedburgh, Roibmgh,‘or Berwick, cu- ptherwife aflail- 
ing the north of England, in its weak arid difiifFeded ftate, 

* The fiautlon of this ;place h coBipand tb JEjoia^ ih Uie defcripti6n of 
Lothiso, Blaeu'».Af]as. 

• Bowar, 435—438. Waaoti, 889—691. 

r Thas ead had loft wn eye in the battle of Htteildoo s and hi this he Was 
wounded in vtrtndit, Wdf. 411. He feifed Henry to the ground, befoie he 
was himfelf captuiod. Monftrelet, Vol. 1 , f. v. 6, edit. 1518. 


and 
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and avenging the afironts and the loflfes of his country. The 1403 
people of Scotland were then almoft unknown in their own’"*"'''^ 
government, but the patknce of the nobles and gentlemen 
under this long and difgraceihl Regency, yet further to be 
lengthene<^ and difgraced. can only be accounted for. by in¬ 
ferring that Albanyyl 9 lared with them the i^dik of the king 
and of the people, and thus indulged to the utnaoft the na¬ 
tural fpirit of ariftocraey. 

An impoftor appearing in Scotland, under the tame of 1404 
Richard II the policy of Henry IV perceived what dan¬ 
gerous commotions might arife from ^ pretext, and his 
delires of peace were increafed. He wilh^ to include the 
Scots iu the long trace, formerly ratified with France; hut. 
not fiicceeding, ufed other pacific negptiaticxts, and Robert Ill 
on his fide appointed comixufiionera to treat for the mnfbm of May 
Albany’s fon, and Dou^as, .and for a truce if obtainable upon 
proper terms j which was in faft concluded for a very fhort 
time *, Another meeting was agreed on to confer concerning 6 July 
a definitive treaty, and among the Scotifh commiflioners 
were James Douglas lord of Dalkeith, the bsfhop of Gla%ow, 

Sir David Fleinmg, John Merton dpftor of c^non law, and 
Walter Fpreftpr carbon of Aberdeep fpid feerp^y of llpjc *. 

* Winton, 879, 880, quoted under 1399. Waif. 413. 

* Ryroer, VIII, 345, 359, 363. 

* I^> 369, 370. In apparently ^i9ye!ar. Rf)lKitfent Elavid Fleming: 

with a letter to Henry, beginning “ falutem et quietis defiderium,!* to confer 
concefaing fotne affair mentipinKi by the EagUfirking^^to Fleming, Vefp. F.VIl, 
f. 63, n. I. About the fopte tkne'the fiounteft of Mbrclt. wrote to Henry, re- 
prefenting her diftrels, and that bei huftant^ ffoce dtey left their country; 
ti»pefti!ence raged aroun 4 their reddence.and^cir foes afforded no opportunity 
of their retreating ]to>(^olbrand%itli till ti etMteil.- Percy's foilpwcrs were enraged 
at March for the death of their tpaftet. Ac- •, Original iigned “ Vdlic hiimWp 
otatrice,” dfc* Vplp. F.,VH, f, 96, 


The- 
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1404 The lafling bars in the way of (olid peace fecm to have been 
the treaty between Scotland and France, and the polTefilon of 
fomc places in the borders by the English, which they could 
not relign, nor the Scots ceafe to demand, without diihonour. 

1405 A Scotilh veflel, of great valpe, having been captured by 
Jan. an EngliOi armed barge, near St. Andrews* letters were ad; 

dreifed by Robert, by Afoauy his lieutenant-general, by the 
bifhop of St. Andrews, and by other <;pinent perfbns to Henry 
. demanding rcftitution, but without effisdl *. In conlequence 
of this injttihce, the ScotUh commiffioners failed, in their apt 

March pointed meetings wi^ the Englifh on thernarches; and mu¬ 
tual animofity began to bp difpovercd *. 

The aged and fifthly king,, fecludpd in the ifle of Bute 
the viflim of his own wcaknefs, and of his brother’s favage 
ambition, had yet a few, friends left.. Among thele was 
Henry Wardlaw, nephew of the late cardinal, and recently 
appointed bilhop of St. Andrews by the Pope, a prelate re¬ 
commended by his love of letters, and of his king, and country. 
To his charge James, Earl of Carrie, and only fiiryiving fbn 
of Robert IIIj, now in his eleventh year, was committed by 

* The originallettos ntty btf feen in Ve(p.' F. VII. Robert’s, f. 1.02, n. i, 
beginning tvitb wilUiDg to Henry"" falut'em et quietis populi defiderium 
Albany's, f. 26; the bifliop's, f. lOa, n. 2; tbe carl of Crawford’s, f. 103, n. 1; 
and one by David Fieniin|| df Bi|S;ar and Cumbermld, f. 82, n. 2. 

* O. llte Engliih conathiflioners, the bilhop of Bad),' the earl of Weftmore- 
land, and Iwd Fitahug^, to Henry, Morpeth 26th March. Vefp. F. VI I, 

f. 96, n. I. . • ' , 

In the courfe of this year Ireland alfo^played hdr refentrhent. From the 
Annals- at the end of Camden's Britannia it apjiwa dat, in the year 1400, 
the conftable of Dublin oafile met Come Scotiih fti^ near Stranford in Ulfler, 
who defeated the Eng^ilh and flew many. In revitn^ the merchants of Drog- 
' heda, A. D. 1405, ravaged a part of th^ Scotilh flioie; and in June, the fame 
year, the people o^^Dublin attadted St. Ninian's. 

* Bowar, 436,430. In the firll pal&ge for B«elm read Bathm. 


his 
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his father, and by his advice France was chofen as a feciirc 1405 
retreat for the heir of the kingdom, from the brutal force or 
dark art of Albany'. The polilhed education to be received in 
that celebrated country afforded a fair pretence for this plan; 
and the regent feems not to have oppolcd it, hoping perhaps 
.fomewhat from accident, divining the unpopularity of a fo- 
reign education, nor regreting to unite the public attention 
by being the neareft heir of the monarchy left in Scotland. 

I lenry Sinclair earl of Orkney was appointed chief attendant 
of the prince in this voyage: and a Ihip was ordered to the 
Ifle of Bals, in the firth of Forth, to receive the important 
charge. David Fleming of Cumbernald, a relation of the 
king, and leveral chief gentlemen of Lothian, conduced the 
prince, and fiiw him fafe on board : on their return they w'ere 
purfued by James Douglas, uncle of the earl, and a conflid 
followed at Hermanfton moor, in which Fleming and many i4Fcb, 
others fell*. 

The 

* Bowar, 439. 

* Bowar, 439. Winton, 895.—Walfinghain, 416, 417, informs us that 
Fleming was (lain in revenge for his advice to Northumberland to efcape into 
Wales, as the Scotilh nobles intended to have delivered him up in exchange for 
one or two of the peers captured at Hoinildon. If fo this event mud have 
happened in 1406. The grofs errors of clwonology in Bpwar, Winton, and 
even our later hiflorians, occafion perpetual difficulties. 'I'hat Robert III died 
on the 4th of April 1406, is evinced beyond ail doubt by the learned Ruddiman, 
in his notes on Buchanan, p. 436; who at the fame lime expreffes his opinion 
that the prince was captured in 1405, as Bowar’s inconfident account bears that 
the capture happened on the 30th March, and that the father died of grief on 
the 28th March; while Winton cxprefsly dates thefe events in the years 1405 
and 1406. It is clear from our hiftorians, and WalGngham, that the earl of 
Orkney accompanied the prince; and he was a captive in England in Aug. 1405, 
when his brothers were permitted to vifit England, as may be inferred from 
Rymcr, VIII, 410 j on the 13th Sept. 1405, a fafe condu6l was gi;antcd to 
Orkney, then a prifoner, to vifit Scotland, (his brothers apparently hoftages,) 

VOL. I. M Rymcr, 
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i 4®5 T'he prince had only proceeded as far as Flamborough head, 
'"’^'"^whcn he was intercepted by a fliip lielonging to Cley in 
Norfolk; and the Scotifli vcflel, being Imall and unarmed, 
30 Mar. was taken u'ithout defence. The royal captive, and his at¬ 
tendants, were immediately lent to the Englifli king, who 
fa id with farcaftic joy, “ Had the Scots been grateful, they 
ought to have fent this youth to me to be educated,' for I 
underftand French well.” Henry then ungeneroufly ordered 
the prince, and Orkney, to the Tower: and nineteen years 
clap:^d before James faw the end of his eaptivity 

Rothfay herald appears to have been fent, in order to treat 
for the deliverance of the prince: and Albany interefted in 
the welfare of his fon Murdac, who remained a prifoner in 
England, endeavoured to conciliate Henry, and exprefled his 
2 June regret for the failure of the conferencesBut a ftorm now 

burft 

Rjrmer, VIII, 415. Yet it is lingular that no mention of the prince occurs 
in any writing of that year. John fon of Henry fays, in a letter to his father, 
Vcfp. F. VII, f. 95, n. 2, that Orkney had joined Northumberland am! 
Bardolf at Berwick: the letter is dated Durham, 9 June, in all appearance 1405. 
Yet Bowar and Wintoh agree that Orkney and the prince were captured in 
March or April. Tlie fame writers concur that Fleming was {lain, on his 
return from accompanying the prince on {hip>board; yet Walfingham feems 
rightly to place tho (laughter in 1406 : he is however miftaken in dating the 
capture 1406, as appears from the paflports to Orkney. When the materials 
are fo complex, and difeordant, the candour of the reader mud be requeiled. 

* Bowar, 439. Winton, 895, dates the capture 12th April. Walfmgham 
fays, with naiixti, that James was fent ** ut coalcfceret et informaretur in 
Francia, de facetia linguaque Gallica." Henry’s words he thus cxpreflles, 

Certc n grati fuilfent Scoti, hunc milillem mihi juveoem inliituendum, nam 
et idioma Francis ego novi." , Hid. 417. Ypod. 170. 

* O. Albany to Henry, Falkland 2 June, Cgned, “ Robertus dux Albania, 
germanus regis Scotix, ct ipfiusiocumtenens gcneralis.’* Vefp. F. VII, f. tor, 
n. I. On the loth July Rothfay herald was again fent by Albany to Henry 
en private buflnefs, probably to infure the continuance of James in captivity; 

and 
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burft forth in the north of Englan<l, which threatened to 1405 
immerge Scotland in open war. v— 

The earl of Northumberland, wh<J had lx;cn pardoned by 
Henry after the battle of Shrewibury, began, in concert \\ itli 
the earl Marlhal of England, the archbifliop of York, and 
tlord Bardolf, to revive his rebellion, if it can be fo called, 
againft the ufurper. But Henry’s vigorous meafures fpeedily 
extinguilhed the flame. Some of the carl’s confederates were 
feized, and executed, while he himfelf fled into Scotland, June 
accompanied by his infant grandlbn, ai\d by lord Bardoif 
The Scots availed themfelves of the confufioa, to manifefl; 
their fenfe of Henry’s injuftice. Some joined Northumberland 
at Berwick; and the Englifh monarch, alarmed at the com¬ 
plicated danger, in vain idued a commiffiou to John his fon, 8 July 
conftable of England, and warden of the caftem frontier, 
(offices transferred to him from the earl of Northumberland 
two years before,) to negotiate a truco with Scotland till the 
followmg Eafter’. Upon the retreat of Northumberland into 
their country, the Scots gave the town of Berwick to the 
flames; but the caftle, which was held for the rebel earl, 

(bon after flirrendered to the Euglifli king *. 

Robert, 

and to explain that any preparatitms of ScoUaiid for war were only to preferve 
appearances on Albany’s part. V^p. F. VII, 79, n. l. 

• Wair. 416, 417. Bowar, 439. Original letters of Henry on this rebellion 
may be found in Vcfp. F. VII. 

» Rymcr, VIII, 403. 

♦ Otterburn, 257, fays that the Scots burned all the to*n, except the 
churches and monafteries. It is fufpefted that it was on this occaiion that 
a fpirited letter was written by James Douglas, fecond'fonof the earl, (Bdwar, 

439 ») *0 the Englilh king, who complained that the followers of that nobleman 
had, in the time of truce, burned Berwick, and fdme places in England. 

Douglas anfwers that the Englifh had killed many Scots, and taken fome 
Scotilh fliips; that they had ravaged Arran, and the caftic of Brathwicke, 

M 2 Lauderdale, 
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1405 Robert, yielding to age and infirmities, had abandoned the 
reins of government to Albany, in title lieutenant general of 
the kingdom," but in fa6i regent. It appears that Albany, 
probably inftigated by Northumberland, meditated, or pre¬ 
tended to meditate, an invafionof England, for Henry ordered 

t; Scpi. his array to be in readinefs to oppofe this defign ^; and h^e< 
16 Scpi. iffued a commiflion to treat with Donald lord of the Hies, 
and Jolui his brother®, the potentates of the Hebudes being 
generally the allies of England. But both parties (bon relaxed 
cml Sept, in their refentment; and a truce was concluded, to laft till 
the enfuing Eafter 

1406 The ambition of Albany prevented any effectual interceflion 
for the liberty of the prince; and perhaps his father regarded 
him as more fecure in England than in Scotland. No warmth 
of animofity feems therefore to have arifen on this account: 

7 Feb. and Henry renewed his powers to prolong the truce *. 

Robert III, o.vcrwhelmed with infirmities and misfortunes, 

4 April died at the caftle of Rothfay in Bute, after having nearly 
completed the feventeenth year of his hapleft reign ’ 

Lauderdale, Tividale, and a part of Ettriok foreft. Thiff curious original letter 
may be found in Vefp. F. "VII, f. 17. It is only dated Edinburgh 26 July, 
diretSlcd “ To ane excellent and amychty prynce Kyng of Inglandcand after 
the words “ Hec Alinychly Prynce, the haly gaft you halt in his yhemfall,” 
is ligncd, “ Jainis of Douglas Wardane of the Marche,” 

About this time alfo, mud have been written a letter from prince John-to 
his father Henry, mentioning that the earl of Mar, (Alexander Stuart,) was 
at fca between Berwick and Newcaftle, defpoiling EngliOi VeiTels. Vefp. 
F. VII, f. 62. 

* Ryraer, VIII, 414. ® Ibid. 418. 

* Henry’s commi{fion,is dated 19 Sept.' Ib. • Rymcr, VIII, 430. 

* Winton, 898. Bowar, 440. The capture of James happened on Palm- 
Sundtiy 1405; the death of his father on Palm-Sunday 1406; Winton, 897, 
898. Hence perhaps the fable of Robert’s dying fuddenly, on receiving tlie 
tidings of his fdn's capture, as both events happened on the Jam day. 
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CONTAINIKO 

THE REGENCIES OF ROBERT, AND MURDAC, 
DUKES OF ALBANY. 


Chamber of Albany—-March returns—a heretic burnt — fed- 
burgh taken—mutual ravages-r^infurreSlion of Donald lord 
of the IJles—battle of Harlavo—univerfty of St. Andrew's 
founded—Henry V' of 'England — incurfons—difgraceful ex- 
Jiedition of Albany^his death—Murdac regent—treaty for 
the ranfom of fames-^ffairs of the Scots in France. 


charader of Robert Duke of Albany requires but a 1406 
few features, to finifli the delineaftion, which has already' 
prefented itfelf in his aftions. He approached his fevehtieth 
year, when, by various arts ahd crimes, he attained the great 
objed of his purfuits, in the Iple? government of Scotland. 

His perfon was taU, and majelHc, his countenance armable: 
temperance, affability,■ elc^ueoce, real generofity, apparent 
benignity, a degree of cool prudeppe bordering upon wifdom. 


may be reckoned arnong his yirtues.^^ But the fliades of his 
vices are deeper ; an Iti&tiate ambition, unrelenting cruelty, 
and its attendant cowardice; or at Icaft an' abfolute defed of 
military, .feme, a contempt biF Ae beft human affedions, a 
long pradice in all the dark paths of art and diflimulation. 

His 
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1406 I lis adminiftration he ftudied to recommend, not by promoting 
the public good, but by ftiaring the fpoils of the monarchy with 
the nobles, by a patient connivance at their enormities, by a 
dazzling pomp of expenditure in the pleafurcs of the feaft, and 
in the conciliation of munificence. As fortune preferved his 
go\ criuncnt from any fignal unfiiccefs, fo it would be an abuf^’ 
of tenns to beftow upon a wary management, which onl\' 
regarded his own intereft, the praife of political wifdom 

The three eftates, having met in parliament at Perth, foon 
after the demife of the late ,king, decency conftrained them 
formally to recognize tlxe title of the captive prince to the 
fovereignty; but the regency and fble command of affairs were 

1407 ratified to Albany The treaty with France was renewed: 
and the truce with England continuing, the regent lent em- 
bafladors to adjufl any differences which had arifen, yet appears 
not to have even mjentioned his captive nephew^ But a more 

finceic 

• 

* For the charii^er of Robert duke of Albany compare Bow-ar, p. 466, 
“ convivus qiiotidianus . . . vir magnarum expenfarum, et extraneis niiinificus. 
Erat enim forma praecipuus, corpore procerus et aitus,” &c. with Winton, 
p. 900, 901, who praifes his beauty, (Irength, wifdom, religion, hatred of 
heretics, chaftity, fobriety, majeftic deportment, aSabtlity, attachment to the 
clergy, and to the commons; and, from two or three lines in the palfagc, 
evidently wrote this part after the death of Albany in 1419. though the hiflorical 
events of his work relative to Scotland clofe in 1407* *hcfc old writers 
uniformly praife the great; both belonged to the Church, which was eminently 
favoured by Albany. Winton lived under his regency, and in his earldom of 
Fife; and Bowar often follows Winton. Their indiferiminate praife is over¬ 
come by the indubitable evidence of fa£l and record. 

* Winton, 899. 

* The renewal of the French league, Feb. 1407, may be found in the 4to 
Regifter, fbl. v. 61, and Ms. Leagires Tub anno. See alfo Du Tillct, f. tiy, 
where, among the perfems tvho fwcar, are James Douglas warden of t^ 
marches, brother to earl Douglas; and John Stuart, lord of Graham, Earl 
Palat'm of Strathern: the latter unknown to out genealogies; the former is 

James 
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fincere and efFedtual iiiterceflion was made for the Earl of 
Douglas, who was permitted to revifit his country upon an 
engagement to pay a ranfbm of one thoufand marks, and 
leaving hoftages for fecurity ♦. Many Scots now crouded to- 
the Englilh court, fome in the hopes of admiffion to the pre¬ 
fence of their young fovereign, and of attrafting his favour 
by their attentions: and others from various motives. Among 
thefe was Alexander Stuart, who had become Eiarl of Mar by 
the unwarrantable means above recited; he appointed a tourna¬ 
ment of Englifli and Scots in which the latter were defeated : 
but his refllefs fpirit carrying him into Flanders, in the fol¬ 
lowing year, he diftinguifhed himfelf in the fervice of the 
Duke of Burgundy, who had fent him to affift in quelling a 
rebellion of the people of Liege, againft their bifliop Jdbn of 
Bavaria *. 

The 

James the Grofs, afterwards earl of Douglas, (fee I4.b5.) Henry’s letter to John, 
Ills fon, coiiceriiingthc prolongation of the truce for a year, occurs Vcfp. F. VII, 
f. io6, n. 2. Albany's letter appears, f. iii, dated 2 March, and dates that 
the Scotiih cmbalfadors. Sir William Grame, and Sir John Stuart, having been 
well received, the regent had called a parliament to confider Henry’s anfwcr; 
and the truce was prolonged from next eafter to that in the enfuing year. The 
archbilhop of Canterbury advlfed Henry, (Vefp. F. VII, f. 88.) to infill that 
“ the fool calling himfelf king Richard” Ihould be given up; but the king 
feems to have palfed this matter with due contempt,* though in 1404 Scrle 
yeoman of the robes to Richard II came from Scotland to England, and had 
perfiiadcd many that Richard was alive. He was executed. MS. liarl. 266, 
5 H 4. 

♦ A copy of the agreement between Henry and Douglas, dated London 
i4March 1407, may be found in ms. Harl. 381, f. 212. After the date Douglas 
adds, with his own hand, that if France or Scotland break the truce, he and hie 
followers iliall adhere to Henry. The copy is by Sir Simonds d’Ewes; and 
the feal is delineated, Douglas and Galloway in alternate quarters, fupporters a 
male and ferrule favage. 

* Winton’s two laft chapters, p. 902—916, relate to Mar’s adtions; his vjfit 
to England in 1407, the tournaments there (fee Otterburn 260;} his voyage to 

France 



Book in. 


88 

1408 I’l^c Earl of March difappointed in his hppes of the conqueft 
’“““■v—' and grant of his eftates, by tlie Englilh monarch, was not 
indifpofed to return to his own country; and the regent and 
the nobles of Scotland knew, from experience, tliat his en¬ 
mity, and his friendfliip, w'ere not unimportant. A new 
govenunent having taken place, Albany could now throw the 
blame of the injuries offered to this nobleman upon the late 
king; and an accommodation was effedted. From the liberality 
of Henry IV March had acquired fome eftates in England, 
which ferved to indemnify his lofs; and Douglas reftored his 
Scotifh domains, upon condition however of retaining the 
lordfhip of Annandale, and its caftle of Lochmaben ^ 

A feene, it is believed, before unknown in Scotland dilgraces 
the annals of this year. James Refby, an Englifti prieft of the 
fchool of Wickliffe, was condemned for herefy by a clerical 
council, prelided by Lawrence Lindoris, an inquifitor; and 
delivered to the fecular arm, and to the flames, at Perth. 

France in 1408, p. 904, paflage thence to Flanders, p, 905; the contefts at 
Liege bct've*"!! J<An of Bavaria and Hpm ; Mar joins Burgundy in the war 
againll Liege, p. »9iq; the death of Horn, p. 913; the council of Conftance, 
1414; the marriage of John of Bavaria to Elizabeth of Brabant, 1418 ; that 
of Mar to a Br|bantine lady, and his return to Scotland, (1409 1 ) p. 916 
Compare Divxus, Rer. Brabant. Antw. 1610, Tol. p. 213, 224. Mar is fjw- 
fially mentioned, in tftq war of Liege, by Des Orfins, p. 196, and Berry, p. 12. 
Albany, in a letter.to Henry 4 Nov. 1407, Vefp. F. VII, f. 77, n. i, teftifies 
his gratitude for the king’s courtefy to Mar, to Murdac,'^d to Douglas. 

It is doubtful wliat is the red 4?*® 'I*® following events, narrated by 

Monflrclct, Tome I, c. 35, edit. 1518, under the year 1407. The prince' of 
Wales, fays that writer, accompanied by his uncles, and an army of 1000 men 
at arms, and 6000. archers, (about xa,ooo in all) proceeded about Teut Julnts 
(1 Nov.) to make war in Scotland. The king of Scotland then at St. yanjen, 
(St. JohnAown, Perth,) in the middle of his kingdom, aflembled a large army 
under Dmgku and Bnchan; but he found the Englilli too powerful, and fent 
embafladors to conclude a truce of one year. (See 1385.' 

* Downr, 444. 
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The articles of his herefy amounted to about forty; and the 1408 
firft and chief was that the Pope is not the vicar of Chrift \ 

Winton particularly praifbs Albany for his averfion to Lollards, 
and to herefy, and for his devotion to the catholic church: 
and from this incident the reputation appears to have been 
well founded. But it did little honour to his govejrnment to 
inftitute the firft example to his country of fanatic cruelty, 
though much of the blame muft reft upon prieftly perfecution, 
upon the examples of othef Countries and, the fpirit of the 
times. The iacred light of philpfophy, which eftabliflies ab- 
folute right of confcience, and unlimited foope of opinion, 
was yet far from its dawn; and the barbarifin of the age 
thought to honour religion by crime, and the Deity by the 
deftruClion of man. 

The truces, Which had extended from the commencement 14.09 
of the regency to this time, havmg expired without renewal, 
fomc of the conunons of Tividale, a people hardened by their 
limitory fituation, and conftant expofiire to war, aflaulted and 
took the Caftle of Jedburgh, which had remained ili the hands 
of the Engliih fince the battle of Durham ** Th e,.j^ ls were 
fo hardly cemented together, that much labour was required 
to deftroy them, as was fefolved, in order to prevent the foe 
from regaining fo firm a- hold t and it was agitated in a parlia.^ 
ment, held at Perth, that a tax of two pennies upon every 
hearth foould be raifed .for this purpofei But the regent, 
anxious for popularity* oppo&d this refolution, laying that 
during ids regency no tax had evtf been levied, nor fliould he 
now begin to merit by that abufo the malediCiion of the poor; 
and he accwdihgly ordered the expence to be defrayed out of 

* 44.1—443. 

* Pvwar, '444. Beltdot Berwkk and Roxburgh, Faficaftle was alfo in the 
hands of fhe Engliih, at appears from different letters. Vefp. F. VII,f. 97, &c. 
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1409 the royal cuftoms’. One of the inconfiftencies of human 
afikirs is, that a power irregularly or criminally acquired is 
often exerted in a manner far more excellent, than the juft 
tenor of authority; for the latter refts upon an indilpenfable 
claim, while the former requires ftipport from the aftedtions 
of the people. 

1410 To revenge the lofs of Jedburgh, Robert Umfraville, of the 
Englilh family which claimed the title of Angq?, entered the 
Forth with ten ftups, and took fourteen veflels laden with 
drapery and grain: and afterwards ravaged various parts of 
the Scotifh coaft. The lupply of corn which he brought chi 
his return, was fo feafonable to. England, then aftlidled with a 
fcarcity, that he was honoured with the vulgar appellation of 
Robert Mendmarket'. But it is uncertain whether the coni 
captured in the Forth was an import into, or an export from 
Scotland. Nor were the Scots deficient in fiicceftfiil hoftility, 
for Patrick Dunbar, thc'fon of March, took by ftratagem the 
fortreft of Faftcaftle, on the northern fhore of the Merfe, 
which had been for a fhort time in the EngUfh power *. 

Although Henry IV was^ irritated by the lofs of Jedburgh, 
and mc^tateda blow againft the regent, yet. to cover his defigns 
he permitted a propofed truce to proceed fo far, as to require 
Albany’s ratification ’. This w^ conveyed in a letter to Henry, 

• Bowar, 444. * Harding, c. 207. Sto^i 338. • Bowar, 444. 

* The truce itfelf may be leen in Verp. F. VII, f. 95, n. i. It is in Engliih, 
and extends from 21 M«y next to ai May 1411: is dated at Reewele 27 Jan. 
1409-10: the commifliooera are Berwick and Cairns for Scotland, Sir Richard 
Redmain and Mr. Holme for England. .On the 21 Jan. 1410, Henry gave 
inftrudions to Emond Bogge, rquire of the chunber, al envoy to Albany, in¬ 
fining on the return of Oougm to England, dfering Murdac of Fife fur a 
ranfom of 50,000 marks, or . if a lot^. peape were glinted his free deliverance. 
Albany herald, had moved the marriage of prince John of Lancailer with the 
regent’s daughter; but his inilrudions were doubted, and if right Henry will 
deliberate on the bufinefs. Vefp. F. VII, f. 90. 
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{bme expreilions of which were efteemed rather prefumptuous; 1410 
for the regent was ftyled “ by the grace of God,” and men- 
tioned “ our lubjefts of Scotland As Henry’s title to bis 
crown was not fo good as Albany’s to the Scotiih, and a con- 
hderable fimilarity occurs in the progrefi of their ambition, it 
is no wonder that fuch expreffions feemed to imply pride, or 
reproach. 

But the moft important event during this regency now 1411 
arifes in the rebellion, as it was termed, of the lord of the 
Ifles. The lubje 61 of difpute was the earldom of Ro&, a title 
of uncertain creation, but which at leaft aiceiids to the twelfth 
century. The aneieht linb failed in Euphemia Rofs, wedded to 
Walter Lefley, whpfc ifllie were Alexander Earl bf Rofs, and 
a daughter efpoufed to Donsdd lord of die Ifles i Eupheimia, 
upon Lefley’s deathi married Alexander Earl of Buchan, fbn 
of Robert II. Alexainder Earl of Rofs had by his wife, a 
daughter of Albaiiy, an only child alio named Euphemia, who 
became a nun, probably by the infligation of her mother’s 
family, and with the intention of refignlog the dignity to John 
Earl of Buchan, lecond Ibh' df the regent, when ihe came of 
age; but the refighation not executed till four years after 
this period *. As Euphemia'by entering into a nunhery was 
regarded as dead hi law^ Dmidd lord of the Hies refolved to 
defeat the machinations of the family of Albany, by an im¬ 
mediate febure of . the earldom, w|^h included the ifland of 
Sky, and lay contiguous to his dominions. Not contented 
with this acquilition, to fhew hiS fcorn of the regent, and 
recommend ids. alliance to the EngBlh king, Donald raifed an 
army of ten tliouftuid men of the Hebudes, and of Rofs, and 
advanced as far as Mar in his defolating inroad, intending to 

♦ Rymcr, VIII, 635. 

» Sir D. Dairytnple, Sutherland Cafe, ch. v, fca. 7, from many records 
there quoted. 
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1411 fack Aberdeen, and ravage the country eVcn doWn to the 

—yWTay*. 

To ftop his deftruftive career, Alexander StUart Eafl of 
Mar, and Ogilby therifF of Angus, haftily coUeded fome 
troops from Buchan, Mar, Garioch, Angus, and Mernsand 
24 July met the mvader at Harlaw, about ten miles northweft of 
Aberdeen. Mar’s army was inferior in number; and the 
battle was obitinate and fierce, but indecifive. On the fide of 
t)onald the chiefs of Maclean and Maclntoih fell, with about 
nine hundred; and Mar loft five hundred men^ among whom 
were Ibme of rank, as Scrymger conftablc of Dundeo, George 
Ogilby heir of the femily, and moft of the gentlemen of 
Buchan The lord of the Hies was however fo much weak*- 
ened, that he was forced to retire; and the regent immediately 
tollediiig an army marched to the caftle of Dingwall in Rofs, 
which he took and garriibned toward the end of autumn. 
Next fummer Albany let three armies on foot to invade 
Donald’s territories, who was obliged to abandon his prcten- 
fions to RbiS, to. make a perfimal fubmifiion, and give oaths 
and hoftages for indemnification, and future obfervance of 
peace*. As the interefts-of the regent were concerned, the 
motives of his conduft dcfcrve no applauie; but the condu6L 
itfelf was in this inftancc fpirited* and political, for it might 
have proved dangerous to have permitted a large and con¬ 
tiguous acceflioii of territory to an independent chief, the ally 
of England. 

• Bowar, 444. 

’ Ibid. 445. Contemporaiy pbem The battle of {farlaw. Miu apjKars to'- 
have married the heirefs of Duffle in Brabant, and return^ to Scotland, In 1409.. 
He lived till 1436. Stewart's Gen. 135. 

* Bowar, 41.5. 
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Meantime it appears not that Henry IV made any exertion 1411 
to aflift his ally, a greater field having opened to his ambition 
in the affairs of France, the long diffenfions of which kingdom 
had now ripened into civil war. Henry prepared the future 
conquefts of his fon by engaging in the party t)f Burgundy, to 
whom he tliis year fent a fiipply of troops r and it became an 
objed of his prudence to prevent any difturbance of his deligns, 
by terminating hoftilities with Scotland. The publication of 
a remarkable papal bull, given by Urban V in 1368, but not 
openly current till now, alfb Contributed to this end’. In 
this pontifical mandate it is forbidden, under pain of excom¬ 
munication and interdiflion, to alt perfbns ecclefiafHcal or 
fecular, of whatever rank, to form any leagues aga,inft the 
government of Scotland, or to enter that kingdom hoftilely, 
or make any depredations in it, or even to protedl or aflift any 
who fhall infringe this prohibition. To the terrors of excom¬ 
munication other penalties are added; and infamy, degradation, 
incapacity of any places of honour or truft, are held out to 
the violators; and, if kings; their fiibjefls are abfblved from, 
their allegiance.. This laft threat may have had fbme influence 
with Henry, whofe title little required any additional fhock.- 
Urban V was a Frenchman, and wajrm in the interefts of his 
country, ftruggling at the period of this bull wth Edward III:: 
the origin of this fulmination is therefore eafily explained; 
and it appears to have lain dormant at firft from a difeovery of 
the friendly, difpofitions of David II towards England ; and,, 
afterwards neglected and forgotten, to have l^en revived by 
accident at the prefent epoch... 

Various negotiations for a truce between J|jptland and 
Scotland occupied this, and. the. foUowu^ year, 

•-Abercr. II, 140.. 
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1411 a fufpenfion of arms. Neverthclefs Douglas of Drumlanrig, 

and Gawin Dunbar, broke down the bridge of Roxburgh, and 
fet fire to the townBut neither this infult, nor the lofs of 
Jedburgh, could divert the Englilh king from his attention to 
France? and the Earl of Douglas, finding no employment 
for his martial fpirit in his own country, refolved to bear a 
part in the French deeds of arms. Thrice, feys a monaftic 
hiftorian, he was repelled by contrary winds, till by the advice 
of the Earl of Orkney his companion in the voyage, he vifited 
the ifle of St. Colm in the firth of Forth, and addreffed his 
fupplications to the tutelary Saint, Columba. Then he failed 
to Flanders, and by the Saint’s alfiftance foon returned‘. 
Douglas mufi: have found it impra^cable to take a decided 
(hare in the war, for the alliance of England (hifted from 
one party to the other; nay the French king himfelf was b- 
decided. ' 

1412 To Henry Wardlaw, bilhop of St. Andrews, Scotland now 
became indebted for her firft univerfity, an evdnt more in- 
terefting and importaiit than dubious negotiations, or the 
tumults of war. It is pleafing to confider the dawn of the 
light of learning, rifmg as after a tempeftuous night of difeord 
and barbarifm, and commencing, its falutary influence. The 
ftudies of the time were indeed unimportant, the thorny trad 
of fcholaftk theology, the clerical jifuirpations of canon law, 
a logic which taught not to reajbn, a phftplbphy devoid of 
wifdom: but ftill the mind was employed, a facriiice, though 
rude, was offered to ft;ieiice, the field begap , to be rnatjjUjTed, 
which b time was to yield produdions of delight and of utUity. 
At Pentecoft 1410 the ledures at St. Andrew# had begun, 

* Bowar, 447. 

* Ibid. The period of Orkney’s deliverance from his EngUflt captivity was 
perhaps 1405. ^ Rymer, VIII, 415, 429. 
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but the bulls of conHrmation were not received till this year, 1412 
when Henry Ogilby mafter of arts, who had been deputed 
on that fervice, arrived with the papal confent. Uuiverfal 
feftivity enlivened the city, the bulls were prefented to the 
bilhop who appeared in Rate in the refedlory, were folemnly 
perufed aloud, and 7 > Deum fong, and the elevation of joy 
and of wine pervaded every ftreet. On a following day a 
grand proceffion was inflituted, in which were leen not left 
than four hundred clergy 

The death of Henry IV, and the fucceffion of his warlike 1413 
fon to the Englifti fceptre, introduced little alteration into the ^*‘^‘^** 
affairs of Scotland. One of the ffrft a6is of Henry V was to 
order the fon of Albany, whom policy had ftill retained captive 
in England, and fome qdier prUbners to the tower; left they 
might have taken an advantage, of which there did not want 
examples, in efcaping upon a pretence,, believed in that age to 
be Juft, that their promifes of honour wesrc only engaged to 
the late king, and became vacated by his death *. Refolving 
to take advantage of the diftradled ftate of France, he had 
effedual means in his hands to feoire the neutrality of Scot- 
land, by continuing the captivity of James, and of Albany’s 
cldeft fon; and to (hew his amicable intentions he difmifTed 
Ibme ScotKh captives of inferior note/. The Scots were 
afterwards amufed with three unfuceeftfbl negotiations, in the 
fame year,, between their regent and thfe Englilh king, for 
the ranibni of James. Albany fept a more ferious enibafly 

' Bowari 445; The origthal charter of the b'iffiop is rchearfed in Scotft. 

Cal. hiider the reign of James Hi A deed of this prelate, 18th April 1414, 
occurs in MS. bbri. 4637^ Vtd. Ill, f. 18&. 

* Rymer, IX, 2. Accordingly the truce of May 1412, which was to laft till 
Eafler 1418, (Ryaier, VIJI, 737,) was regarded as annulled.. 

» Rymer, IX, |i; ; 
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for the ranfom of Munlac his foii; but this defigii alio failed 
and only a truce was agreed on, to laft till June 1414: at 
which time it was continued by further negotiation*. 

While Henry V was occupied with his vidorious expedition 
into h'rance, the Earl of Douglas took and burned Penrith; 
and in revenge Dumfries met with a limilar fate ^ The want 
of an Earl of Northumberland now began to be-felt; and it 
was relblved by the Englilh government to accomplilh a treaty, 
commenced in the preceding year, for the exchange of the 
regent’s fon atid the young Earl of Northumberland, fon of 
Uotfpur, w'ho had been left in Scotland by his grandfather, 
when he retired into Wales. That he was detained as a 
captive, after the feizure of the ScotUh prince, can hardly be 
imputed to injuftice; but he was liberally educated at St. An¬ 
drews by the bilhop, and met with fuch honourable hofpitality 
that grateful impreflions alone filled his mind. Before Henry- 
proceeded to France this exchange had been determined; but 
w'as poftponed on account of the ungenerous flight of Murdac, 
who was however taken, and the captor liberally rewarded *. 
The anxiety of the regent, now far advanced in years, for the 
prefence of his heir, and the wiflies of the Englifh for the 

* Rytncr, IX, 5, 40, 79,4?» 4S» 60. In May 1414 Albany fent Maxwell of 
Calderwood, and Mr. Robert Lanyn, to Henry to negotiate the ranfom of Murdac 
and James. Vcfp. F. VII, f. 1x4, n. i, a: f. 115, n. i. The letters are 
dated at length, ** 26 Maii 14x4, et gubernationis noflrx 9an additional 
proof that Robert III died in April 1406. The defignation of James is fingular, 

Jacobi filii quondam Domini mei regis.” 

Bowar, 447, mentions the alTaflination of Patrick Graham Earl of Strathem, 
by Sir John Drummond, who died before the punifliment of his crime. Graham 
was carl in right of his wife Euphenua Stuart; and their fun Mails Graham 
was dripped «f the title, and edate by James I: a rafli aft which excited a 
Graham to his alTaflination. Sutherland Cafe, ch. v, feft. 13. 

* Bowar, 448. • Rymer, IX, 280, 
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protedion of ariotlier Earl of Northumberland, at laft confpired *4^5 
together: and tlie exchange was carried into eflfeft v—v— 

A frefh treaty for the ranfona of James proceeded fo far, 1416 
that Henry confente 4 that the ScotSfe kiag, now of age, (hould 
vilit Scotland, on condition of relMrning within a limited time, 
under the penalty of one hundred .thoiiiand marks,, giving 
hoftages for fecurityBut Ibme prdiext was fopnd by the 
regent for breaking off this nes^iatipn; and he at the lame 
time entered into a correfpondence with the duke of Orleans, 

!iow a prifoner in England *. 

While Henry V had entered upon his fecond expeditipu 1417 
againft France, and was engaged in the cbnqueft of Normandy, 
yVlbaiiy collefled a large army, and ^^^ding it 
appointed the one under Douglas to inyeft .Roxburgh, while 
he himfelf with the other befieged Berwick. But the dukes 
of Bedford and Exeter, gathering an array of more than one 
hundred thouland men, if we believe an EnglUh hiiloriau, 
and of which Exeter boailed that forty thoufand were equal 
to the choleii fbldiers under Henry in France, the Scots were 

• Rymer, IX, 323. In the invaluable eoUeSiion of papers, Vefp. F. VII, 
f. 108, n. I, is a warrant for removing Murdac to Wwkworth, dated 22 May, 
regni 3—1415 *• inftrufliMn alfo occur, f. :|Lio,' 4 ati^ SI May, r. 3, agreping 
to the exchange, provided that Percy. alTent to fulfill what Robert Umfrayille 
and John Witheringten, efquires^have promifed to Henry in his name. Henry 
Percy being at length brou^t to Berwick, filial orders were ifiued on the 10th 
Dec. Ib. f. 109. 

• Rymer, IX, 417. 

• Guthrie, who generally copies Abercromby, Maitland, and Granger, has 
occafionally new intelligiHtce, but carelcfsly omits to point <»)t his authorities. 

He mentions this correfpondehoe, Vol. Ill, p. 248, as conduced by means of 
Henry Talbot, and betrayed by i donieftic oPOrleans Who was a fpy in Henry’s 
pay. In Vefp. F. HI, f. 5, is an autograph letter of Henry V, recommending 
attention to this intercourfe of Orleans arid Albany. 
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1417 forced to AUanjIbi^ms to have had c^e intelli- 

gencc, and to have thought that the force of Elngland was in 
France, whUe* Henry had in fadi only i £bchdl hut a f'de£^ 

The people of Scotland hj]|»e£Ung thc^ numbers of the foe, 
and (Hily fedng the ih^|p»£hiali^]^dhion, treated this attempt 
of Albany with gr<^f ipitilpn 

The CoM^U-Cf^lN^lince 'ha^ihg fk a laudd>le exai^ in 
the “ ai&rting the foperiority 

qf. councih/C^ the. popes, after fecucmg the confent of the 
other cath<:Sic idngdc&s, at h^ an envoy to Scotland for 
that'pu^fc/ A jwliaa^ to Perth^ 

AbbCvt of Pontiniac p|^)dnc^ Idters ^&om^ and 

from ^ and the ca& was escaoaihied. 

l^BSSsdi^ap^hiM^ to dtC Kegent, who rt^er favouM^I^ caufe, 
and appointed EngUfhmah^te defend' k, 

who ijirae: 0 into heretim propofitions 

in the dteen^t^ theTJhIverfey of Sk. Andtars, and mofl: 
tjlf the fsp|W^ the new 

the Couj»:H, k ^ thatScc^dahd the 

cxatepleof the'oti^ catholic‘ftete^ v V 

1419 The fe^jtrefe^of teken by-. W^ham' H%burtmi of 

FaftcaftWi^nt feme &h^fh troops arrh^il^ undef Robert Ogle, 

* ^war,44^;inet)tion|^is,«tt»(li||^.csUed tijie Aw/ rou/or dii 4 y eicpediii<»n>; 

with dec ieorn'. ' 197, afcribes thu; cnteipozie W; the ieifi' 

gjitions of Old^le ii|nd the Lolards, who wiihed to reftore the pretendt^iXichard 
to the thrtee: a ddicutoui imputatibn, arifing ftpiti inaUgaity. againft the 
Lolards. Qrfeans feetns to-have he«n the ' Tte bombaftic oarrStive 

of Thomas of kltnham. p. 16a, jwy-exotte a Oiate. In Vefp. FrVIl,<L 'i;*5, 

3 , is a letter-of H«iry, dMed^atSeji wbaB j ip t b ii,, taibttbpwg dwtAlbany meaM 
to attadt Berwick by fea^ and laniH* the ajd of Angaft, fed; diat cannon 
and other warlike ftores were BuppedT in Scotland for that putpofe. Albany’# 
army is computed at 60,000. See alfo.|fynier IX, 307,, dated ri4f5. 

♦ Bowar, 449—451. 
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he deceived Hal)^urt6i1 in pr(^o£t1ig a compenlation forde- 1419 
liverance of the caftle, whUc his tncsi fecredy fcaled the walla, 
and overpowering the Scots flew ffalyburton, and bis twenty 
three followers 

Henry V had now reduced all the northern parts of France; 

.and thte Dauphin was left almoft deftitute of friends or re- 
iburceS. In tlua neceflity he feat an embidry fee the Scotifli 
regent, requiring affiftance m conformity with lor^ exifting 
treaties; and a parliament being'held it was reTdlved to comply 
with the Daupl^’s denynd. In ctbifequen^r Albahy fenfe his 
lecond fon, Jdm Stuart Ea 4 of Buchan* with a chfltfen army 
of ieven thoufand men, among whom were fome noUei, aral 
many knights dnd eiqtiires; and upon &eir arrival itk'France 
the Dauphin immediately united flietil with his little'army, 
then about to attempt the redu^ton of Langtiedoc 

Robert Duke of Albany after haying ruled ScOtkmd for about 
thirty-four years* inehxhng His former management under his 
father and brother, died at the cafthrof Stiriingii in thclhirteenlh 3 Srpt. 
year of his foie regency* after a life df upWardadf eighty years. 

'fo his high oiflee his fon Murdae focceeddd i a man of a very 
diderent charafter, indolent and remifo even to weaktiefo,» and 
not capable of paternal, for left of p|i(icely authmity'*; But 
the circomftauces of the times maintained him in his difficult 

s gMrw*>4s9, shpr a loqg;, W eurioo^ digidfioa eonevrntog the hiftoiy ef 
WalM St thwperiod. 

' * Bowar, 419. The bjiftory sfetibed to Alain Chattier, Paris 1617, 4to» but 
realty lytitteh % Amyi (fee hift. de JSan Chattier, Paris ilSdt, folio) mentions, 

P* 49 i ^'Scots as juft aniwd fo Pbiice ift 1419., Dee UrfihS, p. 35S, fays 
that knigbia, •< Thoqiaa et^Guilisimte de Giin" canic to 

aflift the £)h^]diin in 14181 and p. efUmates thoftonts who anired 

under Buchan and Wigton to only 4000, or jcoo. 

t Bowar, 466, 467. 
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1419 ftatrou for four years, at the end of which-James aHumed the 
feeptre of his fathers. 

Few incidents worth notice arife during the fltort regeiicy of 
Murdac, except the tranfa^ions of the Scots in France, a new 
fbencf but which more propirly belongs to the French hiftory.. 
However at the end of thisr b&ok a brief account Ihali be ex¬ 
hibited of thefe deeds of arms, which refleded no. Imall credit 
upon Scotifli valour. » 

14Z0 The Earl of Doughis; entering England" with a confiderable- 
force, took the town of Alnwick, and burned'it to the ground*. 
In the ,next year Henry V proceeded to York, and invited 
Doug^ to eonfoienee, in whith he found means to engage 
the eaii to ifcrve him'iyith two hundred, hbrfo, and as many 
infantry, upon Henry’s allowing him the yearly fum of two 
hundred pounds ’. The motives^ of Douglas to this fingular 
and treafonable treaty are not Efficiently apparent, but it 
feems that the ,y»rcakncfaof the Scotifh; government concurred 
with thb jEngl^ gold to infligate thb iracgular. owidud;. 

To add to the domefHc calamities of Scotland-under the; 
feeble regewCy of Murdacf that country was affii6ted with a 
new and wide malady, proceeding fopm: irr^ular feafonsw 
This was a contagious fever and dyfentcry,. in which many of 
all raidcs perUhed^. Among of note were Henry 

Sinclair earl of Orkney, Jatij^rDQuglas lord of Dalkeith; and 
George Dunbar carl of Martd** a nobleman, mooft fortunate in 
war, the fide upon which he flood beingjalways viftorious,, as 
in the battles, of Otterbum, Nifbet,. HbC(uldo«»^ 

Benrig,. and other lefs impoi^nf confl^/.. %k 

J421 In order to induce ffie ^k>ots to wiffi^w from Fratice, by 
bringing them into the hateful ^prefficamefft of fightufig againft 

• Bdwar, 460. *• Rytner, X, lij, 3bMiy i42i., 

* Bowar, 460, who adds that the (fifeafe was called the ^uhtw. 
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dieir own king, Henry V determined to have the company of 1421 
James into France; and, to induce him to compliance, en-v—' 
gaged that he fhouM be permitted, three months after their 
return, to pafs to Scotland for a time, upon giving a number 
of Scotifh nobles as hpftages *. But Henry never returned; 
and liis death in the fucceeding year opened a liirer profpe6t 1422 
to James of his deliverance frorn a lengthened captivity. 

The Duke of Bedford being appointed Proteftor of England, 
juftly confidered it as a fuperior policy to form an alliance with 
the Scotifh king, and deliver him upon ranfom. James was 
accordingly permitted to fend for commifiioners frpm Scotland, 
to confer at Pomfret with thofb of England^ whole inftrudlions 1423 
were lufficiently moderate.. They were to demand forty thou- ^ 
fand pounds, as a recompencc for the maintenance of James 
w hile he refid^ in England^l^e'name of ranfotn being unjull 
and invidious for a prince Uct taken .in yi^r^^ n his tender 
age capable of arms : were, to take, 1^ for the pay¬ 

ment in proportions of two thhitiand pounds a year: to offer 
perpetual.peace, or,, if r^lled^ a long thicc: to obtain an 
agreement that no more- Scots fliould proceed to France, and 
tliat thofe already there be. recalled: artfully ^o induce the 
Scots to demand an Englilh lady in marriage> for the king: 
and laftly to. proceed upon-compcnlktion of damages if de¬ 
manded’. The Scotifo commiffioniira probably returned to 
fubmit the terms to their gpv^ernment, ! and to procure ample 

* Rymcr, X, 125. llii/lnilrumcnt iotl^s the engagement with Douglas, 
and bears to have been tm^iatbd by that earl, whd i^ay perhaps be vindicated 
on the ruppofition that he only intended tec fdlldw the fate of his fovereign.. 

In 1420 James was a gueft at the coronation feftival of Catherine of France, 
minutely dcfcribedlry Fabian, II, 176, 177, 

* Rymer, X, 294. The propofal of marriage was to originate with the 

Scots, “ cum mulieres regni Angliae, faltenvoobiles, non fokant ultro virorum 
eonnubiis fe oiFcEre..V . .. 

mftrudlions j., 
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1423 inftruiaioiis; for the filial agreemc^nt was fettled at York, and 
after a delay of two months ♦, 

Murdac the regent Imd iufBciently learned from experience 
the oppreffive weight, and mortifications, of power, when not 
fupported by abilities K His own fws» inftead of being awed 
by the important c^ce of their fiitiber, feemed to fliare his 
dignity for the lake of licence, and to regard his authority as 
a protection for their vices. There is a tradition, the fimplicity 
of which feems to Ipeak its truth, that the regent had a favorite 
falcon, which h« fon Walter had often requeftcd unfucccfsfully, 
and at lalt, vexed with repeated refofal, he tore it from his 
father’s hand, and tvriHed its neck: upon which Mutdac mildly 
exclaimed, “ Since you pay me fo little refpeft, I muft invite 
him whom Wh muft obey *.’* 

But whether the regent’s conlint proceeded from his wilhes, 
or from his weaknefs, and want of influence and ability to 
withftand the national defire, it is certain that the Scotilh 
commiflioners aCled with fincerity. The conclufive treaty only 
bears that forty thoufand pounds fliould be paid for the main¬ 
tenance of James, within fix.-years, by half*yearly payments: 
that hoftages Ihould be given: and that the Scotilh regent 

* Rytner, X, 299. Mutdac‘s cotnmUnon is 19 Aug. 1423, gub. 3. 
ib. 298, whence a draibt mayarife that he was not recognized regent till 142a. 

* To ftrengthen his authority Murdac procured bonds of fervice from forac of 

she nobility. That of Mar, dated 20 Kov. 1420, is among Sir James Balfour’s 
papers, ms. Harl. 4694, 23 . Mar becomes “ man of ipalen, duelling, 

and revenew,” to Muwde,'.excepting alle^ance to the king: and Murdac 
grants him part of the profits of judiciary, of Aberdeen, Bamf, and Invernefs; 
and luS natural fon Thomas is confirmed in the reverfion of Mar and Garioch. 
After feme other ebufes, half the rents of Badenoch, Urquhart, and Strathoun, 
are alio afligned to Mar. On ftich foundations flood the power of the regents. 

* 'Boyce, f. V. 358. In OS. *4^3 Murdac fwore to the obfcrvance of th« 
alliance with France. Du Tillet, f. 136. 
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(houki lend ernbafladors, empowered to dole the marriage of 1423 
James with an Englilh lady of rank. The laft danfe mnft'—^ 
refer to the confent of parliarhent, neceflary to effed the 
eljxjnlal and adjuR the dower. And a Ipace of time being 
required to accomplilh thefe afftirs, the month of March, in 
fihe approaching year, was fixed for the final arrangement. The 
Scotilh comm^oners afterwards proceeded to London, and 
came under folemn cngageihents to fulfil die agreement, and 
among other articles undertook to procure four obligations 
from the burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen, 
for the whole money to be paid 

James loon after elpoufed an Englilh lady who had long 1424 
attraded his affedions. This was Joanna daughter of the P®'’* 
duchefs of Clarence, niece of Richani 11 , by her firft hulband 
John Duke of Soraerfet, foUith Ion i&f John of Ghent, Duke 
of Lancafter, and grandlbn of Edward HI. The ceremony 
was performed at the church ctf St. Mary Owery in Southwark; 
and next day the Scotilli king received, ^ the portion of his 
queen, a dilcharge of ten thouland pounds out of the liim to 
be paid to England*. The hoftages came to Durham at the 
appointed time; and James began his long expeded journey 
to his own kingdom. Upon his arrival at Durham, a fecondary 
fet of hoftages were named, out of which, hi cafe of death, 
any of the former might be luppKed; and a rental of all their 
eftates was given in, which "affords an interefting record of 
the ftate of wealth in Scotland at that period *. Many Scotilh 

’’ Rymcr, X, 299, 302. Henry V only allowed 700/. a year for the main¬ 
tenance of James. Pat. Rolls, 2H 5, part 3 m. 

* Rymcr, X, 322. Lelsmd CoUe£t. Ill, to. Bowar, 474. Caxton’s 
Higden, 1482, f. 412. 

“ Rymcr, X, 327, 333. See Appendix. The inilrudions for the meeting 
at Durham occur Vefp. F. VII, f, 27. 
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1424 nobles aiid gentlemen now croudcd to pay their court to the 
fovcrei^n; and James, amid the acclamations of the people, 
9 April entered at laft his own realmBut before proceeding to his 
memorable and fpirited reign, it will be proper briefly to re¬ 
view the deeds and fate of the Scots in France. 

The year after the arrival of the Scotifli auxiliaries, we find 
Henry V uling the company of James, his captive, as a mean 
of preventing the lujflilities of his fubjefls; but without effeil, 
for they continued to icrve the Da^phin^ jbftly regarding their 
Ibvcrcign’s will as ineflefhial while under conflraint. The 
firft importail a£lion ?iM wlrich the Scots appear is the battle 
of Baug^ ib called from a village in Anjou, twenty two miles 
to the eaft of Angers. The Dauphin had appointed the Scots, 
led by the earls of Buchaii and Wigton, and Stuart of Darnley, 
to guard that province againft the Duke of Clarence, whom 
Henry V had dHachc^ for its reduction. On the twenty fecond 
day of March, 1441, tile En^iih when foraging took four 
Scots, and brought them to Clarence, who thus learned that 
the Scotifli army and a few Fren<^ lay at Bauge. The Duke 
inflantly fprung from the table exclaiming, “Let us attack 
them, they are jours: but let none follow lave the men at 
arms:’’ and after a quick inarch he came to Little Bauge, 
where a few French j^fended the church, and gained time 
for Buchan to arrange troops. The Euglifli aware of this 
left the church untaken, and advanced; but to a complete de¬ 
feat Clarence, diftinguiflied by a coronet of gold and jewels 
upon his helmet, was the firft {lain; and a funllar fate awaited 
the Earl of Kent, the Lords Grey and Rois, and above four¬ 
teen hundred men at arms. The Earls of Huntingdon and 
Somerfet, and many others of note, were made captive's. To 


' Eowar, 474. 
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reward the Earl of Buchan, who had flam Clarence with his 1424 
own hand, the Dauphin gave him the high dilVinction 
Conftable of France *. 

In the following year the Conftable took Avranclics in 
Normandy; and probably learning the agreement which his 
/ather-in-law the Earl of Douglas had made with Henry V, 
he relblved to detach him from the Englilh intereft. For 
which purpofe he vifiied Scotland, empowered to offer the earl 
the duchy of Touraine; and Douglas confented to bring five 
thoufand men into France. The Dauphin, now Charles VJI, 
jewarded Stuart of Darnley with the lordlhip of Aubigny in 
Berry; and the family and title were to become not a little 
illuftrious. The death of Henry V had checked the Engliih 
exertions; and Buchan and Otouglas wem only ordered to de¬ 
fend the Loire, and prevent the foe from entering Berry 
But fortune now became Mlvcrfe to the Sdbtifli auxiliaries; 
and two fucceffive defeats aimoft cxtinguiftied them. The 
firft happened at Crevan in Burgundy, in the year 1423. 

Cliaiics 

* Des Uiftns, 389. . St. Remy, (st the end of the anonymous hiAorian of 
Lc Labourcur,) p. 153. Hiftory by Berry, aferibed to Alain Charticr, p. 51. 
MonArelet, c. 239. 

Bowar, 459, 4601 has ebrious details. Chmliice^ after having been pierced 
with a fpcar by Sir William Swinton, was flaih by Badian with a battlc-ax. 

The brothers of the future queen of Scotland were taken prifoners by the Scots. 

On hearing the tidings, the pontiff Martin V faid ludicroufly, ** In truth the 
Scots arc the only antidote of the Engliih.’* 

* Bowar, 463. Jean Charticr, p. 7. Berry, p. 55. 

Chanter exprefdy fays “ leduche de Touraine" was granted to Douglas, 
and fo Berry, p. 60: ** ducatuB Tutonenits,’’ Bowar, 463: a princely gift! 

He was afterwards buriqd in Tours, the capital of his duchy, Bowar, 464. 

See the grant in Ou Tillct, f. v. 136, dated 19 April 1423, extraded from the 
regiAurs of the parliament of Pmtiersand the recognizance of Douglas, as 
Lieutenant General of France, is publilhed by the fame author, f. 136. 

. voi. I. 9 The 
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Qiarlcs VII intended that the Scots fhould proceed to Cham¬ 
pagne, anil defend that country againft Salifbury; but Aubigny 
laid fiege to Crevan, and fent for cannon, which were refufed 
as he neglcdcd his orders. Salifbury advanced to raife tiic 
fiege, and an aftion enfued in which the Scots were defeated: 
Stuart of Darnley and Aubigny, conftable of the Scotifh army,, 
was taken prifoner; and foon after exchanged for the marfhal 
of Burgundy: Sir William Hamilton, and about nine hundred, 
were left on the field *. 

The other defeat,;Which may be regarded as final, happened 
in the firft ^ear of JameS; but the connexion renders its de- 
icription proper at this place. This was the mfembrable battle 
of Verncuil in Normajidy, fougjit on the feventeenth of AugufI, 
1424. The archbilhop of Rheinis had been fent embaffador 
to Scotland, to procure a remfbrceiiJInt, which landed in 
Bretagne; amf^Douglas, how Duke of Tburtiihe, advanced 
to raife the l^ge of Yvry Undertaken by the Englifh. But 
the French king leariung that a l^tde muft be lifqued, before 
die place was relieved, afi&mbled all his troops, and leaving 
Tours, with Buchan the cOnfiable, he met his barons at 
Chateaudun atid hdyaheied to JFemb^* 'Bedford upon this 
raifed the fiege of Yvry, and marched to meet the French and 
Scots. Amvin£|fear|pSFneii^ he £^t a < herald to Douglas, 
who had ih detHen c^led Inm John adth the l^den fword, 
informing Mfo that he had dbinie to dthik With him, and that 

The gHt of Aubigny to John Stuart Sieur ^rvette, fDamley,} et de Con- 
cieflault, conftable of the Scotilh army, occurs, f. v. 135, dated izB h^arch 1422. 
That d’Ervette is a corruptt^! of Du^y trobi Jeam Chartier, p. 4, 

and Berry, p. 58, whofe »tktvdh (for Dmidle). CongreiTault, or 

Concoifault, is a lordihip in herry, afterWarfl foldliy Ihc Stuarts to tile Moiii- 
penies, and had been grazhed 2i April 1421. TlMumaffiere Hift. de Berry, 
Bourges, >691, fed. p. 396* ... 

* Jean' Chartier, 4, herry, Hall, f. x. 86, ^onftrelet, 11 , 8. 
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he would wait till he had that honouik The Duke of Touraiiic 1 424 
anfwercd that he was moft welcome; that he had come from ***' ^ >*-^ 
Scotland to ^ find him, a|td he begged him tp come quickly. 

If in thefe minute matters the manner of Plutarch be imitated, 
it is becaufe it intefelb, and paints men and imumbrs. The 
battalions were foon, arranged upon either fide, * and Douglas 
reiblved not to lole an advantage<Mis Ration, to await 
the Englifh: the Vicomte of Narbcmne, the French "general, 
tmhappily thought otherwife, and proceeded with the national 
rafhnefs which had decided the bafdes of Cre0y, Poitierir, 
Azincour. Douglas was forced to Mow the example; and 
the army loR breath, rank, and Ration, while the enemy re¬ 
tained all. The French fent two thouAfad ^0 attack the rear 
of the foe; but they were defeated by Rie En^ifh archers, 
and a general rout enfued* The Duke Timaiue, and his 
fon-in-law the conRableof France, and moft of tlie Scotifh- 
men of note were Rain; and of the Ffendi the Vicomte de 
Narhonne, the Gount D’Aumale, and many other nobles: of 
common French and Scots fell about four thou&nd Rve hun> 
dred. Douglas was honourably interred in Tours, the capital 
of his fhort-lived duchy *. Such was the event of the battle 
of Verneuil, which ruined the albiis' of £ 3 )^es VII4 till 
about five years after, when the of Orleans began to 
revive them. The heroic race of Aubiguj^and other parti¬ 
cular families and indhridimls, wett afterwai^ diRuigulRud- 
in the wars of France; but this ruinous coafiift C!d||Sually 
prevented any ScMlSi auxiliasies iftom eve? uifitsogrllupi king¬ 
dom in future 

* / 

* Bowsf, 463. Berry, 58—60. Jesn fluurttw, 8. Colleft. n, 49 < 3 '* 

Caxton’s Higdra, f. 412. Monftrelet, II, 15. 

^ A few adventarers muft be excepted, and feme troops in the reigns of 
James III and IV, but whofe aAtons are out knuim to hifiory. 
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CONtAJNING THE REICN OF JAJVJES I. 


Ckarahtr ^jmes of Albany ^ his 

fpnSi and Jjmnox^parlitment—commrcial negotiation nuitk 
Flanders~^arIiamflis--‘-’ii^rifonment of highland chiefs — 
reprefintajt^es for Jkires—treaty \vHth France>—infurre6lim 
of AUm^r^h^f ef the IJhs^hh f^tnijion—commercial 
^treaty wUh Flastderf^-parliament—-lruic!e with England — 
commotions in the highlands—-Engli^ propofols—-heretic burnt 
—March confined—‘parliament—^ath (f Mar*—Margaret of 
Scotland wedded ta the J^astphm—fiege of Roxburgh—par- 
tiatnenl)‘f^Jftf^eetii(m <f yames» 

14.24 V PTER two vreekjiiOiiA inafiiive and two regencies 

—V—i#of no fuperior chattidler, a monarch is to fucceed, whofe 
,government k to be (hdSnguifhed for itisiiovelty and vigour; 

. an 4 the honle i» at laft to know a fovereign. James 

had now ahainftd hb tiurtieth year; and hilprime of life was 
yet fui||)er recommended by every advantage,, which natural 
talents aitd a complete eduoatioii, couM Ixiibw. In ^ribn 
he was rather under the middle' iiz& ;bnt endn»l with fuch 
firmnds and i^^ty as tp excell in every ' manly exerci^. In 
wreftling, in 4 pe m^^ of ,,j;li|e bow, or the ipear, in 

throwing the ipioit, he yielded to 

none. But his meidhi abilities ware yet more confpicuous. 

A man 
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A-man of icience and learning, an excellent poet, a maftcr of 1424* 
mufic, die fame of his acc0mpliftiments reflefled glory even "v—• 
on the throne. lUuftrious -in e^iy perfonal virtue, free from 
any perlbnal vice, his vcty amufexhents" adorned his charafter; 
his hours of leifure being frcifuently dedicated to elegant 
writing, and mihiatute ps^dng, tb m^hanicid knd to 
the cultivation trf” the garden and the^ordiaM 

The features of ^s govemaaieiM^at is more difficult to dif- 
criminate. If we believe writers, not lefe than three- 
thoufand men were put ^to deiMl^, in the two firil: years of hi$ 
reign;'‘and after the inroad of Donald jEla^och,- three hundred 
highland banditti met with the t^efe 

matters are quite unknown to contem^rary and authentic . 
monuments of our hiftcMry; the ju^ce of James fell only on a 
few nobles, and Ibme chiefs of clans 1 the numerous de¬ 

pendants of thoie vidkns of equitable, fev«rity,!embfaced every 
occafio'n to excite diiconteots, and proi»ga]^ ialfehpods again/l 
the gover^ent, ridiehobds which||iave>evenpaft into page 
of hiftory, for one of the misfortunes Of the hpule of Stuart, 
has confi%d inidie prejudices of, fevcral Scotiih hiHorians- If 
any blame muft fall, let it fall^where it ought, upon the mif- 
rule of the houfe of Albany. ’To a people who had lived for 
half a century under a Ipole and delegated, govertunent, and 
who had been accuftomed to regatd lh:encl^ liberty, it is no 
wonder that the ppiiffiinent of crimes feemed quite a. new and 
Ib-ange (cruelty: that a lalutary ikength of government ap- 

'■ *' ■ — 

* Bowar, I^,gp4, feq.. Msir, 309/ His poems, The King’s Qiiair, Ptbli.s 
to die Pbqf, &c. have been npeh^Iy pnbliQied. Knetu ^hius, afterirariiii 
pope IHus 11 , who vifited Scotland in 1435, defcribei Win as corplalent, “ qua- 
dratus et multa pinguediae gnOiS.” Defer. Ah«^-£uropa;, Paris, 1534, 8vd.. 

9.415. ^ 

* Abercr. II,, 311, from Hedor Boyce, f. 361, « fit authority! 
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'1424 pcarcd defpotirm: that a ncccffary and legal taxation aflumed 
the lhapc of tyrannic extortioiv The commons, led by the 
nobles, abfurdly regarded the caule of the latter as tlielr own, 
and faw not that the king in crufhing the ariftocracy was doing 
the mod: eflcntial fervice to his people. The plans of James 
w ere (iigacious and profound, but fometimes incur the charge 
of temerity; and while they partake of the greatuels of genius, 
they arc limited by the want of a firfficient power in the Scotifh 
monarchy for their complete execution. In a word James is 
folly entitled to the uncommon charafler of a great fovereign, 
in tjie arts of government and of peace ’. 

Kaftcr Upon entering his kingdom, James proceeded to Edinburgh, 
-1 * ** ^P^• where he keeped the feftival of Eafter; and afterwards ad- 
21 May vancing to Scone, was there folemnly crowned with his queen; 
Murdac duke of Albany, as earl of Fife, performing the cere¬ 
mony of placing his fovereign in the throne *. A truce of 
feven years ha\ing been previoufly formed with England % 
James had foil leifure and opportunity to attend to the internal 
26 May ftate of his kingdom; and a parliament commenced at Perth 
five da^s after his coronation *. With the a6ls of ,this parlia¬ 
ment begins the regular feries of Scotifli laws, and a new light 
arifes upon a moft important province of hiftory, that of go- 
\ ernmcnt and manners. The reiterated theme of battles, and 
negotiations, may now be diverfified with more iiiterefting 
intelligence, and the arts of peace may afford a pleafing contraft 
to the devaftations of w'ar. In this national council it was 

* Bowar, 511, records an apophtb^;m of James, when he wais informed on 
entering his kingdom, that the regencies had left it a feene o^raud and rapine, 

** By the help of God, though I ihould myfelf lead the life of a dog, I iliall 
make the key keep the calQe, and the bulh fecure the eow.*' 

♦ Bowar, 474. * Rymer, X, 328, 332. 

‘ Ails, edit. 1566, (comaonly called the Black Adis, bccaufc printed in 
black letter,) fol. 2« 

decreed 
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decreed that the antient privileges aiid freedom of the church 1424 
be confirmed: that the king’s peace be firmly held, and 
private wars allowed: that no man Ihould travel with more 
followers than he could maintain^: that efficient adminiftrators 
of law be appointed through all the realm: that no extortions 
t/om churchmen, or farmers,* in particular be admitted: that 
the cuftoms and borough rates be affigned to the king, and 
mines of gold and filver under certain reftriftions: that tlie 
clergy ffiall not pafs the fea without the king’s permiffion, nor 
have penfions out of benefices in .Scotland: that gold and filver 
ffiouid not be exported but upon paying a high cuftom: that 
all perfons exceeding twelve years of age ffiouid be taught 
archery: that agricrilture be protefted by the deftruftion of 
rooks, and by a prevention from fetting fire to heathy ground 
while the corn was {landing: that certain culloms be raifed 
on horfe, cattle, and ffieep, and herrings, and on furs: that 
inns be kept in every borough; and no beggars allowed, except 
permitted by the ffierifF in the country, and in tow^s by the 
aldermen or bailies ®. 

Such were the lalutary regulations of this parliament, many 
of them befpeaking political prudence, and others an amiable 
fimplicity of manners. But there were two others of remark¬ 
able import, and therefore referved for a feparate confideration. 

The firft orders the ffieriffs to enquire what lands belonged to 
ffie crown, under the preceding monarchs David 11 , and the 
two laft Roberts, declaring’ at the lame time that the king may 
fummon the holders to ffiew their charters The fecond 
impofes a large fubfidy, in order to defray the lum payable to 
England for the king’s maintenance Though the juftice of 

' Ads, f. a, c. 5. 'lb. f. V. a, f. 5. * Ib. f. V. 2. 

* Ib. i. 3. See Appendix. 
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1424 thcfc ordinances cannot be queftioncd, yet their policy may. 
"j'lie former, it is believed, produced no effert, except fufpi- 
■cion, and dxfcontent, among a number of the liibjeds; and 
the latter excited an almoft univertal diffatisfaftion. 7 'hough 
a Hibjidy to defray the king’s ranfbm, if taken prifoner, was 
one of the few taxes authorlzecl by the feudal fyftem, yet tfv: 
prefent circumftances did not, to the public mind, juftity ii«e 
impofition. The tax confifted of twelve pennies in the pound 
of all forts of produftion, farfns, and annual cents, cattle and 
grain, whether of the clergy, or of the laity, and to continue' 
for two years. Axiditore, or chief receivers, were appointed, 
who in the firft year coUe6led about fourteen thoufand marks; 
but in the fecond year the popular expoftulations increafed and 
prevailed The confequcnce was, that the fum payable for 
the king’s maintenance in England was never defrayed. 

*425 ft was not to be expefted that the ufurpations of the family 
of Albany fliould pals unrevenged; and James was no fooncj- 
firm on the throne of his anceftors than he thought of dil- 
charging this great duty in a Ipirited manner. As their pow'cr 
had continued for a long time, and was deeply rooted in the 
nation, it was neceflary to try the public pulle, and proceed 
by degrees. Accordingly, in the very commencement of his 
cxercife of authority, James had ordered Walter, the eideft 
Ion of the late regent Murdac, into cuftody; and at the lame 
time, probably only to veil his deligns, and prevent the family 
of Albany from being regarded as Ihe foie objedls of his refent- 
ment, Malcom Fleming of Cumbernald, and Thomas Boyd 
of Kilmamoc, IlKired the fame fate, but were foon after re- 
leafed’. The next objcAs of imprifonment were Duncan 

• Bowar, 482, himfdf one of tlie auditors. 

* Bowar, 481, dates this impriionment on the 13th May 1424, before the 
kiag’s coronation. 
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carl of Lennox, father in law to Murdac, ami Sir Robert 14’s 
Graham ♦. At length the public inclination being fufficicntly'— 
explored, James ventured on a moft daring expedient; and 
fummoning a parliament to Perth he gave orders to arrert at «zMai. 
once Murdac duke of Albany, and Alexander Stuart his fecoml 
Ion, with the carls of Douglas, Angus, March, and not lels 
than twenty gentlemen of great anceftry and powerAs it 
is certain that the revenge only extended to the houfe of Al¬ 
bany, and was meant to proceed no further, hiftorians lind 
fome difficulty in accounting for the pretext or motive to this 
large exertion of authority. The pretext might perhaps be, 
that the prifoners had not complied with the late adl of parlia¬ 
ment in producing their charters; and as moft of them, if 
not all, had been warm fupporters of the family of Albany, 
the motive appears more certainly to have been the prevention 
of any infurredlion in favour of that houfe. Inflantly upon 
the feizure of Albany, the king took ppireffion of his caftles 
of^jFalkland in Fife, and Down in Menteith: Murdac was 
cor^itted to Carlaveroc cafUe, .and Ifabella his duchefs to 
Tantallon, places remote from the feat of their feudal influ¬ 
ence 

That the precaution ufed by James, in fecuring the friends 
of Albany, was not vain, may appear from the conduct of 
James Stuart, the youngeft fon of the duke. Having cfcaped 
his intended arrefV, he, with the afiiftance of Finlay bifhop of 
Lifmore or Argyle, raifed a band of Highland freebooters, 
aflaulted and burned the town of Dunbarton, and put to the 3 May 
fword Sir John Stuart of Dundonald, uncle to the king, with 
thirty two men. The monarch, juftly enraged at this inliilt, 

♦ Bowar, 482. This Sir Robert Graham was the fame who afterwards 
afTaflitiated James. Buch. X, 28. 

* Ibid. * Bowar, 483. 
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1425 ordered the ion of Albany to be ptoclaimed a Moft; and lb 
—v^ hot was the purfuit that he was forced, with the bifoop and 
other accomplices, to feek refuge in Ireland, whence they 
never returned. Five of hiS band being taken in a few days, 
fuffered the moft ignominious and extreme pUttifoment of ‘foe 
law 


After a delay of two months neceflary to coUe£t fufficient 
proofs of Albany’s guilt, and to prepare the minds of the 
iSMay people, lames adjourned the parliament toStirfing, and this 
important trial Viraa inftituted. The jury Cottfifted t)f twenty 
One members d parliament, ail of whom, as forming only 
ofiehoufo, were in Scotland re^rdedas peers". The judge 
Was the king himfelf, fetting On foe throne of juftice, with all 
the pomp of royalty; and foils uilUal prafilice of the monarch 
pfeilding in his oum cauie may be Vindicated from the ancient 
ideas concerning a jury, Who #ere efteemed arbitrators of faS 
and of law, the judge being only the Oigan of their Verdift. 
It is remarkable that among thfe jury We find Walter Stuart earl 
of Athole, Archibald eafl 'of Doti^as, Wiffiam earl Of Angus, 
George earl of Match, and ‘three genttemeii who had been 
arrefted with Albany As by the Scotifo law a majority was 
fufficient to condemn a prifoner, tins juiy feems to have been 
aitfuhy managed, in order to remove any folpicion from the 
king, and to throw the fevCrity of ‘the verdift upon Albany’s 
own adherents. Walter’foe regent’s eldeJft foft was firft tried, 
H May found guilty, and inAaiftly ’btlheadcd; any delay ferving h6 
purpofe in Inch a caib but to Create danger. Being a man of 
tall and comely ilatore, eloquent and affitble, he was rather 
regteted. hior did the Vulgar vtfice leis commfferate his 
brother’s gigantic lhape, the former authority of Albany, foe 


* Bowar, 483. * Home, lord Kaims, ’fJift. ^Law TraAs, 272. 

* Bowar, 483. 
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venerable age of Lennox, a nobleman approaching his eightieth 1 425 
year, who were all three executed on the following day W wwwy 
We are left in the dark concerning the «ft«nfiblc grounds of 
their condemnation} but it is probable that their fei^^ure of the 
royal lands, and property, formed a chief article. The eftates 
©f Fife, Menteith, and Lennox, with otj^rs, thus became 
the property of the crown, and contributed fo Ibm® degree to 
compenfiitc the dedications, which had happened onder tlie 
regencies*. 

It muft not be omitted that, in the Cfcond parliament of 
this reign, held at Perth as above mentimied, feypral prudent 
laws were pafled, for the more ededlual {mnifoment of th^ 
who infringed the of the national council ’: for preventing 
any leagues among the fubje^, an edi^ evidently pinting to 
the. prefont circumfoances of Albany’s adherents r as domi 
anotiier, puniihing the raedivers ef rebels by forfeiture, and 
anotb <7 noted foaiute condemning to death and conhfoati^xt all 
guilty of propagating foif^boods betiireea the long and the 
peo^. Other laws of this aHemldy contein rn^iotioos re.t 
Itting to trade and agriculture, and the adminilfoation of 
jufoice; 4m which Info head it is 49fdttr4td that all the inferior 
judges abide by the ftri£l tenor of the law, and that the king 
may warn them fo to do, as well thofo within regalities as 
others : that if a poor perfon cannot fee an advocate, the king 
foaU provide one; that if foe fovereign prdops* on condition 
of the damaga tteingeampimfobid tp foc plaii}tid^> con^tk^ioif 

* ‘Sowar, 483. The Coupar ms. H>. note, fafs Walter Stuart was convicted 
of ffUfry ; a fiuit 4 hat ttie depredation of the royal domains, and revenues, was 
the chief dmtfc againft aH the criminais. 

* But the eftate of Lennox was not forfeited, and contiwied in a kind of 
abeyance. Douglas Peer. 397. 

^ A^, f. 6. 
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1425 be had of the highlanders who before the king’s return were 
'*^ ufed to rob and kill each other, for from them the compcnfa- 
tion cannot be raifed, but from the lowlanders 
Aug. While James was celebrating the anniverfary of his bi'-th at 
•St. Andrews, attended by Douglas, Mar, Murray, Angus, and 
other nobles, he gave audience to the Flemilh embafladors \vh« 
had been deputed to fettle feme commercial differences. I'he 
Scotifh merchants had, during the regencies, been treated v ith 
great arrogance, nay even letters of marque had been iffued 
dgainft them, in Flanders, which, with the duke of Burgundy, 
fuftained the Englifli party againft France. James had in 
confequence ordered the Scotdfh trade to be transferred to 
Middleburg in Zealand; but upon the offw of compenfation, 
and enlarged privileges, by the embafladors, the commerce 
was reftored to Flanders *. As Venice was the grand feat of 
trade between Afia and Europe, fo Bruges in Flanders was the 
commercial link, which conneded the merchandize of Venice, 
and the fouth of Europe, with its northern countries. Moft 
articles of manufaflure being alfb imported from Flanders by 
the Scots, who were yet littlfe verfed in the arts of induftry, 
it is no wonder that the Flcmifli were eager to retain a com- 

♦ Afls, f. 6—8. The officers of ftate appoint^ by James appear, from 
Scotftarvet’s Calendars, to have been, John Cameron bifliop of Glafgpw chaO'* 
cellor; Sir John Forcller chamberlain; Myrton dean of Glafgow treafurer; 
Robert Lauder of Bafs judiciary; Waker Ogilvy mailer of the houfehold; 
John Sievis clerk of regifter ; William Foulis fecretaiy, afterwards keeper of 
the privy feal; John of Spens comptroller. 

On the 8th June 1425, James ijTued a commiffion to Henry bifhop of St. 
Andrews, authorizing him to refume all alienations from the church, with power 
of anathema, and orders to all judiciaries to affid. This curious paper is pre> 
ierved in Harl. ms. 4637, Vol. Ill, f. 189, with an unimportant deed of thjt 
patriotic prelate, 18 April 1414. 

* Bowar, 48?. 
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nierce, which was one great caufc of impoverUhing Scotland, 1425 
find contributed not a little to the riches of Flanders. w—y— 

It is with much complacency that this narration now pro¬ 
ceeds with the hiftory of peace, for which ample materials 
begin with this reign to be found in Scotland. In a third 1426 
parliament, it was ordered that all merchants Ihould import ” 
fome armour, and arms, with their cargoes *: that all the 
lieges fhould be governed by the laws of the realm, and not 
by particular laws, or privileges, or by the laws of other 
countries : that 110 man, who had acculed another, fhould be 
of the jury on his trial: that the prelates, earls, barons, and 
freeholders of the king, fhould appear perfbnally in parliaments, 
and not by procurators, except on lawful caufe: that the books 
of the law be examined, and reformed: that to fupport the 
inns, travellers fhould lodge in them, and not with friends: 
that none fhould pafs into Ireland without licence, as the 
rebels had been there received, nor fhould the Irifh come to 
Scotland as they might be fpies for the Englifh: that a court 
of feflion be inflituted, the chancellor, and certain difereet 
perfons of the three eflates, to fit thrice a year, for a period 
of time, and hear all caufes: that they who have nothing 
fhall labour for their living: that the ads of parliament be 
regiftered, and*copies given to prelates, barons, and burgeffes, 
at their expence This laft ad was particularly necelfary, 
in order to render the parliamentary inflitutioiis known, and 
pradical: and after all it is recorded, as an apophthegm of 
Buchanan, that in Scotland one great ad of parliament was 
wanted, namely a decree to enjoin the ftrid obfervance of the 
others. For a chief part of government, though unobferved 
by politicians, refts in the fpirit of the people: laws are vain 

• Ads, f. V. 8. ’ Ibid. Jf. V. II. 

without 
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1426 without manners* and a nation, accuftomed to loofe mifrule, 
regaids even law as a part of its licence, as a lennon and not 
as a duty, as a iplcndid theory and not as folid pra^ice. In a 
fpecial affize of this parliament, regulations were introduced 
into weights and meafures, and provifions were made againft 
the fatal effc&s of domeftic fire*. The frequent affembling 
of the national council does great honour to James, for mo- 
narchs inclined to defpotilm have ever trembled to meet the 
reprefentatives of their people; and the a^fs refleft praife on 
the patiiodfm and the wiidom of the inilitutoia. 

To reaew the tresu:y with Denmark, and adjuft the debt 
due to that kingdom for the derelifhon of the Hebudes to 
May Alexander III, the ScotilK king lent Sir William Crichton his 
chamberlain, and two other envoys, to Bergen; where, the 
ddst being completely cleared^ an amicable arrangement was 
29 July ftgned*. 

3oSq>t. Another parliament, held in the feme year ', after fomc 
regulations concerning trade and agriculture, ordered that every 
lord beyofxJ the Gramffem mountuns, in whole lands ancient 
caftles ftood, ihould repair and dwell in them, or at leaft one 
of his friends, in order to govern ftie country and expend the 
produce in territoiy. To give ml example James com> 
manded the caftle of Inveraefs to be repatred *: and finding 
that the highland chiefs were ftnmgers to his bws amd govern- 
meat, he refblved to inculcate inito Iheir obduracy feme prin¬ 
ciples of good order by a felutary feveiity. The Lords of the 

* A£ts, f. la. Tlie iate 4 is MHCh wiwii by nwiera -ccaapwilMn 
is 1437, but the next are Se|a. 14S6: the miQate feems to hav^ ari&n 
from this parliament hanng iitten till after the year 1426, conunenced on the 
S$th March. 

* Torf. Ore. 198—205. Botvar, 509. 

' A 3 s, f. 14. • Compare Glendooic’s folia a£tion, p. 12. 

* fiotnr, 488. 

Hies 



JAMES I. 

Illes in particular, by thi^ couibmt confederacy with England, 1426 
and repeated iaroa<lb, well deferved a %nal chaftifcmcnt. 

In purfuance of theic motives, certainly'juft and laudable, the 
king aiTembled a parlkmuit at Invernels in du! %ring, rvhidi 1427 
the highUmd cdiieftains were (pecially ftimmoaed to attend; 
and fuddeniy' arrefted Alexander Lord of the files, and ius 
mother the Counted of Reds, Angus Duff leader of four 
thoufimd Mackays of Strathoavem, Kenneth More eshtef of 
two thoui'and, John Rofs, William Lefley, Angus Meunay, ajod 
Macmaken, each alfo a chief of two thou&nd; and in flaoit 
about fifty principal lieads of lawlefs clans. Two of them, 
leaders of a thouland each, were auftaotly tried, condeoantsd, 
and beheaded; and one, who had muadered the late Lord of 
tlie illes, w'as alfo executed in impartial jufttce. The others 
were fcattered, as prif^ers, amohg the cafties of differeut 
lords through the kingdom; and after a ftme feme were con¬ 
demned to death, and feme were refinred to liberty. The 
Lord nf the Ifies and his mother were retained in imptwity 
till, apparently a|ter a year or more, the fowner was dcJiycred, 
while the latter feems in vain to have bteen remined as an 
hoftage for his fidelity *. Such were the proceedings ii^Km this 
occafion, which feme have been termed languinary; but, 
if neceffity be the tyrant’s plea, it is adfo that tof law and of 
juftice. Lenient -and conciliatory moaferes would have had 
the feme effeft as «mfic upon the deaf, and could have ferwed 
no end but to increafe the pride nf uhdfe chieftains, and to 
debafe the laws and the monarchy. Perhaps it might however 
have proved raorc pdliticdif James, upon the capture of the 

^ Bowar, 48&, 4.89. She was daughter, and heirefs, of Sir Walter LcUcy, 
who, with his brother Norman, look Alexandria in the time of David Jl, and 
had a French title, lb. 
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1427 chiefs, had iivfifteJ \ipon receiving their Tons, or nearefi: rcla- 
jr-vr-.u.* 25 hoftages; and thus not onJy have had pled'.;cs for 

tlieir gfwd beha\ iour, hut alfo an opportunity of coniributing 
to civilize the highlands by beflowing on the future chiefs a 
proper education: a conduct which might have pafled into a 
perpetual rule. But in the choice of difficulties it is almoll: 
iinpofTiblc to feize the exaft mean; and if equity enforce tlx* 
acknowledgement that James w'as apt to do too much, and 
too little, the peculiarities of the country, and of the time, 
muft come in for a fhare of the blame. 

' J“’y It was ordered in a parliament, held at Perth, that thofe 
burgefles who were fummoned to parliament, and were abfent 
without lawful caule, fhould be lined in ten pounds each: that 
the lawfuits of Scotilh merchajits in Zealand, Flanders, or 
other foreign countries, be decided in Scotland: and fevcral 
a 61 s appear for the punilhment of murder and felony ■*. 

1428 The next year is diftinguilhed by a confiderable innovation 
March jj^ Scotifh conftitution. An aft of parliament palfed that 

the finall barons or freeholders, might diffienfe with their 
attendance in the national council, upon appointing two com- 
milfioners from each Ihire : thefe reprefentatives were to have 
the privilege of chufing the fpeaker of parliament: and the 
cxpencc of their attenda’ice was to be defrayed by thofe who 
July ^formerly owed that duty Another remarkable decree after¬ 
wards appeared, enjoining the liiccclTors and heirs of prelates 
and barons, to take an oath of fidelity to the queen *; an in- 

* A&s, f. 15—17. In the original the date is 1426, but errors in the nu¬ 
merals are not uncommon in the llatutes, and it is acknowledged in the preface 
that the copyiiis have often fallen into miftakes. The 22d year of tlie king, 
and tuefday being the ift of July, monday thc'7(h, arc circumftances which fix 
1427, the dominical letter being £. 

* Ibid. f. V. 17. * Ibid. f. 19. 
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iVitutlon probably pointing to her regency, in cafe of the king’s r 
(lemifc, and the immaturity of the prince. 

Some trifling negotiations had takeii place in the preceding 
year with England, now governed by the duke of Gloceftcr 
and cardinal Beaufort; but James, though-indebted to that 
liingdoin for an education excellent and truly royal, to which, 
and to the fchool of adveriity, he dwed the expanfion of his 
talents, had yet no realbn to be iatisfled with the generofity, 
or the friendlhip, of the Eitglilh court ’. The Scotifli mo¬ 
narch was therefore well inclined to follow the former tide of 
politics towards France, whofe king Charles VII was ftill in 
a moll reduced fituation, and nearly overwhelmed by the 
power of England and Burgundy. Refolved by every con- 
celfion to procure the aid of Scotland, Charles difpatched the 
Archbifliop of Rheims, and John Stuart, Count de Dreux and 
Lord of Darnley % for that purpofe. In confequence of their 
iiillrudions, the embafladors offered to conclude a contradl of 
marriage between Louis the Dauphin, afterwards Louis XI, 
and Margaret the eldeft daughter of Scotland, both then in¬ 
fants, upon condition, that James fhoulcj . fcnd fix thouland 
eflediv e men to the aflHlance of Charles, being the only dower 
required. The princefs was neverthelefs provided in an in¬ 
come, and contingencies, as ample and honourable as had been 
ever granted, upon any royal marriage of France. Such terms 
could not be refuled; and the contra6l was fl^ed and ratified. 
Nay, the two monarchs. mutually fworc to obferve the former***’ 

^ Rymcr, X, 376, crroneoufly afcribes a commiinon of James IV to the 
btlmip of ^oray, for a perfonal conference with Henry VII, to this year; 
nufiaklng the 22d of James IV, 1509, for the 22d of James I, 1427. Aber- 
cromby, who eafily nuAeads and is mifled, has Men, II, 280: Guthrie, III, 

3 ^St ufual Itidicroufly mfe upon the occaiion, though themiilake had 

been detefted by Keith, ffiihops, 87. Henry VI was only fix years of age. 

* Auiigny was now in abeyance ? • 

voj.. j. K alliaiices. 
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1428 alliances, entered into between their kingdoms: and Charles 
'““'''^a/figned to the Scotilh king the county of Xaintonge, and Lord- 

Ihip of Rochfort’. The fix thoufand men were to be font 
when the French fleet arrived to tranfmit them; but the ftate 
of affairs, which changal, in favour of Charles the following 
year, rendered the maid of Orleans an objcdl of greater atteiir 
tion ; to the incrcafing profperity of France the aid was unne- 
ceflary, and was never fent, nor demanded; but as no infringe¬ 
ment could be dbarged, the treaty of marriage maintained its 
force, and feven years after was fully completed. 

1429 The government of England was rather alarmed at this 
new connexion between Scotland and France, and an interview 
was propofed between James and cardinal Beaufort: the king 

10 Feb. was to be attended by a thoufand horie, and the cardinal ob¬ 
tained permiflion from dae Englifb court to meet him either 
on the borders, or in Scotland'. J^t the interview was appa¬ 
rently not carried into effect, and was perhaps found to be 
unneceflary, as the French alliance did not a^hndly occafion 
any infringement of the truce. 

The Lord of the Ifles, who had been at laft fetat liberty, 
after many admonitions and injun&ions of fideUty, fijon in¬ 
dulged his revenge, by gathering his kwlds bands, and burning 

* MS. Leagues France. and Scotlaadl, Hark. 1244, Atbanso, figned by James 
19 July, by Charles 29 Od. 1428. Liilcad of Xaintonge, the duchy of Berry 
was oiTered, ib. but neither was-aflbally given, thohgh the former was after¬ 
wards claimed by oar monarchs. Thfefe deed^alfb'Sppear in J)h TilletVReeoeil, 
Paris 1 588, folio, with the oath of the Scotiih g/een, prelates, &c. to obferve the 
treaty, f. 138. 

In 14*7 tome 55 cots were itt FnUiCe, under Kennedy; and'aflifted La Hire 
in the noted relief of Momargis. Jean Ghaitier, p. 495. 

• Rymer, X, 410. On the iff Dec. t42» a fafe condufl: had been ifliicd to 
James, to meet die cardinal at Duiham or Nwcaltle, ib. 403 ; buf the king 
rqc£led iht propofal. Yethe renewed the truce, I2'july 1429, ib. 428I 
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ihc town of Inverncfe. James, juftly enraged, coUe 61 :ed an 1429 
army, and overtook the invader in a marlhy ground near^—v— 
Lochaber ; where the freebooting lord was totally defeated. 23 June 
His force coidifted of about ten thou&nd men, of whom two 
clans, Chatan and Cameron, on the fight of the royal ftandard, 
acceded to tlie king *. The Lord of the !{!«, reduced to de- 
fpair, fent an embafi^^ to entreat peace; which being refufed, 
he refolved to put hiznielf entirely in the king's mercy. For 
which purpole he came privately to Edinburgh, and on a 
folenaa day, only attired in his flurt and drawers, he before 27 Aug. 
the high altar of Holy Rood Church, upon bus knees prefented 
his drawn fword to the king, in tittc prefenc^ of diue queen and 
many nobles. His life was granted, in coniequenoe his 
humble fubmiffion; but he was committed to the callle of 
Tantallon, under the care of his nephew the mrl of Angus; 
and his mother, the counted of Ro&, to the Khinid of inch 
Cohn in the firth of FcMrth 

A commercial league of one hundred years was altered 
into between Scotland and Flanders *. The latto* country 
had, in 1384, pafTed to the domkion of the biufe of Burgundy 
by marriage; and this treaty was concluded with Philip III 
duke of Burgundy, who in 1430 was to become alfo duke of 
Brabant, and in 1433 Holland and Hainault; united 

principaUties, which ranked bum among the chief potentates 
of Europe. 

Several patriotic regulations were iifiied by the parliament 14^0 
concerning the forms of procedure; and a fumptuary law was March 

*■ Bowar, 489, who adds that on the 2odi March following, 1430, the former 
clan furprized the latter in a cfautch, and deftroyed almoft all its people. 

* Ibid. 490. 

* ^is alliance is refened to on its cenewal in 1530. Harl. ms. 4637, 

Vol. Ill, f. 16. 
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1430 palTed, permitting no men to wear (ilk, or furs, except lor^, 
and knights, and their cldeft fons and heirs. The different 
forts of armour, and arms, to be ufed by various ranks of 
perfons, were accurately prefcribed: and it was ordered that 
the fiime laws fhould be obferved in relation to wrecked velTels, 
as were ufed in the countries to which they belonged: and that 
advocates fliould fwear to their belief in the juftice of the caule 
whdch they pleaded. AH Scotifhmen, who travel to England 
without the king’s leave, are declared traitors; and, by a re¬ 
markable decree, all barons and lords, having lands on the 
weftem of the northern Teas, particularly thofe oppofite to 
the illandsj'are enjoined to furnifh a certain number of galleys, 
according to the terms of their tenures *. The want of a 
fleet, to keep the iflands in due liibordination, muft have 
gelled this laft inllitution; the policy was laudable, and it 
muft be allowed that James attempted more than all his pre- 
deceflbrs to join the difeordaiil'* parts of his kingdom in firm 
and compadl union; but this defcree, Kke nioft other Scotilh 
atfts of parliament, leems to have been cafclulfy eluded. 

If. oa. The profpeiity of James was further advanced by his be¬ 
coming the father of male-twins, one of whom^ James, was 
to afeend the throne upon the premature death of bis father; 
but Alexander, the firft-born, died in early infancy *. 

The truce with England being on the point of expiration, 
I May was renewed for five years’.: and the wilHom of the Scotilh 
monarch preferred to the vain glory of war his patriotic cares 
for the eftablilhment of law and order in his dominions. For 

’ Afls, f. V. 19—f. 22. • Bowar, 490* 

’ Rymer, X, 482—^488. This truce appears to have been fettled afEdini- 
burgh in Dec. 1430. See the inftrudions, Feb. Vefp. F. VII, f. 43. On 
the 24th May 1430 Martin V granted to James, and others, an abfoluti<;|jpFrom 
the oaths taken in England, us. Harl. 4637, Vol. Ill, f. 155. 
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unknbwn caufes James ordered the Earl of Douglas, and Sir ^431 
John Kennedy, his own nephews by the maternal fide, to be■v"' 
imprifoned. Perhaps Douglas had been guilty of fomc private 
pradices with England; or the king wilhed to fecure the peace 
of the fouth of Scotland, while he was employed in quelling 
the northern infurredions, by retaining Douglas its chief leader 
in captivity. Conjefturc wanders in luch enquiry; but it is 
certain that Douglas 'remained a prifqner till the end of Sep¬ 
tember this year; when the king in a parliament, held, as 
ufual, at Perth, confented, at the requeft of the queen, nobles, 
and prelates, to deliver both Douglas and the lord of the Ifles *. 

Meanwhile, in Ipite of all‘the endeavours of James, the 
highlands remained in a ftate of couHant rebellion and lavage 
anarchy. In Strathnavern Angus Duff, and Angus Moray, 
both of them lately delivered from the imprilbnment ordered 
at invernefs, met in conflifl with twelve hundred men upon 
either fide; and fo fierce was the encounter that hardly nine of 
the whole were left alive Doi»ld Balloch, a relation of the 
Lord of the Ifles, landed in Lochaber with a confiderable force; 
and finding Alexander Stuart Earl of Mar, and Alan Stuart 
Earl of Caithnels, ftationed at Inv^lochy, to defend the weftern 
coaft, he attacked them, though leaders of a larger number, 
and put them to a ,total rouL Alan, who was the fon of 
Walter Earl of Atiiol, was flain, with fixteen fquires of his 
own family, and many others: Alexander, and the remainder 
efcaped by flight.t Donald, confeious of the atrocity of his. 
offence, took immediate refuge, in Ireland 


* Bo%var, 49Q. 

* Ibid. 491. Angus Duff was the chl(;f of the mtqi Mackajs of Strath- 
iiavern, ib. 489. 

* Bowar, 491. -Boyce, f. 361, fables that James ordered three hundred of 
Donald's followers to be executed. 
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1431 Another fuV^dy was attempted to be raifed this year, in 
- "■border to fabdue the northern rebcla j but with what fuccefs it 

was levied, is not apparent *. 

1432 After a (hort period, con^mned to the fdence of hiftoo'y, 
but which probably paffed in quieting the commotions in the 
highlands, of which no furtl»r intelligence occurs during this 

1433 reign, the feene of public affairs again opens. The Englifh 
government, liifBciently alarmed at the declining ftate of their 
power in France, became more and more anxious to prevent 
the now impending completion of the marriage tr«ity between 
that kingdom and Scotland: and ft)r this purpofe fent Lord 
Scrope to the court of James, with offers of great advantage. 
His propofals were a firm and perpetual peace, and the refti- 
tutiou of Roxburgh and Berwick, and every portion of terri¬ 
tory which Scotland could juftly claim’. There is reafon to 
beKeve that the Englisfli were finccre; but the honour of the 
king and of the nation, and the mutual interefts of France and 
Scotland, were motives momentous enough to caufe the re- 
je6Uon of even fiaperior terms. The difeuffion of this affair 

oa. ended rather ludicroufly. A parliament being called at Perth, 
the propofitions were agitated befiare the king, in the Domi¬ 
nican Churcdi; and the nobles and prelates feemed to- accept 
the terms, faying that peace and liberty were the objefts of 
their chief defirc. But the abbots of Scone and luchcolm, 
fitter affiftants at a monaftic difpute than at a public delibera¬ 
tion, afferted that the Scotifh king could not treat of peace 
with England, becaufe of the confederacy with France, which 

* Afts, f. V. aa, c. 146. See Appendix. Bowar, 482, forgets this tax, though 
he was again one of the auditors. 

* Bowar, 498. In Vefp. F. VII, f. 53, is a paper 23 July, (11 H 6, 1433,) 
being an anfwer to the credence of RoiUlc, the envoy of James, and promifing 
that lord Screpe Ihould foon be fent to promote peace. 
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had been exaniined by the univeriity of Paris, and confirmed 1433 
by the Pope. Odier objeftions were alfo ftarted; and the 
day being wafted in dhcuffion, it was agreed to refume the 
fixbjcft on the morrow, when John Fogo, abbot of Melrofe, 
alledged, on the other fide, that no perfon could abide by the 
divine laws, who depended on the will of another; and that 
no king could lawfully fwear to another that he would not 
make peace with a third, except by the confent of the fecond. 
Violent altercations among the clergy now arofe; the parlia¬ 
ment was transformed into a hall of ecblfefiaftic difputes; and 
as filch difputes never decide any thing, the members feparated 
without determination^ only the very w*artt of decifion left the 
alliance with France in full force; and the Englifh propofitionS' 
were confiderecl as reje^ed. Llndoris, the inquifitor, called 
Fogo to account for his fentiments, as favouring of herefy;: 
and Fogo retorted by feveral epiftles, but Was at laft forced to 
make conceflione ♦. This flrange affair calk to remembrance 
the latter hiftory of the Greek empire; when vehertient church¬ 
men ruined the national concerns by idle difputes; and fo 
totally .ufelefs is learning out of its place, that a fenatC 6f 
American favages, exerting only their plain fenfe, would have 
difeufted fueh a fufgeS with for more ability thafi all the abbots 
in the world. To complete the abfiirdity, the Scotifh church¬ 
men gave out that the only intention of England had been to 
excite fchifms aind herefies in Scotland ’; as if the very idea 
of filch imbecility could fall within the conception of an^ 
political mind. 

The clergy had, in the preceding jpart of this year, exerted 
their power in a manner yet more blameable.. Paul Crawar 

* Bowar, tT>e abben of Inch Colm, 499, 500. 

* Ibid. 499. A letter of James to the Council of Baile, Aug. 1433, occurs 
in Marlene’s Anecdota, Paris 1729, folio, Tom. VIII, p. 615. 
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T 423 a German, and a follow’er of Hufs, having come from Prague 
to Scotland, where he exercifed medicine, was called to ac¬ 
count for his opinions by Lindoris the inquifitor, condemned, 
and burnt at St. Andrews 

1434 James proceeded in his Jchemes of humbling his nobility, 
fcheraes too great for his powers of execution The carjs 
of March had been long remarkable for their dubious fidelity 
to Scotland, and repeated ingratitude to its fovereigns: nor 
was the memory of the late revolt, and the mifehiefs w^hich 
it had produced in the preceding reign, eafily to be extinguifhed. 
Having therefore quelled the ifles and highlands, w hich, as 
the moft important office, engaged his firft cares, the king re- 
folved to complete his own power, and that of his kingdom, 
by removing the family of March from a territory which had 
been the free gift of a Scotifh king to an EnglHh exile, and 
by placing tliat houfe in a more northern and fecure part of 
Scotland. In purfuance of this juft and prudent plan, James 
ordered the earl of March to be confined in the caftle of Edin¬ 
burgh, and took pofleffion of the fortrefs of Dunbar, the chief 
feat of the family *. . 

>435 A parliament being fummoned, two clergymen, and feven 
10 Jan. commons, were appointed to hear and report all caufes during 

* Bowar, 495. 

* On the ift Feb. appear inftruAions to lord Fitzhugh, concerning the re- 
drefs demanded by James for fome Scotilh fliips taken at fea. Vefp. F. VII, 
f. 57, original figned by the Engliflt council. Of the 7th Feb. ib. f. 58, is a 
credence to Mr. Stephen Wilton, envoy to James. As to the propofed mar¬ 
riage between Henry VJ, (now eleven years of age,) and a daughter of James, 
it had often'been deliberated but the council hefitated, and referred it to Henry’s 
kindred; fo a great council was to meet at Sailer in London, and their opinion 
fhould be remitted to James. Dragon purfuivant had lately been fent to Scot¬ 
land concerning the march infm^lions. His inftruaions occur, ib. f. 49. 

* Bowar, 500. 
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theieffion’; an inftitution not explained, but apparently in- 1435 
tended for expediting this particular bufinefs, and quite^ diftinft' 
from the committee of lords of the articles, who are known 
as early as the reign of David II. The king’s advocates 
alledged that the father of March having engaged in open re¬ 
bellion againft the kingdom, it was not in the power of Robert 
duke of Albany the regent, to pardon him, a privilege belong¬ 
ing to the crown only; but that the eftates were forfeited: 
and that, by the laws of Scotland, all alienations of crown- 
lands, to which delcription the forfeited eftates of March be¬ 
longed, were void, when made during the minority, or cap¬ 
tivity, of the fovereign. After a long debate the parliament 
decreed by the mouth of David Dempfter the fpeaker, that 
the eftates of March were forfeited, and remained a part of 
the royal propertyThe king completed his defign, by im¬ 
mediately granting to March the earldom of Buchan, which 
had ftime time before reverted to the crown *. The only 
other a 61 : of this parliament engages all the members to give 
written promifes of fidelity to the queen *: and it feems that 
James was not unaware that his public fpirited meafures laid 
him open to attempts of private revenge: a fufpicion, alas, 
tqo foon to be verified. 

A confiderable property accrued to the crown, by the death 
of Alexander earl of Mar, a perfbnage repeatedly mentioned 
before. This nobleman had debafed his youth by bad aftions; 
but, in the latter part of his life, had acquired no fmall repu¬ 
tation in foreign wars. Being a natural fbn of Alexander, 
the fourth fon of Robert II, his eftates and effedls, as provided 

* Abercromby, II, 292, gives their names. ’ Ibid. Adis, f. v. 23. 

* fiowar, 500. The earl of Buchao, killed at Vcrncuil 1424, left only a 
daughter. Stewart’s Gcn. 11,5. 

* Adis, f. 24. 
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*- 4 ^ 5 . by the-0I4 ScjotLfh Jaws coHeeming baftardy, fell to the king*^ 
'i'heriQ rsjay be a futrnaize that Walter earl of Atholje, oiily> 
tafviying uncle of the king,, being ahb uncle of Mar, who 
Ij&ft, no furviving iffue % had entertained ambitiovis hopes of 
adding thi« contiguous earldom to his own, and that of Stra- 
thcrn,, which the king had bellowed on him eight years before; 
and that his, diiappointment was one iacentive- to the atrocious; 
miUtder of his nephew and lovercign, if he really wasi con¬ 
cerned in that crimp. 

An infringement o£ the laruce, happened on the part of 
Engbnd. Sk: Robert Ogle yojuiger, in fupport of one of 
10 Sept, the rebels againftJAmfis,^ entered Scotland with a confiderablc 
force, and ravaged; the. country about Hakoa and Paxton. 
After a. conjRiiSU in wbieh about forty were flain. Ogle, was 
defeated,, ajid made, priibner with mofl of his followers, by 
WUljam eaxl of Angus, hJe^wiL of Hailes, and Ramfay of 
30 Sept. IJalh<>ufie>. James. w,aE 03 jy.,i 3 cmpn£tratcd to. the Englilh court 
againft tins wanfcoikinftailioa*. 

1436 The dsaiphin of EraaaKe having now attained his thirteentli, 
yeaji, and ithe; Scotilh pciacfifs her twelfth, it was refolved to 
complete the; marriag^. Two, French envoys arrived, to bc^ 
troth the bride; and Ihe was fent to Franee aCtciidad by a. fmall. 
fleet, and ao^hoiioufable train, of which, the chief perlbnsrwere 
William Sinclttk earlof Qjdojey the admiral, and John bilhop of 
Hrechiin The others amounted to fixteemknights.and fquircs, 
and a hundrSed and fortyi’yiounggerdiemfiia: they/wcee guarded 

* Bow;tr, 500. 

* Mar’.s foil 'rhomas died before his father. Sutherland Cafe, ch. V, p. 48. 

* Bowar, 500, fays Ogle was defeated at Piperden. The date is afeertained 
by the corrcfpondence of James and Henry on. the fubje^, mentioned in the 
long indrtidlions of the Englifh council for redrefs, Vefp. F. VII, f. 48, dated 
<i Feb. regni 14= 1436. 'I'his idlbad is ludicroufiy maguibed by our hillorians. 

by 
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by a thoufand armed men, m three galleys, and fix barges. 14^6 
Tlie Englifh gew'emment, irritated at the reje6tiou of their 
propofals, fent ovtt a fleet of one hundred and eighty veflels, 
to intercept the priiKcls; and they awaited her appearance in 
the channel. Meantime a number of FlAmifh merchant fliips 
appeared, loaded with wine from Rochelle, which were cap¬ 
tured by the Englifli, but a Spanish fleet liiddenly approaching 
recaptured the prizes. During thefe cowtefts, the royal bride 
arrived fafe at Rochelk, being forced to reach that part of ftijy 
France, as the Englilh and thek allies poflefled the north: 
and a difpenlation of age being gramJted by the archbiihop of 13 June 
Tours as diocefan, the marriage was foon after ^bleranized. 6 July 
'Phough James was, by the feudal law, entitled to a fubfidy 
from his people upon this occafion, yet he hafd-difcovered from 
experience their inability, or 4 klnclinario'n, to pay any tax; 
and he was contented with the coritribiations of the principal 
laity and clergy, which were not a bttSe hberal 

The unhappy bride had pafled to a hulband of famed ma¬ 
lignity ; and not all her prudence, her wit, her love of learn¬ 
ing, her tafte for poetry, her affability, could Pave her from 
the pangs of domeftic diftrefs. After an unfruitful marriage 
of nine years, her extreme delicacy of itiindoauledher to fall 
a facrifice to a vague word of a villainous courtier'* 

Enraged at the manifeft hoftility Commigied by the Englifh, 
in the attempt to iiitercept hiS daughter, the delay of redrefs 
for the incurfion of the former year; and probably defirous of 

’ Bowar, 485, 482. A minute account of her reception in France and 
marriage, may be fecn in the Hift. de Charles VII, par Jean Chartier, edit. 

Louvre 1661, fo). p. 0i. The dilpetifttions, and other papers relating to the 
marriage, may be found in the curious biftotyof Louis XI by Duclos, Haye, 

1750, dvo. I'ome III. p. 4—15. 

• Sec the notes on the year 1445. 
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1436 preventing any machinations of his nobility, in confequcnce 
his vigorous meafurcs, James relblved upon a war with 
England: a ftep to which he might alfo have been induced by 
his treaties with France, now completed by the marriage of 
the dauphin and Margaret. He fummoned the whole array 
of his kingdom, computed at nearly two hundred thoufand 
men, mounted on fmall horfes, but not entitled to the appel¬ 
lation of cavalry, and yet a greater number of rude infantry, 
and loofe attendants on the army. With this unwieldy force 

j Aug. he befieged Roxburgh; and after wafting fifteen days, and 
almoft all the miflive arms of the kingdom, he was forced to 
abandon the fiege, and return inglorious’. Sxjch is the ac¬ 
count of our monaftic hiftorian, whole conftant warmth in 
the praife of James, juftifies his candour. Latter writers, 
upon no autliority,. fay that the king difmiffed his army bc- 
caule he heard of a eonlpiracy, which would have been the 
beft reaibn for retaining it. The real caule feems to have 
been that James found that he was confuming his own king¬ 
dom by fo numerous an hoft, and could not difmifs a part; 
without an affront; or that the fpirit of the nobles, Ihewn 
under his fucceffors, began to operate in a contempt of the 
regal authority, and in the facrifice of their country to theis 
refentments. 

oa. The laft parliament of James I met at Edinbugh. It was de¬ 
creed that jurymenfhouldfwcar that they had received no bribes : 

■ • Bowar, 502. He efUmates the force at 400,000! But ** mglorii remea- 
Tunt." The affair is Angular, and rather obfeure. Harding, c. 229, 230, fays 
that the connexion of James with Burgundy led him to this invafion, and that 
he fled oa Northumberland's advancing with 80,000 men. The nobles pro- 
bably Ihewed their difeontent by diflenfion, as in the reigns of James III, and V. 
Burgundy had abandoned the Ehg^ifli interefl in 1435, and James was in ffridt 
alliance with him. 
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that trefpaflbrs may be accufed at the king’s inftance, though 1436 
no private profecutor appear: that, to fecure the importation 
of bullion, merchants ihould bring three ounces of bullion for 
every fack of wool exported, and a limilar rate for hydes, and 
Hamburgh barrels: that no perfons be permitted to remain in 
tevei-ns after nine o’clock at night: tjjat no Englilh goods be 
brought into Scotland, and that no Englilh man import fuch 
except by fpecial permiffion: tluit no Scotifhman fell falmon 
to the Englilh, except the latter have iafe condu6l and pay 
Englifli gold: that no Scotifhman buy wine of certain Fleming’s 
in Scotland: that no perfon be permitted to remove gold, (ilver, 
or jewels, out of Scotland'. The commercial regulations 
feem more calculated to fetter, than to encourage, trade; but 
it was long before the real fpirit of commerce was underftood,, 
even in more enlightened countries. 

The cruel terminating Icene of the life of James approaches. 14^7 
A very minute, and interefting, account of this melancholy, 
tranfaftion is contained in a manufeript of the period, hitherto 
unknown to our hiftorians, and which fliall be here followed *; 
and it is hoped that the Angularity, and importance, of the 
Icene will afford a fiifficient excufe for a degree of prolixity. 

Sir Robert Graham uncle of the earl of Strathern,, after¬ 
wards of Menteith, had been imprifbned in 1425, .as is above 
mentioned, but the caufe is unknown. Twd years afterwards 
James had refumed the earldom of Strathern, upon pretext, 
as feems, that it was confined to heirs male; and had given it 
to his uncle Walter earl of A thole for his life : afiigning, in 
recompence, that of Menteith to Malis Graham, the former 

* ASs, f. 24, 25. 

• This memoir is printed in the appendix, and is not only extremely curious 
and important in itfeif, but as it prefents a fpeclmen of the Engliih language 
between the time of Chaucer and that of Fortefeue. 

earl 
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1437 earl of Strathern *. Robert Graham may have been dilcDii- 
tented at this .exchange of his nephew’s dignity; jbut it is not 
ea(y to conceive that his wrath upon this account could have 
excited him to tlic murder of his fovereign, and far lelsthat he 
could have wifhed to ferve the ambition of Athole, to whom 
his nephew’s former earldom had palled. The art of this man 
feems to have equalled his audacity; and he muft have in- 
ftigated Athole, now approaching, if not exceeding, his 
feventieth year % to this confpiracy by ambitious views, only 
fit to captivate 'fhe dotage of age, or inexperience of youth, 
and inl^ired by (Graham iblely to promote his own defperate 
revenge. This idea is favoured by the following narration, 
which alfo explains the violent caufes which inhumed this 
airalTm; but it would be neither a matter of paradox, nor blame, 
to infer that Athole, and his ^mily, were really hmooent; and 
that they were acculed by Graham to gratify his animofity, be- 
caufe Athole held his nephew’s eftates anddignity. It ihall only 
be further premifed that:Sir Robert Stuart, grandfbn of Athole, 
on whom the confpirators pretended to beftow the crown, was 
the fon of David, eldeft fon of that earl, left an hoftage in 
lingland for James, ever fince his arrival in his kingdom; and 
who apparently died there either before this period, or foon 
after. 

According to this ancient relation, James had difeontented 
his nobles by his vigorous procedure againft tliem; and they 
aflerted that his avarice of conhfcated eftates, and not his 
juftice, induced him to fuch aflions. The people were alfo 
difpleafed becaufc of the fubfidios impofed, to which they had 

* See the Sutherland Cafe by Sir D. Da'rymple, ch. v. p. 56, 57., from the 
original charters. 

* Walter carl of Athole and Strathern, the fecond fon of Robert II by Eu- 
phemia Rofs, muft have been born about 1367.31 the lateft. 

long 
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long been ftrangers; and' were even inclined to pronounce his 14^7 
government tyrannic. In this pofture of affairs, and probably' 
in the year 1434, after March had been confinedj and his 
effates feized, Sir Robert Graham, now delivered from his 
firft imprifonment, and irritated by that dilgrace, propoled, in 
a. meeting of the lords and chief men, that he would reprefent 
their grievances to the king, if they would fupport him. As 
he was eloquent, and verfed in the laws, they willingly af- 
fented. Accordingly, in the next parliament, or that held fi)r 
the forfeiture of March in January 1435, Gtaham’s violence 
led him to exceed his commiffion; for he rofe with an enraged 
countenance, and approaching the royal feat^ laid his hand on 
the king, faying,, “ I arreft you in the name of all the three 
effates of your realm, here affembled in parliament; for, as 
your people have fworn to obey you, lb are yomcoiiftrained by 
an equal oath to govern by law, and not to wrong your fubjefts, 
but in juftice to maintain and defend themi” Then turning 
around, he exclaimed, “ Is it not thus as I fay ?” But the mem¬ 
bers, ftruck with conftemation at Graham’s ralhnelis, remained 
in profound filence: and die king inffantly ordered the auda¬ 
cious cenfor to prifon, to which- he was conveyed, after a 
fevere farcalm on the mcanneff of Ipirit, Ihewn by thofe who 
had promifed to fupport him. Soon after Graham was ordered 
into banilhment'j and all his pofleflions forfeited to the king. 

The bold- and gloomy exile retired into the ftirtheft high*- 
lands, meditating revenge r and he had even the audacity 
formally to-renounce his-allegiance, and'to fend a* defiance to 
the king in writing, aflerting that James had ruined him, his 
wife, and children, and poffeffions, by his cruel tyranny ; and 
that he Ihould-kill his fovereign with his own hand, if occafion 
offered Upon this a proclamation was made, promifing three 
thoufand demies of gold, each worth half an Englifti noble, 

to 
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1457 to any perlon who fhould bring in Graham dead or alive. 
Meantime that ardent fpirit was employed in digefting his 
Ichcme, and he font mefifages to feveral of the members of par¬ 
liament, during its feffion in Oilober 1436, offering to affaf- 
finatc the king, and beftow the crown on Sir Robert Stuart, 
Athole’s grandfon, nephew and favorite of James. 

'I’he court held the feftival of Chriftmas at Perth; and the 
contemporary narrative details fome popular ftories concerning 
omens, which happened to James. The worft omen was his 
\'igorous adminiftration, which had created many enemies; 
among whom the conlpiracy fpread, like a fire among com- 
buftible materials, and had even reached the moft intimate 
attendants of the palace, without exciting any fiifpicion. 
Thrice did Chriftopher Chambers, one of the traitors, and 
who liad been a fquire of the duke of Albany, approach the 
royal prefence, to dlfclol’e the plot; and as often did he fail, 
from accident, or from a raiftaken fenfe of honour, or pity to 
his aflbciates. 

20 Kb. At lejigth the conlpiracy being fully ripened, a night was 
fixed for its execution; being that of the fecond wednefday in 
lent, according to Monftrelet, or the twenty feventh day of 
February in the year one thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
feven; but that of the firft wednefday in lent, between the 
twentieth and twenty firft day of that month, by the account 
of Bowar, which deferves the preference ^ The earl of 

* Monftrelet, II, f. 98, edit. 1518; Bowar, 503. In 1437 lent began on 
the 17111 Feb. In 1438 on the 2d March. Another argument, if neceffary, to 
enforce the learned Ruddi man's reply to Abercromby, who, with his ufual igno^ 
ranee of chronolt^y, dates this event in 1438. The chartulary of Glafgow, 
Harl. 4631, has Obittis Jacobi primi Regis Scotorum, vigefimo die Febniarii, 
A. D. Millefimo Qiiadringentelinio, Trigeflmo Sexto." The chronicle at the 
end of Winton erroneoufly bears, fa^rtnt tne, or Ihrove-tuefday. 
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Atbolc, and Sir Robert Stuart, were at the court that cvcnijig, i 
which was parted before fupper, and after to a late hour, in'- 
. the amufemcnts of the tftnc, in playing at chefs and tables, 
reading romances, fmging and mufic. An Irifli or highland 
woman, pretending to’fnagic, who had long before given the 
king a hint of the plot, and had only trtet with laughter, again 
came to xuifold it; but was referred till the morrow, as the 
king was bufy at pky. An hour after, James called for the 
parting cup; and he and the company drank, and withdrew. 
Sir Robert Stuart, private chamberlain to the king, and hiS 
chief favourite, is acCufed of foiling the locks of the royal 
chambers, to prevent their being flibt, and even of laying 
boards acrofs a deep ditch, that environed the garden of the 
Dominican monartery at Perth, where Jamtis was now lodged, 
in order to enable the confpirators to part: but thefe offices 
feem to belong to meaner aubciates, and the guilt of Atholc 
and his grandfon is doubtful. After midnight, Graham with 
about three hundred perfons, moftly railed in the highlands as 
may be inferred, entered the garden. The king was now in 
his bed-chartrber, ftanding before ^the lire, only drerted in his 
night-gown, andLconverfiug gayly with the queen and her 
ladies, when, julf as he threw off his night-g6wn to go to. 
bed, he heard a gr^t noife, as of men in armour, crouding 
and clal];iing together, and perceived a blaae of torches. Surt 
picions of treafon inrtantly arirtng, the queen and ladies ran 
to the chamber-door, but could not farten it, the locks being 
Ipoiled: and the king requertihg them, if poflible, to keep the 
door Ihut, attempted to efcape by the windows, but found 
them clofely barred with iron. Perceiving no other refuge* 
he with the fire-tongs 'and an exertion of rtrength, tore up ar 
board of the cliamber-floor, and letting himfelf down dropped 
the board above him. He was now in one of thefe incom- 
vpL. r. T modious 
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modious neceflaries, ufual in old edifices; but ftill could not 
efcape outward, for, by a fad fatality, a Iquare aperture in 
the place had been filled with ftone, only three days before,. 
by the king’s command, becaufe the balls were apt to enter 
it, when he played at tennis. Neverthelefs he might here have 
remained lafe, had not his own impatience betrayed him. 

Meanwhile the traitors burft open the chamber-door, and 
feveral qf the ladies were hurt; particularly, as our hiftorians 
fay, Catherine Douglas, who, with a fpirit worthy of her 
name, had her arm broken, by thrufting it into the ftaple 
inflcad of a bar. The ladies fhrieking with horror, fled to 
the furtheft corner of the room; but the queen was fo ex¬ 
tremely agitated that fhe flood without power of fpeech, or 
motion, and a viUaih bafely wounded, and would have flain, 
her, had not a fbn of Graham interfered, faying, “ What will 
will you do, for fhame of yourfelf, to the queen ? She is but 
a woman. Let us go and feek the king.” The queen was 
then permitted to withdraw; while the ladies remained loft in 
tears, and confterhation. 

The traitors fought the king .in every part of the chamber, 
and another adjoining, without fuccefs. Moft of them had 
gone to extent their fearch, and a temporai^ quiet fucceeded, 
when the king moft unhappily, after having heard no noile 
for fome time, and thinking that the confpirators were gone, 
called to the ladies to bring fheets, and draw him up from his 
uncomfortable concealment. In the attempt Elizabeth Douglas 
fell down into the place, and Chambers, one of the aflaflinsy 
entering with a torch, perceived the king and the kdy, and 
called to his fellows, with favage merriment; “ Sirs, the- 
bride is found, for whom we have fought, and caroled all 
night.” D^pon this, another traitor, Sir John Hall, leaped 
down with a dagger in his hand; but the king feized him be- 

. hind. 
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hind, and threw him under his feet. Hall’s brother met with 1437 
the fame chance; yet the king in vain tried to wreft a dagger'-"*^ 
from either, and only wounded his hands, and rendered him- 
felf incapable of further defence. Graham himfelf now en¬ 
tered the king’s retreat, whorequefted his mercy; but Graham 
exclaimed, “ Thou cruel tyrant, thou never hadfl mercy upon 
thy noble kindred, nor others, fo expefl none.” James faid, 

“ I befeech thee that, for my Ibul’s falvation, th^ wilt let 
me have a confeflof.” But Graham retorted, “ Thou (halt 
have no confeflbr but this fwordand flabbed the king, who 
in vain cried for mercy, and offered half his kingdom for his 
life. The affaflin, fomewhat relenting, was about to with¬ 
draw, when his comrades above defired him to complete their 
intention, clfe he fhould himfelf encounter death at their 
liands. Graham, and the two Halls, then accomplifhed the 
horrid deed by multiplied wounds. 

Thus perifhed James I in the forty-fourth year of his age, 
and the thirty-firft of his nominal reign, but only the thirteenth 
of his adlive authority. 

Not fatiated with the murder of their monarch, the affaflins 
fought the queen, fearing her revenge; but Ihe had now 
efcaped. The rumour at length reaching the outer court, 
where the fervants were lodged, and thence the town itfelf, 
numbers approached with arms ^nd torches, upon which tlic 
confpirators haftily withdrew. Sir D^vid Dunbar, arriving 
alone, attacked them, flew one, and wounded another,.but 
was overpowered and left difabled. Straiton, a page, was 
flain : and the band made good their retreat to the highlands, 
only regreting that the queen had been faved, whofe vengeance 
they dreaded. Nor without caufe; for, in lefe than a month* 
aH the chief aflors were ill jail. 

T » 
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1+37 takefi were Sir Robert Stuart, and Chriftophcr 

Chambers: M'ho were executed with cruel tortures at Edin¬ 
burgh, and the former’s confcflion of guilt may have been 
forced from his pangs. Athole was taken by Angus, tried 
31 Mar. and condemned; but Eafter appuroaching, the crofs, upon 
which his grandlbn had been tormented, was taken down, as 
unbecoming that Iblemmty; and he was faftened to a pillar, 
with a p^er crown upon his head, thrice inferibed with the 
term Trluor. Antony bilhop: of Urbino, tlie papal legate in 
Scotland, heard the confeffions ojFStuart, and Athole®. The 
latter alTerted his innocence; but faid that his grandfon had 
propofed'the confpiracy, from which he had diffuaded him, 
and underftood that he had fucceeded. It might be faid that 
Stuart having been forced by torture to cohfefs guilt, Athole 
was' of courfe obliged to accord witli his grandfon’s teftimony; 

' Eneas Sylvius is fubflituted for the biOiop of Urbino by HeiSor Boyce, the 
grandfather of all onr hiiforicat errors; and the miftakc is rcligiouily maintained 
by all our hiflorians. Eneas Sylvius, afterwards pope Pius II, vifited Scotland, 
before the dtike of Burgtindy left the Englifti party in Aug., t+35" Comment, 
p. 4. • And in the year that Alfonfo of Arragon was captured by ihe 43 enoefe—- 
1435: ib. He returned in the lame year to France; and in 1436 another 
legate was fent, namely Antony de Santo Vito, bilhop of Urbino. Ughelli 
Italia Sacra, (Venice 1717, 10 vols. folio) 11 , 792. His pafTport occurs in 
Hynter, X, 660, and is dated 42 Noy. i+S®* Ughelli’s account runs ihils: 
“ Sexto autem Idus QuintiU» proxkne infequentis, [1+36,] pro rtflitucnda 
ccclcTiaftica difciplina,. aiiifqpe.longp graviflimis componendis rebus, in Sco- 
tiam, ad Jacobum regem, cum*amplilfimi|||kerneiidi poteftate ab codem pontihcc 
[Eugenio IVj Icgatus ell. DilEcilliinis Scotia: rebus inopinato Jacobi regis 
nece magis magifquc perturbatis, ad Anglorum regem, &c. dirigitur.” Antony 
dc Santo Vito proceeded to thq counqil of on his return ; and was after¬ 
wards dillinguiflied by his embalfics to Germany, France, and Spain. 

In narrating the murder of James I, Jean Ch^rtier, p. 95, fays that the 
perpetrators were chiefly fervants of Albany, and other lords (lain by James, 
who was a brave and jull prince, and well beloved by his people. 
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for it is difficult to conceive that Stuart could have’befflPi guilty 1437 
of luch black ingratitude to his beneficent fovercign, and of'"*"'^' 
fuch a total facrifice of common prudence, as to engage in 
this confpiracy, from which to expeft the diadem muft have 
been the uifatuation of frenzy. But .Graham’s art may have 
pradifed upon his youth, and weaki^eft, to this degree; and 
the evidence of his guilt at laft rather preponderates. As to 
Athole, his hoary head might well have been laved: the laws 
concerning mifprifion of treafon are moll fevere, calling for a 
facrifice of kindred, of friendlhip, and of human nature: his 
grandfon’s foheme he feems to have regarded ^ too wild for 
any man of common underHanding to attempt; and was he, 
for what he expelled to pafs as idle difeourfe, to proclaim his 
grandfon a madman, or a tAitor, and to ruin his pollerity ? 

But to leave this difeuffion, the aged earl was beheaded at 
Edinburgh; and his head was fixed upon a ^ear, encircled with 
a crow n of iron.. . 

Graham, and many others of the traitors,, were tortured,, 
and put to death, at Stirling. The daring chief of the a(Iaffii|j| 
had the infblence to plead tlxit, having renounced his allegi¬ 
ance under his haifd and feal, he had a right to kill the king, 
as his mortal epemy: nay he addrefifed his judges, and the 
fpe< 9 :ators, alluring them that they Ihould loon pray for. his 
foul, as one to whom they were indebted for their deliverance 
from a tyrant. Nor was his courage left than his dark fana- 
ticifm of vengeance, as^^p<llllcd from the fpirit with which 
he bore his, horrid torments. Some of the aflbeiates aflerted 
that they knew not even the nature of the confpiracy, but had 
been prevailed on to join the party, upon pretence that the in¬ 
tention was only to carry off a young lady of th? court, whom 
Sir Robert Stuart was to marry: a circumftance apparently 
alluded to in, the expreffions of Cliambers abovementioned. 

The 
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The fon of Graham, Thomas Hall, and Chambers, arc parti¬ 
cularly mentioned among the viftims; and the latter %\’ould 
exprefs no repentance for the king’s death. This full and 
minute relation is given, not only as prefenting all the circum- 
ftanccs of an important event, but as it ferves to correft fome 
millakes of former writers. ' 

James left only one fon, his fuccelTor; but his female iflvie 
confiftcd of not lefs than five daughters; Margaret married to 
the Dauphin; Ifabel to Francis duke of Bretagne; Eleanor 
to Sigifmund archduke of Auftria; Mary to the count de 
Boucquan, fori of the lord of Campvere; Jean to the carl of 
Angus, and afterwards to the carl of Morton 

* Cnwford Stuarts, 36. Stewarts Gen. 65. The marriage df Margaret is 
above narrated. For Ifabel, (and her portrait,) fee Lobineau Hill, dc Bretagne, 
r, 62r. For Eleonora, De Roo Ann. Auft. 399. 

Mary’s defViny was more obfeure; but from Coney, p. 574, fhe appears to 
have been wedded before 1449» hufband was only a feigneur. Olivier 

de la Marche, the contemporary Burgundian, in his curious memoirs gives fome 
^tices concerning her. He fays “ Lc feigneur dc la Vere, unmout puilTant et 
notable chevalier Zclandois, du nom et des armes de Bourfellc, ct qui, par fa 
grande conduite et rcnomm£e par la mer, avoit eu ia filk du Roy d’Efcoce, foeur 
gcrmainc dc Madame la Dauphine, dont cy-deifus eft f;^e mention; et I'avoit 
mariee a fon fils le Comte dc Boucquam.” p. 263, 264. ^d p. 332, cd. Gand, 
1566, 4to, he mentions that the countefs of Boucquan (^) daughter of Scot¬ 
land was delivered of a fon at Vere in 2 ^ 1 and, and the count of Charolois, fon 
of Burgundy, went to Vere on the occafion. A. D. 1451. Jean is known in 
Scotifli peerages. See the years 1453, MS 7 ' fuipcSed that the prinoefs 
Jean, wedded to Huntley about 1470, '^a daughter of James 11 ; perhaps of 
the queen of James I, by her fecond marriage. Yet a genealogy4>f 1484, ms. 
Harl. 712, thus arranges the daughters^ I. Danphinefs. a. Duchefs of Bretagne. 
3. Johanna to Huntley. 4. Elconon, Auftria. 5. Maria Kamfer. 

6. AnnabcUa to Morton. 
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A RETROSPECT OF THE STATE OF SCOTLAND, 
• DURING THE REIGNS OF ROBERT II, AND III, 
AND JAMES I. 


Se&. I . State of the people^ and of civilization —2. Government^ 
laws, tallies —3. Agriculture^ vfeful arts —4. Commerce, 
money, navigation—^,EccleJiafiic hifory, literature, language 
1—6. Ornamental arts, manners, drefs* 


SECTION I. 

State of the people, and of civilization. 

■TTTHETHER education, climate, or government, pro-1371— 
▼ * duce raoft|pfFe£l on national character, is an impor- i 437 
tant problem, difcufled by many able writers, but hitherto not ■** 
lufficiently rcfolved. It muft^owever be granted by all, that 
each has its fhare in exciting or deprefling mental energy, in 
eftablifliing general induftry or indolence, in promoting public 
happinefs or mifery. But of thefe grand caufes education 
feems defervedly to claim the preeminence. To deny the 
power of climate, would be to forget that man is “ fubje6l to 
the fltycy influences;” yet his induftry, or care, may gene¬ 
rally 
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1^71 — rally overcome or elude its efTccls: and foil is almoft equally 
1437 fubfervient to labour. Government exerts a more pervading 
influence; even, the peafant in his cottage is opprefled by the 
burning heat of defpotifm, or the blafling ftorms of anarchy. 
The rewards of his labour ceafe amid the general dlftrefs a 
caprice of fome little tyrant, for flaves are ever tyrants wherp 
they can, or the revenge of a foe, may aflail his hovel-; and 
while his family perifhes in penury, the labourer j^s the 
mountain robbers, and falls the vi 61 im of thole 
afforded him no prote 6 tion. Even moderate governments 
affefl domeflic life, and individuals,'’more than is commonly 
conceived; a w;^’, a tax,»an unwife law, becomes an univerfal 
misfortune; while the benignity, and fkill, of the rulers 
large the happinefs of all. The influence, like that of th» 
eleflric element^ is rarely unveiled to the popular eye, though 
the fubtile ;iluid operate moft widely m the public .health. 

In the oriental legiilations the connexion between laws and 
manners is often indiffoluble : and the laws become perpetual, 
by being grafted on the ,habits of that creature of habit, man. 
In Europe, on the contrary, thedaws and manners are pro¬ 
verbially diiliniSl. JurifHi£lion punifhes crimes, butd ^y S Si ds 
not virtues; far lefs can it improve domeftic morals, or dif-^ 
fufe the light of inffruflion over a benighted nation. Thefe 
are the iacred provinces of education, a cailfe of national cha- 
rafter more prevalent than either of the former, as it 
the very root of offence,^ and fows lafting feeds of intelligence 
and worth. 

But education, on the extenfive fcale here implied, remains 
an experiment even to the moft civilized nations; and its 
effects muft neither be regarded as fpeedy, nor infinite. Even 
infants difplay, fome a perverfe, others a placid difpofition; 
and it is doubtful whether any care or art can eradicate, or 

fubdue, 



RETROSPECT. 


^45 


lubdue, the inlx>rn temper. If the bad habits of an individual 1371— 
prove often unconquerable by reafon or virtue, how deeply 
muft fuch habits be rooted in a whole people, where example 
operates like a contagion ? 

Hence it is that the fpirit, and manners, of the people 
yught to prefent the main objed of political difbuffion on any 
p^iig^^lar Rate, and the more elpecially where government and 
education have little force. In whatever form of adminiftra- 
tion, only a part can Ihine upon the public theatre, and tlius 
attrad the notice of hiftory. The mafs of the nation remains 
in obfcurity„;;eYen in enlightened ages; and philofophy can 
only eftimate its hiftory by that of its manners, for which the 
beft materials arc to be* found, not in the pages of the annalift, 

‘ but in poems, novels, and romances. Barren however as are 
t|>e annals of the poor, their ftate may always be juftly efti- 
mated by that of the adors, who vaunt and vanifh in the 
hiftorlc feene; and from the progreft of nations, as favage, 
batjfearous, or civilized. The monkilh page prefents but a 
fniall pulfe, yet from it the health, or fickneft, of the whole 
body may be gathered with confiderable certainty. 

In Scotland, at the period now under review, the people 
were flowly advancing from barbarifm towards civilization. 

A peace of fome duration had taken place before the acceffion' 
of the houfe of Stuart; and the confequent intercourfe with 
England, a country then rapidly progrefliye in the arts of life, 
muft have increafed the national, energy. Yet the feudal fet¬ 
ters continued to be firmly rivetted: every man was the foldier, 
or the mihial attendant of his chief; and flocks, herds, agri¬ 
culture afforded only fubfervient occupations. While the Angle 
fcience of the great was war, their foie amufement hunting, 
their chief magnificence a numerous train, it is no wonder that 
the poor were ferocious and idle, fecure during health of a main- 
* .v«L. I. V tenance 
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1371—tcnancc from their lords, and in ficknefs of monaftic charity. 

*437 Courage, honefty, franknels, attacliment to their chiefs, con^ 
ftituted the chief virtues of the peafantry; temperance, and ^ 
Ibbriety were the virtues of thei foil: fpirltuous liquors, that 
banc of the poor, were as yet unknown in Europe, except 
among the ftorcs of the phyiScian. Nor had religious fanati¬ 
cism, that unintermitting intoxication,, yet poiSbned the popu¬ 
lar mind with habitual gloom : the poor chiefly knew tlic 
chriflian religitwi from its charity, from the public exhortations 
of the preaching friars, and from the gay exhibitions of the 
Roman catholic iySlem. : • 

By more polilhed fex^igners Scotiyand continued to be re¬ 
garded as a country completely barbarous- The author of the 
Dittamundi allows that it is rich in fifli, flefh, and milk, but, 

Molto e el paefc alpeftro e peregrino, 

E ha la gente ruvida 6 falvatica. 

'' Mountainous and ilrange is the country. 

And the people rough and favage •/’ 

The long and fevefe ordinances of Robert II againfl: mur¬ 
derers, and their receivers and iupporters, afford a proof tihat 
this charge was not unfounded^*. And the orders to the army, 
not to piU;^e their own countrymen,, prefent another infknce- 

* Edit. 1501^* 4to, lib. ly, c. 06. It i« ail<led.that Scotland is improved. 

Per bonta tie Adoardo che hon e vivo, 

Che glia fniftati piti fu che la naiica. 

By the goodneft of Edwaed now living, who has chafii&d it i|i|j|||^»- or wan¬ 
dered much over it,’’ for the expreffion. feems provincial anch obfc|ire. Ed¬ 
ward HI of England is implied, who died in 1J77.- The Dittamundi of 
Ubertus de Faciis it a dclcription of the world, in the ihrm of a commentary 
40 Solkuia, who is introduced in dialogue, as Virgil in Dante. 

* Sut. Rob. II, apud Skene. 
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of barbaric manners’. The Ket/urani, Kerns, or marauding 1371— 
highlanders, by continual inroads into the low countries greatly * A -37 
obftru(3:ed the progrefs of induftry and dx-ilization; and this' 
inteftinc evil^ more pernicious than foreign inv^on, continued 
to a late period. Strangers to that indulfry which excites the 
Swiis peafant to cultivate the precipice, and the’ Norwegian to 
derive that fupport from the fea which the land refufes, the 
highlanders fuppKed their w'ants by rapine ; and the civil ani- 
niofity was increafed by the differeikie of origin, language and 
manners; fo that the diflkulties with which the government 
had to ftruggle, and the obRacles agakift order, inhere perhaps 
greater in Scotland than in any other European kingdom. 

The example of Henry II of England, who planted a Flonith 
colony in Wales, efcaped the d^eryation, or exceeded the 
powej, of our monarchs: and the cdrnplfete tranfpoTition of 
the papulation of a province, through an expedient for from 
unknown to the Perfians, Greeks, and Romans, appears to 
furpafs the wifdom, or the enterprize of any later government. 

Though the peafantry were in fad the flaves of their lords, 
by menial or by feudal bondage^ yet ffcW kifl»nces occur of 
abfolute villanage; and it iff believed iio exitmpk appears in our 
records, of an eftate fold Wi|||^ldbe fiu‘mers; labourers, attd 
families, attached to the (bil v ^ The appellatk»i hujbond^ 
given to the Scotifh farmers^ feeriaS indeed to imply that they 
were conhderai as bond llaveffof their lord’s houfe, or as fixed 


* Reg. 4to, f. V. 72. 

* Nitbet in his Heraldry, Vob I, p. 131^ ah extraft of a charter of 
Robert I, regni 14, from the 'chartolaiy'-of Dunfermlin, declaring Adam 
Adamfon and his four foils free: “ declaratum eft quod Adamus filius Adami 
non eft homo nofter ligius, feu nativus, quiii pro voluntate fua;" and he and 
fons we?e delivered “ ab omni jugo ^oncre fervitutisexecuted “coram 
jufticiario noftro." 
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1271—to their own particular farm-houfcs ; yet what little evidence 
1 437 remains teaches us to confider them rather as flaves in cuftom, 
than in law. The hujband lands^ or farms, were divided into 
tillage and pafturage, were always fmall, and tlje farmers of 
courfe poor’. The cotter who rears his hovel of turf and 
fl-raW, under an old thorn, and cultivates three or four acres 
of the common, would in thefe ages have been ftyled a farmer. 
Large farms undoubtedly advance agriculture; and perhaps 
the numerous labourers employed are as ufeful and valuable 
members of Ibciety, as if each farmed a fmall portion of land. 

With the^ccefllon of the houfe of Stuart, a ftronger light 
begins to arife on the internal ftate of Scotland. Barbour 
wrote his celebrated poem in 1375; and in narrating the 
a£lions of Robert I, he prefents many piftures of the times 
and manners, the lapfe of half a century being imperceptible 
in the^ flow progrefs of civilization. But the curiofity of 
FroilTart a Granger has prelerved the ftrongeft features; and 
his vifit to Scotland forms an epoch in the hiftory of national 
manners *.' From his account it appears that the French, 
themfelves regarded by the Italians as barbarians, ftiuddercd 
at the penury and barbarity of Scotland. Even in the Doulce 
Efcoche or low lands, (for tb|^ihighlanders of la Sauvage Efco- 
eke were confiderM as w’c iww do American fiivages,) a re- 

* Skene de fign. verb, vece HuJBmd-lanJ, originally about fix acres. 

• Froiflart was in England In 1391, TomeilV, fol. 14. He was at Dal¬ 
keith in his youth, about the ycar.1360, T. Ill, f. 117 : and no other vifit of 
his to Scotland is known. It is not therefore wonderful that, when he wrote 
his Iiiftory in 1400, his memory made fomc flips, particularly the ftrangc one 
concerning the houfe of Douglas, which mifled lord Hailes, Remarks, p. 121. 
Froilfart confounds the carls of Douglas with the Douglafcs lords of Dalkeith ; 
nay he afligns to that name the arms of the earls of Moray; “ d’or a trois oreillcs 
de gueulles!’’ His more recent utfgrmation was derived from the French knights 
who vifited Scotland. 
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markable ignorance prevailed of the comm9nen. arts of life. 1371— 
The meaneft articles of manufafihirc, horfe-fl\oes, harnefs, ^437 
faddles, bridles, were all imported ready made from Flanders. 

The houfes of the common people were cpmpbfed of four or 
five ports to fupportfhe turf walls, and a roof of boughs: three 
days fufficed to ere^ the humble manfioip!. A contemporary 
hirtorian adds, that “ the country was rath^er defert than inha¬ 
bited, was almort wholly mountainorj?, and more abundant in 
i'a\ ages than in cattle 

'Fhc Englifh education of James I contributed to the civi¬ 
lization of his’ kingdom. Yet even in his reign the pidlure by 
Enea Silvio, afterwards pope Bius II, is fan from flattering. 

“ Concerning Scotland he found thefe things worthy of repe¬ 
tition. It is an ijland joined to England, ^rtretching tWii>.hun- 
dred miles to the north, and about fifty ,bix>a(J ;ia cold country, 
fertile of few forts of grain, and generally^id gCvtr||^„ but 
there is a fulphureous rtone dug up which is ufed f^;^in^. 

The towns ar?unwalled, the houfes commotrty htiilt without 
lime, and in villages roofed with turf, while a cow’s hide fup- 
plies the place of a door. The commonalty are poor and 
uneducated, have abundance; of flelh $nd filh, but eat bread 
as a dainty. The men are fmalj in ftat^e, but bold; the 
women fair and cpmely, and prone,the pleafures of love; 
kifles being there erteemed of lefs conlequence than prefiing 
the hand is in Italy. The wine i is^ all imported; the irorfes 
are moftly fmall ambling nags, only a few being preferved 
entire for propagation, -and neither curry-combs nor reins are 
ufed. The oyfters are larger than in England. From Scot¬ 
land are imported into Flanders hides, wool, fait firti, and 

’ Froiffart, Tome II, f. 170, edit. 1518, 4to. 

• Hift. dc Charles VI, par Lc' Labdurcur, Tome I, p. 102, “ plus pkine 
de faiivagine que de beAail.” 
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1 ^71—pearls. Nothing^ gives the Scots more pleafure than to hear 
1 )-37 the Englilh difpraifed. The country is divided into two parts, 
the cultivated lowlands, and the ^ion where agriculture is 
not ufed.: The wild Scots have a c^Rrent language, and fome- 
times eat the bark of trees. There ar# no wolves. Crows 
are new inhabitants, and therefore the tree in which they 
build becomes royal property’. At the winter folfticc, when 
the author was'thlerc, the day did not exceed four hours 
In another place, SiM© obferves that the fabulous tale of the 
l)arnacles, the invention of dreaming monks, had paffed from 
Scotland to the Orkneys: and that coals were given to the 
poor at the church doors* hysg^ay of alms, the country being 
denuded of wood % 

The y^orpt^ admmUlration of James I imparted tranquil¬ 
lity and lappinefs to the people; and was often regretted by 
thern ^ring the diilra^imis ofrthe iubfequent reigns Till 
diis jpmod the ^tntes were concealed from the nation in the 
darkt^ia.of the ktin language ;, die good fenih^^s monarch 
ordered; th^na to be iffued in the Scotifh tongae, while in 
England tl^ laws were to be dieted in Latin and'French till 
the reign of Richard 111 . Thuff reJigion, aadlaw, the foie 

* One of. thofe OufUkes firn^uent in c^rfory travels. . By c. 19, part, i J. I, 
trees in which rooks are furred to build are forfeited to the king. Hence the 
error. 

* Pii II Comment, rerum mem. fid temporis'i Francfuiy 1614, folio, p. 4: 
a pitidudion not in the coUedions of hit Works. The j^^or adds a tuJf ac¬ 
count of his ^ventures in dip nmrth of Et^laad on h|s ittttriu,. He went dif. 
^ifed as a merchant, and on pafling the Twepd could get, neither wine nor 
bread: an alarm was fpread in the night foat the Scotilh borderers were ap- 
preiaching, and the mep fled, but the Women lefnfed; ** nihil enim his mati 
faduros holies credunt, qui Ruprum inter mala non ducunt." 

* Oeicript. Aiue et Europse, Paris 1534, Svo, p. 416. 

* See'Btmar, 510. 
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rules of {popular condu(^, were veiled from the people; but 1571— 
there is no abfurdity which man has not reduced to pradice. ^437 
The ftatutes of James a^wifely ordained to advance civili- 
zation, and the ianguin^Rieoriil; may exult in their effefts; 
but they rather proclaim the intclligeriee^ of the monardi, and 
of his ecclehaitic minifters, than the national advancement. 
Ordinances prepared in the cabinet'by wife and gOod men, 
were pafTed by the lords of the articles 5 while the peers , and 
landholders, with whom the juiilHidHon lay, either did not 
attend, or voted with a imile. And the frequent repetition 
of the. fame laws, even fo late asX^ James IV* 

and V, conlpires with the records, of to convince us, 

that the ftatutes rather indicate the evils that did exifr, than 
the remedy of thefe evils. The roots of national habits are 
too deep to be afiedled by the thurfcder of laws, the (low divul- 
fion of ’education can alone explode th«n. 

Among the ftatutes of the lirft James, the followi^ are 
the moft pertinent to the prefent ^fcidion!. That no private 
wars be allowed; that none travel iwith more attendants than 
they maintainthat vyo forHorp fliall force their refidetrcc upon 
the clergy or farmers; .that in burghs^ and on high ways, inns 
be eredted; and that na beggars be permitted, except diftin- 
guiflied by a badge importing the IclVe of frie magiftrates: 
and the holpitals for the poor and fiefc are ordered to be re¬ 
formed. A renmki^Ic law onlaips, that all idle perfons, 
without means'of livelihood, flitdl be ittuffrifoned, tUl they give 
fecurity, and fliaRwithin forty days betake thendelves to fbme 
fervice or craft. The trial of the caufes of die poor is declared 
to be gratuitous ,, 

The inftitutioa of inns,, repeatedly enforced, was perhaps 
calculated , to lave the monafteries from the frequent intrufion 

♦ Aas, f. 1, 2, 5, 7,8. 
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1371—of numerous guefts; but the neceflity of fuch laws indicates 
1437 a radical defeil in civilization. The firll: objeft of the Romans, 
—irw conqueft of a barbaric country, was to open high ways 

through it; for on mutual and ealj|lntercourfe all civilization 
depends. Yet this lirft and hidifpenfablc ftep is unknown in 
our ftatutes. Some regulations appear concerning ferries; but 
till within thcle fifty years the roads in Scotland were hardly 
pafifahle. And while the Swils cuts his way through the Alps, 
our mole hills in the highlands prefent inluperable barriers. 
The civilization of a country is always in exaft proportion to 
the number, and condition, of its high ways. The omiffion 
of this one law w 4 s radical, and'obftrufled all the others *. 

In the burghs a greater degree of civilization muft have 
prevailed than in the country; but the inhabitants of the burghs 
were few, compared with the general population. FroilTart 
eftimates the houfes in Edinburgh, then the capital, at four 
thouland ‘; they were fmall wooden cottages, covered with 
ftrauf; for modern Edinburgh, with its houfes of ten or twelve 
ftorics, cannot date higher than Mary’s reign, when all the 
French cuRoms of Scotland really commenced. By a com¬ 
mon calculation the inhabitants of the capital, in the reign of 
Robert II, hardly exceeded fixteen thouland. 

For fome unknown caufe, James I prohibited the eledion 
of deacons of crafts; perhaps they shuled their power in ex¬ 
citing fedition; peihaps the genuine fpirit of a corporation 
began to operate in monopoly, ‘and oppreflion. But a warden 
and council are ordered to regulate prices, the warden to be 
cholen by the council of the burgh, and not, as the deacons, 
by the craftfmen themfelves. Mafons, carpenters, fmiths, 

* The firft Scotiih llatutc concerning highways, is of the reign of Charles II, 
1661, cap. 38. 

• Tome II, f. V. 169. 
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taylors, weavers, are the only trades mentioned in the ftatute^ 1571-- 
The inftitution of corporations by patent feems unluiown in *4^7 
Scotland, till the reign of James JV: the crafts embodied and 
regulated* themfelves ; aiilH the attention of government was 
hardly diverted to them, except to prevent impofition. They 
vvould have charged for holidays, and undertaken more work 
than they could accomplifh, while one craftfinan would refufe 
the work neglcdled by another *. The foie intention of thefe 
adls feems to have been to break the monopoly 

James I has himfelf delineated the manners of the common 
people, in his poem called Peblis to the Play. This play was 
probably ah annual feftival, in honour of the faint to whom 
the church was dedicated, or on fomc other occafion; and luch 
wakes are yet known in the north of England. The humour 
and jollity of the meeting end in tumult and uproar, but dif- 
play a very different charader to the gloomy fanaticilin of the 
two fucceeding centuries. From this lingular poem, among 
other articles of manners, we learn that the women wore 
kerchiefs and hoods, and tippets; the mufic arole from the 
bagpipe; the men fbmetimes wore bats of birch-twigs inter¬ 
woven, the hat being any high covering of the head, while the 
bonnet was flat. A tavern, with fair table linen, and a regular 
fcore on the wall, are introduced: the reckoning twopence 
halfpenny a piece, is coUeded in a wooden trencher. The 
cadgery or packman who carries filh, &c. through the country, 
on his little horfe; the £dmon dance, ’confifting in exertions 

* ASs, f. 14,18. 

* Ib. 14. Cmfrairies firft appear in France about 1264. Le Grand, I, 260. 

* To thefe hints concerning burghs it may be added that harlots are ordered 
to dwell in the fleirts of the towns, to prevent hazard from fire, concerning 
which regulations are cnadted. Ib. f. v. 12. 
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of high leaping; and other anecdotes of popular manners, 
diverfify the piece 

The drcfs of the common people confiftcd chiefly of a 
doublet and cloke, and a kind of (hort trowfe; the head was 
covered with a hat of bsdket-woik, or felt, or with a woolen 
Iwnnet; while the. legs and feet remained bare Shirts were 
hardly known even to the great. The female dreft was a 
kerchief or a hood, and a tippet about the neck: the kirtle, 
or dole gown, was rarely accompanied either with the wylicot 
or under petticoat, or with the mantle; and the feet were 
naked. 

As the flate of fociety was rather paftoral than agricultural, 
milk, and its various preparations, formed a chief article of 
food. Meat boiled with oatmeal, or fifli, fupplied more fo- 
Icmn meals. Bread and vegetables were little ufed, a circum- 
ftance to which it may perhaps be imputed that the leprofy 
was not uncommon. TTie chief fifli was the lalmon, concern¬ 
ing the capture of which naany regulations occur in the a6ls 
of parliament, and which alio formed a grand article in the 
Scotiih exports. 


SECTION n. 

Governmenfy tanj^s, tadiici^ 

THE government, and laws, of a country arc ib intimately 
connefted with its hiftory, when compofed in a proper manner, 
and with philoibphic Viiewa, that littde remains to be added on 

* Seka Scotifl) Ballads, V«l. If, p. i. 

• A pradtice prevalent among the comnmn people of England' at this period, 
liven the feet of many of the EngUih archers were bare in battle. St. Remy, 
p. 89. 
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thefe important topics, except to glean a few remarks, and tJ7i- 
prefent fome general obferv'ations. *437 

The policy concerting the highlands formec^ a chief objeft 
in the Scotiih government. David II had ejedted the chief¬ 
tains to deftroy each other, by beflxiwing the eftate of the 
Ikughtcred leader on his aiTaflin, and by the reign of tenof 
had eftablhhed tranquillity 'Phis cruel policy was aban¬ 
doned by the houfe of Stuart. Robert II affigned the high¬ 
lands to the care of his fon the earl of Carrie, and other 
peers; who were impowered to call the chiefs before them, 
and concert means of juftice ♦. But this plan erred in the 
other extreme of mildnels: and James I, after having been 
obliged to exempt the highlanders from the law of retribu¬ 
tion, becavtfe, as the ftatute bears, they had been accuftomed 
to rob and kill each other *, was at length conftrained, as w'c 
have feen, to have recourfe to leverity. 

The reign of this prince revived the long dormant power of 
the laws, and the boldeft of the peers dared not to oppofe his 
mandates or meflengers. The people,” adds the old hil- 
toriographer, “ then lat in the opulence of peace, feairc from 
ravagers, elate in heart, and tranquil in mind; becaufe the 
monarch had wifely expelled quarrels and rapine from the 
ftatc, had appeafed difeord, and reconciled enmity*.” But 
the regal jurildidion, though much confined by the feudal 
fyftem, was carried by James I to a height that proved fetal 
to himfelf. 

It is unneceffary to dwell on the feudal government, fo ably 
difeuflfed by numerous authors. A fingular feature of it in 
Scotland was the freedom from taxes; and that at a period 

* Foidun, II, 380. * Regifter, f. v. 7a. * ARs, f. 8. 

* Bowar, 510. 
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1271—when France was overwhelmed with them, and the blood of 
1437 poor, as \ifual, was mingled with the wine of the rich’. 
Another remarkable di{lin 61 ion from modern times was, that the 
royal authority was weakened in war, and increaled in peace. 
The foldiers belonged to their chiefs, and not to the fovereign: 
but the execution of the laws was a prerogative of the latter; 

An idea of the royal revenue may be formed from the mar¬ 
riage contrafts of our princes, the dower of the wife being 
eftimated at one third of the whole. Robert II, and III, were 
married before the acceflion of the fainily: and the avaricious 
condud of the Englifh court, in the marriage of James I, 
rendered any contrad to this effed unneceflary. But that of 
James 11 and Mary of Gelder is extant; and though the evi¬ 
dence be fomewhat excurfive it is fufficiently in point *. The 
dower afligned is r0,000 crowns of gold; and tliefe crowns, 
in a contemporary ftatute, are eftimated at lix fliillings and eight 
pence each, Scotifh money’. Hence 10,000 gold crowns 
equalled 5000 marks Scotifli money, and the royal revenue 
was 15,000 marks Scotifti, or about 7,500 marks fterling of 
that time; in weight about 14,060 pounds of lilver, in efficacy 
about feventy thouland pounds of modern currency. But the 
rapacity of ftatefmen and favorites, and other caufes which 
did not affed the eftates of the ariftocracy, confiderably dila¬ 
pidated the revenue of the crown,' and rendered it fubjed to 
filch variations that fifty thoufand pounds may moft fafely be 
alfumed as a medium. Perhaps the earls of Douglas poflefled 
a revenue equal to two thirds of the royal; which however 
certainly more than doubled that of any other peer'. 

The 

* In 1385 the taxes were fo numerous 5 n France that many emigrated. 
Des UrHns, p. 46. 

* MS. Harl. 4637, Vol. HI, f, v. 6. » Ads of 1451. 

* In the cllimatc of the revenues of the hoftages for James I, fRymer, X, 
3 ^ 7 > 333 >) * 1 '® higheft are thofe of Argyle and Dalkeith, 1500 marks fterling 

each. 
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The revenue of the crown arofe chiefly from its demefnes, 1371-- 
from the various feudal callialties, ward, relief, marriage, *437 
cfcheat, forfeiture; from vacant bilhoprics, fines, prefcnts 
for grants; and from cuftoms on merchandize. Its preroga¬ 
tives appear to have been, i. to fiimmon the parliament, and 
propofe laws, which feldom or never failed to pafs: 2. the 
adminiftration of juftice: 3. creation of honours and dignities: 

4. command of the national array: 5. nomination to eccle- 
liaftic preferments. As the firft of thefe prerogatives en¬ 
croached on the legiflative power; fo, on the other hand^ the 
parliament regulated embaffies and treaties, and ordered peace 
or war *. The coinage of money belonged to the crown ; but 
any alteration was regarded as unconftitutional, if not func¬ 
tioned by parliament. 

Hence it appears that the revenues and power of the Scotifli 
monarchs were in themfelves fiifficiently rcfpedable; but the 
age of Robert II, the weaknefs of his fucceflbr, the diforders 
pf the regencies, and above all the extreme avarice of the 
arillocracy, ever preying on the royal domains and ^jpvenue, 
were caufes that greatly injured both the wealth and influence 
of the crown. 

In pafling to the national council, or parliament, the moft 
ftriking objeft is the number of ecclefiaftics, which exceeded 


each. But that of Douglas mufl: have been far larger. The 1500 marks might 
now equal 15,000/. 

It muft not be forgotten that the royal expences were almoft wholly donieftic, 
there being neither civil nor military lilt, the officers of (late and adminillrators 
of law being only paid by perquifltes; and even embaffies were defrayed by the 
members of parliament, or by the merchants. The revenue of Henry V of 
England was55,714/. lor. (Rymcr, X, 113,) or about 550,000 modern pounds. 

* This important fa£l is evinced from many documents in this work. See 
particularly the reign of James V. 
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1371-- tJiat of the peers But till the days of Fonrian, and the Be- 
*437 tons, prieftly ambition feems to have been little known in 
Scotland ; and the ftatutes generally evince great wifdom and 
patriotifm in the Icgiflative body. The members unhappily 
did not alTemble in two chambers as in England ; the burgelTes 
were annihilated in prefence of the powerful ariftocracy, who 
themfelves only fkiUed in arms left Icgiflative difeuflion to the 
clergy. An oppolition was fcarce ever known in the Scoti/h 
parliament, becaufe its operations were previoufly fettled by 
the ^well-known comnnittees of lords of the articles, and ap¬ 
proved by the king, fb that in fa»3 the ftatutes w^ere prefented 
for its tanftion, not its difpuffion. Nay there is room to believe 
that an pppofition in parliament was viewed in as trealbnable 
a light as oppofition in the field; and that the minority only 
teftified its ddratisfa^lion by its nonappcarance. 

The admiqiftration of the laws was the chief difficulty ; and 
the king and pariiament often reccxnmended this groat obje 61 
to the peers in their refpcflive territories. During a minority 
the parliament alone bad the power of nominating a regent and 
council *. At what precife perk>d the king’s privy council 
fucceeded the jiuia Regis, or council of great officers of ftate 
is dubious. It was much on the fame model, being compofed 
of the chancellor, chambetlain, treafurer, privy leal* lecretary, 
and a few other members. Its power during a minority was 

• In Ae parliament at Cambulkenneth, 1314, the number of abbots already 
amounted to 14, Scone, Kelfo, Arbroth, Holyrood, Lindoris, Newbottel, 
Cupar, Paifley, Dunfcrmltn, Linchiden, Inchaffray, St. Colm, Deer, Sweet¬ 
heart. The priors 5, Cpldingham, Heftenoth, St. Andrews, Pittenweem, Loch- 
jeven. Add the biflinps 13, and the fum is thirty-two. 

• See the reign of James V when the parliament declare that, by the king's 
demife, the power had devohtd to the three ejlates who had appointed Albany 
regent. Yet the will of the dcceafed monarch was commonly refpefted; and 
the queens of James I, II, and IV, were acknowledged as regents for a time. 
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great, but at other tiroes entirely under the controul of the 1371— 
fovereign, and hardly known in hiftory. Far fuperior was the ^ 437 
fate of the privy council in Denmark and Sweden, where the 
members ufurped the chief power; and under the name of 
fenates controuled the monarchs. The want of titular nobility 
in thefe countries was a radical caufe of this fingularity, for 
the prelates having no balance to their afcendancy, and moll 
of them being (enators in virtue of their fees, the landholders, 
burgefles, and peafants, could not ftruggle againft fo powerful 
an ariftocracy. In Scotland, on the contrary, the bilhops^nd 
the church were a public benefit, as they balanced the power 
of the ferocious nobles, and fiipported the monarch and the* 
laws. All inftitutions depend on time and circumftances ; and 
the bane of one country may be the felicity of another. 

Had our kings polFelTed the nomination of the adminiftrators 
of juftice, tht: ariftocratic influence would have been confide- 
rably checked. But moft of the legal officers enjoyed heredi¬ 
tary and indefcafible right. Such were the IherifFs, though 
efteemed the king’s peculiar officers; nay the peers were fbme- 
times hereditary IherifFs in their own jurildiflions. 

Even in burghs, the aldermen and baillies were more fre¬ 
quently devoted to fome neighbouring chief, than to the king. 

Of the Mair and Serj<mds little is known. An a6l of 
James I leems to evince ^at the office of Mair and King’s 
Serjand was lynonymous; and it Ihews that the barons had 
alfo their ferjands. The Mair was diftinguilhed by a redj 
wand; the officer of regality by a iimilar badge, red at one 
end and white at the other; while the banon ferjand had 
a white wand, and he of the burgh a red. All bore horns to 
found occafionally *. The terms Mair and Serjand have varied 


more 


* A&s, f, 17. Another ftatiite, f. v. ro, mentions Mairs of fee, or heredi¬ 
tary, of the (heriffdotn, or of part; and authorifes them to have deputies, to 
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1371— more in fignification than perhaps any others; even now a 
1437 fcrjeant at law is a very remote office from a ferjeant in the 
army; and a Mai re of Paris from a Scotifh Mair. In its pri¬ 
mitive meaning the term Mair is, in various countries, of 
high dignity, but had now been degraded in Scotland from thg 
magiftrate to the meffenger. The Mair and Serjeants were 
the heralds of the law; but their office was in thofe time? 
arduous, and honourable, and worthy of the attention of the 
legiflature. Even thefe offices were often hereditary; ;_.and 
Skene mentions that in his time there were “ Mairs of ^ee 

The legal juriffiiilion of the crown chiefly appeared in the 
Briefs or ffiort writ, iflued from the chancery. Thefe brieves 
were of two kinds, one diredled to the ffieriff, or the Mair or 
fcrjand meflengers of the law, ordering the party to be cited; 
the other empowering the judge to try the caufe 

The royal power, though eminent in times of peace, and 
uncircumfcribed by any fenate, was neverthelefs balanced by 
that of the ariftocracy; which during war, or minorities, even 
aflumed the afcendancy *. The baron was in fad a king in 

his 

execute arrefts and fummonfes. It is furpedled that the Murmur of the eleventh 
century, (Enq. into Sc. hift. II, 3*9,) was the Mor Mar or great Mair of a 
province, a term fynonymous to the ancient Earl. In the gloflary of Ducange 
the word Mair or Major implies in numerous inflanccs great authority. The 
office of Coroner feems to have been confined to criminal cafes, that of Mair 
to civil. In the ifle of Man there were Maares for every Jheading, or diftriS of 
three pariihes; (Order of the Tinwald 142a, in Townley’s Journal, White¬ 
haven 1791, II, 231, 232.) By one of thofe lingular changes which occur in 
focicty, the IhcriiF remains a moll honourable office ; and the Mair, formerly 
almoit his equal, has dwindled into the bailiff. 

* Dc verb. lign. voce Marus. 

* Home Hift. Law Trafls p. 288. 

* Coronation oaths are folemn trifles, and they appear unknown to our old 
annals. According to Nilbet, Her. II, 154, the clergy, peers, and commons. 
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his own jurifHi6hoii; and the operation of the laws was directed 1371 — 
by his loyalty, or his diflatisfadlion. The former was hardly ^437 
tp be fecured, except by a munificence which weakened the 
royal revenue, and power: this avaricious Ipirit of the nobility 
was encrcafed by the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart, and the 
peculiar circumftances which accompanied that event. A 
family, formerly their equal, afeended the throne; there was 
no regal anceftry, no foreign fplcndor, to command awe and 
obedience: and a dubious loyalty was only to be won by con- 
ceflions, or promifes, fatal to the conftitutionaJ afccndcncv of 
the crown. Age, weaknefs, regencies, confpired to increafe 
the wealth and preponderance of the ariftocracy; and when 
.lames I regained his Iceptre; many an effort was required in 
order to replace its chief gems. 

The few peers, their number hardly exceeding twenty, 
continued, to- be chiefly denominated from the counties into 
which Scotland was then divided The military force of the 


III order, alkcd the new fovereign if he were willing to accept the crown ; 
ivhich being put on his head, a bilhop cried God blefs the king; another 
anfwercd God blefs the people, and the king; and again, God blefs the king, 
and the people. 

* 'I'lic chief deviations were, that there never was an earl of Aleartis, but 
Crawford fupplied tlic place. Levenax, or the banks of the Leven, (now Len¬ 
nox) gave a title correfponding to Dumbarlonflurc. Yet fo ftrong w'as the 
original idea that Bowar, 541, confounds the counties with the carldunis. 
Strathern was a county Palatine, earls David and Walter Stuart, Euphemia the 
countefs, and John Stuart, 1407, (Du Tillet 117,) all appear as Palatines. 
'I'he title of Thane feems to have been introduced the time of Malcom III, 
and cxifted long in Scotland. Robert II grants the thanedom of Kintorc 'to' 
the carl of Moray, “ referving the office of the free tenants.” ScotU, Cal-. 
Harl. 4609, p. 97. jamei I grants a charter to Donald thane of Caldor, Id. 
No. 4620. The fame ms# records a charter to John Meyners of the office of 
“ Cochachderatic of Kyncollonie; and lands of Ferrochic and Coulentyne, ly- 
land in the abthanrie of Dul.” Yet.the difference between X thane and baron 
IS unknown ; and foinc dui^bts iir^.that ignorance may have blended the Saxon 
Thane and the Irifli Taniji. 
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1371—(hire, and the greater part of its civil juriflidion, were in the 
*437 hands of thefe potentates; and the inferior barons were at- 
tached to them by tenure, by clan, by intereft ?ind.expedation, 
or by bonds of manrent. 

The progrefs of government, legiflation, and the ufeful arts 
and fciences, ought to occupy moft attention in hiftory; but 
thefe pacific objeds yield to wars and revolutions. War un¬ 
happily forms the grand bafis of the annals of man; and'one 
battle often produces the happinefs or mifery of man^ millions, 
for many centuries. Hence the ancient clafilical hiftorians are 
ample in dderibing the tadics of various nations; while 
modern writers feemto vie with thofe of the middle ages in 
their negligence of this important theme, which, from its in-> 
finite con&quences, deferves to be arranged in- the fame clafs 
with the governm«nt and laws of a country. 

It is well known diat the chief weapon of the Scots was the 
ipear^ often incfFedual againft the Englilh long-bow, becaufe 
k was not accompanied, as in the Macedonian phalanx, with 
ftrong defenfive armour. The buckler in particular feems to 
have been final! and weak, being only of wicker work covered, 
with leather; the fetUad m iron cap, and the doublet of fence, 
muft have afforded little protefihon agakfi the Englifh arrows, 
which like the -Karthian even pierced’ the ‘mail of the knight. 
Other offenfive weapons were the broggedfaff, or pike, the 
axe, the fword^ the knife or daggerSuch were the arms 
of the coriimbn people: but fhe chiefs, knights, and {quires,, 
were arrayed in plate-armour which luuf now fucceeded. the. 
baberg^n, or coat of finall inwoven rings;, and. they wielded 
,,the battle-axe, the two handed fword, the iron mace, or the 
{pear. Perfons worth ten pounds of yearly rent, or fifty 

! Winton ms. 84a, 868. Afts, f. v. 8* £ ai.. 
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pdunds in goods, were ordered to ,have a hai ot helmet, and 1371— 
gorget; a pefan braced before and behind^ with plates to cover * 437 
the front of the thighs and legs, and gauntlet$. The yeomen 
worth twenty pounds in effeds, were to. haye :the habergeon, 
iron hat, bow,y:quiver, fword, buckler, kiufe ; and, if. hot 
ar<hers, an axe, or a pike. The burgefs; worth fifty pounds 
in goods, was to arm completely as a gentleman; while he 
who poflefled not above twenty, appeared in the array of the 
yeoman*. , ^ 

James I was particularly anxious to.eilablilh,the ufc,of the 
bow, and ordered frequent alfemblies near the paiiih churches 
for the exercife of archery; but after his death the national 
habits prevailed, and among a hundred attendants of a baron, 
hardly fix archers could be found, the remainder refuming 
their fpears It appears that armour, nay fpears, and bows, 
and arrows, were chiefly imported *. The martial mufic, as 
is well known, confilled of horns. Some cholen followers 
were arrayed in the livery of their chiefs j but the reft of the 
army prefented a motley mixture *. » . 

The difcipline, and exercife, were trivial; the arrangement 
was by clans. On the march almoft every man rode a fmall 
horfe, to fave fatigue; but none, exc^ the knights or fixed 
cavalry, remained on horfeback in a battle.. Each man carried 

* A£ls, f. ai. * Bowar, 488. 

* A£ls, f. V. 8 : in particular the heads of arrows and of fpears feecn tp haye 
been entirely imported from Flanders. 

* FroilTart lofes all temper in fpeaking of Scotland, and the Scots, on account 

.of the treatment of Vienne and his petulant kni^ts. The admiral, lays he, told 
the French king, that he would rather be earl of Savoy, or Artois, than king 
of Scotland; the force of which confifled of about 500 lances (3000 men at 
arms,) and 36,000 commoners, of no avail againil Englilh archers, or 1000 men 
at arms, fol. 183, T. II. The common arms hedeferibes as (hunting 

fpears), or knives, and bujims tTarmts, 

Y a 
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Ii_provifions for forty days, chiefly oat-meal; but meat was fup- 
I ‘^ 3 y plied by pillage. The right wiitg became the van, the left the 
rear, while the center retained its ftatioii. 

The exaft order of battle, the arrangement of the ranks and 
files, are fubjeds enveloped in much obfcurity; and while, 
with all the lights of the Roman claflics, it remains doubtful 
whether that great people arranged their Haftati, Principes, 
and Triarii, in Angle lines, or in deep files, there is lefs room 
to wonder at the careleflhefs of the monkifli hiftorians. Yet 
it appears fiifiiciently dear that deep files were uled,‘ and that 
the battels or battalions were almoft fquare; though fome- 
times they fought in an efchelle or drcle; fometimes perhaps 
in the gothic wedge®. Thin files of two, or three feem a 
modern invention, long potterior to the ufe of -cannon and 
fire arms. But the utility of the deep mattes formerly ufed 
is not eafily difcovered; not above three fpears could come 
into contad, and the reft leems an idle depth, expoftd to the 
arrows of the enemy. This theme mutt be fiibmitted to mili¬ 
tary men; and it is doubtful if the materials be fiiificient for 
precifc invettigation. 

The mbft eminent or Ikiiful peers who were prefent com¬ 
manded the grand divifions, commonly four, the right and left 
wings, the center, and relerve. Under them the fmaller barons 
aded as inferior officers, in feudal gradation, and often by 
hereditary right. 

In fieges cannon now began to be ufed, infl^ad of the fo\vs, 
battering rams, and other engines, the reliques of Roman 
Ikill. But no memorable fiege happening after the acceflion 

* The efchelle was by the Scots termed a Jbiltrum. The hoft was fometimes 
divided into three or four of thefe Jhiltrum of the heavy armed and fpearmen, 
amid which the archers and light infantry were Ihcltered, as by fortrclTcs. Sec 
Holinflied’s defeription of the battle of Falkirk. 
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of the houfe of Stuart, and the Scots having been lingularly 1371— 
deficient in this art, it is unneceflary to illuflrate the topic. 1437 
Thefe remarks fhall be clofed with an abftrad of tlie agree- 
ment, in the beginning of June 1385, between the earl of 
Carrie and other peers, and Jehan de Vienne the leader of 
the French forces in Scotland. It bears that they ihall march 
towards the borders on the twenty third of July, and fhall lay 
fiege to ibme fortreffes, but as battk is expeiled their ftrength 
is not to be wafted in doubtful affaults: that none fhall pillage 
in advancing to the marches, but fhall pay for what they have, 
on pain of beheading ; and all perfons coming to the army 
to fell viftuals fhall be fafe: if any man flay another, it is in- 
ftant death: if any comnion foldier ftrike a gentleman, he 
fhall lofe his hand or ear; if one gentleman ftrike another, 
juftice fhall be adminiftered by the captains. In riots between 
the French and Scots, the byeftanders muft feize the guilty, 
who if knights are to lofe horfe and armour, if commoners a 
hand or an ear v the like penalty for thofe who fhall diflodge 
their companions, or diforder the march. All Scots and 
French are to wear, before and behind, a white crofs of 
St. Andrew; if the armour be white, it muft be borne on a 
fquare, or a circle, of black cloth. If any Scot infult a 
Frenchman, he is to be feized by the French, and brought 
before a Scotifh chief; and fo in the contrary. He who un- 
horfes an Englifhman is to have half his ranfom. None fhall 
fet fire to a church, kill a woman or a child, or commit rape, 
on the penalty above mentioned of knight and common foldier. 

The prifoner fhall belong to that captor who firft received hi^ 
plighted hand; if taken from him the captain fhall order refti- 
tution; if the prifoner be killed a reafonable ranfom fhall 
be allowed. All fafe condufts granted by Vienne fhall be 
obferved by the Scotifh lords and captains; and the French 

leaders 
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1271—leaders fliall pSiy like reverence to thofe of the Scotilh gene- 
1437 rals\ Such is this curious ordinance, which throws con- 
fiderable light on the military manners of the times- 


SECtlON m. 

Agriculture, Ufeful Arts, 

ON thele topics only a few brief illuftrations occur. Though 
Scotland was already denuded of wood, as before evinced, it 
was not owing to the progrefe of agriculture. James I or¬ 
dered that each poor perfon who ought to be a labourer, Ihould 
either be the half proprietor of one ox in the plough, or dig 
every day a fquare of feven feet of ground, a toil which ex¬ 
tended through the year muft not have been inconfiderable *. 
His lliatutes al{b ordain that every farmer, ufing a plough of 
eight oxen, ftiall fow every year a firlot, or four Scotifh pecks, 
of wheat, half that quanlity of peale, and forty beans, under 
the penalty of ten (hillings to the baron Oats and barley 
were almod: the ible crops; not only wheat but peafe and beans 
were extremely rare, and Jieafe-bannocs were till lately efteemed 
the next jegale to wheaten bread. The a£ls concerning 
wolves and rooks, and burning of heath at improper (eaibns, 
need not be recapitulated. Stealers or peelers of green wood, 
breakers of orchards, deflxoyers of rabbit warrens, and dove¬ 
cots, were all juftly punilhed by this wife prince % who al(b 
efliablifhed a new extent or valuation of landed property'. 

The frequent wars between Scotland and England, (ince 
the death of Alexander III, had occalioned to the former 

» Re^ifter, f. v. 72. * ASs, f. v. 7. * Ibid. f. v. 14. 

* Home, hift. law trails, p. 416, fcq. 

country 
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country the lofe of more than a century in the progrefs of 1371—- 
civilization. While in England only tiie northern provinces ^437 
were expofed to the Scotilh incurfibnSi Scotland liiffered in its 
moll civilized departments. It is apparent that, in the reign 
' of Alexander III, the kingdom was more abundant in the 
ufeful arts and. manufadlures, than it was in the time of 
Robert III. 

When Jamea I concluded the commercial treaty with Flan¬ 
ders, it is highly probable that he invited Flemifli artifans to 
fettle in his dominions. With his admirable talents for go¬ 
vernment, it feems impoflible that he could overlook the ad¬ 
vantages of a plan certainly purliied by his lucceffors *. 

Yet the evidence concerning ufeful arts and manufactures 
continues barren. In a ftatute of 14*8 mafons, carpenters, 
liniths, taylors, weavers, are mentioned ’; and perhaps one or 
two other crafts^ as cordiners, or the like, may be omitted. 

The weavers were apparently folefy employed in coarfe linens, 
and perhaps feme woolen ftufis. But while Ireland from its 
Englifh fettlements exported the latter, Bcotlaud had certainly 
no manufeCtured export ♦. The rich were wholly clotlied itt. 
foreign produCts ; which-feem even to hove furnilhed the holi-- 
day drefles of the poor» 

* Boyce,, f. 365, affirms that James I; procured Flcmiflt artifts;- biit a con¬ 
jecture is better than his authority. From Bowar,. 505, it appears that James 
delighted in the mechanic arts. 

» Adis, f. 18. 

♦ The Dittamundi tcilifics the export ftotxi Ireland of Jmty fays, or.thin/ 

M’oolcn ftuffis.. 
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SECTION IV. 

Commerce^ Money^ Navigation. 

1371— THE grand emporia of commerce at this period were Venice, 

H 37 England, Flanders, and the Hanfe Towns. Venice in parti- 
concentrated the commerce of the eaft and Ibuth; anil 
Flanders that of the weft and north. Hence the extreme 
opulence of the Netherlands, and the rapid progrefs of their 
ufeful and luxurious arts. To them almoft the whole Scotilh 
trade was confined: Ibitie voyages to Norway, Denmark, and 
one or two of the Hanfe Towns, and fome to France for 
wines, formed perhaps the only varieties. 

The imports from Flanders extended, as has already ap¬ 
peared from Froiffart, even to the commoneft neceflaries. 
The exports by the account of pope Pius II, were hides, 
wool, lalt-fifh, and pearls The ftatutes further fupply 
horfes, kine, fheep, various Ikins for furs, as mertrik, fulmart, 
otter, fox, hart, and roe: and woolen cloths, probably of 
Scotilh wool manufadured in Flanders for Scotilh merchants'’. 
The cuftoms on imports and exports amounted to about two 
ftiillings in the pound, or a tyth; but the extent of the trade 
cannot be afoertained \ The balance was however greatly 
againft Scotland, as may appear from the gradual impoverilh- 

* Scotland was long celebrated for pearls. Jidius Casfar is accufed of invading 

Britain to procure that precious article, «nd there feems no evidence that they 
were found in the fouth. Alexander I had a vaft colle£lion. Dalr. Ann. 1 ,58. 
The Tay ftill furniflies fome pearls. • 

* A<Ss, f. 3, 5. Herring, frefli, falted, and red, are alfo mentioned. TaH 
or tallow is forbidden to be exported. ' 

* lb. f. V. 7, &c. 
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mmt of the country, and rife in the value of the coin^ and i37t— 
nolcfs than five ftatutcs of James I appear, againft the expor- *437 
tation of money. v—v— 

The merchants dften went a^rcmd with their cargoes; but 
none was permitted to ufe this privilege, except he were 
worth three ferplaifhs of wool, each ferplaith being eighty 
Hone weight, or about two fecks *. 

Campvcre does not appear to have been the feaple port, till 
after the marriage of its lord to a daughter of James I. The 
Dam or Amfterdam, Sluys, Bruges, are mentioned as the 
places of rcfoft; and in the latter city James I founded a 
Scotifli chapel, to be fupported by feme duti^ on veflels ’. 

In the old manufcripts o£ our laws thofc concerning Ihipping 
appear, certainly not later thaii the reign d the firfi: James; 
but they throw no light on cornmerce. It is remarkably that 
they always name Berwick, in mentioning a fea«port; and 
Bourdeaux is almoft the only foreign haifen known to their 
doubtful pages. They are merely private regulations, pro¬ 
bably Englifh, and compofed at Berwick, which, when fhips 
were of fifty tons, afpired to be a port} and even fb late as 
the reign of James V demanded to be eonfidered as the ftaple 
for all ScQtiih felmon imported into England % 

Domeftic traffic was chiefly carried on at firirs, an amiablb 
and ufeful invention of the Roman catholic feperftition. 

They were cornmonly held on the day of the fiunt to whom 

* A£ls, f. 7. Skene voce firpbuh. 

* Ads J. Ill, 14.66, prohibiting further inteicourfe with the<S^, the Sluys, 
the Dam, or Bruges. A ftatute of James I, f. 18, implies no. ftaple, as it men¬ 
tions indifferently Zeland and Flanders. The chapel appears in a grant of 
James IV, 151a, Scotft. Cal. 

* MS. Hari. 4700, written about 1430, and perhaps the bldeft extant of the 
Regiam Majeftatem. And fee ftie rngn of James V. 

£ 


VOL^ 1. 


the 



BOOK V. 


170 

1371—the parifti church was dedicated, and. rometimes on lundays^ 
H37 I'hither the merchant or the chapman brought his goods? 
’^nnd the farmer and the peafant difpofed of their produfts, and- 
returned to their wives, daugEtters, or miftreffes, with necef- 
faries, or little luxuries, the cloths and tools of Flanders, on 
the filks and fpices of Venice and the Eaft. 

Vet the defe£l of induftry in agriculture, pafturage, and 
manufaftures, occafioned as above mentioned a great balance 
againft Scotland, and alFeded the coinage, which till the year 
1355 had been equal in name, weight, and purity, to the 
Englifli. In a parliament of June 1385, it was ordered that 
the moneyer Ihould iffue coin of fterling purity, either from- 
bullion, foreign money, or vafes and other plate; and render 
out of the pound weight of filver twenty-nine Ihillings and 
four pennies, or in other words three hundred and fifty-two 
pennies. Thofe who bring blanks of France arc to have the 
lame weight, cxcejlt the lols of fix blanks in the pound. The 
Engliflf noble of fix IhiUings and eight pence is ordered to *go 
for leven Ihillings and eight pence Scotilh: the French crown 
of 47 deniers for 43 Scotilh pennies ? and that of Flanders for 
47 and a half-penny; while the French mouton is to bear 50. 
The exportation of money, by fea or land, is prohibited, on 
pain of forfeiting the lum, and even the life of the offender to 
be in the king’s power; except • foreign merchants who bring 
corn,‘wine, boards,, or the like neceflaries,. who may export 
their profits *. In the reigns of Robert III, and James I,. 
Scotilh money was to the Englilh as one to two. The gold 
coinage of Scotliind commences with the-acceffibn of the 
houfe of Stuart ’. 

Navigation 

* Rcgiftcr, f. 74. 

* Ahderfon Dipl. Grants of Robert III appear to Thomas Melville, officer 
of the mint, and. to Galfur Goldfmith, coiner. Scotf. Cal. Harl. 4609, f. 121.. 

Thfc 
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Navigation continued in a ftate of imperfeftion. The (hort 1371— 
and heavy fhape of the fliips, with a high chamber on the ^ 4-37 
poop and prow, or fore and back caftle, large tops like gal- 
leries in the mafts, and other inartificial naechanifin, prefents 
a ftriking contraft to the light elegance, and rapid movements, 
of modern vcflels. Even the galleys, or Ihips with oars, dif- 
played their high caftles, and a form far from agile. The 
Ihips had thus left command of the fta, and were more ex- 
pofed to the ftorm, fo that it is no wonder that failing in the 
winter months was ftridlly prohibited. James I ordered with 
great juftice that, in cafe of Ihipwrecks on the Scotilh coafts, 
foreign veflels fhould undergo the lame laws as were pradiled 
in the countries to which they belongedTo judge from 
what little evidence arifes few foreign Ihips vifited Scotland, 

Jind the little trade was chiefly condu£lted by the natives. 


SECTION V. 

TLcckJiaJiic Hijiory^ Literature^ Language. 

In the middle ages the hiftory of literature is intimately 
conneiSled with that of the church; and it is a lingular reverie 
of chance and time when literary men, themfelves the priefts 
of the mufes, become enemies of their predccelfors the priefts 
and monks, whofe influence was only that of knowledge over 
ignorance. During thofe barbarous times, when Icience was 
neglected, and force alone reigned, a literary man could not 

The latter was probably a foreigner, Fleming or Lombard. It is probable that 
the engravers for the mint alfu executed the feals of the middle ages, the belt 
produdions of art in thefe times. 

♦ Ads, f. V. 21. A carrick of Lombardy was wrecked near Leith, Odl. 
<425. Bowar, 487. 

Z 2 purlu^ 
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ijyi-r-purfuc his except in a monaftery: and there is rcaions 

HS 7 tP beHeye that piany cordially defpifed the foperflitipns which 
’““'"“^they prpfcfled^ and had, like the ancient philofopher^ their 
exoteric doctrine for the people, and their efetcric for the 
learned: al Icaft this feems the tn.o^l rational way of account¬ 
ing ior the prefervation of naatny claIBcs, and woirhs. of phi- 
lofophy, little acpprdiuit'with the chr^lian purity, anddo^lrino; 
and for lome minute but lingular circunaftanpes,. in fcveral 
iculptures aniinaanufcripts of thole times.. 

That chdriHianity had an eminent effe^ in the progrefe of 
civiHaatipa, k would he abhird to deny. Its enemies aifert 
that it introduced otily new motives of dUbord, pfofetihed all 
vigour of inteUeft the imbeoUity of b^jef, excited kinu> 
merabto wars of religion, (a coatradi^ion in ternoa abnoft 
unknown to the ancient world,) murdered mdUons for any 
abliird dogma; and even by the feverity of its do£lrines, tended 
to vitiate or madden mankind, unable to oblervc laws repug¬ 
nant to their nature. fijeh are human afiairs that #o 

eminent advantage can be produced, without great concomi¬ 
tant difafters j and the obje^ions' proceed upoii a fallacious 
ground, as being eftimated from a partial view of the influ¬ 
ence of chrilHanity in civiliaedh times, inlbead- of a general 
retrofpe<St of its influence barbarous nations and periods.. 
The tenets of the ancient philolbphers had’ been confined to 
a few ii^ividuals; but the chriHian lyflem was diffufed through 
all ranks of men; and its^ progrefe infp tiie northern kingdoms 
is marked by the firft daw& of fcience,. and' civilization. It 
was in itfelf a fyftem of education; at^' thus accompliflied 
wh^it no conqueft,, intprcourfci npr form, of government,.could 
have, fiipplied; and even where its, firft fteps are marked with 
blood, the temporary evil produced a lafting benefit, by abo- 
iilhing the coriftant wars and Daughters of favage life, and the 

immolation: 
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immolation of human vifliins to deformed idols.- Realbn has j 
as yet bad no power over nations, and enthuiiafm abne could 1437 
produce foch wide and lafting efFedh: but while ibme may 
doubt whether at^ particular fyilem fsi religion; be designed 
by provideocs as an eternal ^bric, or as a fcaifolding to hide 
and accon^liih fome great defign, let us be'contented to af^ 
cribe to chritddanky its juil merits^ in advancing the 11 ^ of 
barbaric focicty. 

The hiftory of the church of Sc(ridhand preceding the re¬ 
formation prefonts few important cventsy and the chief are 
inwoven with the national annals. Only feme detached fedh 
and remarks are referved for this place. 

The privileges of the Scothh Ghwch arc often confirmed in 
the ftatutes, hut are no where precifely enumerated. They 
feem to have been an exemptbn from tribute and war^ and 
feom the fentcnce of a temporal judge; a JnKficial authority in 
the Ipiritual csuii^ of tithes, tefeamenfs, matrimonial and 
heretical affairs: freedom to let lacnds and tithes; febmiflion 
to no foreign church, but to the; pope; atone; a- power- of 
holding provincial councils for the regulation' of the national 
church; In benefices the pontiff had only the right of con¬ 
firmation arad deprivarion,. and the purchafe of any benefice- 
at Rome was ftridly prohibited. The bifhops were eledled by 
the chaptery and the royaf recommendation, feems feldom to 
have intervened. Abbots were chofem by the monks alone; 
the fecul^r clergy were muned by ;the pisoprietors of the lands K, 

* Tliefe clergy ymvt either parfons, (rei^rs,) or vicars. Many were in tlie 
appointment of the biffiops, and of coll^iate bodies, whofe chaptcrt they 
formed. Hence the lay patronage was much confined. The, parochial anti¬ 
quities of Scotland have been iittfe explored;,but the number of parifh churches 
feems to have cncreafed flnce the reformation-. It apprars, from the foundation 
charter of the collegiate church of Dunbar, that a vtcar’'s falary. was about ten 
marks (krling, or about feventy pounds modern airrcncy. 

Many 



BOOK V, 


174 

1^71—Many fees, and abbeys, were opulent; but Jafnes III feems 
*437 to have been the firft monarch who feized 'and made a traffic 
of the nomination. 

Winton gives a fingulaf tale, unknown to other w^riters, 
concerning the appointment of a biffiop of St. Andrews. In 
the year 1399 Walter Danielfton, parfon of Kincardin O N«il 
in Aberdeenftiire, by Ibmc means took pofleffiou qf the caftle 
of Dunbarton. Three years after, on the death of Trail 
biffiop of St. Andrews, Thomas Stuart brother to the king 
was ele 61 ed by the chapter, but not confirmed by the pope; 
and Danielfton offered to furreudep Dunbarton, if the fee 
were affigned to him. The terms were accepted by Albany : 
but Danielfton only furvived this ftrangc tranfadion half a 
year *. 

James I introduced the Carthufian order into Scotland: he 
found the Benedi<ftine and Auguftinian monks fo relaxed in 
their diicipline, that he wrote a letter of^exhortation on the 
ftibjedl to their abbots and friars After a lapfe of near a 
century, a general council of the Scotiffi clergy was held at 
Perth in 1420; but its regulations are of little moment. 
Another council met Antony biffiop of UrbiAo in February 
1437, but the king’s death prevented any procedure *- 

The mais, pilgrimages, and preachings, formed the great 
objetfts of devotion. Bo war dilplays the virtue of the mals, 
in faving three monks of his monaftery, who were bringing 
ale in a boat that was loft, with a credulity worthy of the. ninth 
century The moft noted pilgrimage appears to have been 
Whithern; and James I iffued a general permiffion to the 

* MS. 886. » Bowar, 508. 

* Innes Eflay, II, 587. Bowar, 502. 

* Cont. Fordun, 467. 
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Englifh and people of Man to vifit that fandluary Sermons 1371— 
In the vulgar tongue were not only delivered by the preaching *437 
friars, but by fuch of the bilhops; and other fdcular clergy, as 
were capable. At the coronation of Robert III, 1390', 
Thomas bilhop of Galloway preached the feimon *. An idea 
of thefe lermons may be drawn from thofe at the opening of 
Englifh parliaments: latin fentences from fcripture were mixed 
with declamations in the language of the country.. 

Scholaftic divinity continued to be regarded as the chief 
branch of literature: an idle Ihidy, in which the powers of 
the human mind were confumed in mere difputation concern¬ 
ing ideal words, while things were negledled or unknown. 

The acutenefs wafted on quidditiesi entities, and «her ab- 
furdities, might if applied to life, manners, or real fcience 
and philofophy, liave made important difeoveries; but fuch is 
man, ever ready to abandon the important realities before 
him, and eager in purfuit of barren vifions. Tip the univer- 
lity of St. Andrews was founded in 1412, the Scotifh youth 
defigned for the church were chiefly educated at Paris and 
Oxfqrd , . 

Amid many> important circumftances, which mark the ac- 
ceffiOn of the houle of Stuart, may be placed the commence- 


*’Scotf.'Gal. “ The fauls of Whithdrn.” Rabelais, II, 322, mentions the 
frequent pilgrimages to St. Trti^an, (Riqgan, a Scotifii corruption of Ninian,) 
and I, 250, puts St. Treignan of Scotland, as a common oath. 

• Winton, 860. The homilies in latin were for the clergy, and for publi¬ 
cation : but fermons in the vulgar tongue feem to have continued in all ages. 
The Anglo-faxQH homilies are innumerable c and the pradice might be evinced 
from contemporary writers of all centuries, in France and other countries. 
Des Urfins in particular often mentions fermons, being himfelf an archbilhop. 

• The firft profeflbribips at St. Andrews were for fchool-divinity, canon- 
bw, philofophy and logic: the profefTora Lindoris, Cornel, Shevis, Gill-, dec. 
Bowar, 445.. 
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1371—ment of a fucceffive feries of Scotifli authors; while before 
**437 that period hardly half a dozen can be enumerated, at dlfbnt 
intervals, and \hofe cluefly ’ meagre chroniclers or rimers in 
latin. At the head of this feries ftands John Barbour arch¬ 
deacon of Aberdeen, who in 1375 wrote his celebrated hifto- 
rical poem on the a6ions of king Robert the Great. He allb 
compoled a genealogy of the kings of Scotland, from the fa¬ 
bulous Brutus of Geffrey of Monmouth, down to Robert II 
inclufive; and endeavoured to render the new dynafty more 
illuflrious by poetical embellifhment. This work is loft; but 
we learn that he derived the Stuarts from Wales, and from 
Fleancc dc Waran, and fell into unchronological errors which 
Bowar {k)ints out, about fixty years after the appearance of 
this ideal genealogy, an offering of flattery on the alias of 
loyalty *. 

John of Fordun, sm ufeful compiler of hiftory, aifo flourifhed 
under Robenffl, His work was however little known, till it 
was republifhe^ with large additions by Walter Bowar in the 
reign of James 11 . Thomas Barry, canon of Glafgow, and 
firft provoft of the collegiate church of Bodiwell, wrote a 
long latJh poem, in various kinds of rime, on the batdc of 
Otterbum, 1388. It is prelerved by Bowar^ and is not without 
merit in its Angular line ' 

Andrew Winton, prior of Lochkven, compofed his riming 
chronicle of Scotland, vdiilc Murdac duke of Albany was 
regent, 1419—1424, as appears from his prayer that the fon 
of Robert Duke of Albiny may equal his &ther James J 
is well known as a poet of great genius. It is likely that Sir 

* Barbour’s Brace, London 1789, pref. p. xix. Bowar, 543. 

* Cont. Fordun, 406. 

* us* 901. “ The fruite of him God graunt to be 

Sik as in bis tyme was be.” 
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Hew of Eglinton, Etrik, Heriot, John Clerk, James Afflek, 1371— 
Mungo Lockhart of Lee, and Clerk of Tranent, old poets ^437 
mentioned by Dunbar, belong to this period: and wc know 
that metrical romances were now common,. and formed a fa¬ 
vorite amufement of James I *. Barbour and Winton prefcnt 
aniple fjpecimcns of the Scotilh language at diis epoch. 

The civil, canon, and municipal, law, muft have been 
cultivated; but no certain work remains on thele topics, 
though the ftatutes evince confiderable (kill and prudence. 

Moral philolbphy, natural hiftory and philofbphy, mathematics, 
medicine, practical divinity, aftrology, chymiftry, were branches 
of fcience not uncultivated at this period, but no trace of 
them can be found iu Scotland. 


SECTION VI. 

Ornamental Arts^ Manners^ Drefs. 


THE ftate of the arts was not fo mean as may be imagined. 
Archite6lurc, in particular, began to afliime all the richnefs, 
of which the Gothic llyle, is lufceptible. To the credit of 
Robert II and III it may be remarked, that no religious foun¬ 
dation is afcribed to them; and the revenues of the crown 
were keeped facred from luperftition. Of the latter prince it 
is recorded, that when Annabella his queen endeavoured to 
perfuade him to ered a magnificent tomb for himfelf, he an- 
Iwered, with his accuftomed piety and humility* that he would 
prefer the meaneft fepulchre, as more proper for one of the 
worft of kings, and greateft of finners’. The foundation of 


* Contcmp. account of his aiTafllnation. 
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* Bowar, 440. 

monaf- 


A a 



178 BOOK V. 

1371—monafteries had, in the preceding centurjr, remarkably fub- 
*437 Tided. The wealth of the monks had rendered them volup-^ 
tuous, illiterate, and remifs in their duties. To that even the 
mafTcs for the founders appear to have been uncelebrated. 
Hence a new fpecies of religious foundation became falhion- 
able in the fifteenth century, that of collegiate churches or 
provoftrics, fo named bccaule the fuperior was ftylcd provoft. 
The fecular canons, or prebends, formed a body at the college 
church, occupied in divine fervice, and finging mafles for the 
founders, while their vicars ferved their refpedlive parifh 
churches. Thefe collegiate edifices, with fome foundations 
for the Obfervantincs, a branch of the Francifeans or Gray 
Friars remarkable for aufterity, prefent the moft certain and 
genuine fpecimens of ecclefiaftic architeflure at this period; 
fuch as Dunbar, Bothwell, Botham, Corftorphin 

The larger caftles continued to be diftinguifhed by one or 
two exterior walls, and a court in the centre of which flood 
a large and high tower, or donjon. Some there were which 
approached to more modern architc6lure, being built around 
a central court, and only fortified with a ditch and draw¬ 
bridge. Every laird or country gentleman had his fortalice, 
or tower, a lofty edifice with fmal), windows, furmounted by a- 
flat flone ro(^ and battlements, and fecured by a ditch. Jn 
towns the tew chief houfes had more of the modem flyle, 
fortification being unneceflary while the town was guarded by 
a wall and ditch. The archite6hjre feems to correfpond with 
the Flemifh; the Scotiflt artifiins perhaps fludying in Flanders... 

» Spottifwoodc, Religious Houfes. ’ Winton ms. 835, gives fome account 
of the archite£lure of 3 part of the church of St. Andrews, which had been 
burnt down, and was rebuilt by biihop Landal, 1341—1385.. Tombs of con- 
fidcrable elegance are alfo found in Scotland, of the period now under view; 
hut nothing is known of the artids. 
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Bowar celebrates James I for the conftrudion of palaces, 1571— 
and reparation of caftles, but he does not Ijjecify the inflances *. * 437 
Gardening was allb a favourite amufement of that piurce;*" 
and Bowar mentions his delight in planting herbs, and trees, 
and in grafting The ufe of pot-herbs leems never to have 
been interrupted in the middle ages; and conRaiit intercourfe 
with Flanders, a celebrated feat of horticulture, muft have 
given the Scots a tafte for gardening. The monafteries in 
particular were diftinguiflred for good gardens and orchards *. 

In painting it is probable that no native artift arofe, though 
James I was himfelf an eminent calligrapher, illuminator, and 
painter in miniature *. But Venice had already introducetl 
many arts from Conftantinople, and in the current of com¬ 
merce had* imported them to Flanders. Oil-paintmg in par¬ 
ticular was known for centuries, before John Van Evck about 
1410 made fome improvement, which gave him the fallacious 
honour of being confidered as the inventor In the eredion 
of the palaces, colleges, and churches, often commemorated 
in this century, it feems impoffible that painting Ihould have 
been forgotten. An old writer mentions that, on the execu- 

* Cont. Ford. 514, 

’ Ibid. 505. Till the year 1500 the gardans even in France had only 
treiUes, herceaux, tonmlks, preaux, fteges, et pavillsnt dt verdttre. Le Grand, 

I, 150. 

♦ There is an idea, or tradition, that coleworts were introduced in the north 
of Scotland by Cromwell’s foldiers. They may have laid out a few gardens, 
or introduced fome particular cabbage or pot-herb, but ultra were common in 
Scotland in 1267. Fordun, II, 105. The provincial council of 1269 mentions 
the tithes of gardens in town or country. Wilkins, I, 611. And in the pre¬ 
ceding century David 1 was fond of gardening, as Ailred obferves in his life. 

Vitae San£t. Sc. 444, 449. Arnoldus Villanovanus, A. D. 1300, enumerates 
three forts of cabbage, white, green, and frizzled. See alfo Crefeentius dc 
Agricultura. 

’ Bowar, 505. * Rafpc on oil-painting, 1781, 410. 
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1371— tion of Murdac duke of Albany, his Ions, and Lennox, 1425* 
1437 they were buried in the Blackfriars church at Stirling, on the 
’ fouth fide of the’ great altar, with paintings of their perfons 
and arms^. Heraldic painting, at leaft, muft have been 
common *. 

James I was alfo diftinguifticd for his (kill in mufic; and 
the chronicler in celebrating this talent throws fome light on 
the ftate of mufic in Scotland at the time. That prince, he 
fays, fungwell; and played on the tabor, bagpipe,, pfaltery, 
organ, the flute, the harp, the trumpet, the ftiepherds reed: 
on the harp in particular his performances were admirable, and 
were highly applauded both by Irifh and Englifli mailers 

In the confideration of the manners of the great, hunting 
forms an eminent feature. Deer-ftealers wefe feverely 
punifhed; and a llatute appears ordering that no partridges, 
plovers, black-cocks, muir-cocks, nor other game, be taken 
from the beginning of Lent till Auguft, under a penalty of 
forty flullings'. Falconry feems to have been a favourite 
diverlion of Murdac duke of Albany ; and was long to continue 
in high efteem *. 

But tournaments prelented the grandeft theatre of enter¬ 
tainment. In 1390 Sir David Lindfay of Glenelk, afterwards 

^ “ Figuris, et armis, corundem, depiftis.” Extrafta e Chron. Scot, p. 272, 
apud Douglas Peerage, p. 397. For paintings A. D. 1400, fee the StatiAical 
Account of Scotland, I, 329. 

* The engraving of fcals, one of the chief arts of the middle ages,, may alfo 
be confidcred as belonging to heraldry. 

* Bowar, 504, 505. The terms are, tympane et chore, pjallerh et organa, 
tibia et lyra, tuba et fiflula .., cithara. 

* Afts, f. 7. 19. In 1416 a pair of ftorks, dcottfce, built in the fteeple of 
St. Giles, Edinburgh, and remained a year. Bowar 449. The craneyt^rvr, 
is commemorated in Adomnan’s life of Columba, Vitse S. S. 96. 

* It is firll mendoned by Firmicus in the fourth century. Le Grand, I, 
320, fays the hound, and gfove for the falcon, on a tomb, llicw a pacific per- 
fonage; the lion, helmet, &c. a warrior. * 
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earl of Crawford, paffing with a gallant train to a tourney, 
appointed at London by Richard II, overcame lord Wells, a 
valiant knight, both in the horfc and foot combat: and the 
circumftances are detailed with minute pride by the Scotilh 
chroniclers On the day after the conteft, a Ipecimen arofe 
of the rude wit of the timej an Englifh knight laying that 
there were no doubt bold men in Scotland, but luch were the 
iflue of the Englilh by illicit intercourfe with Scotilh ladies, 
during the conqueft of that kingdom; - to which Sir William 
Dalyel, a knight in Lindlay’s train, retorted that the cale 
might be true, but that it was equally certain that a propor¬ 
tional degeneracy had taken place among the Englilh warriors, 
the progeny of valets, cooks, clowns, and fathers confeflbrs, 
whom the ladies had admitted to their arms, during the ab- 
lence of. their lords in Scotland. And Sir Piers Courtenay, 
an Englilh knight, royal champion, and brother to the pri¬ 
mate, wearing on his llceve an embroidered &lcoa, with this 
motto, 

I beer a l^con, faircft of ilicht. 

Who fo pinches at her, his death is dicht 
In graithJ 

* 

■» 

Dalyel alTumed a limilar drefsi with the badge of a magpy«, 
and this device, 

I beer a py pykkand at ane pes, 

Quhafa pykkis at her, I fal pyk at his nefe 
In faith. 

The challenge was underllood, and accepted; but the alKiir 
terpiinated ip a ludicrous demand of Dalyel, that, as by the 
laws of tournament, the champions ought, to be perfectly equal,. 

and 


* Winton B53—856, 
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1371— and he had loft an eye at the battle of Otterburn, Courtenay 
H37 of courfe ftiould have one of his extinguiflied before the com¬ 
bat *. In 1394 the carl of Moray was flain in a tourney with 
the earl Marlhal of England : and in 1407 Mar was defeated 
in a fimilar conteft James I feems not much to have en¬ 
couraged thcfe fpedaclcs : and it is his higher praife that he 
brought the realm to fuch tranquillity, that there was no occa- 
fion to proceed to any court in arms, nor to raife any fpear, 
except tliat which bile the royal pennon, the mark of his 
omniprefent authority 

While the commonalty were {o much attached to the foot¬ 
ball and golf, that pofitive ftatutes became neceflary againft 
thefe diverfions, in order that archery might meet with due 
attention, the great amufed themfelves with pawme or tennis. 
The di^lal of the evening, a great objedl in a life of caie, 
forms a marked diveriity in the manners of the great in dif- 
fereht ages. Among the ancients the chief repaft, at that 
time, beguiled the fatigues of the day. But the barbaric 
cuftoms of a large dinner in the morning, and a flight flipper 
three or four hours after noon, left the evening liftlefs, foli- 
tary, and vacant. The game of tables or draughts, fupplied 
modern cards; and the minftrels now and then atoned for the 
want of theatric exhibitions. The evenings of James I palled 
in playing at cheft, or tables, reading romances, flnging, 
piping, harping: the voidie, or parting cup, was the flgnal 
of retiring to teft 

In food little luxury ieems to have been Jenown, till James I, 
who had reflded nineteen years in England, fct the example 

* Bowar, 423. * Caxton’s Higden, f. v. 398, Winton, 903. 

* Bowar, 51a. ’ Contemp. account of his aflaffination. 

of 
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of a higher ftyle of living*. Under Robert II, the French 1571— 
knights could procure no wine but at a great price; the ale ^437 
was no better than fmall-beer, and the bread was of barley or 
oats Among the Romans indeed barley bread was the food 
of gladiators, to give them ftrength; it was alfb a favorite of 
the Greeks, and Hippocrates has written in its praife. In the 
cookery of the middle ages meat was highly fealbned; and 
even the wines were often mingled with fpices. Diflilled 
fpirits are unmentioned even in the fou^of Europe, till about 
the year 1300; ^nd were chiefly confined to the Ihop of 
the apothecary till the fixteenth century. * There feems little 
mention of brandy or whilkey in Scotland, till the reign of 
Charles II 

The drefs of the common people has already been defcribcd; 
but that of the great was more complex. The linen Ihirt 
began to be ufed, over which was a doublet, or veft with 
flecves; and the jacket or the gown fiipplied the modem coat *. 

The 

" Hence the loud complaints of Boyce againft the luxuries introduced by 
James I. Winton, 904, mentions Mar’s open houfe and table, at the fign of 
the Tin plate, a tavern in Paris. Tin or pewter plates now began to be ufed 
inftead of wood. 

® Froiflart, Tome ll, f. 182.. 

• Aqua vita difliiled from wine was k’nowA as a medicine in Prance, about 
the middle of the twelfth century, and feems a produA of Arabian chymiftry 
imported by the crufaders. Arnoldns Villanovanus A. D. 1300 is the firft how¬ 
ever who fpeaks in precife terms of aqua vita, and recommends it for moft 
diforders, in his book on the prefervation of youth. Le Grand Vie Priv€e des 
Fran9ois, Paris 178a, 3 vols. 8vo, Tome III p. 63, fetjq. And he elfewherc 
obferves that the diftillers are not known as a canfrairie at Paris, till 1537. 
Schoockius de Cerevifia, 1661, fays that corU-fpirit is derived from Ruflia. 

Whilkey was originally tlie Irilh Ufquebauh, a literal tranflation of aqua vita, 
being barley, falFron, and fugar, deco£led, and mixed with corn-fpirit. 

* The gown when very clofe was called a circoat, and fometimes by the fe¬ 
male term kirtil, as appears from the catalogue of the wardrobe of Henry VI II. 

. itt- 
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f 37 i—The hbfc, or breeches and ftockings in one piece, and fhoes 
*437 of cordwain^ cordovan or Spanifh leather; and the hood, or 
the filken or velvet cap, ornamented with jewels, completed 
the drefs. An ad of James I prohibits any to wear fdk, or 
the finer furs, except thole lords and knights whofe income 
amounted to two hundred marks a year, and their heirs; the 
ufe of embroidery, pearls, or ornaments of plate, was alike^ 
reftrided ; but others might wear ferjies, belts, broaches, and 
chainsThe belt, |p girdle, formed alfo a neceflary article 
of the drels of the great: and there were other modes adapted 
to different ranks and occafions, the mantle or fhort cloke 
open at one flioulder, the tabard or loofe jacket, and the like. 
But the gown and the robe, and their furring, conftituted 
grand objetls of diftindion and expence, being generally of 
(ilk, velvet, or cloth of gold. Other particulars may be 
learned from the contemporary account of the aflaflination of 
James I: that prince was “ ftanding in his night-gown, all 
undrelfed fave his fliirt, his cap, his comb, his coverchief, his 
iwTTtd fiynfons upon the form.” Shoes with long peaks, 
faftened to the knees with chains of gold or filver, were in 
falhion for fame time, as appears from numerous authentic 
teftimonies; but it is remarkable that they occur in no paint¬ 
ing nor illumination 

The 

in Strutt, ni, So, conflAing of robes, gowns, kirtles, cemts, and doublets, 
where a kirtle with Beeves is mentioned. And in the Speculum Regale, p. 286, 
a man’s tunic is termed Kyriil-Jlaus. The gown was put on as a Ihirt is, and 
was girded. Circoat Aiould be fureatty as being .over the coat or jacket, often 
worn over the dauhkt, fo called apparently as being a double drefs under the 
jacket. Juvenal des UrCns deferibes, p. 177, the whole drefs of Charles VI 
as conAAing of a Atirt, veA, {fffpan) robe, hofe, and bouts. 

* A£ts, f. V. 20. 

♦ The Eulogium Britanniae, written apparently in the beginning of the reign 
of Richard II, 1377, gives the oldcA teAimony concerning thefc chains; and 

Rofs 
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The drefs of the ladies conflfted chiefly of the kirtil^ or clofe 1371 — 
gown and petticoat in one piece, and the mantle. Other i437 
articles were, the wylicot or under petticoat, fliift of fine lin- 
neu from the Netherlands, hofe or high dockings of linnen or 
woolen cloth, and Ihoes of leather from die iSlfrtf///, Morocco 
or Spain. ’ Nor ought the girdle, and die broach, which 
faftened the mantle, to be ornitted. The head*-drefl( appears 
to have varied confiderably, according to the rank or' tafte of 
the wearer ■ 

Rofs (Warw. Chron. p. 205) (ays they began in that teign. They were 
probably confined to it, whence their rarity in illuminations: but Ihocs with 
long pikes appear in the flatutl|p3 £. IV. c. 5, repealed 24 £. IV, 1483, 
and are common in MSS*. 

* In defcribing the female drefs, Chaucer (Miller’s Tale) mentions the feint 
or girdle, the hame-dath or apron, (hift embroidered round the neck with black 
filk, forming a collar, white «9/u/rrr or cap with a fillet or ribbon, leathern 
purfe with filk tafiels and ornaments of metal, broad broach, (hoes high laced. 

The wylicot, hofe, and order of the garter, he modellly omits: the kirtil and 
mantle he pafles as trivial. 
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BEING 

THE FIRST PART OP THE REIGN OF JAMES III. 


Minority of fames III — regency—Henry FI and his queen in 
Scotland—Berwick acquired—houfe of Angus rivals the 
former power of jpouglas—war with England — truce—death 
of Mary of Gelder-r-of b '^op Kennedy—Boyds in favour — 
parliaments—Mary the king's fijter wedded to Sir Thomas 
Boyd earl of Arran—marriage treaty with Denmark —■ 
Orkneys ceded to Scotland—Margaret of Denmark arrives — 
fall of the Boyds—charaHer of fames — parliament — refec¬ 
tions on fomefefpotic meafures — parliament — St. Andrews an 
archhifiopric. 


^Jjj^'^HE caftlc of Roxburgh being demolilhed, the Scotifh 


lo Aug. 


leaders performed ceremonies of homage, and fidelity, 
to their young fovereign, now in his eighth year, at the 
neighbouring town of Kelfo, and then proceeded to the 
fortrefs of Wark which they alfo deftroyed. Contented with 
their fuccefs, and anxious to fettle the government^f their 
country, they returned and difmiffed the army 


• Lefley, 3x1. Xindfay 108. Buchanan, lib. XII, c. 1. The date of the 
coronation, (St. Lawrence’s day,) may be found in the chronicle at the end of 
Winton, MS. Reg. 17 D.XX. 


Soon 
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Soon after a parliament was held at Scone; and the,fcing'’s 1460 
coronation was folemnized. The queen mother, who had 
the fble care of her royal Ibn, his brothers, and fitters, ap¬ 
pointed that loyal and prudent prelate, Kennedy, to conduttt 
the young monarch’s education ^ The fettlement of the re¬ 
gency is not a little obfcure ; fome authors inferring the queen, 

Mary of Gelder, to have been the foie regent, and to. have 
managed public affairs by the advice' of Kennedy; while others 
add a council of regency, confitting of the chancellor lord 
Evaqdale, a natural defcendant of Murdac duke of Albany; 
the earl of Orkney late chancellor, the lords Graham and 
Boydj and the bifhops of Glal^w and Dunkeld’. But it 
appears mott probable that this council, if it exitted,; was only 
of ttate; and that the dttenfil^ management had, by the 
will of the late king, or the praftice of Scotland, patted 
to the queen mother, who ufed the tried wifdom and abilities 
of Kennedy, in conducing the government. This prelate, 
by the bett influence, that of talents, and probity, ajid poli¬ 
tical Ikill, had acquired an authority before unknown to any 
churchman in Scotland; a country always more remarkable 

* Lindfay, 107. 

^ Ib. 107, 108. I/efiey, 311. Cin the refignation of the earl of Orkney in 
1458, the bifhop of Breehin became chancellor. Andrew Stuart lord Evandale, (or 
Avondale, LanarkOiire,) a naturalifoh of Sir Jairitw Stuart, (that fon of Murdac 
duke of Albany who fled to Ireland in the beginning of the reign of Jaiges I,) 
had been recall with his two brothers by James II, and appears as chancellor 
on the accellion of James III. Grawf. Off. 37. 

The fables, and prolix orations, of Buchanan concerning a contefl between 
the queened Kennedy, XI, 6—17 were compofed by him to ferve the faftion 
of Munrayagainft Mary, and deferve fevere reprobation, as they evince that he 
was capable of perverting the very foundation of hiftory. 

About the commencement of this reign it appears, from Scotftarvet’s Ca¬ 
lendars, that James lord Livingflon was great chamberlain; Janies Lindfay 
provoft of Lincluden keeper of the privy feal; Sir Jiohn Colquhoun comptroller; 

David Guthrie of Kincaldrum treafiirer; Archibald Whiilaw archdeacon of 
Moray fecrctary. 

for 
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1460 for the moderation of its clergy, than for their ambition: and 

^ period while c\’en the barren wafles of Sweden had be¬ 
come the bloody fcencs of ecclefiaftical dominion, it is pleating 
to obfcrve the Scotith prelates only enoinent in honefty,*and 
patriotifm. 

1461 An important event foon attracted the attention of the 
Scotilh government. Henry VI of England, having been de¬ 
feated at Touton in Yorkthife by Edward IV^ fled to Scotland, 

39 Mar. with his queen and fon; the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, 
lord Rofs, Fortefeue the chief juftice, and other perfons of 
Tank‘d. While the mental infirmities of Henry confined him 
at Kirkudbright, his heroic queen advanced to Edinburgh, and 
embrace^ in Mary of.Gelder a form of fimilar elegance, a 
fpirit of fimilar elevation *. The rcfemblance of their dilpo- 
litions rendered the former alliance an inftant friendfliip. A 
■marriage between Edward the fon of I lenry, and Mary the 
daughter of Scotland, was propofed and refolved; but delayed 
by the youth of the parties, and finally prevented by the mif- 
fortunes, and the death of that princeI'o conciliate the 
expefted aid, Berwick was furrendered to the Scots; an ob- 
je£l* often wifhed and attempted fince the dilgraceful invafion 

June of Edward Baliol. In return, a Scotilh armj^ entered England, 
and laid fiegc to Carlifle, which was held for Edward IV : 
but the Englifli led by lord Montague raifed the fiege, and 
defeated the Scots with great flaughter ^ 

* Hall, 187. Polyd. Virgil, lib. XXIII, p. 511. Harding, f. v. 227 edit. 
'S 43 » (who wrote, f. v. 229, while Henry was in Scotland.) Ferrerius, 
385. Leney, 313. Lindfay, 108. Sec alfo the Pafton contemporary letters, 
I, 219, 223. Monftrelct, III, f. v. 61. 

° Pafton letters, I, 249: Henry was only attended by four men and a boy. 

‘ Monftrelct, III, f. v, 61. Hall, 137. Buchanan, XII, 3. 

’ Harding; f. v. 227. Hall, f. v. 187. Polyd. Virg. XXIII, p. 511. Mair, 
327. Ferrerius, 385: Lindfay, 108. Leflcy, 312. Buchanan, "xil, 3. The 
Pafton letters, I, 231, bear thatiftooo Scots were flain at Carlifle. 
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So far were the Scotifti monarchs from the refined policy of 1461 
humbling their nobility, who, in a lawlefs country and period, ' 

formed, as it were, the bonds of fidelity between the king and 
the people, that James II had, in deftroying the poM'cr of 
Douglas, only transferred that influence to Angus, another 
branch of the family. To gain the affiftance of this powerful 
houfe, Henry V^I now entered into an engagement to give 
deorge, earl of Angus, lands between the rivers Trent and 
Humber, amounting to the yearly value of two thoufand 
marks fterling ; and to ereft thefe lands into a dukedom. It 
was however ftipulated that the earl might war on England, 
at the command of the Scotifh king; and that he (houid not 
be amenable to the Englhh parliament, or courts of Juftice 

I'o balance the influence of Henry in Scotland, Edward IV 
entered into a negotiation with John of Hay, earl of Rols, Od. 
and lord of the Hies, who maintained the independence of 
his anceftors. By the treaty this potentate, and his numerous 1462 
vafllils, become the liege fubjeds of Edward, who affigns to 
the carl a certain penfion; and engages that, if Scotland be 
vanquifhed by the alliance, the part to the north of the river 
Forth fhall be bellowed on Rofis, while that to the fouth is to 
be held by the baniflied earl of Douglas, both acknowledging 
the fuperiority of hingland 

Eager to ftrengthen her defigns by additional afliflancc, 
Margaret of Eingland failed from Kirkcudbright to Bretagnej i6Api. 
where fhc prevailed on the duke to advance twelve thoufand 
crowns. She then pafled to Anjou, to her father, whence Ihc 
proceeded to the French court at Chinon ‘. By an engagement 

* Hume Douglas, II, 2i, 22, from the original. 

® Rvmcr, XI, 483, 484, 492. 

* Wyrceltre, 493. Dnclos’ hift. dc Louis XI. I, 177. 
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1462 to furrend€F Calais, when in her power, this Ipirited princefs 
induced Louis XI to reinforce her caufe with a fura of twenty 
thoulknd livres, and a permiffion to Breze, the high fteward of 
Normandy, to accompany her with five hundred men at arms; 
who, with their ufual attendants, formed a force of about two 
0£l. thoufiind men 

She landed near Bamborough, and feized that fortrefs, Aln¬ 
wick, and Dunftanburgh. But Edward IV, and Warwick, 
advancing with a numerous army, Margaret and Breze with¬ 
drew to their fleet; and palled to Berwick amidft a dangerous 
Dec. tempeft, in which feveral Ihips, mariners, and foldiers, were 
loft on Holy Ifland. The three caftles fpeedily lurrendered to 
the arms of the Englilh king. Yet Angus and Breze gallantly 
advanced with a confiderable force, and brought olf in fafety 
Breze’s fon, with the French garrifon, from Alnwick, in the 
146'' fight of the Englilh army *. 

Margaret of England finding all further reliftance vain, fled 
with her fon, and fome adherents, to Flanders, whence Ihc 

* Du Tillet, f. V. 144. Duclos, ib. • Carte, forgetting that Wyreeftre's work 
is pofthumous, and not finally corredsd, fo that fometimes ev-ents are twice 
mentioned, flrangely fuppofes Margaret and Breze to have twice arrived from 
France and taken Alnwick, 1462, 1463. Wyreeftre’s voyages of Margaret in 
April, and on Good-Friday, p. 492, 493, are one and the fame, the latter date 
being April i6th, 1462. The date of the deed concerning Calais, the plain 
narrative of Duclos, &c. evince the identity. In April 1463, Margaret w’cnt to 
Flanders, and Anjou, w'herc flic remained, Wyreeftre 496; and her prefence at 
the battle of Hexham, 1464, is more than doubtful. In July 1462 it was not 
Breze, as Carte fuppofes, but Talbot who furrendered Alnwick, which he held 
with an Englilh garrifon as a partizan of Henry. Wyre. 493. Redpath and 
others have been milled by Carte’s inadvertence. Stow, Grafton, and other late 
writers, deferve little credit. 

* Harding, 228. Wyreeftre, 494, 495. Fabian, 11 , 215. Duclos, 1 , 179. 
Iceland Coll. II. 499. Lcfley, 313. Lindfay, 109. Pafton Letters, I, 273. 
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palTed to her father who affigned her a refideiice and revenue *. 
The battle of Hexham fought by her adherents in the follow¬ 
ing year was fatal to her caule: while Henry, fufpicious of the 
Scots, ventured into England in dil^ife; and, after lurking a 
year in Lancafliire, was difeovered and fent to the tower of 
London. 

Warwick had artfully fhaken the attachment of Mary of 
G elder to the caule of Henry, by propofing her marriage with 
the new Englifli monarch: and the queen dowager feems even 
to have proceeded to Carlifle, to advance the negotiations 
But her doubtful reputation, and the ruin of Henry’s affairs, 
fruftrated the defign; and fhe may appear to have fallen a 
vi< 5 tim to her mortification on the occafion. Mary of Gelder 
died on the fixteenth of November, in the flower of her age *. 

“ Wyreeftre, 496. Fortefeue the chief jufticc Teems to have attended her to 
Flanders, whence he was invited to England. He Was foon after qticftioncd 
concerning fome writings againft Edward’s right, which had been circulated 
from Scotland into England. His declaration inanfwer appears, ms. Harl. 1757, 
f. 188. It is long and curious, but foreign to this work. 

‘ In April 1462, according to Wyreeftre, 493, Warwick met Mary at 
Dumfries, on the bufmefs of the marriage. In the Pafton letters, I, 270, there 
arc fome fingular notices concerning the negotiations in Scotland. “ Thcfc 
lords in your other letter, with lord Haftyngs, and others, ben to Karlyle, to 
rcll'avc in the queen of Scots.’* The fame letter aflerts that it was agreed that 
Henry and his adherents (hould be delivered up to Edward; thefe teftns having 
been granted by the young lords of Scotland in oppofition to the old. The fame 
diftinilion of party occurs in the minority of James V, which fee. The earl of 
Douglas was, by the treaty, to be regarded as an Englifliman ; and retired in 
confternation to the abbey of St. Alban’s. It appears that the queen and Ken¬ 
nedy were in concord, in fpite of Buchanan’s fables; and that their party was 
that of the young or new lords, created by the houfe of Stuart; while perhaps 
Angus, attached by intereft to Henry and to war with England, led the ancient 
ariftocracy; but he died this year, leaving a fon Archibald only nine years of 
age. Douglas Peer. Hume, II, 27. 

* Mair, 327. Lindfay, 109. Buch. XII. 18. Leliey, 314, gives the month 
and day. 
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1463 Her prudence, her fpirit, her various virtues and abilities, re^ 
commended her to public veneration, and efteem. A widow 
in the bloom of beauty, and vigour of youth, it would not be a 
matter of (lirprife that her chaftity was dubious; and even this 
ftain would difappear in the fplendor of her merits, for nothing 
can be more unjuft than to infer that the lofs of female modefty 
is the lofs of every virtue. But there may perhaps be realbn 
to believe that this charge belongs to calumny, and originated 
among fome of the ambitious and inimical nobles, who vainly 
alpired to her hand or her power; or, while awed by her 
authority, defpifed her fway as that of a woman and a 
foreigner 

^ The Hepburns of Hales, afterwards of Bothwell, were fatal to the reputa¬ 
tion of our queens. Adam Hepburn of Hales is charged by Mair, 327, witli 
committing adultery with Mary of Gcldcr, he being a married man. The charge 
is repeated, almoif verbatim, by Ferrerius, 386, who adds her praife, “ alias 
mirum in modura laudatiflima:” by Lindfay, 109, and alluded to by Bu¬ 
chanan, XII, 18. Sir D. Dalrymple defends her. Remarks, ch. VII, by faying 
that Mair brought the charge fifty years after her deatli; but he was advanced 
in years, when he wrote, and it is to be wilhed that we had equal evidence for 
all the events in our hiftory. Sir David omits another evidence, that of Wyr- 
ceftre, a contemporary, cited by Carte, II, 766, charging, her with an amour 
with Somerfet, whofe vanity related it to Louis XL; and Mary in revenge in- 
iligatcd Hales to murder him. Nor could Alexander duke of Albany have branded 
his brother James III as a baftard, if their mother’s reputation had been holy. 
Her devotion is more apparent, than her chaftity, by her foundation of Trinity 
church and hofpital, Edinbtirgh, 1461, confirmed by the biftiop of. St. Andrews- 
on the ift of April 1462. See Arnot’s Edinburgh. 

Devotion and love are proverbially connefted; and it will be difficult for any- 
knight errant to overcome the tellimony of Wyreeftre, which moreover com¬ 
pletely tallies with that of our hiftorians. “ Menfe Marcii (1462) dux Somer- 
fetia: reverfus eft dc Flandria, in una carvcila, in Scocia. £t Regina Scocis 
habuit ipfum in fummo odio, co quod difcooperuit carnalem copulam cum ca 
Regi Franc*®, ct fecit dominum de Haylls fibi infidiari ad interficiendum.” Ad 
finem Libri Nigri a Hcarne, II, 492. See alfo, Lcland Itm. V, 94, her fuf- 
pe£tcd amour with Gray of Northumberland. 
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Neverthelefe the bifhop of Glafgow, and other embaflfadors, 1463 
met the commiffioncrs of England at York; and a trace of'"*-*^ 
about one year was concluded. I'he fiipport of Henry’s caule *9 
was formally abandoned by Scotland; and Edward on his fide 
refigned that of the banilhed earl of Douglas: but the depofed 
king and peer were to remain inviolate ia the relpedlivc 
realms to which they had fled for refuge *. 

The truce, lately concluded with England, was violated. 14(54 
The young duke of Albany, proceeding to Gelderland, with a May 
numerous train, after having procured a fafe conduft from the 
Englifh monarch, was neverthelefs captured at fea: but, by the 
fpirited remonftrances of the Scotifh government, declaring 
inflant w^ar in cafe he were not rpleafed, his deliverance was 
fpcedily efFefted’. This event appears to have been acci¬ 
dental, for the truce was immediately extended to fifteen 
years'; and in the following year to the term, before unknown, ^ 4^5 
of fifty-four years, clofing at the laft day of Oflober 1519*; a 
vain Ipace, and fbon to be interrupted! Edward IV, difiblved 

* Rymer, XI, 517, gives the comrftiflibn of James; the terms of the truce 
are taken by Abercromby, II, 390, from the original in the Scotifli records: but 
this author fcems miftaken, when he mentions the bifltop of St. Andrews as an 
envoy. There is indeed a fafe conduct to that prelate 5 Dec. 1463, Rymer, XI, 

509, but not as envoy; though the other perfons there named were the em- 
bafladors. . *■ 

Perhaps it was on this occafion that a declaration was given by Thomas bifhop 
of Aberdeen, Crawfurd, Hamilton, See. that the carl of Oxford, on coming to 
Scotland in 1461; was ordered to retire, and fold no fhips there. Rymer’s 
unp. papers. No. 4613, art. 48. 

’ Mair, 328. Lindfay, no. Lefley, 314. Ferrerius, 386. Such. XII, 18. 

His pafsport is dated 20th April. Rymer, XI, 520. 

* Rymer, XI, 525, i June. 

® Ibid. 557. The commiiSon of James is dated at Down'in Menteith. 28 
Nov. 1465: ib. 549. 

In 1464 the lords of Vere and Tourhon arrived in Scotland, as embalTadors of 
Clurles duke of Burgundy, and renewed the alliance. Lett, 314. 

in 
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in luxury, and ftoffc fond of plcafure than of war, eagerly 
wilhed that the Scotilh king Ihould Wed an Englifh lady, and 
that a perpetual peace fhould be eftablilhed between the king¬ 
doms ; while the government of Scotland, influenced by bifhop 
‘Kennedy, feemed at length to have learned that war was no 
path to folid advantages. The new politics of Louis XI, his 
avarice, his want of faith, feem alfo to have had fome weight in 
the pacific inclinations manifcfted by Scotland *. 

The death of bifhop Kennedy, a prelate of high and deferved 
reputation, excited much public regret. A grandfon of 
Robert III, his virtues, and abilities, conferred a greater glory 
than his royal defeent^^. His wifdom, his munificence, his 
public fpirit, fecured the applaUfe, and gratitude, of his country: 
and his fame would diffufe a flrong and fteady light, inde¬ 
pendent of the darknefs of a barbarous age. Upon the death 
of the queen mother, he appears to have retained the chief 
management of affairs, by the declared will, or implied confent, 
of the nation. To the foundation of the college at St. An¬ 
drews, this prelate added two other monuments of his wealth, 

’ Ducloshift. de Louis XI, I, 291, mentions an embaffy from Scotland, in 
1465, to reclaim Xaintongc, and fupport the duke of Bretagne ^againil the am¬ 
bition of Louis. The matrimonial connedtions with Bretagne and Burgundy 
opcratedialmoft to a diflbiution of the alliance with France. 

Buchanan following, as ufual, the fabulous Boyce, and with his own wonted 
negled of chronology, arranges as in 1465 an infurredlion of Donald of the ifles, 
dated by Boyce in 1461. When Boyce wanted materials in whatever ftage of 
his hiftory he always railed a Donald of the ifles, the perpetual ghofl of his pages. 
From 1427 to 1448 Alexander was lord of the ifles; John from 1448 to 1475. 
Suth. Cafe, 30, 31. Dougl. Peer. 

* Mary daughter of Robert III was lirft wedded to George earl of Angus, and 
afterwards to Sir James Kennedy, by whom (he had ilfuc Gilbert lord Kennedy, 
and the bilhop. Stewart’s Gen. 62. The fecond George earl of Angus, who 
died in 1463, was uterine brother of bilhop Kennedy, lb. Dougk Peer. 
Huroe, II, II. 
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his tomb of the fineft gothic" conftr-u^tion, ajid 9 (hip of great 1466 
fize calk'd the Bilhop’s Barge. The former was fecrcd to the 
idle pride of the times; but in the latter he might reproach his 
nation with inattention to commerce, and maritime affairs, 
and hold out an example for theif imitation. It is afferted 
that the expence of thefe three objefts amounted to ten thoU’* 
fend pounds feerling each; or a total fom equal at prcfent to 
about three hundred thoufand pounds: but it is hardly cun'- 
ceiveable that, even in twenty-fix years of prelacy, and five of 
public emolument, fuch a treafure could have been amafled. 
Eminent in knowledge of the civil law, in the learning of the 
age, in the experience of men, and manners, and politics, the 
late king, the nobles, fubmitted to his wifdom as to that of a 
public parent. Nor was the bifhop lefs refpefilable than the 
coupfellor of ftate, in enforcing the refidence of his clergy, their 
regular preaching, and vifitation of the fick; and in affording an 
example, by preaching four times in the year at every church 
of his diocefe, by infpeiling the maintenance of the poor, and 
the education of youth, and by the vigorous punifhment of 
clerical negligence *. 

The king, now in his fourteenth year, being delivered from 
the ftern inflru£lion of the prelate of St. Andrews, became a 
prey to flattering courtiers. Among thefe Robert lord Boyd 
was diflinguifhed for his conciliating manners, and interefled 
cunning. His fons, I'homaa and Robert, were introduced to 
the royal favour; and theii; uncle. Sir Alexander Boyd, a 

* Compare Mair, 328, who, amid much praife, juftly blames Kennedy for 
holding the commendam of Pittenweem witli his bifhopric ; and for the proud ex- 
pence of his tomb. It is lingular that Mair Ihould mention the commendam as 
fmall, exigua, and yet eftimateits revenue at <jight hundred pieces of gold : Ihould 
wc re;.d eighty ’ Lindfay, no, gives a wai/"charaiter as iifual. I'cirerius, I. 

V. 337, Lclley, 314, Buchanan, XI I, 23, join in theapplaufc. 
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1466 mirror of chivalry, was appointed to liipcrintend the military 
*—"v—' exercifes of the youthful fovereign After the death of 
Kennedy, the Boyds had proceeded to fuch audacity that, when 
9 July the king was fitting in the exchequer at Linlithgow, they con- 
ftrained him to proceed with them to Edinburgh, and to re¬ 
move from his prefence thofe who had been ordered to attend 
him by the parliament ^ This violence, which had been 
declared dired treafon by a late ad, was in a very few years to 
furnifli means for the condemnation of the perpetrators. 

9 Ocl. A parliament being fummoned to Edinburgh, lord Boyd was 
folemirly pardoned by the king; and appointed governor of his 
pcrlbn, and of the princes, and royal caftles, and afterwards one 
of the council chofen to condud; the marriages of James, his 
brothers, and fillers The privileges of the church were, as 
ufual, ratified: it was ordered that the dowery of the future 
queen Ihould amount to one third of the royal revenue, in lands 
and cuftoms: feveral regulations to rcllrain the avarice of the 
clergy concerning penllons, and commendams, were iffued: 
and a flatute of Robert I, denying to any Engliflimen benefices 

‘ Ferrerius, 386, Buchanan, XII, 21. Lefley’s brevity omits much: and 
Lindfay, 114, unaccountably paffes ten years, 1468—1478. The Boyds, and 
other weftern families, feem to have been favoured by bilhop Kennedy, whofc 
patrimonial conneftions lay in that divifion. 

' Sec an extraft of the trial of the Boyds in 1469, in Crawf. Off. 316, 317. 
Buchanan, XII, 22, erroneoufly fuppofes the affair to have happened before the 
death of bifliop Kennedy. His John Kennedy was Gilbert, elder brother of the 
bilhop : Rudd, notes 443. But his whole account is a fable, and irrcconcileablc 
with the triaL Fabulous elegance, and a complete confufion of chronology, arc 
the general features of Buchanan’s hiftory. Lefley is infinitely fuperior in veracity 
and exaftnefs. 

" A folemn pardon was granted to Boyd, Adam Hepburn apparent (heir) of 
Hales, John lord Somerville, and Ker majler of Cefsfurd, 5 Odl. Scotft. Cal. 
Boyd had a grant of the office of governor of the king, his brothers, and caftles, 
25 Od. Ib. As to the marriages fee Crawf. Off. 315. Ads, f. 46, c. 2. 
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fecular or religious in Scotland, was confirmed. For the 1466 
further fecurity of the public peace, high fuies were impol'cd“v—- 
upon the hurro'ws^ or pledges, of thole who had been obliged to 
give fecurity for their behaviour, and afterwards violated the 
padion. 'I'his parliament further ordained that no })erlbn 
thould fend money out of the kingdom, nor take more with 
him than was neceflary for his cxpences, under pain of forfeit¬ 
ing the I'um, and ten pounds more : an ineffectual provifion for 
the want of induftry, and calculated to fetter commerce, and 
increafe that poverty which it was intended to prevent. The 
increaling Avealth of England rendered the poverty of Scotland 
more confpicuous: but we in vain perufe the Scotifh a£ls of 
parliament, to find encouragement given to the woollen trade, 
or to manufactures, or any invitation to foreign manufacturers, 
to I'ettle in the kingdom. On the contrary the regulations 
feem only adapted to banilh commerce; and in confequence 
deprefs induftry; and as it can hardly be conceived that the 
commiflioners of the burghs were blind to their own intereft, 
there is room to believe that the overbearing nobles, and 
prelates, intended to crufti the wealth of the citizens, a fubjeCl 
of their envy and fcorn. The Scotifh money was now to the 
Englifh as one to three; and the Scotifh filver penny became a 
moft diminutive coin, fo that it could not be cut into quarters, 
or farthings, as formerly: for the benefit of the poor, this par¬ 
liament decreed that billon farthings, of copper mixt with a 
fmall portion of filver, fhould be iftiied, being the firft example 
of that coinage in Scotland 

The national council, having again afiemblcd, publifhed 
feveral decrees wholly regarding commerce. It was inftituted 3‘ J*'"- 
that none but freemen of burghs, and their domeftic faClors, 

* Ads, f. 46— -f. V. 47. 
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1467 and fcrvants, ftiould pretend to foreign trade, except the 
’ bifhops, lords, barons, and higher clergy, who might fend their 
fervants: that no craftfmen fliould engage in foreign m’er- 
chandize: that none fliould afpire to trade, who had not a 
certain property: that no Ihip ihould fail, without a formal 
agreement between the merchants and the mafter of the velfel; 
nor enter upon a voyage in winter: that no merchant Ihould 
jfreight any veflel to certain towns in Flanders, among which 
Bruges, the grand ftaple of commerce, is mentioned, but that 
Middleburg ihould be the only allowed port in the Nether¬ 
lands, while Rochelle, Bourdeaux, and the other havens of 
France, are left free as before; an ordinance apparently pro¬ 
ceeding from ibme freih diilention with the Flemings ’. 

Meanwhile the Boyds proceeded in their ambitious defigns, 
and coUeSed a power too heavy for them long to fupport. 
Strangers to the prudence of moderation, their career was rapid 
in the extreme; and the nation beheld with difguft, and fur- 
prife, their influence fo far abufe the weak youth of die king, 
as to procure his eldeft filler, who had been affianced to the 
Iba of Henry VI, in marriage to Sir Thomas, the fon of lord 
Boyd. The ifland of Arran, and other lands, were given as 
the dower of the princely bride^ and ere<Sed into an earldom in 
order to elevate the ftation of her hulband, who w as at the 
iame time created conftable of Scotland This connection 
was the more invidious, as lord Boyd was one of thofe who had 
been appointed to manage the nuptials of the royal family; 
and as it was alTerted that the princeis had been prpmifed to 


* ASs, f. V. 47—f. V. 48. 

* In Scotftarvet’s Calendars appear grants of the lands of Arran, Stuartoun, 
he. to Macy countefs of Arran, and Thomas lord Boydatl of Arran her hufband, 
dated 26 April 1467. He is conftable in Oftober. Carm. Trads, p. 48. 
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Hamilton’s Ion, as a recompcnce for his critical fervices to her 14.67 
father, in withdrawing his forces from Douglas 

The ftatutes of the two next feffions of parliament chiefly 
concern the ftate of money in the kingdom ; and muft have 
excited difeontent by the repeated alterations of the value, a 
iymptom indicative of a tu eak or a pernicious government, 
Scotifli money now became to the Englifh as one to four; a 
circumftance rather imputable perhaps to the increafing wealth 
of England, than to the penury of Scotland; though in the 
latter country a great fource of abundance had been flopped, 
by the long difcontinuance of inroads into England, whence a 
degree of opulence had arifen, from the fpoil and the ranfom of 
captives. However this be, the unpopular example of James 
III long ferved as a beacon to warn the fucceeding monarchs, 
and there is no further alteration in the value of money till the 
reign of Mary. 

Among the Angular incongruities of human affairs, may be 
clafled the fortune of the third James. His feeble and ty¬ 
rannic reign was, in its commencement, graced witli the 
capture of Roxburgh, the reddition of Berwick, and the im¬ 
portant annexation of the Orkneys to the Scotifh monarchy; 
any one of vsdiich events would have reftefted honour on the 
able reigns of his father, or grandfather. Let us then abandon 
the maxim, that political prudence, and fuccefs, are the fame. 

The acquifition of the Orkneys forms an incident, fb remark¬ 
able in itfelf, and attended with foch lafling confequences, 
that no apology need be offered for entering into fome detail 
upon tliis interefting fubje 61 . 

That the Orkneys were confidered as a part of Pikland, till 
the Norwegians feized them, with the Hebudes, in the ninth 

’ See Abercr. II, 397, but the affertion is more than doubtful. 

* Ads, f. 49, 50. 
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1468 century, has been before explained. When the latter ifland^ 
'were, in 1266, fo far recovered by Alexander III, that the 
Norwegian kings refigned the title of their fovcrcignty to the 
Scotlih, though the Lords of the Ifles never paid homage, ex- 
cept by a conftraint which feldom occurred, the Orkneys ftill 
jemained an earldom, acknowledging no fuperior but the 
king of Norway. The Norwegian line of earls failed about 
the year 1330, in the perfon of Magnus V: and the earldom 
pafled, by female lucceflion, to Miklis earl of Strathern * j’who 
leaving only daughters, William Sinclair obtained the Orkneys, 
m right of his marriage ®; and in this family they long re;- 
rt^iuied. The undoubted fuperiority however refted with the 
kings ot Denmark, to which Norway had been annexed fince 
the year 1387 ; they continued ■ to~ give the inveftiture ; and, 
on the failure of lieirs, or any pretext of rebellion, or neglect 
of allegiance, might have relumed the property. The Nor¬ 
wegian and Danilh monarchs even conlidercd the houfe of 
Sinclair as rather invefted with the titular, than with the real, 
fucceflion ; and Ibmetimes appointed other governors 

When Hakon VI, in 1379, admitted the claim of Henry 
Sinclair to this earldom, his inveftiture was burthened with 
fever.c conditions: i, Sinclair was conlidered. as being ap¬ 
pointed governor, and earl, of the Orkneys, by an abfolute 
grace of the king: 2, befides precife fidelity upon all occalions, 
he is bound to lerve his Ibvercign with one hundred men com¬ 
pletely armed, when required, upon a notice of three months: 

* His right is rather obfeure, but it appears to have been by marriage. Di¬ 
ploma of 1443 Wall. Ork. and Orkn. Saga, p. 552. 

‘ Ibid. 553. William was fuccceded by Henry Sinclair, the firfl of that 
name, 1369—1392 ? He vras followed by the fecond Henry, who died in 142a. 
The next was William, the celebrated chancellor, who in 1470 furrendered the 
Orkneys to the crown. Crawf. Off. 35. 

' Torf. Hid. Ore. 178. 
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3, to defend the Orkneys, and Shetland, againft any invafion, 1468 
not only with the native force, but with the whole power of' 
his houle : 4, to exert both the laid powers in affiftance of his 
Norwegian fovcreign, when he attacked any foreign ftate: 

5, not to build any caftles, or forts, in the iflands without the 
royal confent: 6, to maintain all the inhabitants in their own 
laws: 7, not to fell, or impledge, the earldom, or tlie right 
to it: 8, to be bound to anfwer for maladminiftration accord¬ 
ing to the laws of Norway: 9, to attend the king upon any 
juft caufc, or at the national council: 10, to aifift Hakon 
againft the bilhop of Orkney : 11, the earldom is to return to 
the king, in cafe there are no male heirs: 12, Sinclair is to 
pay to the king one thoufand gold nobles. The deed contains 
other ftri6l claufes, unneceflary here to commemorate: nor 
need it be added that Sinclair, in cafe of a war, muft have 
chofen between his Scotifti and Norwegian fidelity, in a cer¬ 
tainty that the poffeffions under both could not be retained 

The dire6l fovereignty of the kings of Denmark and Nor¬ 
way, over the Orkneys, appears moft evidently in the yeais 
between 1422 and 1434, when different governors were ap- 
pt)inted, as would feem during a minority in the houfe of Sin.- 
clair; for in the latter year the inveftiture of this earldom was, 
by Eric the Danifli monarch, conferred upon the celebratedr Wil¬ 
liam Sinclair, afterwards chancellor of Scotland. To this great 
man, who held the earldom, when the ceffion was made, it may 
appear that Scotland was not a little indebted for this advantage 

Another 

’ Deed of Inveftiture in Torf. Ore. 174—177. 

In 1380 happened the ftrange voyage of Nicola Zeno to Shetland, publiflicJ 
at Venke 1558, 8vo. The learned dilfcnl much with regard to its veracity. 

If real, his FriHand is the Ferro iflands; and his Zichmni is Sinclair. His 
bo;)k is one of tlie inoft puzzling in the whole circle of literature. 

’ In 1418 John Sinclair paid homage to Eric king of Denmark for Hialtland 
or Shetland. Torf. 178. In 1422 the dcarldom of Orkney was afligned to 

Thomas 
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1468 Another objeft to be confidered upon the prefent occafion, 

' as leading to the final treaty between Denmark and Scotland, 
is the annual of Norway, as it is termed in a Scotifh ad of 
parliament When after the unfuccefsful expedition, and 
death, of Hakon IV, Magnus V king of Norway, had, in 
1266, ceded the Hebudes to Scotland, it was ftipulated, iii the 
treaty, that the Scothh kings (hould pay the annual fiim of 
one hundred marks, as an acknowledgment for the renuncia- 
ticai. This fmall fum, as might be expeded, was rather 
allowed to accumulate, than regularly paid, efpecially when 
any commotions intervened in the Scotifti government. The 
treaty had been confirmed by Robert I in 1312; and by 
James I in 1426*. But, in 1457, payment had been 
negleded for a long period; aird Chriftiern I, in whom the 
houfe of Oldenburg had nine years before afeended the Danilh 
throne, having at length attained pofleffion of the Iccptres of 
Dcnmarik, Norway, and Sweden, and having in the preceding 
year concluded an alliance with France, rembnftrated, even 
with menaces, upon this account to the fecond James The 
objed had been confidered as of fuch importance by the Danilh 
monarch that, in the treaty with France, a Ipecial article 
bore that, in cafe of any difpute with the Scotilh king, upon 
this occafion, Denmark fhould be fecure of the friendfhip of 
France *. It appears indeed that the firm demanded by Den- 

Thomas the bifllop. Ibid. In 1423 to David Meaner of Weems a Scotifli- 
man, ib. perhaps of Weems. In 1427 it was reftored to the biHiop. 

I'orf. 182. Earl Henry died in 1420, Bowar, 460} William was not invcflcd 
till 1434. Torf. 183. 

^ Ads, 1466, f. 46. * Torf. 198. 

* Ibid. 183. The name is fpelled Chriftiern (Miles Chrifti,) by the kings 
themfclves, till about 1550, when Chrlfiim appears. Many papers, Vefp. 
F. III. 

Ibid. 


mark 
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mark was large; for the penalty of ten thoufand marks, for 1468 
each failure, was charged: and the aggregate in forty years of' 
omiffion arofe to four hundred and four thoufands of marks 
fterling, or nearly ten millions of prefent currency After 
fome negotiation, the commiflioners of Denmark and Scotland 
at length appeared at Paris, in the year 1460, in the prefence 
of the French king Charles VII. The Danes only producing 
a copy of the agreement between Eric and James I; and the 
duplicate original of the Scotifh archives being in the pofleflion 
of the bifhop of St. Andrews, the chief of the embafly, who 
had been arretted by licknefs at Bruges; the Scotilh envoys 
feized the occalion to ttart objedlions. The penalty, they 
affirmed, could not be incurred as the treaty had not been in¬ 
fringed, but only neglefted; and they even hinted that the 
long forbearance, on the part of Denmark, implied a pre- 
feription. Charles, wifliing to conciliate his allies, alledgcd 
the abfence of the original treaty as a ground of indecifion: 
but prudently recommended a marriage between the heir of 
Scotland, and the daughter of the Danifh fovereign, as the 
bett mean of terminating the difierence. After feme con- 
fideration of this propofal, the Scotilh envoys, who appear to 
have had previous powers, affented, upon condition, that the 
arrears of the annual fum payable for the Hebudes fhould be 
difeharged, and the payment for ever remitted: that the king 
of Denmark ffiould abandon his right to the Orkneys and 
Shetland; and pay one hundred thoufand crowns for the de¬ 
coration of the royal bride. The Danes required time to con- 
fult their court, but in the meanwhile James 11 was flain: 

* Torf. 184, fpeaks of forty years: in p. 185, qf twcmy-fix. The laft fccins 
an erro*-, arifmg from a date 1426, p. 185. Yet from 1426 to 1460 are but 
thirty-four years. See here May 1426. 


upon 
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1468 upon which event, the king and council of France recom- 
—' mended delay and deliberation *. 

It was not to be luppoled that the Scotifli government would 
negledl an objc6l of luch moment; and the king’s approach 
to maturity recommended it to increafing attention. I'he 
parliament of 1466 had confidered the marriage of James as 
connefted with the annual of Norway: but nothing further 
arifes till the prefent year, when Chriftiern fent to demand the 
payment, exprefling at the fame time his wifhes of amity with 
the Scotilh monarch. In his anlwer James protefted an equal 
defire of friendfliip with Denmark, a country of fuch proximity 
to Scotland, and fo much connefled by mutual commerce; 

98 lul promifed to fend embafladors in order to conciliate this, 
^ and other affairs Accordingly, full powers were granted to 
lord Evandale chancellor of Scotland, Boyd earl of Arran, 
the bifhops of Glafgow, and the Orkneys, and other perfbns 
of inferior note, to vifit the courts of France, England, Spain, 
Denmark, Burgundy, Bretagne, Savoy, and other regions, 
that they might feleft a wife for James, and contrail the mar¬ 
riage ; a general commiflion either intended to provide for a 
failure in Denmark, or to flatter the Danifh court by the ap¬ 
pearance of choice,.and preference*. This honourable em- 
bafly proceeded to Copenhagen; and awaited Chriftiern’s re¬ 
turn from Sweden ’. 

Chriftiern I was one of the moft powerful monarchs who had 
ever held the Danifli feeptre. Poflefled of the three northern 
kingdoms, and of the duchies of Slelwick and Holftein, pious, 
prudent, liberal, and a lover of peace, he was regarded with 
veneration by the neighbouring princes, who conftantly chofe 
him as the arbiter of their differences. But the frequent tu- 


* Torf. 184—186. 

* Torf. 187. 


* Torf. 187, 


' Commiffion in Torf. 192. 

mults 
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mults of Sweden, and. the repeated albents of Charles Canutfon 1468 
upon the throrm of that kingdom, one of which, happened this'r—» 
year, joined with the fums paid for the acquifition of Slefwick 
and Holftein^ had exhaufted the penitry of the Danilh trea- 
liirc. Ko king of Denmark had ever rendered his influence 
fo much known in Europe, by foreign alliances; among which 
that formed with France againft England was the chief: and 
a connexion with Scotland, important in itfelf, was further 
•'recommended by mutual friendfhip and enmity. Thefc 
circumftances confldered will abate any fiirprize at the coiir 
du£t of Chriftiern, in abandoning to Scotland t|jie iflands of 
Orkney and Shetland, remote and little profitable to Den¬ 
mark; and commanded by a Sebtiih family, of divided, and 
uncertain fidelity. ' i . ’ v ' 

But to Scotland the proximity of thefe iflands, and the uni- 
verfal belief that they had anciently belonged to the ’monarchy, 
rendered their acquifition a matter of glory, and irnportance; 
not to mention their intrinfic value, which was far from being 
inconfiderable. The ^otifli embailadors, aware of the weight 
<jf their negotiation, condu^te^ with zeal and prudence; but 
could not prevail upon Chi^ftiern'to grant an immediate dere- 
U6tion of the Orkneys and Shetland ; whfle his defire of the 
alliance, and his poverty, confenthd to impledge’them for the 
greater part of his daughter’s portion. The chief articles of 
this memorable treaty were ; !, that the arrears of the annual 8'Scpt. 
fum arifing from tiie Hcbudes, fhOuld be remitted, i with all 
the penalties 5 and lih fttture payment fliduld be. deni;||jded 
from the king and queen of Scotland, their heii^’xdiild- 
ren': 2, that the bride’s portbn fhould anmunt td!^^ thou- 
fand florins, of which ten thoufarwi are to be difburfed before 

h' 

** Eorunuiue herectibiu ac liberis duntaxat.” Torf. 195. 

VOL. I.' Mm fhe 
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1468 (he leaves Denmark with, the embaflaidors; and for the re- 
maining fe&y thoufand Chriftiern, with, the adaice and confent 
of the prelates, peers, and chiefs of Norway, alfigns the illands 
of Orkney, as a pledge to be retained, till redeemed by him, 
or any future Norwegian king: 3, that James Ihould, in. cafe 
of death, confirm Mar^ret of Denmark in the pofleffion of 
the palace of Linlitli^ow, and ca^e of Down in Menteith, 
with their territories ; and in a revenue of one third part of 
the royal income: 4, that if the queen fhould in widowhood*, 
chuic to leave Scotland, ihe ihould, inftead of this provifion, 
accept one ^ hundred and twenty thouiand florins, of which 
fifty thoufand fhould be efteemed paid upon the redeliverance 
of the Orkneys; provM,ed that the queen did not marry any 
Englifhman of whatever rank *. 

The Swedifh commotions continuing to confumc the Danifh 
revenues, ‘the delay of the payment agreed on protradled the 
refidence of the Scotilh embafly at Copenhagen; and Arran 
returned to Scotland, to lay the terms before James ; and ob¬ 
tain inftfuftions concerning the conveyance of the bride \ 
Winter now approached, and t|;te ice and ftorms of a Scandi¬ 
navian fea being dreadful to the pmbai&dors, and their fair 
charge, it was refolved that the voyage fhould be delayed till 

1469 fpring; whwn Arran, with a noble train, again proceeded to 
Denmark *. The Scotifh peers envied not his commiffion; 
but refolved to avail themfelves of his al^nce, by completing, 
what on his former departure they liad commenced, his ruin 
and .that of his family. Chriftiern had not replenifhed his 

20 May treafury and lus defpair of fiipply prompted him, while he al- 
ledged the Swedifh war as an apology, to offer the ifiands of 
Shetland, on the fame terms wifh thofe of Orkney, but a 

® Ibid. 95—197. * Torf. 188. * Ferrer, f. v. 388. Buch.iCII, 27, 

pledge 
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pledg« only for eight thoulatid iterinsi while he paid die re- 1469 
maifling two thoufand, a fum tiow equal to about twenty 
thoufand pdundi The ‘offer. wa^ inftaHitly accepted: and 
firice that period die Orkneys* and Shetland, have been gems 
of the Scotilh crown ®. 

Margaret of Denmark arriving at Leith, the royal nuptials, July 
and her coronation, were celebrated with much joy; for the 
king and the nation exulted in the merits of the queen. She 
was now only in h«f thirteenth year; but to eminent perfonal 
charms, fhe was unite luch excellent ettanhers, and unaf- 
feded piety, that her example became a livii% leflbn of virtue. 

The pomp of her reception correfponded with her worth, and 
the value of her dower: and the gran^r of the ceremonksK 
was long after remembered with applaufc ’. 

® Torf. 188. 

‘ In J470 William Sincl^r earl of Orltricy feitgned his claims to the king. 
Scotftarvet narrates a grant to William carl of CaithtiHli, Ibtd Sinclair, of the 
caftlc of Ravenferaig, and ISnds adjacerit, in recbmpence for his cafile of Kirk- 
tvall, ** and his hail! lidit of die erledoin of Otkaey )” 17 Sept. 1470. Of the 
fame date are noany other advantageous grants; an engagement that ho revoca¬ 
tion (hall take place though die king be a minor; a gift of forty marks yearly 
out of the great cuftoms of Edihburgh | liberty to' live vchere he pleafes, except 
in England, and receive Hs rehht; a complete difchaige fto^ james andOtrif- 
ttern of all claims whateiw^ Cal. In £471 die earldom was, in 

confequeoce, fbrnwlly eiwm Crawf. Off. from the re¬ 
cords of parliament. ertoneouily fuppofes it ferftiteil . 

in 1479. 

Torfasus, die. - atfetnpU to prove that the CHilcnttys 

may ftill be redeemed. *Dtey we» elaimed ki 1549:, 1^58, 

1^60, 1585, 1640, TorfiKusmPQtein 1697^: and the el^, ^ 

its iirfl revival doubtful, ay buried in pioicription, may now be confidercd as 
totally loft. Nature by proximity alitgned them fO'ScotlaDd: and the pofleflion 
by the Norwegians for fhi eOntune^ was only ait^llurpatibn of maritime force. 

'•Mair, 3x8, who here doles his hiftory of Scotland. Fenerius, ^389, ex- 
haufts rhetoric'in her praife. Lefidy, 315, joins fa the applaufe. 


Mm2 
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1469 Amid the general joy, one family was loft in cares, and in 
all the’remorfe of imprudent ambition. The (udden elevation 
of the Boyds had excited uncommon envy; and their pride 
had created numerous and powerful enemies. During the 
laft abfence Arrin, fuch’ influence had been exerted, that 
^ James had paffed from extreme favour into a total alienation 
■from that family ; and it was natural that,: as he advanced^ in 
years and intelligence, he fliould become inimioil to a houfe, 
Which had fb abufed his power and his youth. As 

loon as the Ihi^- which conveyed the Danifh princeft, and her 
attendant, had arrived in the Forth, the After of James with 
a laudable zeal for her hufbahd, haftened on board to inform 
Arran that Scotland was now to hirn a hoftile, arid dangerous, 
foil. They fled together into Denmark, Arran hoping that 
his wife would prove,^ pledge for his fafety *. But the Scotifti 
monarch yet further irritated by tins infult, proceeded to ex¬ 
treme mca&rcs agpinft the Boyds. The chief of the family, 
lord Boyd, had an idle reeburfe to arms: his few followers 
, difbanded, upon the flrft rumour of the royal ftandard being 
20 Nov. difplayed^ ' A parliament was'held; . the charge againft the 
Boyds chiefly reft'ed ripori an afilion of declared treafon, the 
removal of the k^g from Linlithgow: it was pleaded that 
this deed had been pardoned in open .parliament: the aiifwer 
frems to have been, that tl^ poffe^gfl^^the king’s perfbn 
had^upon tha$ oecafion, influence, as to 

22 Nov. conftrain the.degiflative bodyl’'* Sc™ pronounced; 

and Sh Alexaikler Boyd'wa&bdheail^ ' Lord Boyd efcaped 
his brother’s fatei by retiihig into England, where he died in 
a few years at Alnwick,: .ihe;»nited prefTure.df 'agc, and 

Ferrerios, 38^, by anticipation! Leiley, .3i5. Sueb. X{I, 30. 

of 
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of raisfortunes, rendered doubly keen, by the confciou&els 1469 
that they were deferved v—yp—i 

Arran remained in Denmark for feme time; and James 
afterwards found means to have his lifter font back into Scot¬ 
land. Her unfortunate hufband wandered i^toH^ngland, and 
other countries, till he found an early death, and obfcure tomb 
Either sufter his death, or upon a ichvorce, the Scotifh princels 
was at length, in 1474, wedded to Iprd Hamilton, a connec¬ 
tion which was to open to that noble family a near profpeS of 
the crown. Her children by the firft marriage, James Boyd, 
created, lord Kilmarnoc in. 1482, j^ ftain in a.feud with the 
Montgomeries in 1487; and Grecinp* yKcd'ded tp lord Forbes, 
and after to the earl of CaftUs,. di(^: wifoput iftue. Her fecond 

* f‘errerius,,j87., Buch. XIl, 29. Cnwf.'.Off'. 316, from tUe original trial. 

^ The fate of the Boyds is obfcure. Of Robert the fecondfon nothing is 
faid; and it is ftifpedted' that the varying relations of Ferreriut and Buchanaa 
originate from confounding hina with Thomas eail of Arran. Though he ap> 
pear not to be mentioned.in. the triad, yet his voluntary exile may have followed: 
the ruin of the family. Arran, according to. Ferrerius,. wandered from Den¬ 
mark to Germany, Venice, Naples, Tufeany,. where he was llain by the hulhand' 
of a woman, whom he attempted to debauch: according to Buchanan he went 
from Germany to France and Burgundy, and di^d at Antwerp, where a mag¬ 
nificent tomb was ere<^^ to his memory by.Charlef, the. Bold, ^who himfclf 
died in 1477. However this Iw, in 1470 or 1472,. Arran was in England. 

John Pafton efq. in a litter to Sir John Pafton his brother, written, as Mr. 

Fenne thfr editor obftrves, in one. of thefc’ years, fays. “ Alfo I pray you to 
recommend me, in my moft hunible wile, unto the good lordihip of the moft 
courteous, gentlcft,, wifeft, kindeft, moll. ctxnpanioftable, freeft,. largefl, and 
moft bounteous knight, mylortfethe Earl of Ajrran,,. which hath married the 
king’s fitter of Scotland.” Pafton proceeds to ftylc him ** a. light, .clever, well- 
fpokeni fair archer ; devouteft, moft perfeft, and trueft to his lady, of knights;” 
arid adds that he lodged at the .George, Lbmbard-ftreet, and had borrowed the 
fiege of Thebes- (printed by.Caxton.?) from Miftrefs Pafton their fifter. Bu¬ 
chanan's account .feems to claim the preference, fn 1468 Charles of Burgundy 
married Margaret of York; and, iu the amity of the countries, Arran perhaps 
vifited England as a traveller.. 

. • V - 
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1469 bed produced fames, 'created earl of Arran in 1503; and 
‘i.r-vrw j£iizabeth, who wedded Matthew earl of Lennox *. 

The king, who had now nearly attained his eighteenth year, 
was, upon his marriage, regarded as arrived at the age of 
majority ; *lil the reins of ftate were left entirely in his hands. 
His perfon was elegant, his mind weak. In attachment to 
favorites, in fisperflitiott, in love of retirement, and literature, 
he nett a little refembled James VI. The other dhief features 
of his chaara^er were avarice, caprice; and a delight in archi- 
te6hire, muitc:, and aftrplogy, too violent to leave room for the 
duties of a monarch. His averfion to the fcverity of puSitc 
bulUiefs rendered the reteation t)f his government otiaoxious 
to the united evils of aimfehy ahd tyranny: for, befides a fixed 
inclination to defpotifm^ hisImpatience of flow and moderate 
meaforcs prompted l»m to fuddeu a£ls of outrage 5 and his 
fevorites oppreffed the people* while the indolence of the king 
abandoned the rems of juflice; and his lenity to the bad was 
cruelty to die good. His iceptre was fo little flained with 
blood, that the future fate of Ms brother may eXcitc doubt, or 
aftonifhment: yet oppreflion may proceed by rapid, though 
lUeut, fteps, while the feats and*weafchefe of the libvereign 
conflrain him to flirink frmn fengumary vidtence 

After 

® Stewart’s Gen. 69. Cra:ivf. Stuarts, 40 . fiuchana^ fays the diildren hy 
Arran were born during his refidence in.the Burgundian dominions; and Pafton^s 
praife above recited indicates his attachment to hb wife. It feems prdialde 
that his death, and not a divorce, feparated them. Abercromby, II, 409—414, 
difeufles this obfeure fubjefi. That the princefs wedded Hamilton in 1474 ic 
evinced by the contra£l of marriage, among the charters of the duke of Hamil¬ 
ton, Abcrcr. II, 411; and by a grant of feme ian^ito James lord Hamiltmi, 
and Mary the king’s Mcr his fpoufe, 12 July 1474. Bcodl. Cal. 

■* Compare Ferrerius, f. v. 390, Linttfay, 115; Lofley’s account of 
reign, for, contrary to his ufual pra^ice, he gives no genetai chafa<%er. 
JBuchanan, XII, 62, (hews candour; and a lover of the arts would wiib to 

apologize 
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After the condemnation of the Boyds, the parliament con;j 1469 
tinned to fit, and iflued fcveral ftatntes ♦. The privikges of'■"•"v*-* 
the church were confirmed, as not unufiial at the commence¬ 
ment of a reign. Among many ads of lefs importance^ fume 
deferve particular iwtice. In order to preveoft liie feecpicncy 
of murder and homicide, which, as the ftatute declares, had 
of late become very coHMBioin, it is decreed, man- 

flayer, who flees to the &n6hiary, ifasdl be hrougimmit^ and ide** 
livered to a trial by jury; that if the ca& be not acdddatal he 
may be put to death, no murderer Iswiag arty legal ^daim to 
laiiduary. By the writ, cafled a brief diflxef^ thc property 
•of the poor tenaiits was liaUe to feizure, for the debts of: the 
landlord; an injuflice which ^Mus parlunnent condemosf,,. and 
declares that the tenants ihall only ber^^^i^ble to the amount 
of the rent due. Thefe ads, ^d otbn^ ijliare^^ as that 
for the prefervation of fokupu and that ordering 

regifters to preferve important writs, tJeferve praifo: but fodfe 
there are of a different complexion, and which feem to contain 
the firft germ of defpotifm ill lipderffcfipd; The eledion of 
aldesmc*, (afterwards called provofts,) and baillics, is fiarnally 
wrefted from the people of the burghs, upon pretence of 
avoiding annual clamoursn and, by a ridicidous ariftocracy, 
the old council of each burgh is to chufe the new; and both 
united are to a|{point the alderraaft, the bailHes, and other 
officers. The iil^kui^n of the lords of the articles is loftr in 

apologize for the third James, theit patron j, and who fell, becaufe.he loved and 
Rewarded them to excefs, while the proud aridocracy murmured to fee artids 
fcl' the firft time (hare thW wealth and honours. * 

Drummond, 116, delaibcfi Jamw III as tall, his hair black, countenance 
oval and aduft.. The pi&ure u confirms thefe features, unlike thofe 

of the family of Sti^rt; and wMch might wrigh with the vulgar as an argument 
dttt he .was fpiuiouli^ as the malice Albany pretendedi 

* Afts, f. V. 51—^55. 


the 
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1469 the darkuefs of the fourteenth century, and that innovation 
feems rather an ignorant, than a defigned, attempt upon the 
liberties of the parliament, and of the nation. But the prefent 
was a flagrant infringement of the freedom of the people; and 
though the commiffioners of the burghs were generally ma- 
giftratcs, who gained by the court, or by private intereft,* 
fan 61 ioned tlus meafure, yet the nation faw it in a proper light, 
and the moMtch ibon became an objeQ of public deteftation. 
Another ftatute of this parliament fpeaks a new, and ftrange, 
language; “ it w thought proper that, the court of parliament, 
juftice’s. coui% chamljerlain’s court, ^iXid^ fuch like courts, which 
continue their feflions, need not be continued froiji day to dayl* 
but that they be of the fame fdfbe,' until the time that they be 
diflbivcd, the parlkunent by the king, the juftice’s court by the 
jufticei the chambailain’s by the chamberlain, and fo in other 
fuck like courts.” ft ii unhefceflary to add that the legiflative 
dhembly ofie the nation is here, for the firft time, put upon the 
mean and dependent footing of a mere court of juftice, ej^fting 
by the royal plealure; and affimilated, in terms of contempt, 
with the inferior courts *. This novelty calls for a paufe, t® dif- 
cover, if poflible, the motives, and advifers, of fueh mealures. 

The youth of James, at this period, and the weaknefs he 
afterwards difcovered, lead to a ftrong ftifpicion that* fome fa- 
. vorite minifter, or minifters, .were the real authors of the 
delpotic procedure, whichj during this refgn, difgufted all 
orders of men. But fo barren are ftill our materials, concern¬ 
ing the internal government of the kingdom, th^t conjedure, 

* A£ts, f- V. 54, c; 46 j continued it prvregued,. i^eumed. It is rifible to 
ebferve Guthrie, amid much wile difcuilion, pafs thefe a£ls inTiknce, IV, 107; 
while, at a Idjs to find, inftances of tlie derpottfm aferibed ^o this king, he in¬ 
terprets as fuch, IV, 105, the fate of thcB,oyds, and rite mirriage of the king’s 
fifter to Hamilton i 

and 
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and probability muft fupply the defed of clear information. 1469 
The power of the chancellor became, in this reign, yet more 
remai^ble than at any prior period; and he now obtained 
the high diftindlion of a precedence next to that of the 
princes of royal blood In parliament hb prefided, and di- 
retSled the lords of the articles; and in fa 61 : the whole legifla- 
tivc; body. This office during the far greater part of tliis 
reign, from 1460 to 1482, was filled by Andrew Stuart,* lord 
Evandale, the natural Ion of Sir James Stuart, fon ofMurdac 
duke of Albany. It appears to be a novelty in our hiftory 
that.ojve fb nearly coiineded with the royal family, elpecially 
when Evandale and his brothers were legitimated by the king’s 
mandate in 1472, (hould hold this important office: and there 
is room t(j*fulpe 61 ^that -Evandale lacrificed his duty to the na- • 
tion to the aggrandizement of the royal family, which he re¬ 
garded as his own. Befides tljis.motive, other circumft^nces 
confpired to extend the prerogative during this reign, unhap¬ 
pily upon the prudent plan, foon after to be followed by 
Heri^Vir of England, in depreffing the "nobles and raifing 
the people; but ppon tln^ already ellabliihed by Louis XI of 
France, in crulhing the fpirit and freedom of the commons, 
with thofe of the ariftocracy. In Scotland the people never 
knew their own weight, and the government turned betw^n 
ariftocracy and defpptifm; the nobles and the king commonly 
forgetting the nation, which deferved the negleft while it 
filently abandoned its awful claim. But till James VI acceded 
to the Englifti throne, and left the Scotifh nobles at a great 
diftance, and in a degrading inferiority, defpotifm made but 
a flow progrefs^i Scotland, and the chief evils arofe from the 
ariftocracy whifch prevented the progrefs of induftry and civi- 

‘ Dr. Gilbert Stuart on the Public Law and Conllitution of Scotland, 
chap, iv, p. 32, edit. 1784. 
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lization. Yet the conduft of James III feems. to evince that 
the nation could have no rcafon to prefer the power of the 
king to that of the nobles; ibr the deipot who prefcribffi de¬ 
grading laws, and exprelled open contempt for the nation, 
reprefented in its kgiflative affembly, was yet more inimical 
than the aridocracy; which, even by its difieniions, maintained, 
in ibme degree, the freedom, the vital current of the nation. 
A chief motive of the arbitrary procedure of James III appears 
to have arifen from the temporary humiliation of the nobility; 
who, though ftiU poilefled of equal powo-, as they were after 
to fhew in the imprifonment and {laughter of their fovereign, 
yej were awed for a time by the ruinous examples of the houfes 
of Douglas and Boyd. The contemporary reign of Louis XI ^ 
feents alfb to have corrupted the counft^ls of James; for not 
only did the alliance with France inUuduce, at different times, 
many imitatiotts of the French government and inftltutions 
into Scotland, Init James feems to have ieleded Louis for his 
partkuUr model: yet as a man of abilities never imitates, fo 
happily, in the prefent inflance, diilkies cannot l?e imifkted. 
Crimes and faults may: and we b^|u>ld Louis reflc£led, fb to 
f^ak, by James, in the heavy lu:^icion of a brother’s blood, 
in contempt of the nobility, and in the choice of low favorites, 
in an appearance of devotion, in attachment to aftrology, in 
avdrice, in a life of retirement and jealoufy, and in the love 
of arbitrary power. In their attention to fbme fciences they 
were alfo fimilar; and the patronage of Louis to an ingenious 
foreigner, Galeotus Martius, is rivalled by that of James to 

* 1460—1482. Buchanan, XII, 62, adds the cruel example of Edward IV 
«f Ei'gland 1460—I483» and the fucceeding one of Richard |JI. In fa£l James 
appears to have been more attached to England than to France: nor is there a 
renewal of the French league from 1448 till 1492 recorded in Du Tillet, 4r the 
ws. Leagues. But the politics of James were in conftant fiu^uatiqn. See 1484. 
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another, William Roger, the Engtifli dtoipofe'r of «iu(ic*J 1469 
Bat the fuccefs of their prfiticaf Was very’diffefenf^^ 

Louis, a^fted by chance and chbumfiaihdesj laid the lalling 
foundation of abfohite powefj levelled the nobility, cruflied 
the people; and by difcantirtuing the gehetal annihilated 
national freedom. James teiflted to cftablifh arbitrary go\^ern- 
ment by the depreffion of the nobles, and the people; and by 
converting the national OOUncil, which neither his abilities nor 
his power ivould pCrmit him todifcontintre, into a mere Court: 
but he forgot that neither his revenue, nor his authority, cor- 
refponded with his defigns; and fell a faCrifice to the ariflo- 
cracy, whofe influence refumed its former fway. Thefe re¬ 
flexions hare been expited by the importance of the flibjcX j 
but their prolixity having already exceeded the intention, it is 
proper to return to the narratiom 
After a filent year in the Scotifh annals, the firft objeXi 1471 
which arrefts atteiition* is another parliament, of which fomd ^ 
ordinances deferve hiftorical cOmmemorafion’i The flatute 
of the laft parliament againft mdrder is enforced, and en¬ 
larged ; that crime being agam declared to have become com¬ 
mon. It is decreed, “ donfldering the great poverty of the 
realm,” that none Ihall wear filkj the impu^tioil being fo 
expenflve, except knightsj minftreb, that is performers of mufici 
and herald^ and thofe worth one hundred pounds ih the an¬ 
nual income of lands. Another Ratufe (hews that the interefts 
of the couiitry began to be Ibmewhait underftood: it concerns 
the fiiheries^ ah objeX df repeated attention, and endeavours, 
for three centuries; and now, it is to be hoped, the fuccefsful 
care of a patriptic fockty. This remarkable aX is conceived 


* Mezeray, Abr. 11 L 3SO« Ferrerius^ v. 39o< 

’ Acts, 1.55, 


in 
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in thefc terras: ** the lords’ think expedient, for the common 
good of the realm, and the great importation of riches to be 
brought into the realm from other countries, that certain lords 
fpiritual and temporal, and fome burghs, caufe equip large 
Ihips, buffes, and other great pink-boats, with nets and all ne- 
ceflaries for filhing: the execution of this objeft, and the form, 
and number, to be confidered at the prorogation of this par¬ 
liament *.’* But the fubjeft was not refumed; and the Icheme 
only excites a ligh at the confideration how ealily nations are 
excited to war, or any ruinous projeft, and with wliat extreme 
difficulty any plan of public benefit is carried into execution. 
Another prudent Ifatute provides againft the encroachments 
of the Roman church, now arifing to fuch enormity, as, in 
half a century^ provoked tlte reformation, by prohibiting the 
clergy, under pain of trealbjq, to procure any benefices from 
the court of Rome, not formerly held by the ^pope’s difpofal; 
or to collets more money for the papal treafury, than had been 
regulated by the antient taxation of BagimontIn this aft 
the clergy’s title to free eleftion of their dignitaries is men¬ 
tioned, and confirmed: but two years after we find that James 
defpoiled the pope only for his own purpofe, and cniflied even 
this mean relift of freedom. The monks of Dunfermlin having 
chofen an abbot, the king probably wpn by a film of money 
recomdiended another to the pope, obtained his cohfirmation; 
and this new tyranny became inviolable cuftorh*. Among 
the fecular clergy alfo the monarch ufiirped the rights of the 

* All members of parliament were denominated lords of parliament, as a 
commoner, or a private clergyman, if embaifadorj vJas ftyled lord embafTador. 
So Dr. Magnus in the time of James V. The cullom is ilili’retatned in “ lords 
of feflion," “ barons of the exchequer.'* 

* A£ts, f. V. 57, c. 6 o. 

^ Adis, f. 56, Lefiey, 356, ridiculouily dates the taxation of Bagimont in . 
1512, inllead of 1275. 

* Ferrerius, f. v. 392. Led. 317. Buch. XII, 22. 
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bifhops;*and gave. Or fold,-.be!leficfes lto laymen, as’well as i 
abbacies and priories^ aijfourcc of gtfeat national idiforder and '" 
difeontenf *. Jimes was unconfeiooss of the weaktiels of an 
unfupported throne; and his wild 'deipotilin aflkiied all orders 
of men. 

Neverthelefs the Scotifli clergy now attained greater' ton- 
fiftence, and dignity, from the appointment of' a primate. 
Patrick Graham, the fucceflbr of Kennedy in the biihopric of 
St. Andrews, obtained^ ftOm the pontiff a bull erc6H»g that 
fee into an archbifhopric: and to this new dignity he added 
the titles of papal nuntio, and legate a latere. > Inftead of con¬ 
gratulating their order upon this acceflion of importance, and 
the kingdom upon the^honour and advantage of a metropolitan 
fee, at this period to be found in all the ^othtfr chief frates of 
chriftendom; and the want of whicdl, as religion then .flood, 
might bear a derogatory interpretatioh, and had induced and 
might induce the uforping claims of the primates of York; a 
Ipirit of envy feized the Scotifli clergy. By an offer of eleven 
thoufand marks, the bifliops excited James to oppole, and in- 
fult, the archbilhop: reciprocal interefls, and abules, concurred 
to unite the king and the prelates againft Graham, a man of 
worth and learning, who was imprifoned in the caftle of Loch- 
leven; where he died feven years after, in the vain enjoyment 
of his titlesi 

® lidem ib. Lefley’s inve^wf agi^Aft this odious novelty, by which the alms 
alligned to the poor were confumed in the luxury of the rich, is emphatic. 
Even the proteflaut Buchanan murmtirs high indignation. 

* Ferrerius, f. v. 389.^ Lefley, 317. Compare Keith Bi(h6ps, 20. Graham 
was the uterine brother of Kennedy. Stew. Gen. 62. Drummond, 81, im¬ 
putes the origin of the enmity againft him to the Boyds. Buchanan, XII, 33, 

34, 35, gives a long detail of the perfecutLon of this venerable prelate, conduced 
by William, Shevez, or Sheyis, afterwards archbifliop of St. Andrews, a favorite 
of James. The talc docs hqnour to the hiftorian’s feelings; and brands the 
pcrfecutors with lafting infamy. 
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CONTAINING THE REIGN OF JAMES II. 


Minority and regency—truce with England — Crichton^ Livingp 
ton., and Douglas—marriage the queen dowager—execution 

of Douglas—marriage treaty wit^j^etagne—power of Douglas 
—fall of Crichton and. Livingfipn—death of the daujihinefs^ 
and the queen dowager—execution of Livingfton—Englijh in-- 
curfons—battle of Sark—marriage of James^ his charaSler 
and aSlive authority — -parliament—affairs with Douglas — 
his treafons—murder of Maciellan—Douglas Jlabbed by the 
king—commotions allayed — tranquillity—univerfityofGlafgaw 
founded — grand-rebellion of Douglas — quelled—confliU at Ar~ 
kinholm—death of Moray and Ormond—parliament—James 
invades England — truce—parliament—fiege of Roxburgh — 
death of James.. 

1437 F the*reign, now about to be defcribcd, no original and 
authentic l^iftory remains; and at a period when we 
might expeft a light fo ftrong, as to iilufflinatc the minuteft 
features of aftion, and of character, a. kind of twilight fur- 
rounds us, in which only a few large obje^s can be difcerned. 
The a£ts of parliament, and* other records,t ^efent unquef- 
tionable evidence; but it is not in the fixed formality of fuch 
writings that the moft interefting details of hiftory are to 
found; and any regular epiftplary correfpondencc concerning 

public 
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public affairs Scotland cannot difplay, till towards the end'of 1437 
the reign of James IV. Thefci fernarfes are introduced to'’*"'"*^ 
folicit fame indulgence for thpi ||i«f#^lar part of the narra¬ 
tion; In which boweicer no labour foall be Ipared to recover 
authentic'fa6ls, and to place themiit a diftioft poitit of view 
•. A parhament bekig eaUed at Edinburgh,’ the'iirft objeft was 25 Mar 
the coronation of the youngiking; now only in the fixth year 
of his. age, and whidhi yiiaft "’Mefohhsed on the twenty-fifth 
day of March, then reputed* &e firft da^ of a new year * ; the 
next, was ah a<S; paired to revoke aQ alienations of lands, dr 
other propertyj belonging to the crown, fince dhe death df the 
late king, except granted by the ccmfdnt of the thffefe ftates; 
and to declare all future alienations void, lave thofe warranted 
in lilte manner, until the king Ihall have atfeined his twenty- 
firft year *. . 

' Bowv, the contittuator of Fojjdutt, .|etinlnat<»'his hiftorical labours with 
the death of James 1 . The fcanty origiilal materials,, for the reign of the 
fecond James, arc chiefly the brief notices at the end of Bowar’s work, p. 518— 

52c, and the haftoi^by John Mair, Paris 1531, Edih. X74f>, 4tO" p* —^326, 

4 )is injudicious narmiire of Etiglifii ui&irs abridging the real objed of his work. 

Heftor Boyce clo£:d the firft edition of his. bbks, 1537, with the deadi of 
James I: and happy had it been fpr our hiftory, if he had not written the reign 
of James II at great length ; which, after cirt^lating in ms. and being tranflated, 

(with the interpolation of two large paflbge^ after mentioned,) by 14 ndfay of 
Pitfeottie,. was publiBied in the fecond edition of Boyce’s bifiory by Eerrerius, 

Paris 1574. Not onlj^lhas Lindfay.tranflated Boyce’s fabubus account, but- .. 

Lefley and Buchanan'have bden contented to sbr^e it, without correiSi^s, or 
new fids. In this reign only will Boyce be bccafionally quoted, and* with 
•snuch’hefiUitibn.'i■' '*. ' 

With die rdgn trf'James ni :cmhihenfie^fl)|ir-<c^^ hiflorianiti ieldom or' 
never borrowing fl^ eimb other, tindfay, Buchanan. 

* Ads, f. 26. The date . am^g rxuny cwcuptioas, put 20th 

March. But fee.Ruddinian’8 notes pp Buchaiiait,. I,'43^9k The oontinuator 
of Bow'af, p. yi8, ri^tly dktes the cwbte&jhvpf JsiiS» on the’25th March. 

* Ads, ibid. " 
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In our de?^ of conftitutional information it is not to be 
difcovere 4 by whom this parliament was fummoned. Late 
wril^a's affcrt that this high privdege Was exerted by die officers 
of,Bate; but their duty certainly expired with the deccafed 
fovereign, and the facfcd- tiiidi that fuch officers belong to 
the natiql is a modern di&overy. The fame authors carelefsly 
inform us that tho^gownment was divided, by the parliament, 
between Sir William Crichton the chancellor, and Sir Alex¬ 
ander Livingfton appointed keeper of the king’s perfon. Both 
accounts leem more than doubtful.. There is every reafbn to 
believe, frt»n the repeated oaths of fidelity ordered by James ! 
to be taken to hi% queen, and from- other circumftances, that 
the late monarch; had, by his tefbament, appointed the queen 
regent, with a chofen council ♦i that the parliament was called 
by the regency: and, that Ctkhton and IL^ingfton. were not 

♦ The cpntOTppnuy MS. on the death-of James I aferibes the punifhmentof 
the'regicides to the queen, an ihdicsCtibh that the chief power, was in her hands. 

Of the MS. annals of this reign by Sir James Batfotir a t^'Afeript has been 
obtainedbut they-ay;e of ^little value, and chiefly abrii%edt<|||^ Boyce’s bUlory. 
He mentions the following per^s as thb counc^ pf.rt^yttey ; Sir.WiUian* 
Crichton, Archibald earl of Dougins, Wiliam lordHay, great conllable, James 
lord Lindfay, Walter Halibiirton, tiWurer, bmes Kenney biilipp St- An¬ 
drews, Henry Lighten bUhbp 6 f 1 lJortiy^Mr!wiUiamTf‘rumhiil!,.ieeper of the 
prlvy-feal. Livingftoh as keeper Af the king’s'perl^n Sir James regards as 
polleitfcd of thp chief authority; bm tiiis council is probably from (bine record, 
as he datesits ele&ion 27th March. Yet Kennedy wA not biihop, of St. An¬ 
drews^ tit! 1440 ^ the hiihbp of Moray was John Wihehefter; Lighton was 
bilhop of Aberdeen.' (Keithis Bilhopsi)' So inuch^for Sir James’s accupey. 

From ScotiUrvet’s Calendara thb follow^ officers ;appeai^owatd» the beginr 
'■ nlng of this reign: Sir .William Gri^ton, dianceUw i ^exander Livingflon, 
of Calendar; James Livihgilon, captain of Stirlin^^caillet William Trum¬ 
bull, keeper (sf. the privy-feal; Sir Robert Lauder of Edrington and Bafs, 
judiciary; John Raildon, fecretary; Richard Crtug, direAor of chancery;' 
Walter Haliburton, treafurer; John Shevis, clerk of regilkr; Nicol Ottirburn, 
official of Lothian. 
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indebted to the national council for their power, but derived 1437 
it-from the will of James I. It is moft improbable that a 
proud ariftoeracy Ihould have forfidfctih: their pretcnfions, upon 
this great occafion: but that the ktfc'kingi^^ 
two gentlemen of reputed wi00m'and integrity, in opj^tion 
to the dangerous ambition of the ^nobles, is'da»ho^^ 
his chara^er, and hi^y ’^edible. A liroilar leries* df invents 
enfued to thofe wMch occmr.itr the minority of femes V: the- 
fpirit of the nation, and of the times, was little adafited to^ 
the condu6t of a female hand,' not only feeblc, but expoled 
to juft fufpicion, bccaufe the queen was a nadve of England,, 
between which country and Scotland had long ftibftfted either^ 
open eniraty, or inveterate jealoufy. Finding that her power 
could not command confidence, nor influence,^ ftwSi fbon fhfunk 
from it; and left Crichton andlivingfton to maintain their 
turbulent elevation.. 

An open.war with England taken place before the death 
of James and tho ^ of that princo was not fuch as to 
fblicit peace; but the prefent ftate of Scotland, under the 
diftradlions of a minCrity, rendered a treaty defircable. After 
fome negotiation, a lafe Condudl was granted, by Henry VI, 18 Sept, 
to John bifhop of Glafgpwi AlexahdeVi.Seton of Gordon,, Sir 
Walter Ogilyy, and Sir John jForfter^ as cmbafladors fcom 
Scotland *: yet, from feme unknown .caufe, probably a*dif- 
fenfibn between. Crichton and Livingfton,, thefe embafladors 
were not feat. Soon after, other perfons were appointed, 30 l-Jov, 
namely thoJords Gordon and ^Montgomery,, Methven provoft 

* Rymer, X, .6f^. lA l4o2 this hbiife of’Gordon clofed' ih a daughter, 
wedded to Si^TOH, ^e ireal'namh of this noble fiunily. So in 1660 the title of. 
HsmUtOn paife^tb the 
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1438 of Lineltiden, fecretary to the king, and John Vans efquife? 
a trufeg of nine years was fandior^d * ** . 

• 'If'" we credit the ddnbtM acOTunts wW we hav^e of this 
fet^n, Crichton' had fodhd'means, probably by die'Ibperior 
irifluenCe of his office, as chaitdiildr,‘to gaid the 

infant iiig, wHomj he retained of Edinburgh. 

The%ieen, favpiS^h^ the jilft claitfi of Lmngfton, by a ftra- 
l^gem obtaihitj ’hhil cb#eycd herfon to SWling, aiid defiMercd 
him to the life bf his le^i guardian. ‘ The Chancellor applied 
to Arch^idid Douglas for his aififtance. Which was de¬ 

nied : -^irigftbrt invCfted the caftle of Edinburgh; but he 
and ^the chancellor agreeing 'to join agaihfl: Douglas, concord 
was reftOred'^''•:' 

There Cannot be a ftrohj^r pfdbf of tlj^ ighoratiCe'of our 
earlier writers, concerning this reign, 
the powerful earl of Douglas was negl( 0 ^ed, Whik it is known, 
fiom authentic records,^ that ^ held the high office of lieUte- 
27 Nov. «ain gcneiul of the kiiigdonii and eikn fSmmoned a parlia- 
1420 ment*. In another national affembly it was Ordered that the 
13 Mar. lord lieutenant, and the king’s cltofen council, fliould hold two 
feffions yearl]^ for the ladtiiuufljnition of ju^^^ and that the 
lord lieutenant fholfidTeize ariy rebels, qr defpoilers, lodged 
iri miHcs,' or ftronghedds, and enforce them to find furety for 
th* good behaviourBut Arehihdd' earl Of Douglas died 
this year} ^d wi^ fucewded by his fbn, a youth whole years 

• Rymcry X, 679,688. kytncr %|wfes Jaiups I to 

have l)appened betiveen the comnuffions of &iffttBJXiberiapd a Ibrange 

nttftake, as any Scotifh hidhry mtglit have iievvn'tha^ itjhi^ened jn lent. , 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, init. LindfayV tranflatioai Edit. Edin. 

1778, 8vo. .. 

** Abere. II, 319, from ms. records. » Ads, f. v, ?6. 
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did not exceed fourteen, and were too. immatvire. to fupport 1459 
the dignities of his father *. . y*— 

Meantime petty feuds and commotiona deftroyed the public 
peace and welfere: the flood of arifitocralic. tyranny and vio¬ 
lence, which had been confined by the, l||f^./goi^rnment of 
James I, butil the'temporary bar^rs, and d^Ii||pu tltc; ^untry, 

Joanna, the que^n-mother, married Sir James <^ajrt, comr; 
monly called the Blade knight of Lorn: the barba|ifin .of the 
age rendering it unfiife for a woman of rank to rcma» without 
the protedion of a warlike hulband. , Bub Sir James,'Stuart 
being a friend to the family of Dohglas, as is feid, Livingfton 
confined him, and his elder tirotfier,' and even. the queen, till 
they engaged not to fupport the houfe of Douglas. The fruit 1440*' 
of Livingfton’s infolence was that the, chancellor, by .another 
flxatagem, recovered the poffeffion of the king*s ,perfon, and 
conveyed him to Edinburgh. But^ by the mediation of friends, 
a lafling agreement was at length.formed between them and 
the king was committed to Living{lon’s.care, as ordered by his 
deceafed fatoer *.. • - ^ c 


* Boyce and Lindfay date the death of Dougin in 1439.. His epitaph,. 
Hume’s Dougl. I, 267, bears that be (lied the abtb jtoe 1438 s but three origi¬ 
nal deeds confute this date, Abcic. 319, ahd fljeii^at for M.cccc.xxxvim 
(1439) Hume read 14384 or, tmft«<|ueot,.aa erroiuous date might occur 
ia an epitaph, ilv placed lQogjafi8r||b%veoto^ 

* JBoyee, imprifpement 

of the queen is evidenced by a cl^itcr, to ^exander (Napier, , comptrbller, for 
his fervice to thb queen-mother^ to the klng^and tlm recbmpence of a hurt 
ih hn 'body,; the finete^bf the traitbroOs heth^iti^.'^^'^][>rifoament of 
the faid qttihn^' by Alexattdih^: biNdh^onV kAight;. *X%e .hmdt'-grant^ are thofe 
of Philde.ih'^the the kiiig’s 

hatadS’li^ Yhe forfeiture of the laid Alexaisdit^' be held blanch for 

afilver penhy : 7 i^rch.i449-5e>. 5 c<^. Cal fub (lata.. 
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1440 However this be, it is certain that a parliament was held at 
Stirling *, in which it was decreed that the privileges of the 
clergy (hould be obferved: that the adminiftrators of jufticc 
Ihould hold their fedions twice a year: and, by a remarkable 
aS, that “ the king Ihould ride through the realm, imme¬ 
diately upon inliUigence being fent to his d)uncil, wherever 
any rebellion, (laughter, buming, robbery, outrage, or .theft, 
happened; to call the Ihcriff of the ihire, wherein the crime 
was committed, before him, and before he leaves the (hiisa^to 
remedy tlie raifehief and punilh the offenders; in the exfedu- 
tion of which ordinance all the barons, with one affent, arc 
obliged to ajdift In this fingular decree we find the legif- 
lative body regarding the king in the modern light of a chief 
magiftrate, bound equally with the meaneft.fubjeft to an obe¬ 
dience to the laws: yet it may be fufpe^aed that this new ftyle, 
aled by the parliament, (lowed from temporary circumilances, 
and not from fixed principles of the conftitution; the nonage 
of the king evidently pointing the adl to thofe who had the 
cuftody of his peribn, as implying that the fovereign was not 
to be the prifoncr of an individual, but the free infpeftor of 
his kingdom at large. 

The power of thUhoufe of Douglas had arifen to a formi¬ 
dable height, and was during this ,reign to contend with the 
royal authority. Calloway, An^pndale, and other extenfive 
territpries in Scotland, the duchy of Touraioc and lordlhip of 
Longueville in France, rendered to the chief of that family 
revenues perhaps equivalent to thole of the Scotiffi monarch. 
The young earl, now in his fixmenth year, poffeffed the im¬ 
petuous fpujt, and haughtinefs, natur^ tolfii age and^fortunes. 

* A&s, f, V. a6. • ♦ Ibid. c. 5. 

His 
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Mis higheft title, that of duke of Touraine % which a weak 
regency had permitted the houfe toaffume, dnd wliich impolicy 
had not applied* to the French king to difcontinue, emboldened 
the Douglas to regard himfelf as a foreign‘prince, independent 
of the laws of his country. The prudence of age might have 
induced a concealment of ponap, and power, from the fear of 
mr’ and danger; but, in the arrogance of youth, William 
earl of Douglas difplayed a conilant train of one,thoufand 
horfe, and a dazzling magnificence in his houfehold; nay he 
woul4_eyen create knights,, and hold courts in imitation of 
parlijpi^pts 

The chancellor, wlio, by his office, was ( 5 iiefly charged to 
fee the due execution of the laws, was irritated at the infults 
offered to them by the power of Douglas. Inftead of bearing 
with the young earl’s infolence, in the hopes that a few years 
would infufe moderation and prudence into his condudljrin- 
ftead of fecretly ufing the king’s influence with the court of 
France, that the foreign titles and poflefiions might be with¬ 
drawn from the family, Crichton refolv^ to cut off the earl, 
and his brother; a meafiire wjiich might perhaps have admit¬ 
ted fome apologA* had th|y been advanced to maturer age, 
for it feems ftridly equitable that an oppreffor, *who is above 
the procedure of juftice, may be facrificed to the laws, with¬ 
out any procedure of juftice; but which, while we confider 
the tender age of the offenders, muft be pronounced uiijuft, 
murderous, and tyrannical. Nay when the confequences are 

* This title was proudly borne in Scotland. Margaret dnehefs of Touraine, 
countefs of Douglas and Lougucville, occurs in two*charters about this time. 
Sce^ft. Cal. Hail. +620 (unpaged, but beg. J. H.) She was the king’s aunt, 
the widow of Archibald firft duke of Touraine, flain in 1424. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIil. Lindfay’s tranll. p. 13. 
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1440 leen, this a£l will appear weak and impolitic, and will incur 
> the bittereft charge of depravity, that of ineffedual guilt. 

By plaufible invitations, and flatteries, William carl of 
Douglas, his brother David, and Malcom Fleming of Cum¬ 
bernauld, a faithful* adherent of the family, were, inveigled 
into the caftle of Edinburgh, and after an infidious entertain¬ 
ment, and a brief and delutbry trial, were beheaded ^ The 
earldom of Douglas fell to the next male heir, James lord of 
Abercorn, ihrnamed the Grofs, a prudent and peaceable man, 
but who unfortuiiately-enjoyed his title only two years, and 
4 eft a turbulent j^n William, the third of that name: the un¬ 
entailed ellates of Galloway, Wigton, Balvenie, Orpioiid, and 
Annandale, were inherited by Margaret, After erf" the murdered 
earl, commonly called The Fair Maid erf Galloway, who wed¬ 
ded her coufin the third William, thereby reftoriug the houle 
of IDouglas to all its power*. The want of wifdom in the 
government, upon this occaflon, exceeds belief; but it is eafier 
to commit a murder, than to perform an adion of common 
prudence, and crimflifought never to infer ability. Margaret 
was apparently a ward of the crown; at any rate the new earl 


* Cont. of Boifar, 51&, (and Bowar, 496, note.) Chron. end of Winton. 
Mair, 322. Among the fables of Boyce, and all becomes fable in his hands, is 
the talc of thebuirs head, {nrefented before Douglas as a fymbol of death. Such 
a flgnal were abfurd in itfelf, and the height of impolicy. As Boyce conneds 
the Scots with the Egyptians, isc. this i^mbol may perhaps be traced in fomc 
andent author: at prefent it fulfices to iay that it was unknown to Scotiih hif- 
tory and manners. 

• Yet James the Grofs held thefc titles, or his epitaph is i^ain erroneous. 
Hume Dougl. I, 295. In a charter of 1440 he is fpccially called earl of Anen- 
dale, and lord Balvcny. Scotft. Cal. Wigton and Ormond do not appear,-and 
may have been unentailed. If James had Gallnway, &c. why did they not pafs 
to his Ion ? Beatrix, wife of James the Grofs, is, by fome writers, confounded 
with the fair maid of Galloway. 
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William, and the heirefs, were within the degrees of confan- 1440 
guinity, and he was forced to apply fecretly to the pope for a 
difpenfatkwB, which not arriving (o fpeqidily as he hoped he 
married her on Good Friday, m the time of Lent, a day and 
period efteemed a* unlawful as the marriage** The oppofition 
to this conne^on ought ho haire been cogent, the pretexts for 
annulling it wefe yaft: but for this unaccountable negleft the 
regency, the nation, the Iring, were afterwards fufficiently to 
fiiffer. ' 

An embaffy arrived firom Bretagiae^ to ptbpofe a marriage 1441 
between Francis count de Moutfort, fbn and heir of John V 
furnamed the Good and Wife, and Ifebella of Scotland fifter 
to the king’. The propofids Were fevourably heard; and Sir 
George Crichto® admiral of Scodand % Foulis archdeacon of 
St. Andrews, and WHIiam Monipeny efeuirc, who was after- 

. " wards 

» Boyce, Hb. XVIIT. LindfayV Uanfl. je. Hume’s Doug]. I, 293, 294. 

Yet the fa <3 is doubtful. She feems to have been very young, and only affianced > 
for in Feb. 1449-50, appears a grant of her marriage to carl Scotft. 

Cal. and publiihed in Hay’s Vindication of El. Mote, p. 66. 

* Lobineau Hift. de Bret. Pari? *707, Mio, P..619. 'On^is occafion 
J.obincau relates, after Argentre, that tm the return of his envoyt, Hii^iant and 
Pcncoedic, duke Jdtn V alking their opinion of the lady, they anfvrei^ that 
fhe was beautiful, of elegant fhape and blooming health, but fpoke Ih^, ap¬ 
parently not from diferetion but great llmplicity. The duke’s noted reply t^as, 

“ Chers amis, je vousprie retoumCK en Ilfcoee, et me I’ametiez; elle eff telle 
que jc la dehre. Ces grandes* fubtilhes en une femme nuident plus qu’elles ne 
fervent; je n’en veux point d’autre.. Par Saint J^icolas j’eiUme uno femme 
afleh fage, quand elle fait iTiettie difference entre la chemife et Ic pourpoint dc 
fon mari.’” Lobineau gives her portmt from an magina} in'the cathedral 
church of Vannes. k 

• Lobineau, as ufiial with the Fnaich,- corrupts his name to Tnthtn. He 
was perhaps the fccond fon of the cbancellw, and is, it is believed, th^-firll 
admiral of Scotland on record, though “ the admirals of thcScotifli king” be 
mentioned in the truce of 1429. Rymcr, X, 482. Crichton appearssaladmiral of 

* c c 2 Scotland 
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1441 wards cmploytwi in‘many negotiations, proceeded to Bretagne 
to complete the tranfa6lion. It was foon after fettled that 
James fliould pay with his lifter a portion of one hundred 
thoufand faluts of gold; and the duke of Bretagne agreed to 
a dower of fix thoufahd livrcs ' Her voyage was, from un^ 
known caufes, delayed till the following year. 

1442 The truce with Englandj which would have expired in 

1447, anticipation, extended for (even years longer, 

till the firft day of May 1454 Iftibella lifter to the king 

Nov. proceeded to Brltagne, where Ihe was wedded to the neW 
duke Franks I *. 

J443 Sir WillUmii Rdthven, IRcrffi’ of Perfti, convening an high¬ 
land freebooter to juftice, was attacked by a body of Athole 
naen, led by one Cormac, but by the Ipifit of Ruthven,. and 
fomc- gentlemen in his company, the affallants were defeated; 

4Nov. and about'thiity ftain*. A parliament was held at Stirling: 
of its proceedings we oidy know that an aeft was palTed, to fe- 
cure the property'of the church agaihft delpoilers ’. Some 
doubts arilen concerning the lucceffion to the important 

Scotlandinachuter oft April iaFeb. 145.1 he Uityled Greqi-geCrichton 
of Cairns, aSmiral of Scotland. > Qit the 8tb July 143;2 he Is earl of Caithnefs. 
Scotft. Cal. The title had pai&d to the crown on the forfeiture of Athole i and 
on theilibath of Crichton was confierr^ on the Sincihirs of Orkney. Suth. Cafe, 
c. iv, p. 44,i|.5- 

* I<obineau, 'ib. The falut mighf be worth xor. The livre was then about 
one ounce of illver, and perhaps equal to two pounds of modern eilunation. 

* Rymei, XI> 4. 

^ John V had died on the 28 Aug. 1442. Ilabel landed at the caftlo of 
Aural 30 OB., with a great train of Scotilh lords and ladies. Lob. 1 , 621. 

‘ Boyce, Kb! XVIH.- Liridiay’s tiinfl. 30, 31., 

* 27. QX this year appiear to be the' anfwcrs tb the articles of die 
Scc^jMb king, Vclp. F. VII, f. 59, for they mention that the Scotiih parliament 
■was ^ meet 4 Nov. They chiefly concern the payment of 40,000 marks, due 
for the ranfm of James I. 
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earldom .of, Orkney, Thomas of Tholac, the bilhop, made a 1443 
formal report on the hibjcS to Chriftopher III, king of Den- -v— 
mark Sweden and Norw^ty, in which the right of the houfe 
of Sinclair is evificed *. 

The king now approached his fourteenth ?year, when, by 1444 
the ufage of^moft kingdoms, he was regar^d as-capable, of 
managing his c|^airs: the perturbation of a minorhgr, flattery, 
and the danger of o|poimg he royal will, as fqnon as the 
flighted degree of manly thought appears, concurring to fup- 
pofc in princes, whole flation is the moft* dMficult, a far more 
early diferetibn than is to be found in the common ranks of 
mankind. ^ That reign mufl inclped be very weak, which 
tranfeends not the inefflcacy, and cliflurbanices of a regency. 

By the common courfe of human aflFairs, the young king de- 
lefted the, control o^ Livingfton and Crichton ; and the nu¬ 
merous friends of the houfe Douglas were fuccefsful in 
fharpening his refentnaent againft.thofe ftern‘guardians, who 
had held him in captivity, and ^ turning his affedlmns to the 
earl of Douglas, whofe youth was more congenial, with that 
of the king, and whofe power could irrefiftibly enforce the 
royal deflgns. It is iaid th^t O^bnpath^ a partiflin of Dcniglas, 
having flain Semple deputy governor of Dunbarton cafltlci and 
feized the whole command of that fortrefs, Douglas became 
anxious fpr the event,, and proceeding to the king’s prefence, 
put. bimielf wholly in Ae powdr of Jdmes, with profeflions 
and oaths of the Jiuihblcfl fidelity: and that the monarch, de¬ 
lighted with his. fubmiflion and behaviour, , admitted him to his 

This valuable diploma is priiited in Wallace’s Orkney, and in the Ork¬ 
ney inga Saga: and of the moft curioOs hiftorical'pieces of that dark 

period. The tranfcrlber has, by a common error, omitted quadragejima after 
quadringenteftnw) whence, the .date 1403: but the real epoch is clear from the. 
contents. 


moft 
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1444 raoft chofen counfcls’. However this be, it is certain that 

the office of chancellor was now taken fr<»n Cvichton, and 
conferred upon James Bruce biffiop of DunkeldCricht<Hi 
Ihiit himfelf up in the caftle of Edinburgh, *of which he had 
been governor fince the late reign, wiffi? a refolution to defend 
himfelf againft thpjyiolenco of" h^ |^d I-ivingftoii, 

who was lefs obaoaaous, either by office or crimes, held the 
caftle of Stirling, ©ouglas! nfed his new power with aai ex- 
cefs, dange|QU3 to ffite kmg, and to himlelf. In affiort time 
all the followers #f the late admkiiftration were ffifplaced, and 
fucceflbrs dcvc^ed to the prdent nuniftry were appointed: 
three brothers of Douglaf ,lbon became peers *., Archibald, 
by marrying the younger daughter of Himes Dunbar, carl of 
Moray, acquired that title and eftate, upon the death of his 
father-in’-law, to the p;r€g»dice of thc; clmcellor’s eldeiik foii 
James, Who had wedded, the elder daughter’. Hugh was 
created earl of OtmcauJ; and |ohn lord of Balvcuy *. Tim 
acceffion of power to a femily, before too potent, was the 
height of impolicy, and could only be granted by a youth to a 
favourite. . ' • 

1445 Douglas procured a parliana^t ^ be held, in which Crich¬ 
ton and Livingilon were denounced rebels, and ffieir eflates 

* Boyce, libv XVIII. Lindlay'Stranfl. 31. 

* Crawf. Off, 32, from a.charter. , Keith Bifliops, 54, from aitdther. 

* James and Archibald were twin brothers of the fecond birthi The former 
was the firft born, but was in the chutch, (fee Drummond 50.) He was-how- 
ever afterwards to become earl of Douglas. 

* Crawf. Off. 311. His peerage, and that by Dougliu, under the title. 

* Peerages. The lands were before in the family. Ormond was ere<Sed 
into a marquifate by James III for his younger fon.‘ ^Sutb. Cafe, ch. IV, 

■ p. 57, whence it appears that Ormond was a hill, (probably an, ancient moot- 
hill or court of jufticc,) in Ardmanach on the call of Rofslbirc. Yet there is 
a village of the name, two miles weft of the chanonry of Rofs. Pom’s Maps. 

forfeited. 




JAMl:S II. r9< 

forfeited. TTie caftle of Crichton was taken, and deftroyed; 1445 
and, in revenge, the late chancellor made excurfions from rfie 
caftle of Edinburgh, and ravaged the lands in Lothian be¬ 
longing to Douglas. , The kingdom fell into complete anar¬ 
chy, and became one fcene of violence and diforder*. 

James was induced to befiege the caftle of Edinburgh, 
which was bravely defended by Crichton *, who had indeed no 
reafon to regard the royal army but as that of Dougfas. 'The 
liege was turiied into a blockade, and cemtinued till the next 
year. ’ , * 

Eleanor and Janci the two uirnnarried lifters of James, pro-- 
ceeded to France, to tfieir lifter the dauphinels, apparently on 
the death of the queedf^mother ^; for Scotland was in a ftate of 
lawlefs confufion; and there was reafon for apprehenfion, that 
Douglas would convert the princely bridals into a further ac- 
ceflion of power to his family. Upon their arrival, they found 
the dauphinefs dead *: but the French monarch received them 16 Aug. 

with 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII. Lindfay’s tranfl. 33, 34. It is certain that a parlia¬ 
ment was held in July 1445, and pafTed an a£t Ordaining that all the lands and 
cflfefls of the late king ihould ■ be enjoyed by the prefent during his minority, 

(A 61 s, f. ay ;) a llatute probably pointing at Ctkbton and Livingdoh. 

* Cont. of Bowar, 519. Mair, 328. , . 

* Perhaps after her death, (Berry, 158,) the precile date of which is uniixed: 

but it certainly happened before a4th Npv. i445» of which date there is a fafe 
condiid to James Stuart the hufbancl of the deceafed queen of Scotland. Ry- 
mer, XI, 107. ■ 

* Berry hift. de Charles VII, (publilhed with the works of Alain Chattier, 

Paris'1617, 4to.) p. 158, “ellc etoit belle et bonne donne.” Duclos hift. do 
Louis Xlj *, 57- She was only in her twenty-fecond year, and was buried at 
Chalons. 

The Angular fate of this princefs may cxcufc a dtgreflive note, from the 
original materials furniflied by Duclos, II'I, 26—6r, being the informations 
taken in 0 £ 1 . 1445, and ift 1446, concerning the caufe of her death. Thcfe 
informations purport that certain words fpoken by the malicious Jamet de Til- • 

lay, 
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1445 with great afFeftion, and demanded a difpenfation for marrying 
—v--# the elder to the dauphin, which being refufed by the pope, 

ihe 


lay, an officer of the dauphin, had penetrated fo deeply the tender and melan¬ 
choly heart of Margaret, as to occafion her death. Their truth Ihc denied on 
the perdition of her foul; but {he would recline on her fofa, and exclaim, Ah 
Jamet! jamet! you have gained your purpofe. If I die it it on your account, 
on account of the fair words you ^ve fpoken of me, without enufe or reafon. 
At other times Qic would fry, May I‘<^e If I ever wrtjn^d my hulband! The 
fenefchal of Poitou, prefent when tie latter expr^bn efcaped, exclaimed, 
Falfc and wicked fcoundrcl, {he dies by your malice! On her death-bed her 
•confcflbr could hardly perfuade her to^pafdon jamet:*'and {he Cried out,i£Now 
he has gained his purpofe. The wordSj {he faid, were the^ worft that could be 
pronounced of a woman, and tended to ruin her iif the opipiort of the dauphin. 
Almoft her laft^xprcffion was, Were it not for my conjugal faith, 1 {hould re¬ 
pent that I had ever come to France. ’ 

On the fecond examination in 1446, May—Aug. Jamet de Tilley was twice 
queftioned ; and the queen of France herfelf gave a dcpofition. Tillay con- 
fclTed that, on entering the chamber of thq dauphinefs in the dufk of the even¬ 


ing, and perceiving no lights, he faid it was grande paiUardle in the officers to 
fhew fuch negligence ; denied that he accufed lady Pregentc of managing Mar¬ 
garet’s amours, as he would not wilh more chaftity in his own wife, than he 
was perfuaded beloved to tlie dauphinefs'; and he oS'ered the duel to any man 
who would fay thJPhe had arraigned her honour: denied that he aflerted that 
.Margarci’s illncfs arofe from lovC, while he only faid that it proceeded from her 
fitting up all night, making rondeaux and ballads, (44, 5a;) and that (he would 
never have a child while fhe was fo fond of four apples and vinegar. He de- 
nied.thal he faid the dauphin did not love his wi^ becaufe “ les bafles marches 


ne fe portoient pas bicn.” .The queen’s depolition proves Tillay to have been 
a malicious meddling fellow, capable of any falfehood. His fecond examina¬ 


tion bears that Margaret would compofe twelve rondeaux in a day; that' fhe 
fometimes was laced too tight, at 'other times too loofe. 'The fatal words at 
length appear to have been “ Avez vous point vu cettc damp-la ? Elle a mieux 
manierc d’une paillarde que d’une grande mslitrefle." ' *' Have you feen that 
lady ? She has more the appearance of a harlot than of a great princefs.” He 
denied that he had faid them, and offered the duel; affertihg that no lady could 
have more of the appearanep of high birtl). But the vvords were confirided by 
another witnefs, p. 59. 


Oo 
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the was many years after wedded to Sigifmund duke of Atif- 
tria: and Jane returned lo her own country’. The queen- 
mother who died this year, left three fons by her’ fecond huf- 
band, John, and James, afterwards caMs of Athole, and 
Buchan; and Andrew, who became bifti^ of Moray 
Meanwhile the difordcfs of the country 
the mifinanagement of Doi^las, and caufed even the regency 
of Crichton and Livingfton to be regreted. Amoiijg the petty 
feuds, commemorated ill imr dubiosw annals, a difcbrd of more 
importance is introduced. A dilpute arifing bkweendtiindfay 
foiUbf the earl of Crawford, and Ogilby ci Innerqdharity, 
former was joined by his fhther, the latter by the carf of 
Huntley, and a defpetate Ctmflift enfuedv Crawford, Hunt^-, 
ley, and Ogilby, were itain, with many other gentlemen, and» 
near two hundred of their followers *. 

Crichton at length furrendcred the caftle of Edinbuf-gh, 
vpon terms highly ad'vantageous to himfelf, for his cftates, 
and honours, and even his office, were to’ be reftored; and 
the conditions were ftiiflly adhered to Several reafbns ap* 

On the whole Margaret was too' fopd of poetry, ^i. j|i(!i||lyenture with Alain 
Chartier is well known ; Ihc was too carelefs qf tUpfetion and manners, and 
had perhaps a fccrct bletnilh which difguft^ tlys daluph>a. But the diarafter 
of her hulband, afterwards Irouis XI, is of bl^ nnUghlty; and her accufer 
was proved to he a “ fcobndrer* and “ common iinr,’* qualities which doubt- 
left recommended him to the fpecial protci^on of Xx)bis»: , 

• Duclos, I, 57. Roo Aiut>. Auft. .3^9. Jane was wedded to Angus. 
Crawf. Stuarts, 36. 

• Berry, 158. Stevmrts Cbd. 17*. Lefley, 498, hp (he died 15 July 

1446. . 

• Boyce, Ub. XVIII. Xindfay’s ,tranll. —^36. X^fley, 297, dates this 

conflid 13 Jan. 1445—^. 

• Lindfay, p. 37. Crawf. Off. 30, fuppoTes, with great probability, that 
CrichtdA was not reinflated in the office df chancellor, till the death of biffiop 
Bruce 1^7. In 1448 he appears as cbancelldr in an inftrument. ms. Leagues,* 
Fr. and S. and du Tillet, f. 140. 

VOL. I, nd pear 


ioi 

H4S 


1446 



loa 

1446 pear to have induced the king, and Douglas to foch conceffions: 
was probably, now difcovered by both that ^he. aged experi¬ 
ence, and abiliries, of Crichton were neceflary to give fome 
ftability, and order, to goyernmepitj^^d re|lore greater.relpcdl 
to the laws. Douglas leemg to have fpimd^that, by grafping 
all, he would lofe aU|v i^. that the; aeqClSpn 
talents, aiid fanac, w^ the power of his 

adminiftration.; It alfo appears that Crichton had never been 
cordially united^lV^A Liv^ftoij,. but had from ijepcffity only 
confcnted .to pt^ordaijd when the death of the. queen- 
mother h|Ki, left 14 vmg(lain dji^iWhs pf ftraig; influeuceglhe 
ungencipufly ins^e his peace ,w^ Qpug^, by ^e facrifice of 
his coUeagpe.; . If:, has ivirprifed>icpie that ppuglas iatiated his 
r^vei^e ppon Idym^^n.and his family, who were ipiiocent 
of ..the murder, of his|, tyro gelations; and that Crichton was 
peyer charged’y|;ith that;i^^^ it is reafonable to 

infer th^ ther^ were pofyerfiil motives'; for this condud; the 
king ;hinQd^f bad been prefent at the murder, and in the 
jealoui^; 0 f his,; authority might .coc^der it as a matter rather, 
too delicate for|j^u|^0ni; JPouglas, im have had little in- 

clination to conWanjjM action, which laid the foundation of 
his power; and, the^ention of whidh was perhaps not un¬ 
known to his father, who might otherwife have immediately 
inftigated tile wholp force of ^e houfe pf Douglas againft the 
government #- 

The earl of Douglas was, about this time, crieated ^feutenaiit 
general of the kingdom *,; an oifficc of* extreme power, which 
had been held by one of his predecefTors at the commencement 

.♦ Yet the Violence of Uvin^on to die tpieen in 1439, (fee a note on that 
year,) indicates the tyranny of his chara^r; and he ipight he the chief inftl- 
,gator of the al&ffination of the Douglafes. 

• Abcrcr. II, 333. The A&s, f. 28, jnention a lord lieutenant in 1449. 

of 
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of this reign. He no^ revived npon the perditidn oY the 1446 
family of Livingfton, which Had oril^ done its duty to the*-"" ^ 
king and kingdotn, hjr oppbfilng; the exorbitant influence of the 
houfe of Douglas. Accordingly tSflr Alexander Livingfton, 
formerly keeper of the kitig*s perfbn/ Jhmes' his eldeft Ion, 
Robert and Divid Livingftons, ahd Sir'^laiiies Dundas, and 
Sir Robert Brudfc, (^nnceied with Ae family, wfe^tonunitted' 
to feveral prifons: but ISir Ale!?Eafldfer,'''and the’^wo other 
knights, Dundas, and Btittce, 'were delivered u^xm paying 
large fums of rtnottey: 'the odieft ivere tried and behe'addd *. Dec. 

Although the truCe with Eh|lartd ind, h/ Y442, been wti* 1447 
tinned from 1447, when it Was Othejrivifc‘^tbiri<^irc,'till‘i454, 
yet the EngUih borderers, h|^wing the confliflon into which 
the maladminifliration of Douglas tied jdnhged Scotland, re- 
folved to avail themfelves of the occai^n. The fliintly ihabe- 
cility of Henry VI, and the cabals of riie i^dbn^s party, and 
that of the duke of Glotfcdler, diftraded the government, 
and rendered the lubjefls ‘udruly and difaflfefted. Several inw 
roads of the borderers took'place 'this year; in which, as is 
faid, Dumfries on the one part, dnd Alnwick on the other,. 

.were burnt 

Ravages 

♦ Biqicis, Ifb. XVIII. Lindfiiy's tfaiifl. 38, 39. It isTtirprifnig tliat there 
is no fuperior aiithorfty for thefe events: but LivingBon’s forfeiture is men¬ 
tioned t^ charter of 1450, nariated in die notfs^o 1439 i end that of James 
his fon, Rdbert of Lbhgm, and Janies DundhSt in a charter aa May 
14^0. Scotft. Cal. Yet Crawf. Off. 31^, and Dougl'.’Pcer. 412, fbiim to 
evince that Livingfton was not executed. Boyfo ea^ this eldeft fon 
Akxandtr. • 

In 1446 Dutibar caftle was feized by Patrick Hepburn, 2 rebel, as appears 
from^a catalogue of the Coldingham diarteie ‘lioW at IXi|hanti, in bibl. Harh 
46aj* 

* Boyce, lib. XVni, Llhdfay, 40, i 

D d 2 Hay, 
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Ravages of loch importance called, greater powers into 
' aflion ; and the battle of Sark, fo called from a river in An- 
nan^e, terminated the difference in a manner advantageous 
to Scots. Unfortunate^ we have no Englifli, nor Scotilh 
contemporary account of tto battle, the Only one which occurs 
between the natmnf for a long period tim<;. When at the 
diftance of nesttiS, century we find records of this aSion, the 
Englilh pafi it in complete filence, and Ihe Scots too much 
fwell their ^ifiory. * The accounts of Jean Chartier, and 
Monlbrdtet^ ^ di^ervc tlie prefeience ; but even there 
the nunabcra appear to be exaggerated. According to the 
French hifbriahSy 'lhe Englifh, to the number of fifteen thou- 
Iknd, oondtifted by the "earl of ||luntingdon and lOrd Percy». 
iqjparently wardens of Ae marges, entered Scotland by the 
wcftern border, aiid advanced fix miles into the .country. 
The earf of E^glas haftily advanced,, with OTily fix thouftnd, 
attacked the enemy in dw open field; conquered, and took 
the two generals captives. Upon^the tidings of this defeat, 
the earl OfSatilbury, who%as lord lieutenant of die ho|(h of 
England, nafcd an timy IS^ t^ and this for¬ 
midable force to invade Scotland. Douglas, and his brother. 
Ormond, with ihirty-two thouland men, attacked the Englilh. 
by furprizc, and put fliem to a total route;; with the incredible 
loft of betw«^ twenty and twenty-four thox^felid, taken and. 

Ha}r, in his Vindicatloq ef EUzabeth Edia. 1723, 419, h||fQbli{hed, 
p, 65—^3, acurious pa^r Of 2|; Aug. 14^ determining tKjB priority of birth 
to James Dotigla^ above hte 1 wm-brotfer Ardii^ld earl of Murray. 

Abop tils thne died Cameroq bifhop of Glafgow, who is dimitguiflied by 
implt^ in tlw fidions of Boyce. His curious canons, 143a, may be found in' 
MS. Had. 41531^, y^l. I, jp. 47 ^;Hnd crime Teems jo have been his 

fcvcrityio^'ghuit^j^^ 

Ham.. 
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flain. The Scots then entered EngUuid, mid ravaged the 1448 
country as far as Newcaftle*. v— 

• The reader will in vain oonfok tfid EogUfli hiftorians for th» battle, the 
only one of importance, IVom that of Haltdon 140? to that of Flc^en 1513. 
Harding, Caxton, Julian Notary, Fabian, Hall, Lcland, Coll. 1', 494,’ even 
the copious Holinfhcd, are equally fitenf. But the Ehg^ifli hiftiory, 1442— 

1509, is very dcfeftive. . 

Monftrelct, III, f. 8, edit. 1518, derives his accwftt from the gwaUfhrojoicle 
of St. Denis; and fays that three Scotilh priefts.of the diocefe of Dunblane, 
related it upon oath before the chronicler of France at St. Denis. He dates it 
1449 ; but the truces of that year, and the fflence of Rytner in 1448, fapport 
the date commonly aihgned by our hidorians.' The battle of Sark alfd occuia; 

Cent, of Bowar, 519; an 4 the war between England ai^ Sccaland in Jean 
Charticr, p. 142, who,, p. 146, narrates the battle of, Sark in the fame way 
with Monftrelet, but with many corrt^orative circumilahces. ^p||,Huntingdon 
he feems rightly to put Sir Thomas Ha^n^cm. Jean dhartiWvidis hiinfelf 
Chantn of St. Denis. Add that the chronicle of ZatiSiet of Idege, who wrote 
in 1461, bears at 1450 that the Scou invaded Engiand, and to(^ great prey, 
but he dates this the fame year that James wedded Mary of Geldcr; col. 471, 
in Marlene’s Anccdota. 

Among the unpubliftied pieces of Rymer.N* 461:1), thetfrare fome articles 
tendifi||^to confirm th& war. Ait. 3 FeVt449,,» a cosimilfion to Clif* 
ford, Scrope, &C. on fuareh afiairs, mentipuing the a»&iaus jatrfi/e of 
ScQts^ Salijbury w^s warden of the. wefiem marches. Art. 15, fame date, 
fame effedl; the ^ots are ill-^fpofcd to England,^ and annoy the marches: 

Henry excufes the nohattendahee of titefe pw^aiit fhe parlianoenf to meet r2th 
Feb. (1449, Rarl. Hift. 11 , Sfo.) Art. 9, 8 Juty';<1449, is t coftMliillion m the 
biiQtop of Chict^Ci^ amhitxrd ISeaumt^,, to treat fW of war, or a 

truce. Art 10 ^ lame 4^^, 2j; Aug, 1449. 

Leflcy, joi, dat^s the battle of Sark, x 450.. The I^agnus with the red mane 
of the £a&)us BOJrce is Ms^Uf Redmain, a common Engliih name on the 
borders^ from the ireign;)af ' 4 OTi(«y IV.' Sir Richard Redmain is mentioned in 
truces that re^gn, V^. F> VII, f. 93Aiid 95/, n,.i. In a French hidory 
of Scotland, VeliT.' C. X-VJ, if. 41 Kq. hift is liuhcmufi^y called Bi^nvjjh tc . 

Grand. ,';; ■ f;' '' ■■■■■' 

Addtl^t in iofS Douglal iSb^ feveieRamtcsTor the regulation of the bor¬ 
ders, probably occaiioaed by war. SeO thefe curious fiatutes of Lincludcn, 

Titus, F. Xiil, f. V. 39, io the Appendix. 


Sir 
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1448 Sir WiUitto Cricht<?n, chancellor of Scotland, John Railf- 
ton bilhop of Dunkeld fecrcta0, and keeper of the privy feal, 
and i^ickolas Ottirburn official of Lothian, had pailed on a 
folemh etftbafly to France and Burgundy. The grand objefts 
of their miffion were, to renew the alliance with France; and 
to difeover a ptoper bride for James now in his eighteenth 
yc^iar. The league between France and Scotland was accord^ 

31 Dec. ingly repeatodvin<.1:h£ mpA ^jlcmn and ample form, and v ith 
a confirmilion of aU the' preceding treaties, finoe that of 
Charjes the Fair^id;Robert I, in the year 1326 

1449 As the court pf France then prefented no fuitable wife for 
the Scotiiih king, the embafTadors proceeded to that of Bur¬ 
gundy Philip the Goody who ruled that potent duchy, or 
rather kii^dom, with asl^brated wifdom and fplendor, had in 
1430, as above narrated,^ concluded a commercial treaty with 
Scc^land for one hundred years. He recommended to the 
embaflSidors his kinfwoman Mary, daughter of Arnold duke o€ 
Celdcrland,. a4 a lady worthy of the hand of their fovereign ’. 

This matrimonial etlpgeinejat was accordingly e^^Cred 
upon, in the prefence of envoys from France, then in ftridl 

I April alliance with Burgundy. The treaty was coimluded at Bruf- 
fels; and bore that Philip fhould pay at Bruges in the courfe 
of two year? fixty thouiand crowns of gold, as the portion of 
the bride. James enfeofed Mary in Strathern, Athole, Meth- 
ven, Linlithgow, and other lands for thd^ynlent of a dower 

* Du Tillet, t'. 140. .The con!ui]iiji<ui of u dated 6 May 1448, r. 12. 

* Treaty James and I%!lip,' t April 1449, MS.;' Hm 1 . Vol. JII, f, v. 6 ; 

where h k meiaitmed that tlw found Mary, jam apbilera ct formo- 

fam;” ^ that they ratsrnefto Tiknce to cdnfohX^rles VII, who &nt with 
them endttiladon to expttlite 

Arnold of Egmont benme duke 6f GeMt^ in 1433; and cBed in 1468. His 
fon Adolf Jiaving rebelled agaiitft him, he left his territories to Charles the Bold 
duke of 6ui|ypidy. Minri Chn»n. 'Belg. Antv. 16^, folio, p. 304. 


of 
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of teii thoufaad crowns, in cafe of his :pi*cvioii8 3 eoeafeand 1449 
he rclinquiftied all the hereditary claims (rf" his wife, in cafe'“— 
her father left a male heir* ' On the fanie day a perpetual 
league of mutual defence was concluded with Philip, in 
which the duke of Gelderland was comprehended *. 

During the negotiation reciprodil intercourie, and feftivit)', 
occupied the courts of Scotland and Burgundy. A Burgun¬ 
dian hiftorian defcribes at gpftat length a tournament cele¬ 
brated, in the time of lenti ‘ at Stirliiig in the prefenCe of the 
Scotilh king, the judgi and rewarder of the combat. Two 
Burgundians of the noble houfe of Lalaih, and a third fiyled 
the fquire Mclyades, challenged two of the Douglales, and 
Halket, to fight with the lance, battle-ax, fword and dagger. 

After a feflival of Ibme days, the combataaits entered the lifts, 
clothed in velvet, and proceeded to,their paviUons to arm; 
the earl of Douglas himlelf, attended by not left than about 
five thoufand followers, accompanying the Scotiih champions; 

After having been folemnly knighted by the king, the parties 
engaged: the fpears were loon tmown away: one of the 
Douglafes was felled by a battle-ax, and the combat becoming 
unequal, the king threw down his baton, the fignal of its^ ter¬ 
mination ^ 

As 

* Treaties James and Philip Harl. 4 ^ 37 r v. 6 , and f. ii,^ 

In Dec. 1449 the dukes of Bretagne and Auljjj^a are joined in the ratification of 
the treaties with France and Burgpndy. Sootft. Cat.;, 

* De Coucy, p. 567. His cuiic^ and ii^erefting ahoals of a few years are 

publiflied by Godcfn^, at ^ en 4 of the hiftoity of J««i Chartier, 1661, 
folio. ■ Teems to have been in the donations, and to accom> 

panied;Mary of Geldbr to Scotland. For this cqmbat compSreCont. of Bowar, 

519, who mettUms Ute champions,. James Douglas brother of the earl, (a cir. 
cumftance which, with Others, occafions great dcnibt'Of his having been achuiCh- 
man,) James. Doi^Ias brodier of Lochieven, and John Rofs of Halket. 

Jaques 
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1449 As the lady had been educated in the court of Philip, he 
^ defrayed, 'with his accuftomed magniriccnce, the nuptial pre¬ 
parations on her fide. The lord of Vere in Zealand, whofc 
Ion had before this period married a fifter of James, was ap¬ 
pointed to condu 61 the bride j who-with many tears took leave 
June of the duke, and his fon the count de Charolois. Coafting, 
not without terror*, along the inimical Englilh Ihore, ou the 
fixth day Scotland afofc to their eager eyes; and they anchored 
near the ille of Mj^, where then flood a hermitage and a 
chapel facred to St. Andrew. Havi^ paid her devotions, 
the queen proceeded to Leith, where fhe was met by many 
nobles, and a concourfe of all ranks of people, who to the 
polifhed Burgundians appeared almofl barbarians. Seated on 
horfeback behind the lord of Vere,^ Mar)' advanced to Edin¬ 
burgh, where fhe was lodged in the convent of the jacobins 
or gray-friars. ' After the rcfrefhment of the following day, 
the king vifited her at midnight, and remained three hours. 
In the courfc of a week her nuptials, and coronation, were 
celebrated with much barbaiic pomp^. 

Jaqiies Lalaiti was one of the tnoft celebrated knights in Europe. Olivier de 
la Mardic is full of his praife. The Scotiih tourney he deferibes, p. 271. 
Hcrue de Meriadet was a fquire of Bretagne, p. 265. Lalain was killed by a 
cannon-ball in 1453, p. 394. Tlie family feat was in Hainault. 

Dc Coucy, 574, feq. The more minute parts, iUuflrative of manners and 
cuftoms, arc referved for that department. In the barrennefs of materials, for 
the reign of James 11 , the inforjtetion of that writer is invaluable, and yet has 
been unknown to all our bHlorians! 

The numerous bifliops and nobles, accompanying Mary in .Boyce’s d^eitful 
page, Lindfay’s tranil. 3^, are quite unknown to this honed contem¬ 

porary. From the firft pagi tothe laft Bc^e is equally a iabulid. 

Confult alfo Olivier de latMarche, -who however briefly mentions the marriage 
of Mary of Gelder to James, ** un ni.Oult beau et plaifimt chevalier, jeujte et 
vertueux toy ; et fut celuy qui avoit la iiloitie du vifage rouge.'* 


The 
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The vi«ftories of Douglas had afforded little compcnfation 1449 
to Scotland for his tyranny and oppreflion, which fcemed to in- 
creafe in proportion to the continuance of bis power. For him, 
and his followers, there wks no law,<and die country groaned 
under the moft dcftruQive aimchy, -But the lis: heavy years of 
his authority were fooa^to expire; and differed cirtumftances 
were already preparing to leffen his influence. The charms 
and fcnfe of the -queen began to inflife a more manly charafter 
into her hufband, to aroufc him from his-iethargy, and to form 
a party capable of undermining the odious pow^ of Douglas. 

James II may now be find to ha#e aflTumed a permanent 
charafter, of which the delineation^ here attempted, 

as far as barren and fcanty materials will admit. His adions 
proclaim him a prince of decifive, and: f(xnetimea even violent, 

Ipirit. In war he was a valiant and popular leader; and fur- 
pafTed his father in a marked attrition to military difcipline. 
Negligent of pomp, the equal of every ibldier, he fhared the 
mean repaft of the march, confident that poifou is leldom 
adminiftered in veflels of wood, repofing abfblute faith in the 
love of his people *. The power of his abilities, the excel¬ 
lence of his intentions in peace, are beft difplayed by the laws 
of his reign, always the itioft inflrudive and valuable portion 
of hiftory. His wifdom appears conlpicuous, in his reverence 
for the couhlels of the wUe, in guiding his moft important 
adions by ‘the experience of .OriAton,. and the benign and 
patriotic prudence of Kennedy. The perdition of the ariftocra- 
tic and tyfanniq^lmule of Douglas was to be a fpirited exertion 
of juftice to hiEptldf^ ahd' to 'his people. . Dot 'timt |uiy fixed 
plan yet exifted, fq; the deftrudicm o^ ftie ariftocracy, feems 
a rdSned theory^ incongruous with Ae ignorance and Ipirit 

• Mair, 326. 
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1449 and manners of the times; and is beft confuted by the plain 
fafts, that the families abafed are ever remarkable for im¬ 
portant crimes, and that the property, and power, which 
were withdrawn from one houfo, were ever to be beftowed on 
another. Even when Louis XI, and Henry VII, were, to¬ 
wards the termination of this century, in countries of greater 
civilization, and political fcience, to humble the arillocracy, 
an unprejudiced reader will be ready to infer that the events 
proceed rather from chance, and circumilances, and the rota¬ 
tion of fociety, than from dehgn. As to the perlbn of the 
fecond James, we only know, that it was robuft; and that a 
red tinge, which deformed one of his cheeks, gave him the 
vulgar appellation of James with the fiery face 
‘ The truce with England had been, in May, renewed for 
a very fliort time; and among the commifiioners named to 
prolong it, in September, we find Livingfton, who had been 
again taken into favour, and appointed jufticiary of Scotland r 
a circumftance which appears to prefent a proof that the in¬ 
fluence of Douglas was much on the decline. At length, in 
November, a truce of a new and Angular complexion was 
ratified, bearing no certain term, but that either monarch 
might violate it, when he pleaied, upon giving a notice of 
one hundred and eighty days 7 . 

One of the laft traces of the power of 'Douglas occurs in 
the decrees of a parliament, held at Edinburg, this year, and 

‘ Mair, 32a. “ James with the red chefk, or the ia his faccJ’ 
Chronicle end of Winton, ms. Rfg. * 

^ Rymcr, XI, 229, 231, 235, 247. Sir Alex. Livingilon oj Calendar, judi¬ 
ciary of Scotland, occurs p. 235. The paper concerning Berwick and Rox¬ 
burgh, 14 Nov. 1449, p. 244, is a curious fpecimen of knguage. In June 
1450 Dr. Methven had a fafe condufl as envoy from James. Rymer’s Unp. 
Papers, 4610, art. 49. 
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probably in the early part of it. The fheiifFs are therein or- 1449 
dered to caufe reftitution be made of any ftolen efFeils: if**“'^ 
they ihould refufe, or he negligent, ^ partial, the complainant 
is to ap|dy to the kbg^ lieuteaanti who is the fheriffs 

as if they were dbe «dbbera; as thofc 

who difobey the king’s aSs, giv«v vaader tlie(,.3royalieal, and 
decreed by thb Ibntenant^ ahd the thae« It would 

appear, from , this oidirgiiloe, th^ dieoiSce hf heuteoaitf ge¬ 
neral of the kingdom iwwited litdfeof being a (ole regenoy. 

This dangeious dignity certiaMywdii^^ after the marriage 
of the king: and Donaglas courts attended 

with the execratbns of the peof^f & is £iid that ;$ir.Riehard 
Colville, having buffered repea^ iajiiiiiMS^ fm^ 
a foiibwer of Douglas, thou^ 

revenge j vr'hich he completed m the^hn^^i^ his^^^ 

Douglas, irritated at this iidluk fallen power^ 

ravaged the lands of Colirdle^ heiiegi^ his caflle,, took it, and 
left not one inhabitant (flUve’’. That s^, in the true fpirit of 
chivalryv prUifed the earl’ff exertkm of fi-Mbdfhip: at prefcat 
this aflion appears in its reaberdowfs, as a languinary revenge* 
as a contempt of juftice, as an infult to dbe laws, and tolb* 
ciety; and as peculiarly difgraceful to him who had been the 
fecond magiftfate in the kingdom. 

The- commencement of . the king’s aflive authority was 1450 
fignalized ,by a memoralde parliam«xt) held At Edinburgh, in 
which a great number of felutary regulations were iRued 
It is ordained that a generd peace .be proclaimed through all 

* A&s, f. 18, 20 Jan. 1449, rcgnl 13—1450. Yet this parliament, being 
(lifting in the a 4 ls from that of Jan. t449*$o, feems to belong to 1449. 

* Boyce, lib. XVni, Llndfay's tianfl. 53. 

* Ails, f. aS—31. This maybe-thb fariiC with the former; but is here, 
f. r. z8, dated 19 Jan. 1449. 
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1450 the realm, fo that all men might travel in fecurity, without 
-"v-—'any protedlion, fave that of the king’s peace; and if any fub- 
je( 5 lftand in fear of another he xn&y hacvfi borrowes of peace:, 
that is a pledge for his good behaviour: that juft, and able, 
judges be appointed: that the jufticiary fhall pafs twice through 
the country in the year, as ordered by the ancient laws: 
that any rebellion againft the king be puniflied according to 
its nature, and by the advice of the three eftates; and if any 
openly rebel, or make war upon the king’s fubjefils, in defiance 
of his prohibition, the king fliall advance agaiioft them with 
the whole force of the land, ,if neceffary, and punifli them 
according to their deferts.. Thefe unufual ordinances fuffi- 
ciently paint the diforders, into which the bad adminiftration 
of Douglas had thrown the kingdom. Other ftatutes decreci 
that if any perfon aflift thofe who lhall be brought to jufticc, 
he fhall be punifhed equally with the tranfgreflbrs : that the 
warden of the marches fee that the truce be ftridly obferved, 
and appoint fiich officers as he fhall anfwer for; that admi- 
niftrators of law, who wilfully tranfgrefs, fhall lofe their office 
for a year, and be fined: that deipoUers be compelled to make 
full, and fpeedy, reftitution^ pay all expenccs, and a fine to 
the king : that the jufticiary or jufHce general, the chamber- 
lain, the coroners, and other oflSicers obliged to travel through 
the country, have but a moderate attendance, that they may 
not annoy the people : that foreftallers of corn be punifhed, 
and the coni forfeited to the king ; and that even the pof*- 
fefTors of grain keep no more than is neceffary for their annual 
confumptioD, and fell the remainder in open market at the. 
current price. 

Above all, one remarkable aft of this parliament deferves 
attention, being conceived in the following terms. “ It is 
ordained that if any man, as God forbid, commit or do treafon 

againft 
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againft the king^s parfon, or his majefty, or rife in war againft 1450 
him, or lay Imnds upon his pcrfon violently, of whatever age 
the king be, young, or old; or receive any that have com¬ 
mitted treaibn, or that fupplythem with help or advice, or 
garrifon the houle of them who arc convifled itif treafon, and 
hold their houfes againft the king, or garrifbh houfes of their 
own in aftiftance of the king^s rebels, or thatdO&ult caftles, 
or places where the king’s perfon fhall happen to be, without 
the confent of the three eftates, fhall be puniflied as traitors*.” 

This ftatute has occalioned altercations between the favourers 
of monarchy, and thofe who attach ideas of freedom to a par¬ 
liament of the middle ages, when the only dilpute lay between 
monarchy and ariftocracy. 

It was further ordained that all the regalities, in the royal 
polTeftion, ftiould be judged by the king’s jufticiary; and the 
freeholders of fuch regalities ftiould appear in parliament, 
equally with thofe of the royal domainsAs many large 
eftates had fallen to the crown, in the preceding reign, this 
meaftire ftcms intended to increafe the king’s influence in. 
parliament; and fuch was the Ipiritof the times that, to in- 
creafe the power of the fovcrci^i, was to enlarge the freedom 
and happinefs of the people, labouringundbr the Worft tyranny, 
that of a feudal ariftocracy^ Other prudent ftatutes concern 
the puniihment of robbery, the regulation of the coin, and the 
penalties of contumacy againft the courfe of juftice ^ Such 
laws ftiine like a . corufcation amid the night of barbarifm; 
but, it is believed, imparted little of vital heat tb.the political 
atmolpbere; It is ea(y to form good laws: the difficulty lies 
in the executioni The chief felicity of a nation is to have 
few laws^ and to be accuftomed to obey them.. 

*• Afts,, f. V. 3Q, c. 25., * Ibid. ♦'Ibid. f. .29, 31. 

Douglas, 
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14.50 Douglas, difgufted at the lofi of hi« power, or wifhiiig to- 
*-**''‘*^ difplay his pomp in foreign countries, paiTed to the jubilee at 
Rome, with a ti-ain of fix knights^ 'fourteen gentlemen, and 
eighty attendants*. In his abfent^ tnjiny conapjbunts were 
made againfi; the infi>lence of his dei>endi|^ts: die esni of 
Orkney, a nobleman of |)riiicely mtiiii^intOt refpoSlable for 
his talents, and patronage of letters, was fetil^ to'examine the 
abufes, and Was infiilted: the king, Juldy enraged, proceeded 
in perfott with a fufficieht foircej took the x^aftlc of Loclwnaben, 
and demolilhod that of Doti^las^. Upon his return from Rome 
Douglas fent a fiibnitfiive mediae fothe king; and as he could 
not, is equity, be reputed guilty of events which happened 
during his abfence, and for which a fiifiScient puniihment had 
been tadten, he Was gracioufly received ^ 

' ■ - A com- 

* Coat, of Bowar, 519. Mair, 322. The number is eftimated from tlie 
fafe conduct granted to him on his return by Henry VI, 12 Nov. 1450; 
Rymer, XI,, 277. In the jubilee of 1450 irirtumerable people tfrooded to Rome; 

• and rnnety'^even welt killed by the prefs, at the end of the bridge of St. Angelo. 
De Coucy, 608. , . 

” Boyce, lib. XVI'Il, 1^%’s tianfl. gji 5b. jHume’s Houfe of Douglas, 
1,336—339. Doubtful, for the caftle appears in 1454. 

In 1456, at the inftance of William i^nclair earl of Orkney ahd Caithnefs, 
chancellor of Scotland, Sir.'Gilbert’Hay traitflated Ronef's thW popular book, 
L’Arbre des Batailles, as appears from tbe prologuepabHihed by Dr. Mackenzie 
in his Lives of Scotiih Writers. Our heralds, liberal in titles, add to Orkney 
that of Oldenburg, knight of the ^Iden Jeece, &c. not even knowing that 
Oldenburg was a title of the royal houfe of Denmark, and iaidlenable. The 
other additions are as falfe. See the lifts of the knights of the fleece in Ooi- 
ciardini, de&r. de Paefi Baflei. 

» Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 57. Herne's DougU 1*339;. who 
erroneoufly adds that he was again appealed lieutenant general of the kingdom, 
a title no longer to be found in this reign. 

Under this year 1450 appear many curiops charters, illuftrative of hiftoiy, in 
Scotflanret's Calendars. The queen’s endowed lands confirmed in parliament, 

22 Jan. 
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A commiffion was granted by James to Douglas, and other 1451 
erabalTadors, to confer with thofe of EJiigland, concerning 
breaches of the truce *. B\it the earrcertainly did not deferve 
this coniidence, being engaged in a fecret plan of revenge 
againft his fovereign; and in the following month he obtained 
from the Englilh court a prote£lion for himfelf, his three 
brothers, twenty-fix gentlemen, and fixty-feven attendants ”; 
the chief perfons, therein mentioned, afterwards following the 
houfe of Douglas in their revolt. Other plenipotentiaries were 14 Aug. 
nominated, who adjufied a truce of three years 

In a parliament, held at Stirling, a long feries of regulations 25 oa. 
was made concerning the coin, in which a laudable attention 
is fiiewn to its purity, and regular currency *. 

Meanwhile Douglas proceeded in his diforderly, and trea- 
fonable, pratSlices. He attempted, as is faid, to affaffinate 

22 Jan.—PermitBoa to biOiops to make tcAan^ents, and dirpofe of moveables, 

24 Jan.—Lands to George Crichton of Cairns, admiral of Scotland, i April— 
Permiflion to William earl of Douglas to ere£V Strathaven into a burgh of ba¬ 
rony, 23 April—Confirmation of a grant by Campbell of Lochaw, (anceflor of 
Argyle,) to the collegiate church of Kilmune in Cowal, 12 May r. 14—Grant 
to carl Douglas of lands of Culter, forfeited by James Livingfion, See. 22 May ■ 

—I'o William lord Crichton, chancellor, of the lands of Cafiellaw, Lothian, 
to recompenfe the fum of 1800/. expended on the king’s houfe, and 400/. lent 
to the king, 12 June—Commiflion to Nicol Ottirhurn, and John Batrim^U a 
merchant, for receiving the queen’s portion—Confirmation of the decree that 
James Douglas of Heriftmuir is older than his twin-brother Archibald earl of 
Moray—Grant of the marriage of Margaret Douglas, dai^hter of ArchibaU earl 
of Douglas to William the then earl, 2 Feb.—Forefi of Ettrick and Selkirk made 
a regality in favour of Douglas, 26 Jan.—Confinnation of Galloway to Douglas, 
above and beneath the water of Cre, blench for a red rofe, 26 Jan. 

Such minute particulars would be beneath the notice of hiAory^ were not 
this reign peculiarly obfeure, and the author anxious to throw all poilible light 
upon it. 

.* R^er, XI, 283. * Ibid. XI, 284. * Ibid. 287—293. 

* Afts, f. 32. 
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1451 Crichton; who efcaped, and afterwards had nearly fnrpriised 
Douglas, then lodging in Edinburgh with a fmall train’, 
"fhe lands of John Hcrries, a gentleman of eminent loyalty, 
being ravaged by Ibme followers of Douglas, he complained 
to the earl without effeft, and in revenge ravaged a part of 
Annandale: but he was taken, and hanged by the command 
of Douglas, in contempt of the king’s prohibitory mandate^. 

Thefe appear trivial offences, when compared with a grand 
meafure now entered into by Douglas, and which threatened 
deftrudion to the king, and the kingdom. As Douglas was 
by. far the moft powerful noble of the fouth of Scotland, or 
rather a petty fovereign in that department, fb Alexander 
Lindfay earl of Crawford, and John earl of Rofs, lord of the 
Ifles, held the higheft authority in the north. The policy, 
and vengeance, of Diouglas conciliated a league with thefe 
potent nobles, ftriftly obliging all the parties to mutual defence 
againft every injury ’; and to fuch a conjunftion the laws 
themfelves were injuries. The monarch trembled at this 
confederacy, the power of which was. in faft fuperior to the 
royal authority; but he refblved to diffemble for a feafon, 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 58,59. Hume’s Dougl. I, 343. 
Crichton had probably been advanced to the peerage in :i45o, for his fervices 
in the royal marriage: he died about 1454. Sir Alex. Livingdon feems to 
have died about 1450. 

♦ Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 60,61. Hume, I, 345, 346, who 
feems rightly to call him Sir William Harris of Terrcglcs. This writer, who 
compofed his work about the year 1630, has often original and authentic 
intelligence. 

’ Ibid. Lindfay adds the earl of Moray, who was the brother of Douglas, 
and before in the ftrided union with him. Compare Mair, 323, who only 
mentions Crawford. 

In July 1451 Douglas had refigned moft of his lands into fhe king’s hands, 
and procured new charters, “ notwithftanding any crimes of forfeitry,” &c. 
committed by him or his uncle Archibald. Scotft. Cal. 
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though the nation, in a juft alarm, already beheld the king 1451 
dethroned, and the country pafting, from ariftocratic tyranny '•“-v— 
and difcord, into a lubje<ftion to foreign dominion. 

An incident however foon occurred, which haftened the 141J2 
execution of the royal vengeance. Douglas had perfuaded or 
overawed moft of his vaffals, efpecially thofe in Oalloway, 

Kyle, Carrick, Cunningham, and the diftridls adjacent, into 
aji engagement of attendance, and aid, even againft the. fove- 
reign himfelf. .But a few of the more moderate, and prudent, 
were averfo to fuch illegal ties; and among theft was diftin- 
guilhed Maclelan, guardian of the heir of Bomby, and a near 
relation of Sir Patrick Gray, who was Ion of lord Gray, and 
captain of the king’s guard, an office of the greateft confi¬ 
dence ^ The earl of Douglas, irritated at Maclelan’s obfti- 
nacy in reflitude, fiiddenly befieged his houft, toc^ it, con¬ 
veyed the owner to the caftle of Douglas^, and threw him 
into ftri« 51 : durance. Upon hearing ^s. Sir Patrick Gray laid 
the affair before the king, and inftantly obtained a mild letter, 
rather of fupplicatioii than of command, requeifting Douglas 
to deliver the prifoner to Gray. The earl was fitting at dinner 
in the Caftle of Douglas, when he was told that Gray, a 
familiar ftrvant of the king, was at the gate; and, in feme 
furprize, aroft to receive him with; much stpprent civility, 
and invited him to partake of the repaft. Emring the enjoy¬ 
ments of the table, Douglas was revolving what Gray’s com- 
miffion could be; and gueffing the truth gave a ftcret o.rder, 

® Among fome flight variations, Liridfay has inferted this ftory in his tranf- 
lation of Boyce, p. 61—64, and its na//veracity is far remote ftom the manner 
of Boyce. In p. 81—87 is another fimilar interpolation, afterwards to be ufed. 

The royal guard now appears for the firft time, pcrliaps in imitation of the 
Scotifli guards of France eflabUlhed about 1440. 

’ Yet according to the fabulous Bbyce it was dcmoliflied in 1450. 

K f 
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1452 in confequcnce of which the prifoner was led to a green befide 
■■ caftle, where his head was ftruck off, and taken away, 

and a cloth was Ijpread over the body. The meal ended. 
Gray produced the royal letter, which was received with all 
the relpe^ of fraud; and the earl having peru&d it laid, 
** I am beholden to 5^ &r brining me fo gracious a letter 
from the king, ei^^ially Ccmlidering how matters Hand be¬ 
tween us at prelent. The demand lhall inftantly be granted, 
and the more favourably for your lake.” He then took Gray 
by the hami, and led him to the green, where removing the 
cloth, Douglas cok^y laid: ** Sir Patrick, you are come a 
little too late. This is your filler’s fon, but he wants the head. 
Take his body, and do with it what you will.” Gray refdied 
in anguilh, “ My lord, fince yerti have taken bis head, you may 
dilpole of his body:” then calling for his horles he mounted, 
and laid to the earl, My lord, if i live, you lhall be rewarded 
for your prelent labour^ according to your demerits.” Douglas, 
enraged at this threat, called for his borfe; but Sir Patrick by 
the goddne& of his led Heed elcaped th» purfuii, which ex¬ 
tended near to Edinburgh. 

The king irritatod beyond meafiire at luch repeated inlults, 
aggravated !^ the moft fanguinary cruelty, and the moft pro¬ 
fligate contempt of the laws ; and anxious to prevent the effedls 
of the fiU'midahle league formed againll his authority, called 
a cholen council to deMwrate upon the meafiines to be followed. 
It was relbtved, in order to avoid the hoiTors of civil war, that 
Douglas Ihould be inveigled into court by flattery, and upon 
pretence that the king forgave hb pafl enormities, and only 
22 Jan. defired him to reform his future condud'*!. - About this tiipp 
a pali^rt was obtained from, the Englifo king, for Douglas, 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay, 64. 


his 



JAMES 11 . 

his brother James, araJ lord Hamilton, joined with Crichton, 
Montgomery, Gray, three bifhopa^ and others, to go in pil¬ 
grimage to ■ This fe eondna was apparently 

never ufed ; 'ah 4 Pouglj^ aawd hw encuaite arc fp ftrangely 
blended in ix, tl|it,there is ropwi 8p’ &fiw(Pk;tliat, under the 
pretext of ft |^grlnaag#^f^i^^ 

a Icheme had heeni to Deku^as^ when iu the de- 

fencclefs garb of a pilgrim* 

However this be, the earl was prevaii^ upon^ towards the 
beginning of lent, which this year happetuffid in the end of 
February, to wfit the; emvt at the ca^le of Stiiding After 
fupper, the king taking him' apart mto a feeret dui!i4*er, 
where only fome of tihe- prky cornicil, and th«"',gua^, ware 
in attendance, mildly informed him that he had .heard of the 
league with Crawford; and^ cxhsr jtolidessmd defirdl him to 
break fuch illegal engagements*' proudy refofed, 

and had the arrogance to^ upbraid the king with his procedures 
againft him, which hald forced: him^ as- he aflferted, to form 
this confederacy; The fon;fe of repeated infolts^ and of an 
outrageous contempt of his authority, conlpired' with the 
prefent perfonal adroiilv to kindfo' a\|lanle of inftantaneous 
fiiry; and the monarch excladmiiig, ** if yow will not break 
this league, by God I foali,” drew' his dagger, , and ftaWbed 
Douglas. Sir Patrick Gray then ftruck the earl with a battle 
ax, and the wound was Uiftantly mortal *. 

• Rymer, Xf, 303. , 

* Lindfay, f. 64, fays that, accoidihg to the report of tattie, Dong^S ob¬ 
tained a fafe eonduft from James under the great Hume I, 351, aflerts 
this as fafi:. and p. 361 he mentions that this fiife conduA was contumelioudy 
dbggQd at a horfe’s tail, after dte aifailuiation. That author’s prejudices may 
be doubted: yet Lefley and Buchanan confirm the fafe condufl. 

. * Maiir,, 323., . Boyce, lib. XVIH, Lindfay’s tranfl. 64—66. Hume's 
Doug). 355. 
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1452 It is faid that the four brothers of Douglas, Sir James the 
eldeft, who had abandoned his clerical charafter, and now 
became earl of Douglas, Archibald earl of Moray, Hugh earl 
of Ormond, and John lord Balveny, in the firft eruption of 
revenge, proclaimed the king a delpifcr of his covenants and 
of good faith, even at the gates! of the caftleof Stirling. Then 
collefting their force, and returning, they burned the town 
Two of their own hanae were extremely obnoxious, becaufe 
they were loyal,;’ the earl of Angus, and Sii' John Douglas of 
Dalkeith: the caflle of the letter they befieged in vain. After 
Douglas, and his family, and followers, had excited great 
commotions in the fouth of Scotland, James partly by exer¬ 
tion, and partly by lenity, prevailed on them to return to their 
duty ♦. 

This happy effedl was produced, in a confiderable degree, 
by the difcomfiture of Crawford, the aflbciate of the Douglafes; 
who riling in arms, was defeated by the royal troops com- 
18 May manded by Huntley. The adlion happened near Brechin; 
and was accompanied with great (laughter on the part of the 
vanqui^hed^ 

The civil conflicts being fn fbme mealure appealed, a parlia- 
Aug. naent was held at Edinburgh, which illued regulations tending 
to prevent a fcarcity of grain, in confequence of the internal 
commotions 

Douglas, 

■ * Mair 323 imputes this a^l to lord Hamilton. Compare Home I, 362. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 67 feq. Hume I, 364 feq. 

* ThLs battle is by Boyce and Lindfay afligned to 1453.; Harleian 

MS. 2363, written by a monk of iQnlols, dates it on afcenfiba day 1452. 
Lefley agrees, p. 304, and Ferrerius Hill. Fam. Gordon,, ms. Harl. 1423, f. v. 
148, who gives a loi^ account of this engagement. He wrote in 1545: ib. 

US- ' ■ ■ - 

* A6ls, f. V. 33. Amid the Icarcity, and imperfedion, of materials it, may 
not be improper to commemorate the foltowing charters of 1452, from Scotftar- 

vet’s. 



JAMES II. 


221 


Douglas, at length reconciled to the king, entered into a 1452 
folemn engagement, 1. Not to pretend any title to the earl- 
dom of Wigton, except with the queen’s confent: 2. Nor to 
the lands of Stewarton, a part of the patrimony of the duchefs 
of Touraine, his mother: 3. To ^ibandon in future all hatred, 
or enmity, againft all perfons: 4. To prefeiwe the public 
peace, and make compenlations to peribns already injured: 

5. To obferve the ftrifteft duty and refpedt to the king. This 
inftrument was figncd by Douglas, and lord Hamilton, for 
themfelves and their adherents ^ 

The public tranquility being completely reftored, the earl 1453 
of Douglas, the abbot of Melros, and Robert Liddel of Bali- 
mire, proceeded on an embafly to England, to prolong the April 
truce, which would otherwife have expired in 1454. It was 
accordingly protracted to May 1457: ratified by July 

James *. During his refidence in London .Douglas obtained 
fafe conducts for himlelf, and lord Hamilton, to pals to 
Rome probably with a view to folicit difpeulations for his 
marriage with Margaret, the fair maid of Galloway, the 

vet’s Calendars. The lands of Guddie were granted to Robert Norie for 
bringing the tidings of the birth of prince James, i June. The lands and 
caftle of Tantallon to George earl of Angus, warden of the weftern marches, 

30 June. The earldom of Garioch to, the queen, 26-Aug. A charter by 
James earl of Douglas was confirmed, 27 Aug. , 

^ Ruddiman, notes to Buchanan 441, 442, from a copy in the Advocates 
Library. Hamilton is called brother of Douglas, becaufe he had wedded £u- 
phemia widow of Archibald earl of Douglas, who died in 1439* 

• Rymer, XI, 324, 336, 339^ C? 

Ibid. 326, 327. The three brothers of Douglas, lord Livirigfton, the 
bifliop of Glafgow, &c. &c. are included in the ^afe conduds. See ib. 333, a 
fafe condud to fome burgeifes of Edinburgh^' and Stirling, for the fame pilgri¬ 
mage. The intentions may have been innocent; and the journey of Douglas 
in 1450 feems to have rendered thefe holy expeditions fiiihionable in Scotland 
at this period... 
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^ 453 widow of Wjllla,m late earl of Dougin, hia brother. la this 
defign he was oppofed by the influence of James; not is there 
evidence that he ever completed the marriage. 

This interval of domefhe quiet was diftinguilhed by the 
foundation of the univerfity of Glafgow, by the pioQS. cares of 
William Turnbull bifliop of that Tt Was eaiduied with 
ample privileges; and a> bull of Nicholas V' confirmed the 
eredlion. The refpedlabie founder foon after died, at Rome, 
whither ho retired from the fiibfequ^t' commotion in his 
country'. „ 

Ifabel duchefs of Bretagne, fiflier of James, being now a 
widow, was requeued m marru^e by the prince of Navarre} 
but the> propofal being difagreeable to the French court, the 
bifhop of Galloway, and David Lindfay efquire, were font 
embafladors to Bretagne, in order* to fruflrate the princeV ap.. 
plication, in which they fiicceeded** 

Keith, Bitheips, 149. On the loth Oec. I 47 l> appears a dbarter, coil* 
firming the Ubertief of the ^:o^ege ^J^rGlafgow,^ granted in 1453. Scotft. Cal. 

• Lobineau, Hift. de Bretagne I, 654. She perfiftcd in widowhood; and 
in 1459- there were three duchefies dowager of Bretagne. Ifabel had only 
daughters, one of whom wedded the duke 4 e Rohan: and (he lived , till 1494, 
after furviving many dukes and diKheifes of Bretagne; Lob. paifim. 

On the lil May 1450 James granted a charter to Sir William Monipeny, for 
fervices to the dauphinefs, the duchefs of ^ 7 «», of Bretagne, and of Auftria, 
and his other fillers, of the land* of Hallis of Airth, to be thereafter called the 
lands of Monipeny, blUieh for a red rofe. ScotA. Cal. where fee alfo 7 0 £ 1 . 
1451. A defeendant Alexander Monipeny bought Concorfault in France from 
Stuart of Aubigny : his brother William Monipeny, abbot of St. Satur, was 
chofen aichbilhop of Bou^ges in 1512. Thaumafiiere Hift. de Berry, 39$. 

Scotftarvet's Calendars are now nnhappily defedlive for four years, fripm 14.53; 
to 145 . 7 - 

In 1447 the queen of France, on. a pilgrimage to St. Michael* wa»-accom¬ 
panied by Eleanor of Scotland, fifter of the duchefs of Bretagne. Lob. fuh anno. 
See here, under ^ year 1457, further intelligence concerning the princelles. 

The 
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The deepefl: obfcurity impends fcven over the latter part of 1454 
the reign of James II, and it is almoft impdllible to enlightenv— 
the events with the clear colours of chronology. Amid this 
uncertainty, the moft probable plan of arrangement lhall be 
followed, and committed to the candour Of the reader. 

The death of Crichton, the chancellor, who had long mo¬ 
derated public afiairs, feems to have opened the way to the 
lucceeding tumults h Meanwhile the Englifh government 
complaining of depredations on the frontiers, the bifliop of 
Brechin, and the carl of Orkney chanceUori, were appointed June 
embaffadors to adjuft the grievances ♦ : and ibon after a fafe 
condu6l appears to Beatrix, countels of Douglas, widow of 16 June 
James the Grols, and Margaret widow Of WilHam, with John 
Douglas lord of Balveny, on pretence of a pilgrirftage to Eng¬ 
land, but probably to form treafonable cotinedbions between 
their family and that country ^ The cbnteHs between the 
houfes of York and Lancafter had nOw commenced; and the 
duke of York being< at this period, pdTeired of fSie fupreme 
power, he favoured the houle of Douglas^ in oppofition to 
James, who, in conjunftion with France, lupported the in- 
terefts of Henry. 

Crawford, who had joined in the bond which proved fatal 
to the late earl of Douglas, had been punifhed with forfeiture, 
but was pardoned on fufemiffiott ‘. Yet Moray and Ormond, 

• Coiwford, Off. 30, (feteir his I 455 v is followed by Dougflas. 

Yet Crawford, 34, fays Orkney was made chancellor on the death of Crichton ; 
and the former now appears in that capacity. See in Abercr. II, 430, the 
fabulous titles of Orkney. So in 1764, Dotfglas, Peerage 185, ftylcs William 
of Nithfdale prince (Datttiic ;) aftd hrd (f SpVitce, (Pruflia)! Thcfe 

gentlemen- feom ighot'ant that foreign ebuntries haVe hiAorlans. 

♦ Rymer, XI, 349. * Ibid. 

* BoyCe, lih. XVIII, puts a fabulous oration into the mouth of Crawford, 
which Lindfay, 73—78, enlarges with family affcaion. 
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1454 the brothers of Douglas, again excited a rebellion in the north, 
and ravaged the lands of Huntley and other loyal perfbns. 
Huntley aifembling his followers gave half of Elgin to the 
flames, becaufe that part of the town fupported Moray: and, 
though defeated at Dunkinty, he railed frefh troops, and 
forced the Douglafeis, Moray and Ormond,, to leave the north 
of Scotland, and take fhelter in the Hebudes, whence they 
autumn proceeded to join their brother in his grand rebellion’. 

To underftand this rebellion aright, it feems neceflary to 
throw a brief glance tm the affairs of England. In the end of 
the preceding year Henry VI,. a prince whofe weaknefs ren¬ 
dered his whole reign one minority,, had fallen into a ftate of 
infanity; and Richard duke of York had been fbon after de¬ 
clared protestor of the realm. As James was ever firmly 
attached to Henry, and evinced on fubfequent occafions an 
eagernefs to fupport his interefts, there is reafbn to infer that 
York excited, or favoured, the rebellion of Douglas, in order 
to prevent James from an interference in the affairs of Eng¬ 
land. Nor in cafe of the fuccefs of Douglas, in driving James 
from his throne, would the example have been unufeful to 
the defigns of York; nor the fiipreme power of Douglas in 
Scotland unimportant to his purpofes. The intercourfe be¬ 
tween York and Douglas appears to have been mediated by 
Beatrix, the mother of the latter, and John lord Balveny his 
brother, who as is abovementioned had proceeded to England; 
and who were afterwards fpecially included in the fewfeiture 
of the ‘family, for defigns on the Scotifh monarchy fupported 
by Englifh influence. 

When to the aid of York are added the internal caufes, the 
native ambition of the houfe of Douglas, unfatiated even by 

’ Compare Boyce lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranflation 69, with Hume’s Doug- 
iafes I, 366. But the events of 1452 are intermixed. 
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the higheft honours of regal favour; its latent but deep en¬ 
mity, excited by the deftrudion of two of its chiefs, during 
the prefcnt reign, and by other injuries and mortifications; its 
confcioufnefs that no monarch could ever fincerely pardon a 
family, which formed one ntirfery of rebdllio% which delpifed 
the laws, and rivalled the throne; its appreherdians, from the 
recent ruin of its power in the north, that if effedbaal refiftance 
were not inftantly oppofcd, the annihilation of the ftem and 
other branches might follow ;'when thefe confiderations are 
weighed, the fources of this grand rebellion may not perhaps 
appear obfeure. The inflammatory principles had long exifted, 
and were deeply and widely fcattered: the power of York, the 
money and protedtion of England, tihe overthrow of Moray 
and Ormond, and the confequent flings of apprehenfion and 
revenge, were only temporary circumflances, which fet fire 
to the train that (hook Scotland to ite centre. 

Such appear to have been the caufes of this grand rebellion, 
which threatened to overturn the Scotifli throne, and which 
our elder writers ignorantly confider as a prolongation of that 
which arofe in 1452, on the alienation of William carl of 
Douglas; but which as is evident from original documents 
above adduced, was wholly exdnguiflied in that year. Later 
writers have either followed their example, in confounding 
diftinS events ; or have, under the general term of England, 
blended the remote, and oppofite, interefls of York and of 
Henry. They alfo tell us that, loon after the death of the 
former earl, Beatrix his mother, and Margaret the fair maid 
of Galloway his widow, took refuge in England: that Doug¬ 
las accepted the embafly, in the view of fecuring the hand of 
Margaret, whofe domains Were large; and, in order to obtain 
a dilpenfation, he afterwards procured a fafe conduft for a 

VOL. I. o g pretended 
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1454 pretended pilgrimage to Rome*. That a difpenfation being 
refufed, he ne^'erthele^s M'^cdded Margaret, who in dilguft fled 
to the Scotifh Icing; and he beftowing her in marriage on his 
uterine brother Athole, the confequence was a civil war. 
But there is no evidence that James now carl of Douglas 
wedded his brother’s widow: or that Ihe returned to Scotland 
before the ruin of the family. The fame writers, who ftate 
this affair as Ae origin of the war, alfo affert that Douglas 
and his brothers were, in July this year, fummoned before a 
parliament, to anfwer for their crimes; and upon nonappear¬ 
ance, were declared rebels and forfeited. This latter circum- 
ftance wouM of itfelf prefent a fufficient caufe of the commo¬ 
tion : but the difficulty in the account of thefe authors confifts 
in difeovering what new crimes the houfe of Douglas had 
committed; and the aft of forfeiture, 1455, is infallibly the 
firft and foie aft againft the family, as is clear from the 
records. 

The fafts and authorities, about to be adduced, will be 
found unanimous in the fupport of the previous obfervations 
above given. Nor is there any evidence that James had plan¬ 
ned the ruin of the potent family of Douglas, as theoretic 
writers would infer; for he was unprepared, and trembled at 
the impending danger. The inftrument of Auguft 1452, the 
honourable embafly of the following year, indicate complete 
reconciliation ; and though embers of jealoufy might at this 
feafon be revived, by the ruin of Moray and Ormond, and by 
the Icing’s interference in fruftra^g the carl’s defign to wed 
his brother’s widow, yet the ambition of Douglas, joined with 

* Hie fafe conduct is for four years f and be intended as a rcfource in 
cafe the rebellion failed; and whether Henry or York ihould happen to be in 
power. 
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the other caufes above mentioned, will to a candid mind ap- 1454 
pear the chief Iprings of this memorable conteft. <—v— 

Unfortunately there is not,'for ite .commencement in the 
autumn of this year, that ®^4«Sice v|hich attends its 
termination in the next. The firil: events reft upon doubtful 
and inaccurate auftiorities, the ufe of which alone can 

vindicate; and all tint can be done is to iele^ the moft im¬ 
portant, and probable, circumftances, omkting ftich as arc 
contradided by tho genuiiie records of the enfuing year, 

It appears that James, diicovering the treafonable corref- 
pondcnce carried on by Douglas inrEngland, and folpe^g 
his'deligns, fentan herald to /ummon^ b^ appear before 
the privy council, or perhaps the parliament. Far from 
(hewing obedience that potent earl feat fecret m^engers to 
affix, in the night, placards jupoh the churdb*doors of Edin¬ 
burgh, charginglhe khig wth the murder of the two chiefs of 
the houfe of Douglas, and replete with iiilulting expreffions 
Inftantly aflembling a finall arnty, James ravaged ibme 
lands belonging to Douglas. It being, the time of liarvcft, the 
king not only felt repugnance in dcftroying the com, but could 
not, except in the moft urgent,hsWr^ty, harrafs his fuhgeifts 
by affembhnga largc foice: 'h« lliemf<n« and, dif- 

mifiing a part of his followers* he ordered the remainder to 
befiege Ahcrcorn* a ftrong caftle belonging to Douglas, and 
which, Vom its {a'oximity to the captital* was an <hje£t of pe¬ 
culiar jealou^^'. 

Yet the firddennefs of the attack on, his domains had fo 
much alarmed Dmiglas, who little expeiS^ed fticli promptitude, 
that he withdrew tO'the borders; .whence he’fent lord Hamil- 

• Boycfl: lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s itanfl. 70. * Ibid. 
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ton into England to requeft York’s affiftance; and a fura of 
money was immediately remitted *. 

The circumftances of Douglas were now reduced to that 
crifisy that the only choice lay between a bold exertion of his 
whole flrength, in the ardent execution of great and extreme 
meaiures, or a patient lubmiffion to total ruin. Reinforced 
by the pecuniary fopply from England, by the imagined fidelity 
of vaflals long oppreffed, hy the martial influence of that name, 
which a fucceflion of heroes had rendered the trumpet of war, 
he refolved to oppo& his poWer in the open field to that of the 
king. The armed force, that would arif© at the call of Doug¬ 
las, was eftimated at forty thou^d men; moft of them from 
their fituation near the borders, and conftant exercife in fight, 
far luperior to any other troops of Scotland. 

James had fent the earls of Orkney and Angus j with fix 
thouland men, to befiege the caftle of Abercom, when Doug¬ 
las fummoned all his force to meet him at Douglas, on the 
tenth day, with provifion for twenty days, to pafs with him to 
Abercom, there to refeue the fortrels; or ghrethe king battle, 
and force him to fightj or to leave the kingdom. Surprized 
at this intelligeiKe,. the king juftly diflrt^ing the Ibuth of 
Scotland, the chief feat of die power of Dou^s, pafled in a 
ihip to St. Andrews; and his defpair even fu^efted to him an 
intention to abandon Scotland. But die prudent and reiped- 
able bifliopof that fee* James Kennedy, a Ion of the countefe 
of Angus daughter of Robert III, infinuated modves of con^ 
Iblation, and of courage.. By hia advice th^ king iflued pro¬ 
clamations, fiimmoning the array of the north, and oflering 
amnefly to all who Ihould now join his Service: and in. a lew 
days a confiderablc fw-cc arrived; the. royal l^nner was raifed 

' * Boyce, lib. XVI 11 , Liodfay Bi. .After this the incidenttof 1454 are better 
authenticated by the fecond, andlaft, large interpobtion of Lindfay 8i'—87. 
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in St. Andrews; and the army marched to Falkland in order 1454 
of battle. Entering Stirling, attended by the barons of Fife, 
Strathern, and Angus, James remained there, till the more 
northern troops Ihould approach;, and, their janflion, 
he found himfelf at the head of forty thoufend men. He then 
advanced againft Douglas, whofe army, aniounling to near 
forty thoufand, (among whom Hamilton, at the he^ of three 
hundred horle, ^d as many chosen infuitry, was, to render 
himfelf remarkable,) had encampeii the fouth fide^^of the 
Carron, in his march towards Abercorn.. 

A battle was believed inevitable,, which was to decide whe¬ 
ther James, or Douglas, (hould have the dominion of Scot¬ 
land. But bUhop Kennedy, anxious to prevent the efiulion of 
blood, had attended the royal army, and now lent a fecret 
meflage to HamlltonyL his nephew, alTuring him, in the king’s 
name, npt only of remiflion, but of high reward, if he would 
leave Douglas.. Hamilton returned rather a favourable 
anfwer, yet heiitated between the laws of friendihip„ and the 
advantages of loyalty, when the haughrinels of Douglas epn- 
Ipired to induce him to embrace the latter. A herdd, arriving 
from the king, charged the rebels to dilperle, under pain of 
treafon: Douglas fent him back ydth deriiSonand imme¬ 
diately arrayed lus holt and fioipched tov^ards the royal army; 
but {being its llrength, and doubting the (me£i of the proclamUf 
tion of aranelly, nay thinking that he perceived its influence 
in tltf dubious feryice, and f^n Ipirit of his people, he con- 
du*£bd them bacli;;, ipto .t^ hoping ,tp^^.mAnimate their 

fidelity and emu^ge, t^forc he led tlpn to battle in the morn¬ 
ing.. This imprudent procedure was little approved by the 
barons, and leaders, elpecially by Hamilton, who immediately 
went to the earl, and inquired if he intended to give the king 
battle, or not; affirming at the lame time that the delay was 

fiilll 
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f 454 full of danger, as his people "were deferting while the royal 
'"•■''^army iv^s upon the increafe. Douglas anfwcred, with con¬ 
tempt, “ If you are tired, you may depart when you pleafe 
and Hamilton, that night, palled to the king. The other 
chiefs alarmed at his departure, and fufpedlmg each other, alfo 
dilbanded; lb that in the morning Douglas trembled when he 
beheld a filent and defert camp, not one hundred men remain¬ 
ing, befides thofe who belonged to his houfchold, or were his 
immediate fervants. Upon this unexpedled change, the earl 
fled to Annandalc, where he lurked with his brothers till the 
enfuing fprfng. In this furpriahig manner fell for ever the 
enormous power of the houfe of Douglas; which had arifen 
from patriotic^ hcroilm; and was conduced to perdition by 
ariftocratk tyranny, and the moft Ungrateful rebellion. 

*455 events of the lubfequent year are happily illuftrated by 

original evidence, and particularly by a letter from.James to 
Charles VII king of France, reciting at fome length the ter¬ 
mination of the rebellion of Douglas 

Having feiit Thomas Sp«ice bi^p of Galloway, John lord 
Lindfay of^the Byres, and Dr. Arons archdeacon of Clafgow, 
as emballadors to France, in order to Bate the progrefs and 
decline of the rebellion, James, as foon as the feafon permitted 
the tedious operations of a &ge, recommenced that of the 
caftlc of Abercorn, which had been raifed the approach of 
winter. The army of James pitched their tents around this 
ab. 8Ap. fprtrefs in Eifter week; and fo imperfedl was the art of ittack 
that the fiege occupied a month *. 

• TWs important letter is publiihed bjr D’AthtryifthiSSpieitegiuin, Vol. Ill, 
p. 8ol, of the new edition by Dt la Barre, Paria *7»3, fdio. The editor 
erroneoufly dates it 1456 ;*but the chain of events, the attempt on Berwick, &c. 
evince 1455 to be the real year. See the original in the Appendix. 

* Letter of Jsdxtfs. 


While 
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Wiule the jttenarch’a amis were thus em|»l<yyed, Douglas, 1455 
who had hitherto lurked in die borders, fled into England, V-v—' 
attended only by four or five perfons. Sut his brothers, Moray, 
Onnond, and Balveny, remaining m EuldaJe with fomc fol¬ 
lowers, they Boiniaired the adjacent country, till they were en¬ 
countered by the Scotts, and other horderers, who completely i May 
routed the marauders. Moray felling in the adion, his head 
was cuf off, and lent to James, then before Abercom. Or-’ 
mond was made prifoner, cousdemned, and executed. Balveny 
efcaped into England *. This remarkable route, fo fatal to 
the family of Douglas, happened at Arkinholm, oh the river 
Elk, a little to the fouth of the jundion of the Eus with that 
flxeam 

At length the towers of the caflde of Abercom, being lhaken 
by the repeated force of machines, an aflTault was ordered, the 
fortrefs was taken by ftorm, and levelled with the ground; the ab.SMay 
chief defenders being hanged, and tihe others difmilied, James 
then proceeded againft the cattles of Strathaven, Douglas, and 
others belonging to the rebels, all which he took, and dettroyed 
even to the foundations. He then ordered a detachment to 
befiege that of Creif in Galloway ^; and his power bdiig now 

firmly 

* Letter of James. . 

‘ Our fabulous writers place the confli^ at Ancrum-muir. Repeated charters 
of James to Scott of Kiriturd, the Batifons, &c. for fervice on this occafion, 
fpecially mwtion it to have happened at Arkinholm. See Scotft. Cal. 20 OA. 

1458, and 22 Peb. 1459. his Vindication of Ei. More has publilhed 

two of them, p. 69, 70. Branxholm was afterwards granted to Scott for the 
fame caufe, 7 03 . 1463. Scotd. Cal. The origin of the power of the houfe 
ofBuccleugh. 

Arkinholm, or Erkinhom, is on riie river Elk, oppofite Wachop-kirk ; on 
the oppofite fide of the £iu Hands Langholm caftle. See Pont’* Map of Eufdalc 
and Eikdale. The battle of Ancrum was in 1544. Lefl. 477. 

* Letter of James. Cr^e is corrupted into the C and T, f and r, 
being fimilar in mss. That Creif is meant appears from theAtts of 1455. 

James 



BOOK VL 


232 

1455 firmly eftablHhed, he returned to the capital to meet a parlia- 
ment which had been there fummoned. 

9 June In this national council the forfeiture of Douglas, his mother 
Beatrix, his brothers Moray and Balveny, was folemnly de¬ 
creed. Moray had Men in a rebtdlious cbnflid; but his for¬ 
feiture remained to be pronounced by die law: while that, of 
Ormond is unmendoned, as having been already iealed by his 
public execution for trealbn *. 

Henry VI having in the mean time ibmewhat convalefced, 
James hadlin May deftined a iblemn embafly to England 
But the battle of St. Albans having reftored the power to 
York, the Scotiih monarch raanifefted his enmity by an at- 
July tempt on Berwick. Some of the adjacent borderers had given 
information that the place might eafily be taken by' furpnze: 
but an Englifhman, who had been admitted into Scotland by 

Janes omhs ^padummt and finfejatre; andenly adds that the rebellion vras 
completely extin 3 . 

* Ads, f. 34, 36. See this moft curious and important forfeiture in the 
Appendix. The fummons againft Douglas had been executed at Douglas, 
Strathaven, and Lanark/' on the t4th April: the charges are, the fortifying of 
the caftles of Creif, Douglas, Strathaven, and Abercorn i cbnnedioos with 
Et^laod; riling in open vrar with a n^Idtude of irmftd men near Lanark; 
ravaging the lands of lord Abernefhy, the juftidary i hummg Dalkeith, &c. 
JBeatrix is condemned as' an accomplice in hurnihg Kincavil, Bonytoun, and 
Warniftoun, in the EngUfli leagues, Sec. Mbny’s lands anti efibds are efeheated, 
and t« remam in the king’s hands, npr is the fummons mentioned; idl proofs 
that he was flain before the forfeiture, whidi proceeds on his fordoing Loch- 
indore, and Tarnaway, and aiding his brother. Balveny follows as an accom¬ 
plice of Douglas: and the ad is attefied by the leals df Athole, Angus, 
Mentcith, Errol, Lorn, Erflune, Campbdl, Graham, SomervBle, Montgomery, 
Maxwell, Lefley, GIami8,Haudlton,Gi|^, Boyd, ]^hwick, and jSt^hidups. 
The date is loth June; yet the lath is bnee mendoiKid. 

* Rymer, XI, 349: a fafe condud 20th May to Kennedy bilhpp of St. An¬ 
drews, Livingllon the chamberlain. Sec. with 100 attendants. The battle of 
St. Albans was on the 22d May. 
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fefe condud^, and bound by. oath not to retire without the 1455 
royal permiffion, preferring his country to his. confcience, 
found means to efcape, and give the alarm. So that when 
James advanced with a numerous army, he found the Englilh 
prepared to defend Berwick by fea and land, and was con- 
ftrained to abandon the enterprize He Tent Rothfay herald 8 July 
to France with a letter relating this and the other events of 
tlie year; while Henry, or rather the Englilh government, re- 9 July 
mitted letters of acknowledgment to Northumberland the war- 
den of the marches, and others, for the defence of Berwick: 
and the Englilh parliament granted fupplies to guard it agaiiill 
the Scots, who are accufed of befieging it during a truce *. 

Douglas was received with favour by the ruling party In 
England, and a penlion was granted to him for fervices to be 
done, till he could recover his cRates, feized, as the record 
cxprelTes, by the perfon who calls himfelf king of Scotland 
When fuch is the language of a period deprefled by civil war, 
we no longer wonder at the trucet between England and 
Scotland, and that no folid pacification could exift: the fub- 
je^hon of Scotland was ever the chief obje6l of the Englilh 
kings, and a contemporary w'riter of that nation hefitates not 
to prefer its importance to that of France *; the Scotilh court 
well knew that this obftinately weak and ambitious pretenfion 
might feem to fleep, but was always alive. 

* Letter of James. 

* The letters of Henry are preferved in Rymer’s unprinted papers, N*46i.r, 
art. 114, 115: and arc dated 9th July, regni 33. The intelligence was fent to 
London on the 3d July: the attempt of James was probably on the xft or ad. 

As a recompence Henry excufed Northumberland from his attendance on par¬ 
liament. The fupplies appear in the Parliamentary Hillory, II, 278 ; this 
parliament met at Weftminfter 9th July, 1455. Ib. 

* Rymer, XI, 367, ♦ Harding, f. v. 234. 
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The tranfadlions of parliament are intereftlng and impor¬ 
tant The firft ilatute concerns the annexation of lands to 
the royal domains, and mentions that the poverty of the crown 
often caules that of the realm; for which reafon, and others 
not exprelfed, it is ordained that, in every part of the kingdom, 
there be certain lordlhips, and cailles, perpctnally annexed to 
the royal property, and never to be alienated except by the 
advice of parliament; that any other alienation (hall be void, 
and refumcable by the fovereign at plealiire, with all the profits 
which have refulted; and that the king and his fuccelTors be 
fworn to oblerve this flatute. This laft claufe feems to indi¬ 
cate that the legiflative power poflefled a title to diredl the 
executive: but it is fufpefted that neither the king, nor the 
parliament, then knew the nature of ablblute power, or of 
liberty. The ordinance proceeds to declare that the whole 
cuftoms of the kingdom, as they flood at the death of James I, 
lhall be veiled in the prefent monarch; and to fpecify the 
knds annexed to the crown, among which we find Ettrick 
fbrcll, and Galloway, which belonged to the family of Douglas, 
but no other lands of that houfc feem to be mentioned; a 
eircumftance unaccounted for by our carelefs writers, and 
which probably arofe from the other extenfive domains of 
Douglas being fhared among the nobles, and others, who 
affifted in fupprefilng the revolt*. The other chief territories, 
recorded as belonging to the crown, are the caftle of Edin- 

* A£ls, f. 34. In f. 35 appears a ftatute prohibiting, on pain of treafon, 
any intcrcourfe with Douglas, his mother, or brodier (Jolm lord Balveny.) 

* On the 3d July 1455 a grant to lord Hamilton of the flieriffdomiif 
Lanark, forfeited by Douglas. See Dougl. Peer. 329. On the a3d Oft. ap¬ 
pears a charter to the fame, and Euphemia counteft (dowager) of Douglas and’ 
lady Bothwell, his fpoule; coniirmed 1481. Scotft. Cal. Several new peerages 
were crefted on. the fall of the family of Douglas. See Carmichael’s Trafts, &c. 

burgh. 
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burgh, witli (otm lands in Lothian; that of Stirling, with 
its dependent grounds; that of Dunbarton, with fome ftnall 
eftates; the earldom of^Fife, with the palace of F'alkland; 
the earldom of Strathern; the lordlhip of Brechin; tlie caftle ot 
Invernefs, and the Ibrdlhips of Urquhart, and Abernethy, with 
other northern domains; the Redcaftle in the fouth eaft ot 
Rofshire, with the appended lordftiip of Rofs, a minute limb of 
that great earldom, probably retained by James I, when he 
pardoned the earl of Ro&, the lord of the Iflcs, as a key to that 
diftant, and dubious, province. 

This parliament further ordered that the office of Warden 
of the marches fhould not be hereditary: that all regalities 
in the king’s hands be annexed to the royalty, and that no 
regalities be granted in future without the fanftion of the 
dates: that no office be hereditary, and that all offices granted 
fince the death of James I, be revoked eJccept the wardenfliip 
of the marches beftovved on the infant-Alexander, earl of 
March, and lord of Annandale, fecond fon of the king, and 
afterwards duke of Albany. It is allb decreed that, in the 
boroughs, a council of eight or twelve perfbns, according to 
the extent of the town, be eftablifhed, to decide petty fuits: 
and that the members of parliament wear particular habits, 
which are minutely deferibed^. 

7 ’he national council having again met, on the thirteentli of 
Odober, took into confideration the report of an intended 
Englifh invafion; and gave diredions concerning the arrange¬ 
ment of beacons and other neceflary preparations. They then 
ordered that perfons fufpeaed of treafon fhould be imprifoned: 
tfNit none fhould pafs into England in time of war, without 
permiffion, under pain of treafon: and fcveral other regulations 

A€ts, f. 35, 36. Annandale had belonged to Douglas. 

H h 2 appear. 
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1455 appear, all relating to hoftilities, but not of fuch importance as 
'■'-v'^to merit efpecial confideration. To the apprehenlion of war 

was added a more immediate calamity, that of the peftilence, 
which extended its ravages through the kingdom, and perhaps 
preferved it from any invalion at this infeftious period*. 

1456 If credit be given to the late, and doubtful, accounts of this 
reign two invafions of Scotland took place this year. The firft 
was conducted by John lord of the Hies, who is iSiid to have 
committed feveral ravages, and even to have burnt Invernefs: 
he then retired, and was ibme time after pardoned on fub- 
miflion ’. This feems fabulous; and perhaps the fame cliarader 
may be afligned to the more probable account that Douglas, 
and the carl of Northumberland, ravaging the borders, were 
defeated by Angus, with fmall lols on either fide ’. 

From I'uperior authority it appears that James, enraged at 
the conduft of the Englifli court in the fiipply and reception of 
Douglas, entered the north of England, with a large army; but 
was met at the river Cayle, by two Englifli embaffadors, by 
whole arts he was lb far d&ceived, as to return, and difmifs his 
forces. The fraud being foon difeovered, the Scotifti monarch, 
in twentydays, raifed a more formidable army than the former,, 
ravaged Northumberland with fire andfword; levelled many, 
caftles w'ith the ground; and returned with fome fliew of 
military fame *. 

Meanwhile. 

* Ibid. f. 36, 37, 

® Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 88. When Boyce is at a lofs for in¬ 
cidents he has always recourfe from the carlieft periods to the lad, to a Donald 
of the illcs. The lord at this time was John. Sutherland cafe, ch. v. p. 2^. 
Douglas’Peerage, 361. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 91. 

* Contin. of Bowar, 520. Mair, 325. Boyce, ever fabulou.s, fuppofes that 
James was fighting on York’s fide, Lindfay, 99. The embafladors probably 
appeared in Henry’s name, and reprefented him as in power; but James was 

afterwards 
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Meanwhile Douglas was admitted to the titles of an Englifli 1456 
fiibjeft’, and continued in that allegiance to the following 
narchs Edward IV, and Richard III, but in him the family, 
and the treafon, were to become extinfl. His fifter-in-law, 
Margaret, afterwards returned into Scotland; where the king, 
commiferating her rank, her beauty, her tears, afligned to her 
the lordfhip of Balveny, and wedded her to his uterine brother 
the earl of Athole *. 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, which publilhed a few 190a. 
ordinances regulating the manner of national defence agaiuft 
England, the power of the duke of York the enemy of James, 
and the invafion of that country, leading the Scots to expedl 
reprifels. Certain rules were ellablilhed, concerning thofe in¬ 
fected with the peftilence, which ftill defolated the kingdom, 
being, it is believed, the fifth great vifitation of that horrid 
contagion. The value of coin, foreign and domeftic, was 
confiderably raifed, fo that the Scotifti money became to the 
Englilh as one to three: and fome abufes committed by the 
king’s officers, in exadting the cuftoms at fairs, were reprefled. 

The moft important ad, which was however altered in the 
next parliament, concerns the holding of the feffions, or high 
court of juftice, which was ordered to fit for three months at a 

afterwards undeceived. Leflcy, 308, is more authentic. The river Cayle feems 
Keil in Roxburghihire. 

Rymer, XI, 383, gives a letter from York, in Henry’s name, in anfwcr to the 
defiance of James, fent by Lion-king at anns. York treats James as an ufurper, 
claims homage, charges him with depredations, and returns defiance. This 
letter is dated 26th July 1456, and probably inftigated the invafion by James, 
y Rymer, XI, 381. 

♦ Stewart’s Genealogy, 171. But Sir John Stuart was not created earl of 
Athole till 1457 i Balveny was only granted to him in May 1460. Douglas’ 

Peer. 40. The marriage probably did not take place till 1459. coiifufion 

of chronology fprings from the grand fountain of. hiftorical error, Hefl;or 
Boyce. 

time; 
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1456 time; and was to confift of three eminent clergy, three barons, 
Y—'and three commiflioncrs of the burghs, to be changed each 
month; and who were to be fworn, in the royal prefence, 
impartially to adminifter the laws. The inftructions fent to 
France were voted fufficient, but their purport,is unknown*. 
t 457 A truce with England, where York was no longer in 
• authority, was negociated, and at length concluded at Coventry 
to hii till the fixth day of July 1459*'. ^ be territory imme¬ 

diately appertaining to the earldom of Douglas, with Douglas- 
daje, and the appendant domains, was now granted to the earl 
of Angtis, in which family, a branch of the former, it was to 
remain *. This meafure was imprudent, as it raifed the houfc 
of Angus to a poxyer little inferior to that of the preceding 
lineage of Douglas, and which was afterwards too deeply felt 
in the kingdom: but individuals learn from experience, while 
nations, and fuccelfive kings, feldom draw wifdom from former 
faults. That our monarchs were flrangers to the hxt plan of 
humbling the ariftocracy, imputed to them by theoretic writers, 
is fufficiently clear \ 

» Aas, f. V. 37—39. 

“ Rymer, XI, 389. York had remained in power till February this year. 
To counteraft him, Margaret propofed to the court of France that the two 
daughters of James I, who went thither when the dauphinefs died, fliould be 
married to the two fons of the late duke of Somerfet her partisan. At the fame 
time Margaret prevailed on the French king to aflift Scotland againR the duke 
of York: and Loheac and Breze invaded the fouth of England, and ravaged 
Pert (Portfmouth?) De Coney 709. Carte, II, 750. 

’ Hume’s Doiigl. II, 18, 19. The earldom of Angus paffed to the houfc of 
Douglas, by marriage, about 1381^ From George, fecond fon of William firll 
carl of Douglas, the houfc of Angus lineally defeendedi and the prefent carl 
George was the fifth of that illuRrious branch. Hume 11 , 6—ii. 

* No fooner had Angus fiicceeded to the power of Douglas, than the followers 
of the latter houfe joined the former. Sec the bond of lord Hamilton in Hume 
II, 19. It is dated 13th May 1457. 


About 
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About this time a negotiation was proceeding at Paris, con- 14^7 
cerning the claim of Denmark to an annual fiim, for the ceffion 
of the Hebudes about two centuries before®. This affair, 
unimportant in itfelf, led to the re-union of the Orkneys to the 
Scotilh crown in the fucceeding reign. 

The national council, being fummonfed to Edinburgh, 1458 
diftinguifhed itfelf by enacting a great number of prudent laws. ^ 

The ordinance of the year r 456, concerning the lupreme court 
of judicature, was reviled; and it was decreed that the feffions 
were only to continue for forty days at a time, but Ihould be 
held three times in the year, at three different cities, Edinburgh, 
Perth, and Aberdeen; that is once a year at each place, in 
llicceflivc periods. This court confifted, as has above appeared, 
of committees of parliament; and, from a fpecification in the 
aft, it feems that the Scotilh parliament did not now exceed 
one hundred and ninety members The rotation of thele 
committees of jullice was a laudable meafure, and partook more 
of a free conftitution, than the foundation of James V, origin¬ 
ally projedted by John duke of Albany, on the model of a 
French judicatory parliament, after delpotilin had tainted the 
government of Franee. This inftitution allb contributes fome- 
what to inftruft us how a French parliament dwindled into a 
court of law. Particular regulations Ayere enafted, concerning 
the caufes to be tried by this court of ftffiori, and the mode of 

* Torf. Ore. 184. A Angular law-ruit happened'this year between Jamies 
and lord Erikine, concerning the earldom of Mar; and the king unjuftly gained 
the caufe : nor was the family of Erfkinc admitted to its right till 1562. Sec a 
minute deiail of this grand procefs in Douglas’ Peer. 467, feq. 

* Each committee confifted of nine members, three clergymen, three barons, 
three biirg^fles: thefe diftinfl committees in the year amount to. twenty-fcvcn 
members; and the a£l bears that, on this plan, the judicial capacity of each 
member would not revolve above once in fovea years, which infers a total of one 
hundred and eighty-nine. 
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1458 procedure: but it is unjuftly, and impoliticly, ordered that the 
members Ihould defray their own expences. Other afls con¬ 
cern the regulation of the coin, of the holpitals, and of military 
difeipline, particularly for the encouragement of archery. A 
curious fumptuary law appeal's, which fliall be referved for 
future confideration: and one common rate of mcafure is 
ordered to be followed through the kingdom. 'Hie decrees for 
the promotion of agriculture deferve applaufc; they ordain that 
lands may be let in fee-farm, and that the king lhall fet the 
example; that woods, trees, and hedges, be planted; that wheat, 
peas, and beans, be regularly fown; game is recommended to 
prefervation; wolves, and birds of prey, to • deftruftion. A 
decent and peaceable attendance on the courts of juftice is 
enforced; the violent feizure of lands is guarded againft: he 
who attains the royal remiffion is, neverthelefs, to make com- 
penfation to the pkintilF for any robbery or fpoil: negligent, 
or corrupt, officers of juftice are to lofe their office, and profits, 
for a year and a day, if heritable; if not, for ever*. 

The famous ftatute of James I is confirmed, concerning 
leafing makings or the propagation of falfehoods between the 
king and the people ’; a law perhaps not deferving of much 
blame, during the ftruggles between monarchy and ariftocracy, 
but which afterwards became an oppreffivc engine of ftat^. 
Two other afts particularly regard the conftitution; by the one 
it is wifely ordained that no leagues or bonds of aftbeiation be 
entered into, nor any commotions raifed, under the pain of 
confifeation, and even the life of the guilty to be in the king’s 
mercy; and that, under the fame penalty, no inhabitants of 
boroughs fhall engage in bonds of attendance; or ride in 
armour, faye with the king, his officers, or the lord of the 

• Afts, f. Y. 39.—f. V. 45. » Ibid. f. 45, c. 100. 

borough. 



JAMES ir. 


241 


borough. The other a<S: declares that no freeholder, that holds 1458 
of the king a property of lefs value than twenty pounds a year,v-* 
be conftrained to come to the 'parliament or general council, as 
a member, except he be a baron, or be commanded by tJie king’s 
officer or writ This ordinance, really intended as a relief 
of the fubjefts at a period when attendance on patUament was 
regarded as a burdenfome expence, and lofs of time, has been 
•conftrued into an intention of undue influence. 

The patriotic exertions of this laft parliament of James II 
are terminated W'ith a decree, that the proper officers order its 
ftatutes to*be copied and proclaimed through the kingdom, in. 
order that none may pretend ignorance. The members con¬ 
clude with an affefting peroration, to the effect that, fince God has 
fent their fovereign luch profperity, that all rebels and infringers 
of jufticc are baniffie^, and no party able to excite commotion 
remains in the realm, if the king and his minifters be incliner^ 
to the quiet and utility of the flate, and to dilpenfe jufticc 
and equity arnong the people, the parliament therefore exhorts, 
and requires, the monarch diligently to enforce thele ftatutes, 
that he may meet with the approbation of heaven, and of all 
his ftibjedls; and exprefles gratitude to God, who has fent 
them fuch a prince to be their governor and defender Alas, 
two Ihort years were to dole their hopes, and their gratitude ! 

A fatal chance was again to reduce Scotland to the confufions 
of a minority, and to retard the civilization, and the glory, of 
that ill-fated kingdom. That the happinefs of millipns ftiould 
depend upon the infancy of one, is a paradox in human affairs, 
whiph may provoke the finiles of thofe who think, and the 
tears of thofe who feel. But fuch inftances feldom occur, 
and muft he fuffered, to avoid greater evils. Severe however, 

♦ A£t5, f. V. 43, c. 88, and f. 43, c. 85. * Ibid. f. 45, c. 102. 

' vot. 1. I i . as 
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1458 as are the misfortunes of elcdive monarchy, when compared 

•'■'''^with tibc hereditary calamities of Scotland, they lofe their 

terrors^ and aflumc tiiC' afpedt of fclicky. 

1459 Plfini^lotentiaries were named, to extend the truce with 
England, which expired this year ; smd it was prolonged for 
nine years*; The civil wars of York and Lancailer now 
mged in that kingdom; and were long-to confume its force, 
and prevent anymoleftation of the neighbourii^ ftates 

Nov. A commHlSon was iffued to Sir Williamt^Monipeny of Rattray, 

and Mr. John Kennedy provoft of St. Andrews, to proceed on 
an embafly to France, and denaand the earldom of Xaintonge, 
which had been granted to James- 1 . They were alfo to form 
a treaty with Caftdle; md to join Patridc Fokart, captain of 
the SCotifh guard, in afeertaWng and fettling the debt due by 
Scotland to Denmark; and afterwards-tip pafe to Rome, with 
Mr. Hugh Douglas’ archdeacon of St. Andrews, in order to 
teflafy the king’s obedience to the new pontiff Pius II*. 

1460 deficiency of hiftorical materials, it is not eafy to 
dilcover the pretences^ or caufes, which induced James to 
break the truce by befieging Roxburgh. It is certain that, in 
June, he fcnt embailadors to England, to confirm the truce, 
and to compofe any flight infringements-,, which might have 

* To the 6th Jufy 1468. Rymer, XJ, 426. It is dated 12 Sept, and ratified 
by Henry, 2 q Feb. 1460. Ibid. 443. Among Rymer’s unpublilhcd papers. 
No. 4612, art. 69, is a povirer from Henry, (Coventry 26th July,) to confer 
•with envoys from Scotland-on fecret matters, lately motioned by Andrew abbot 
of Mel role. 

^ Of this year, among other carious deeds in Scotftarvet’s Cale^i^ara, is a 
grant to John Dalrumpill, tht king’t mrchanlf for fervices at home and ^broaij. 
Jan. and Aug. In Feb. James ilfiicd a fingular, and rather arbitrary, mand«e, 
forbidding John Swift, a burgefs of Edinburgh^ to difiidierit bis eldeft fon; it 
is publiihed by Hay Vind. of E. More, p. fit.. 

* Scotft, Cal. 
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occurred fiiice its commencement ’: and that, on the third 1-460 
of Auguft, he was Hain. That, in the conteft between, the■ 
families of York and Lancafter, the Sootifli monarch inclined 
to die latter is to be inferred from his perfonal relation, by. the 
mother, with the famalies of Somerfet and Gaunt, and from 
the alHAance lent by the French king, his ally* to Henry VI; 
and is afcertained by the treaties when Henry .maintained ]|i[8 
authority, and the intend of war when York was in power, 
and by the flight queen, into Scotland. 

The caftle of Roxburgh was in the cuftody of William Ncvil, 
lord Fauconberg, of the houfe of Warwick, the chief fallar 
of York’s honourable caufej. It appisurs therefore that the 
embafly of June, which conilfted iif not lefs'd^ bilhops, 
three abbots, and three peers, %ad iar fOperior : inlef^Q^^^ to 
thole expreflfed in the commiinon; and was fent to promise aid 
to Henry, upoti certain previous tenm, probably that ^Rox¬ 
burgh and Berwick, held by the enemies of Henry, :sij|aild be 
reftored to Scotland, if taken by James. Gii dhe tenth of 
July the LancaRrians had been defeated at Northampton, and 
Henry reduced to captivity ; an event which fecms inftandy 
to have cxcit^ the Scotiih m<xiarch to arms, and he proceeded 
to fecure the concefllions in the firft place, as not only a necef* 
fary object of prudence upOn his port, but as affording a dif- 
traiShon to the arms of York, or a motive to their Idame, by 
holding them out to the Englilh as the origin of national dif- 
after, and difgrace. 

Accordingly, toward the end of July, James, with a nu- 
merou^rmy, well fumifhed with cannon, and.wawriiifce ma- 
#inery, proceeded to the fiege of RosAiurgh caftle; which 
had ever fince the batde of Durham remained in the hands of 

9 Ilymer, XI, 453. 

* Calendars of ancient charters, 38 H'6, p. 

112 
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1460 the Englifli, and prefented a monument of jealoufy and envy 

Scotland*. While the king was obferving the efFefls of 
his artillery, one of tire rudely contrived cannons of that age, 
conlifting of non bars, girded with circles of metal, fuddeiily 
burft; a fragment ftruck his. thigh, and the great efFufion of 
blood produced* a death alinoft inflantaneous. The earl of 
4 pgus, who flood next to James, was wounded \ It is im- 
poflible to expfefi tlw. grief of the camp, and of the kingdom, 
at the premature lofs of a beloved foveroign, in the flower of 
his age, aggravated by the circumftances, anflby the ftrange 
W'antonnels of the fatality. The young regretted the death of 
a youthful prince, of an ardent leader; the old fighed at the 
profpefl of another minority. Could any confolation have 
arifen, jt mufl have proceed|||^ from the fpirit of the queen, 
Mary of Gelder; who, immediately upon the tidings, arrived 
in the camp with the infant heir of the monarchy, and fliewing 
him toithe fbldiers, while the tears guflicd from her eyes, (he 
conjured them, by every domeflic tye, by the memory of their 
fovereign, by the fame of Scotifh valour, not to depart from 
their defign, but to deftroy this Calamitous fortrefs. The caftle 
was taken, and levelled with the ground ♦. 

Such was the misfortune which, deprived Scotland of the 
opening virtues of the fecond James, in the twenty ninth year 
of his agCj and. twenty fourth of his reign. His progeny were 

* Cont; of Bowarj 520, Mair, 325; 

* Cent, of Bowar, 520. Mair, 325. W. Wyreeft're, 11 , 482. Chron. 
end of Wintpn ms. Reg. 17 D'.XX.. .£ne» Sylvii Comm. p. 125, edit.. 
Francof. 1614, folio. 

* Ibid..but they are filent concerning the queen;, and it is with^hefltatiqp 
that Ue&or Boyce, fabulous from firft to laft, is quoted with a final adieu to 
diat impoilor,.Lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranil. 103, 104. Hedor wrote three- 
pages of the firft year of James III, but happily did not finiih^that reign, o£ 
which there are feveral original hiftorians.. 


James 



JAMES 11 . 


James who fucfieeded him; Alexander duke of Albany, wfio 1460 
was to be the f^her of John, the regent during the minority 
of James V; John, to be the earl of Mar; and two daughters, 

Mary, firft wedded to lord Boyd, and after to lord Hamilton, 
whole family, ^ this connexion, were to'form hopes of the 
royalty in Majjj^ reign; and Margaret, whomarriedWilliam 
lord Crichtoti^flon of the chancellor’. Such marriages at¬ 
tended the ignominious fovereignty of James III. 

. . ■ • i' 

4 

’ Stewart’s Gen. 69. Jean wife,of Buntley, Douglas.Peer. 299, was appa*- 
rently dai^hter not of the firft, but of the fccond| James. 
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THE SECOND, AND LAST, PART OP 

THE REIGN OF JAMES III. 


TranfaBhms with England and Burgundy^marriagt treaty 
with Edward lE-w—commencement of Englijk influence in 
Scoiland—forfnture of Rafs—fiarUament — ■ckarafl& of Al¬ 
bany and Mar — Albany's efcafie—death cf Mar—-war with 
England—parliaments—Albany m England — Glocefer'r in- 
vafon—plot—execution of the royal favourites—James am- 
fnei—truce—deliverance of James — Albany's tteafpn and 
fiigkt—Margaret the king'r fjler weds. Crkhton—pdrliamnt 
—Douglas a captive—negotiations with Richard III—inpo¬ 
licy. of James—death of Margaret of Denmark—parliament 
—marriage indenture—cotfederacy againfi James—confliH at 
Blacknefs—battle at Sauchy—death of the king. 


1472 *|^OTH’ING memorable occiirs, ai the cpurfc of the eni- 


10 Mar. 


fuing year, except the birth of a jaiiice,; afteJTwards 
James IV'; and the continuatioik of the tn}ce wi^ Engiandj 
the throne of Edward IV havbg at len^ been firmly efta- 


* Ferrer, f. V. 392, On the 8tb April <473, appears « grant te MbnciSef,’ 
becaufe his wife, a Denlk (Oanifii) woman, brov|^t the th^ 

birth of a fair boy. ScotA. Cal. 


bfilhed 
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bli£hed by the death of Henry VI, and his fon, lhat monarch 1472 
refolved to preferve the pacification with Scotland, which hadv—^ 
been fomewhat interrupted by the mutual incurfions of the 
borderers, and other incidents. The commiflioners of both 
nations having met, it was agreed that the long truce Ihould 
be ftridtly obferved; and provifions wcrt made againft any in¬ 
fringement*. 

Charles the Rafh, duke of Burgundy, having engaged in war 1473 
with Louis XI of France, fent to requcft die aid of England. 
Edward was willing to liflen to the demand; but exprefled 
apprehenfions left the Scots lh<iuld in this cafe fiipport their 
French ally. To obviate this obje^don the Burgundian em- 
baffadors proceeded into Scotland; and, by gifts or promifes, 
prevailed on James to agree to a fpeciiic continuation of the 
Englifti truce for two years, without prejudice of the long 
pacification K 

* Jlymer, XI, 758. 

From Carmichaers TraSs, Edin. 179*, 4to, p. 50, it appears that, in a 
parliament of this year, James ilTued a fingular order, that in future there 
ihould be no double treflure around his arms. It was certainly not underftood 
at that time that this ornament alluded to the connexion with France, for the 
fatfae parliament granted 5000/. towards fcndii^ 6000 men to France. Ib. See 
the tranra(£lions of 1474* 

On the 28th Aug. 1472 a legitimation was granted to Andrew lord Evandale, 
and Arthbr and Walter his btothers. Scotft. Cal. On the 13th 0 £L appears 
a grant to Juut countefs of Douglas, /ie king's at^ny widm; of fFiUiam ear} of 
Ddugbtt j and another Jan. 1473. Ibid. This lady ferns unknown to all oujt 
gtenealogifts. The William (lain in 1440 or 1452 miift be implied. 

* Rymer, XI, 772. The truce bears to be fanftioned ly James at the requeft 

of Burgundy his ally. , 

One of the Pafton Letters, 16 April 1473, that the earl of Oxford was 
at Dieppfc, and intended td proceed to Scotlanid with' twelve ihips. But the 
treaty prevertied the defign of this s^rent of the late Henry, to aiiift James in 
ihvadihg Edward’s domimoos. 

The 
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J474 The ftatutes of the next Scotilh parliament are too minute 
for the notice of hiftory ; but the three eftates defired the king 
to form an alliance with the German emperor, by the means of 
his father-in-law, the Ibvereign of Denmark: and at the fame 
time rcquefted that an embafly might be fent into Englatid, 
in order to obtain redrefs concerning the feizure of a large 
(hip*. Tins veflel was the noted St, Salvator, commonly 
called the Bilhop’s Barge, having been conftrudled at the ex- 
pence of bilhop Kemiedy, as formerly mentioned. Remaining 
the property of the fee of St. Andrews, this* (hip, freighted 
with valuable merchandize, on the account of the aichbifliop, 
(for in this, and the follDwing century, the prelates and nobles 
in England a,nd Scotland afpired to commerce,) went aground 
near Bamborough. Some merchants, literary perfons, and 
other palTengers, were drowned: the abbot of St. Colm, 
being captured by the EngUfh, was detained till a ranfom of 
eighty pounds was paid In the following year Edward IV 
ordered a partial compenfation of five hundred marks, witli 
permifilion to the Scots to file for any further redrels in the 
courts of law . 

Meanwhile a more important affair was in agitation between 
the courts of England and Scotland. Edward IV was aware 
of the arts by which Louis XI had endeavoured to fix the 
Scotifh monarch in his, interefts; and refolved to fruftratc 
the defign by the difplay of fuperior advantages. In 1472 the 
duke of Bretagrie had accufed Louis of inviting the Scots to 
affault that duchy, upon a promife of afligning it to James; 
a charge apparently well founded, for Louis had commiflioned 

* A&.S, f. 58. 

* Ferrerius, f. v. 39a. Lcfl. 316. Rymer, XI, 820. 

* Rymer, XI, 850. 

his 
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his envoy CohcrefTiult to perfuade the Scotifh king to equip as 1474 
many veffds as he could, and engage troops from Denmark ^ 

As the offer of Bretagne was a proof of the artifice of Louis, 
though too grofs to be attempted except with a young monarc h, 
and unexperienced council; fo the demand of a Scotifh fleet 
was a mark of his ignorance, Scotland having no fhips of war, 
and none to fpare from her fcanty commerce. On tlie other 
fide, James appears not to have aded without duplicity; for 
while he confented to the truce requefted by England and 
Burgundy, he imparted their defigiis to Louis, and infinuated 
that he could liften to no propofal inimical to the French alli¬ 
ance. At the fame time he defired permiflion to pafs through 
France in a pilgrimage to Rome, a defign which may have 
proceeded from the known fuperftition of James; but which 
rather feems, from the circumflances, to have been founded 
upon the fuppofition that his abfence might excufe the Scots 
from lending any affiftance to France. Louis, in retmn, lent 
Monipeny his chamberlain, to requefl: James not to leave his 
kingdom in the prefent conjunfture: and the advantages offered 
by England inducing the Scotifh king to a decifion in favor of 
that kingdom, the advice of Louis was followed, though not 
the motive 


’’ Duclos, II, 73, 75. Lobineau hift. de Bretagne, I, 716. The lords of 
Concrclfault were of Scotifh extract. Torf. Ore. 185, has “ Johannes de 
Monizon, doiniims de Congreflault,” A. D. 1460. Monipeny ? See 1424. 

* Duclos, II, 146: his work is compofed from the heft original documents. 
Even in July 1473 defigned to pafs to France, and many arrangements 
were made in parliament. Records, in Carm. Trafts, p. 52. The intention 
of a pilgrimage to the holy land alfo occupied the , more vigorous mind of 
James IV. The violent deaths of prince David, of James I, and II, feem to 
have imprelled their fucceifors with an idea, that the divine wrath impended 
over the family, and that an expiation was due. But it is impoffible to account 
foii the dreams of a fupetftitious age. 
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1474 To couate«?i^£l tbe acts of Fiaoee, aud to 6x the wavering 
refolutioa of James, the Englife monarch entered into a treat}' 
with Scotland^ upon a more folid foundation. The Scotiih 
cmba^adors, who had entered Eiiglahd in, Julyreturned to 
Edinburgh in OdJobec, accompanied by the bifhop of Durham, 
Lord Scrope* and two pthei: Ekglifh commiflioners; who 
having met with the biflmps of Glaigow and Orkney,. the 
earls, of Aiigyle and Crawford, and others appointed on the 
part of Scotland, eflablhhed an alliance upon the following 
260a. terms, i . That in order to promote the wealth, peace, ho¬ 
nour, and intereft, of Ms noble ijle callit Gret Britane^ a 
marriage fhall be coatrafted between James the prince of Scot¬ 
land, and Cecilia youageftdaughter of Edward IV, both in early 
infancy. 3. That the ttnce of fifty four years, extending till 
1519, (hall remain in full force. 3. That, during the truce, 
both monarchs fhall afHft each other againll rebels, if required- 
41. That the prince being only two years of age, and the bride 
four, the kings fhall folemnly engage to accomplifh the mar¬ 
riage in, due time. 5. That the prince and princefs fhall, 
during the life of James, enjoy the uflial lands of the heir of 
Scotland,, being the dukedom of Rothfey, the earldom of Car¬ 
rie, and the lordfhips called the Stuart-lands. 6. That Edr^ 
ward fhall give with his daughter the liirn of twenty thoufand 
marks fterling, (now equivalent to about one hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds,) of which two thoufand fhall be paid 
yearly m the parifh church of St. Giles at Edinburgh; the 
firft payment to be made on the fecond day of February next 
1475. And laftly, it was agreed that in cafe of the death of 
the prince, or princefs, the heir of Scotland' fhould marry a 
daughter of England, upon the fame terms; otherwife all the 


films 


* Rymer, XI, 814. 
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fums advanced (hall be repaid within four years, except the 1474 
film of two thoulSnd five hundred marks^ xvitich Edward agrees 
to abandon in confideration of the iriteilded amity 

Such was this memorable treaty, which, 'had it been ob- 
ferved, might have proved highly advanfaj^Khis to both king¬ 
doms; and in particular might'have faved Scotland from the 
lofs of Berwick, and from the ruinous battle at Fibdden. The 
annual payments of GacUia’s portion may be Jrtsgaidnd as a 
fubfidy of impotttnee, amounting as tnay be conjectured, to an 
increafe of nearly one third in the royal revenue of Scotland; 
and the Englifh policy in this advanced mode of difljuffemeilt 
feems aflurned in order to fecure the continuatu^ of the SCotifti 
amity. A lively writer has cblcrved timt a poor flate. Which 
is adjacent to a wealthy, muli, Itt Ute natural courfe of 'human 
affairs, expeCl to be ruled by the’mOney of her niighbour S 
and when we behold Sparta in the pay of Peffiab overturning 
the liberties of Greec^4 during thOg Pefoponnefian war, we 
need not figh at the comparifi^i of/itocient and tnodehi virtue. 

Taught by the example of France, Vihich dilburfed regular 
penfions to'Edward'and his courtiers’, England feems iio#, 
for the firft time, to have' lill l^Wit a feheme Of policy con¬ 
cerning Scotland, which was afterwards to be refiiraed, aiid 
continued, with fuccefs, till the acceflion of James "VI to the 
Englilh feeptre, Refolving to rival, or ..exceed, France in 
pecuniary gratifications, England found gold more powerful 
than ffeeU hi fixing the fidelity of her northern neighbour; 
while Scotlaiul muR find exCufe in her penury, and in the 
general defects of human nature, fojv expofing her fidelity to 

* Rymer, XI, 824—832, . , 

* Voltaire Hift. Gen. fpedtifjg of Scotland, A. D. 1559. 

’ Duclos, II, 185. Edward’s pcnfion was 50,000 crowns. 'I’he others 
amounted to 16,000: Haftings-had 2000. IKd. 190. Hall’s chronicle, 235. 

- ’ 002 the 
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1474 the mutual temptations of French and Englifh fubfidies. Nor 
muft it be forgotten that the moft able politician might have 
been perplexed in the decilion, whether the connexion with 
England, or that with France, would moft advance the honour 
and intereft of Scotland; Ib that no blame of trealbn to their 
country can reft with the receivers of the gold of cither king¬ 
dom. 

1475 The treaty, which Edward IV had entered into, had been 
negotiated at Edinburgh, a mark of friendlhip before un¬ 
known between the countries, as the Englifh monarchs, from 
precedency of rank, had ever infifted on the negotiations‘being 
corndudled in their own kingdom; To maintain tlie new in- 

April tercourfe with Scotland, EdiWardi fent Dr. Alexander Legh, 
his almoiier, on an ombafTy to that country. He was in- 
ftru(fted to give complete redrefs to the Admiml of Scotland, 
for a fhip fitted out by James himfelf, which, by a lingular 
chance, had been captured by the May-flower, a veflel be¬ 
longing to Richard duke of Gloucefter *. 

Having fecured the friendfhip, or forbearance, of Scotland, 

July Edward pafled into France with his army; but, being over¬ 
come by the money and the wines of that kingdom, he yielded 
to the arts of Louis XI, and withdrew in^orious 

* After a long interval, 1436—1475, it is with pleafure that original papers 
arc quoted. The inftrudlions to Legh occur Velp. C. XVI, f. 118, and as 
they mention that Edward was about to pafs (to France), and the Monday 
following afeenfion day is the 8th May, the date 1475 is evinced. The ihip 
is called the king’s own carweilU, (carvel, veflel:) and was taken near the ifle 
of Cageant. Legh was alfo to give redrefs for a Ihip belonging to the /ard of 
Luf (Lufs?), which had been captured by lord Grey. Commerce was thus 
conduced by the great, a Angular feature ^national manners: the expreflion 
of Ifaiah may be ufed in aninverfe fenfe, “ whpfe merchants are princes, whofe 
traffickers are the honourable of the earth.” The name of the Scotiih admiral 
is unluckily not mentioned. Spens or Wood i 

^ Comines, IV, 5, to. Duclos, II, 178—195. Hall, 227—235. 
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The parliament, which was prevented from meeting in 1475 
September by fome appearances of the peftilence, having at'*’"''’^ 
length aflembled at Edinburgh in November, iffued feveral 
unimportant I'egulations, chiefly concerning tlie coin^ A 
claufe in the late treaty withs'England beaaring that neither 
monarch (hould aflift rebels, and the king’s infular power 
being enlarged by the acquifition of the Orkneys, it was rc- 
folved to proceed vigoroufly againft John, the earlof JRols and 
lord of the Ifles, who had luppoited Douglas and his hrothers 
in their grand rebellion, had in 2462 entered into engage- 
mentf with England, and whofe cotidit6^ merited chaftifement. 
Accordingly having negledled to appeaar* when iummoned, a 
fentence of forfeiture ;was pronounced againft him ^ As foon i Dcc. 
as the feafon of the year permitted, a force was colkfted to 1476 
execute the fentence. .Some veflels . being ^aflembled on the May 
north of the river Forth, the earbof Crawford was appointed 
admiral, and the earl- of Athole general. Rofs, alarmed at 
this effedlual preparation, was induced to; fubmiffion by Afchole’s 
interceflion, which the king rewarded, by. the gift of the lands 
of Ckiny. 'Irt the.enfuing parliament ,thfe rebellious, earl .ap*. 
peared, and ftibmitted to the royal wUkt fRnis'W 4 s withdrawn July 
from his power,/an4< annexed for fever, 6b’thevdomains vof the 
crown, uith liberty ncverthelefs to the fovereigns to grant 
that extchfivc“eailddm to their fecd^d fonk.'^ title; of Lord 

of the Ifles was. confirmed in confequence, pf his fubmiflion, 
and engagement to maintain the laws of the; kingdom. But 

* A£ls, f. 61, Ferrerius, f. 393. Lefl. 318. 

’ See the execution of the fumoiorts, i6 O^. in Carni. Trails, p. 52. The 
points of treafon are feven: i. Conneilions with.Engtand, 2. With Douglas, 

3. Giving fafo vondodls to Englithmen, 4. Ufurping royal authority, 5. And 
power of life and death over the fubjeds, 6. Seizing Rothfay in Bute, 7. Ra^. 
vaging Bute. He was fummoned at his caftlc of Dingwall in Rofs. For the 
forfcituic fee Carm. 54. . 

Knapdale 
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1476 Knapdale and Kintyre, forming a cherfonefe in the weftern fea, 
were dfo withdrawn from his authority, with the caftles of 
Inverncfs and Nairn. The earldom of Rofs though claimed, 
or held, by the lords of the IfleS, Donald and Alexander, the 
grandfather and father of John, from nearly the commence¬ 
ment of this century^ it was yet no violent ftretch of power to 
refume from hereditary foes of Scotland *. 

In the fame parliament, the king, who had now attained 
his twenty-fifth year, a period to which the civil law annexed 
the title of complete majority, iblemnly revoked all alienations, 
or gifts prejudicial to his crown, or to his heirs *, and, Smong 
others, the cuftody.of his caftles, otlicrwife tlian during plea- 
fure, .elpecially tho^ which formed the keys of the kingdom’. 

j The third, an^ lajft payment of the portion of Cecilia which 

Edwafd IV thought preper to make, was duly performed '; 
but a cliange of political views was fpeedily to terminate this 
plan of pacification. 

6 Aug. national council the chief ftatute concerns the 

importation of provifipns. ^ The cpngrpigated wilHom of the 
nation is not aftiamed to declare,; pro\fifions being ufually 
very fcarce, the chief ftjpport of the realm lay in the hands of 
ftrangers^ who import them from various countries; and who 
are of courfe intitled to a fevourable and honourable reception. 
Any reftriflion, or jmpofition, is therefore withdrawn; and 
it is ordered that after the foreign provifions are entered in the 
tolboothy or guildhall, the king, and lords of the council, ftiall 
have the choice at the market price; and the remainder fliall 

• The reftittition itfclf in Scotft. Cal. 15 July 1476, from,which correfl 
Ferrerius, f. v. 393, Lcfley, 318, Buch. XII, 36. See Adtii f. 62, c. 87. 
Carm. TraSs; 56. In the parliament of 1471 Albany a'ppeaiss, ib. 51 ; in 
this of 1476 Albany and Mar his younger brother, 55. 

’ Adis, f. 62. ’ Rymer, XII, 41. 
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be open to general fale*. The ftate of the kingdom may be 1477 
better difcerned by this ftatute, than by volumes of declama- 
tion: and it is almoft unnecef&ry to add that this want of 
common induftry led to a gradual incrcimc of impovcrilhment; 
for Scotland poffeffed not, like ancient Athens, or ntiodern 
Holland, commerce, arts, and manufactures far more than 
fufficient to counterbalance the great difadvanta^ of acquiring 
fobfiftence by foreign purchafe. ’ ^ ^ ^ 

This parliament alfb decreed that an embafly fhould be lent 
to the^duke of Burgundy, at the expence of the burghs, to 
confirm and renew the alliance formerly contracted, and to 
obtain a ratification, and if poffible ah enlargement of the im¬ 
munities granted to Scotilh merchants, and a redrels of any 
damages’. This potent prince had fent conciliating letters 
to the Scotilh court, as the aCt expreflfes ; but ct^d the parlia¬ 
ment be yet ignorant that the dead body of Burgundy had been 
trampled into the ice and mud, before Nanci, on the fifth of 
January; and that Mary his only daughter was unmarried, not 
having united thofe wide territories tO the houJe of Auftria, by 
her marriage with Maximilian, till the eighteenth of Auguft ? 

But it is probable that the parliament fat a confidcrable time ; 
and that the latter may be the duke mentioned. An embafly 
into England is alfo ordered, to negotiate another marriage- 
treaty with the royal houfe of that kingdora *. 

But Edward again fitnt Legh as his embaflador into Scot¬ 
land, with inftruClions to reprelent 'that the marriages pro- 
pofed by James, between his After Margaret and the duke of 
Clarence, and between Albany and the duchefs (^ Burgundy, 
widow of Charles the Rafli and fitter of Edward, Gould not be 
then negotiated, as her year of mourning was not expired 

® Ads, f. V. 63, c. 91 . ’ Ibid. f. 63. * Ibid. 

* O. letter Edward to Legh, Vefp^ C. XVI, f. 121. 
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The fuperftition 6f James now fuggefted a defIre to \ ifit the 
ihrine of St. John at Amiens, and Edward granted a lafe con- 
du£I f6r his paflage through England, with a thouland attend¬ 
ants, for that purpofe; not omitting his earneft defire to cotifer 
with the Scotiih king*. Yet the journey was deferred: and 
James was contented' with ftriking a large medal of gold, 
which he fent to be appended to the flirine 

The frefh dilputes between England and Scotland appear 
to have originated in this, or the preceding year; but their 
caufe has not been accurately explained. The death of the 
duke of Burgundy, which changed the views of France and 
England, feems to have been the chief fource of this altera¬ 
tion. Louis XI having been delivered from this dreadful foe, 
and having fecured himfelf from the enmity of Eldward IV by 
a truce for their lives, by the punftual remilfipn of penfions to 
the EngJifh king and court, and by flattering Edward with 
the marriage of the dauphin to Elizabeth his eldeft daughter, 
there was realon to expeft a lafling peace between their king¬ 
doms*. In confequence, Edward, whofe temporary fears, 
and intereft, had alone formed the treaty with Scotland, and 
whofe only ^ures were money and luxury, began to regret 
the annual dilburfements, and to wiflh for another war as a 
pretext of raifing money for his pleafures and profufion. But 
their facrifice of the French alliance, and their inteftine com¬ 
motions, prevented the Scots from haftening into an open en¬ 
mity with England. 

The reign of James had hitherto been fuccefsful; and for¬ 
tune had fhowered favours upon him, which to his wifer pre- 
dcceflbrs had been denied. The acquifition of Roxburgh, 


‘ Rymcr, XII, 53. 

' Du Cange Traite hift. du chef dc St. Jean, Paris *665, 4to, p. 128. 
• Duclos, II, 275, 283, 300. 
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Berwick, the Orkneys, and Shetland; the honourable mar¬ 
riage treaty with England, the refomption of the earldom of 
Rofs, were Iplendid events, which prevented the eruption of 
public difeontent at matiy new and arbitrary meafures. But 
James had provoked deep and inveterate hatred; and, having 
no ftanding army, could not rule by fear alone. A great 
alteration is now to take place; imprudence is to incur the 
ufual deftiny: and a thick cloud of crimes, and misfortunes, 
is to darken the fucceeding years of this reign. 

The charader of James was ftrongly contrafted by thofe of 
his brothers, Alexander duke of Albany, and John earl of 
Mar. While the king, in folitary retirement, mdulged his 
favourite ftudies of mufic, architedure, and aftrology, he forgot 
the duties, amid the idle amufements,. of a monarch. The 
nobles, in the feudal ages, feldom .yifiting the court, except 
upon occafions of bufinefs, or high feftiyals, and being igno¬ 
rant of the arts in which James delighted, he had recourfe to 
the converfatioli of thofe who excelled in them j but forgot the 
majefly of the fovercign fo far as to.make companions and fa¬ 
vorites of men of mean origin; imitathig Louis XI who had 
raifed his barber Oliver le Dain to great wealth, and high 
dignities ; but a ftranger to the ftanding army, large revenue, 
and other refources, which enabled that king to cnifh the lofty, 
and exalt the humble. Cochran a mafon or archited, and 
Rogers the Euglifh mafter of mufic, were refpedable names 
among the favourites of the Scoiifh king, when followed by 
thofe of Leonard a fmith, Hommil a taylor, and Torphichau a 
fencing mafter The contempt and indignation of the no¬ 
bility were extreme, when they beheld the public favour of 
the fovereign to thofe minions, joined with a pointed negledrl 
of their liaughty order. 


VOL. I. 


• Ferrer, f. 395. 
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i2^y% Albany was a fenfibfe and fpiritsd prince, fbnd of martial 
> carercifes, of fine horfes, and of attendants taB and vigorous, 
in person; be was of a micMle ftaturc, ftrong, and well prc^r- 
tioned: his broad fiboulders, and blooming yet Bern conote- 
Siance, engaged the praife of a martial age: and his known 
conragc, if we believe an hiftorian, was the only caufe why 
the nobles did no* rebcd againft James, while he lived in amity 
with this brotherMar added fuperior ftature to youth, 
beauty, and elegance of perlbn: his gentle manners won every 
heart; nor dSd he yield to his brother in the favourite exercifcs 
of the ncbility, or in his attention to the breed of his war- 
horfes : and in hunting, hawking, and every knightly paftime, 
his Ikill and grace were admired *. 

The wardenftiip of the caftern marches had been affigned to 
Albany, for life, by his father James II; to which the honours 
of governor of Berwick, and lord lieutenant of the borders, had 
been added. From his fatl^r he alio derived the earldom of 
March, and its Brong caftle of Dunbar *. If we credit Liud* 
fay, who (ibmewhat depraves his information by reprel'ent- 
ing Alexander lord Home as chamberlain fince the reign of 
James H, wlule he held not that office till the commencement 
of that of James IV, a violent enmity had taken place between 
Albany, and the Homes and Hepburns, whofe eftates lay con¬ 
tiguous to h« earldom of March. In order to ruin Albany, 
his enemies applied to Cochran, who refented that prince’s 
contempt, while he dreaded his power; this favourite knowing 
the weak part qf his fovereign’s-chara6kr, procured a witch 
to pronounce to James, that he fhould be llain by one of his 
neareft kindred; and his children being infants, the fiifpicion 
fell upon :}iis brothers, andded to their ruin. Buchanan im- 

* Lindfay, 114, IT5. * Id. 115. ® Ibid. The ail of forfeiture, &c. 
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putesthe king’s enmity againfl: ihas brotliers to a. pTophdy of 
Andrew, a Flemifli aftroioger, and fiiverite of lames, that in 
Scotland a lion Ihould be devoured by his whelps; which, if 
a real predidion, was fmgukr in ks acooroplifliment; but the 
account of Litrdfay is more probaUe, as the ktter emblem 
could not point to brothers. From the account of Ferrerius, 
which is the moft ancient, it appears that Mar was accufed of 
ufmg magical arts againft the king’s iife ♦. Jn oar choice of 
weak motives, we are however iedt certain that the tyranny of 
James was ftrong: nor is there the ihasMeA reaioa to iufb* 
from the bafe treaty made with Edwaod I¥ by Albany in 
1482, and to whidk he was driven % de^ttir nod re£b^nieat, 
that he now entertained any difloyal 4elf^s; kr le& any in- 
tercourle with Engknd % which icn^dMn he did not vkic till 
three years after his efcape to Frauice; and even the# yt^as in¬ 
duced by the l^ciai invitation, smd h^refted views, of Ed¬ 
ward. It is however not imptohablie Albany and Mar, 
having aMb encoaaatered the long's ^Ared the re- 

fentments of the nobles, and with thena .confpked agaiiift the 
royal favourites, who had fufficieik iei&eiell and addrels to con^ 
found their hifety with that of the goverameat. Amid thedark- 
nefs which attends the ooftnod^qn ^'CFimoS* it bclcMigs to can¬ 
dour, and reafon, to in&r a motive enoxi^ to blunt the 
feelings, and oomipt the heart, ifiar •hanaen depravity cannot at 
once proceed to the utmoft degree: but when wc ipeak of the 

• Lindfay, 116, 117. Buch. Xlh 37. Ferrer, f. v. 393, followed by 

Lefley 320. ^ 

* Could any conne^Uons between Albany Mar and Englaed^he dtfeovered, 
preceding 1479, they might vindicate James j for certrin it is tliat Albany af¬ 
terwards branded the king as a baftard, (fee letters of Dacre in the reign of 
James V,) and oyenly aiTumed the royal title. It is eanarkable that the peers, 
in 1488, never objeAed the death of Mar, or exile of AU»ny, tp James. 
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1478 “ good old times,” let us refledl that the three contemporary 
ibvereigns of France, England, and Scotland, were aU Hained 
with a brother’s blood. 

1479 However obfcure the origin of the tempeft might be, its 
efFe 61 s were apparent and dreadful. Mar was feized by the 
king’s command, and confined a clofe prifbner in the calUe of 
Craigmillar, near Edinburgh. Albany was committed to 
Edinburgh caftle; and Evandale the chancellor was font to 
beflege his fortrefs of Dunbar, which foon yielded, the gar- 
rifbn withdrawing in boats to the Englifh coaft®. 

As the defpotic temper of the king was certain, his frater¬ 
nal affeflions dubious, Albany thought proper, after a confine¬ 
ment of fome duration, to contrive means of efcape. Either 
by concert, or chance, a French vcffel arrived in the Forth, 
and anchored near Newhaven, a fmall and little frequented 
port to the weft of Leith, and of ftiort and eafy accefs from 
Edinburgh. The captain, either in the plot before, or now 
gained by Albany’s emiffarics, pretended that his cargo con- 
hfted of excellent wines ; and lent to the caftle to requeft the 
duke to honour him by the firft choice. Two finall calks of 
malmfey, then a favourite wine, were ordered: and the cap¬ 
tain in one of them concealed a roll of wax, inclofmg a paper 
of intelligence and directions; while the other conveyed a long 
rope, the mean of deliverance. As the duke’s meflenger was 

* The accounts of Ferrerius and Lindfay are Angularly confnfed. The 
former dates the flight of Albany to France in 1471 ! The latter blends events, 
and periods, totally diflind. Lefley and Buchanan are more accurate. At the 
liege of Dunbar, the lairds of Lufs, rand Craigy-wallace, and Shaw of Sauchie, 
loyalifts, were flain by one cannon-lhot. Lefl. 319. The names of the defen¬ 
ders, who were conviSed of treafon, 3 Ofl. 1479, may be fecn in Carm. 
Trafts, 61. The forfeiture of Orkney, father-in-law of Albany, and Sir 
James Liddel, Abercr. 11 , 429, Teems known only to that inaccurate author. 
See 1463 for the origin of his error. 
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a confidential domeftic of tried fidelity, he was Intrufted with 
the fecret, and ferved his maker’s defign with zeal. After 
flipper the commander of the fortrefs went to the king’s apart¬ 
ment to receive his orders, James lodging in the caftle at the 
time; and having ordered the gates to be fhut, and fct the 
watch, he returned by appointment to Albany’s chamber, to 
enjoy a collation and wine. The duke and his fervant were 
abftemious, while they artfully engaged the commander, and 
three of the garrifon who guarded the prifoner, in repeated 
draughts of intoxication. Secure in their fleep, or in their 
death, for according to fbme accounts the odious guefts were 
flain, Albany and his domeftic proceeded to a retired part of 
the wall, concealed from the view of the watch;, and the rope 
being fixed, and let down, the fervant firft explored the dan¬ 
gerous height: but from the fhortnefs of the rope, fell, and 
broke his thigh: the duke guarded againft the fame fate, by 
increafing the length with the torn iheets of his bed, and de- 
feending fafely, firft carried his faithful domeftic on his back 
to a place of fecurity ; and then proceeding to Newhaven made 
the fignal appointed, and was received on board the fhip, which 
immediately failed for France.. The king was fo much fur- 
prized at this efcape, almoft from his own prefence, that he 
would not yield to convitftioni tftl he had himlelf examined the 
prifoner’s apartment, and feen the fpot and inftrument of his 
flight. Vain orders were given to fearch the caftle, and fend 
out horfemen on all fides, with pforaifes of high reward, be¬ 
fore the truth was difeoyered 

Albany 

’ Ferrerius and Lefley are contented with mentioning, and both unchronolo- 
gically. the flight of Albany to France. Buchanan XII, 39, details the efcape 
from the caflle ; and Lindfay, 132—135, is agreeably circumftantial, but, like 
moft writers of anecdotes, is inaccurate. He fuppofes Albany to have fled to 

England 
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Albajfty Mviftg arrived in France went to Paris, where he 
was lionotoably received s Gaaoourt in the king’s name, and 
the magiftrates and ctmncil of the city, awaiting on the road 
with congratulations. Louis ordered Monipeny and Coircref- 
lault, Scotilhm^ ^ laidc, to attend the duke; and his ex- 
pences Were defrayed by the toyai favour., but his train not 
exceeding twelve perfons there was no great room for munih' 
Oence 

A different fifte awaited Mar, who, inff:oad of an open trial 
by his peers, encountered a private condemnation by the king’s 
domeftic council, apparently oonffifting of Goebrnn and the 
Other Jminiotts’. The ^nirfortunate was afterwards 

brought IfirOm 'CraigmUlar to the Cancargate of Edinburgh, 
where a veinWa^ cut, and ’he was allowed to bleed to death; 
an ealy mode of extintCrion, preferred by the philofophy of Se¬ 
neca, and the luxury df flPetroftias Several peribns of both 

fexes 

England'in 1479, and to have pwfiiadedJEdward to fend an army in 1481,, to 
ddiver James from his peers. James thus reconciled became afterwards jealous 
of Albany, and imprifoned him in the caftie of Edinburgh, whence he cfcapcd 
to France in the manner l|tetttioi#ed in the text inA firange perverfion! 
In 1479 Albany palRd'to France t 'la a483 "to England. Lsilcy is the'only 
Writer 6f bur hiftory, who know^ a Uttle,-a -vtry Uttk, of chronology. The 
brief chronicle at the end of Winton, ms. Reg. 17 dxx, rightly dates the 
flight of Albany to France in 1479. 

’• Chronique Scandaleufe, written by a eoritemporary, at tfae'cnd of Comi- 
nds, cd. 1706, at the -year 1479, p. '2^7- Albarty was slocked ** en la snic 
Sain£i Martin, a I’enfeigne du coq his train was de.dix a doiix chovaux.” 
Ib. 258. Compare the accurate Duclos II, 370, 371, who dates the arrival 
of Albany in Paris, “ s’etant fauve d’un chateau, ou le rol fon frerc le retenoit 
prifonnier,” about the month of September 1479. He was forfeited 4 0 £i. 
J479. Carm. Trails, 61, 62. 

'* Ferrer, f. v. 393. Buch. XII, 38. T^or docs any vcftigcUf an open'ftrial 
appear on the records. 

* Ferrerius, ib. “ feifla quadam vena, ad mortem ufque effuilt Jangulnm." 
Buch. Xll, 38, “ vena refeiffa, mori eji coaStus." Lefley is as vague as fer¬ 
rerius. 



JAMEJ 5 HI. 


j^xcs were, at the fame time, condennkn,^d ajid, executed, for 1479 
conipiring in the pretended magical praiiftifes of Mar againft 
the king’s life *. 

The wars between England and 5 cotlai»d, now begin to be 1480 
more unfrequent, and upon this accoujit to dfpfenre greater 
attention; that which now commenced is the nwfli ^aeniorable, 
lince the battle of Sark, a l^ace of more than thjrty years: 
and fimilar diftances divide th,e prefent contention, Ae battle, 
of Flodden, and that of Pinkie^ The great mequal^y of tla^ 
conteft is matter of glory to the fmalleff ftate, vjjhich unhappiljf 

rerius. Lindfay, 119, “ murdered and flain in, the Canongate, in a bathings 
vat.” The contemporary chronicle, at the end of Winton, fays at 1479 that 
many witches and warlochs were burnt; and that Nfer was slajm, bccaufe he 
favoured the witches and warlochs, (magicians.) Almoft the only, new and r«^ 
markable paflage in Drummond of Hawthorntjen’s hiftpry is, that Mar l?cing 
feized with fever and frenzy, was put into a bath, and fome veins opened for 
his cure \ but he died through his own rage, or the negle^ of the attendants. 

For this he quotes “ B. W. E. who was living in that time, and whole records 
vve h^ve followed,” p. 91, ed. 1.655, certainly bi^op WUl.iam Elpbioilon, m 
A bcrcr. II, 4:^9,, and other writers ynfer. ^^ith reverenpp to Drummon«l’s, 
genius, and love of truth, arguments arife that he was here impofed on by fome 
carelefs or defigning antiquary. 1. The hiftory aferibed to Elphinllon is extant 
in the Bodleian library, (the very copy ufed by Drummond, as appears from 
Craw. Off. 52,) and only extends to the death of |amcs f, *437* 2. Hadi 
Drummond ufed l^lphinfton’s hiilory of laipcs II apd. Ill, (a. great defidcratum 
in out literature,I lie muft have cpriched bis pages with new fafls, inftead of 
tranferibing, as he does, Boyce, Ferrerius, Lefley, Buchanan. 3. The cure 
was new, and probably unknown in that or any age. 4. It was indifpenfablc 
(0 the king's repuution to inftitute open infarmatbns, concerning the caufes of 
his brother’s death. 5. Granting the evidence, ^(phinfton’s teftimony would, 
ip itfelf be highly pbjcfliionable, he being t;hc friend of Sheyis, and the favouritq 
of Jiimes [II, to whom he owed his preferments. Keith, Bifhops, 68, 69. 

* Ferrer, f. v. 393. Left. 320.—Buchanan XII, 38, fays twelve witches 
were burnt. They were accufed of confuming a waxen image before a fire, to 
affedf the king’s health by magic: the punidiment is jtulified by (he dejign., and 
by the belief of rhe tfoics. This is, it is belipYcd* witches 
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1480 cither declined, or was ftationary, in wealth, and power; 
while the other was rapidly progreflive. Henceforth defeated 
in every great conteft, tlie Ipirit of Scotland remained unim¬ 
paired ; and while her foldiers knew not the name of fear, 
they might execrate the caprice of chance, and the want of 
military Ikill, patience, and genius, in their leaders. The 
hiftorian of the houfe of Douglas hefitates not to pronounce 
that, fince the fall of that family, Scotland has performed few 
deeds of arms many of that illuftrious progeny were indeed 
6 orn generals, and the deficiency of fuch fingular genius, which 
depends upon great and prompt faculties, cool intuition, and a 
kind of prefcience, and to which the impetuofity of the na¬ 
tional character is highly adverfe, was repeatedly felt by this 
warlike kingdom. 

If it be often dubious, even in modern times, which of two 
warring nations was the aggreffor, a fuperior certainty is not to 
be expeded in remote ages. Some aflert that Edward IV was 
the author of hoftilities; while others affirm that Louis XI 
excited the Scotiffi king to arms. The latter opinion might 
be lupported by the treaty, which was entered into, in the end 
of the year 1479, between Edward IV and the dukes of Auftria 
and Bretagne, the foes of Louis ♦: but as the French monarch 
pretended ignorance of that tranfadion, and continued to pay 
Edward’s penfion, and to cultivate his amity, dreading left he 
Ihould openly aflift the Flemings, with whom the French were 
at war, it does not feem probable that he fhould wiffi, by in¬ 
citing the Scots to arrirs, to provoke the decided enmity of 
England. A diverfion of a part of Edward’s force vs'as all that 
could have been gained; while the practices of Louis might 
have been puuilhed by the remainder. Other arguments againft 

’ Hume’s Dougl. I, 384. • Dudos, II, 374. 

this 
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this fuppofitlon arife from the filence of Comines, that great 1480 
contemporary, and other.French writers, concerning this war,'^*^ 
or any part taken by Louis in‘its*|||^ovocation; and from the 
reception of Albany in France, M^hich argues no friendflilp 
between Louis and James: the truce of fifty-four years, and 
the marriage treaty with England, having confiderably impaired 
the connexion betweei^^France and Scotland. On the other 
hand, as is before obferved, it is certain that in 1478 Edward, 
by difeontinuing the payment of Cecilia’s portion, had infringed 
the amity with Scotland, whole relentment had only been fiip- 
prefled by the commotions in the royal family, and by the long 
difufe of war. But to guard againft any hoftile intention of 
the Scots, Edward, on the twelfth day of May 1480, had 
named his brother Richard duke of Glocefter, the future ufurper, 
lieutenant-general of the North, and appointed him to lead an 
army againft his inveterate enemy the Scotilh king; whom he 
accufts of an intention to violate the truce, and enter the 
Englilh territoaes, “ in contempt* of his own fame But in 
tlic fame of crimes Edward and James were equal; and to that 
of virtues their pretenfions were fimilar. Some incurfions 
having been made by the Soots, Edward, on the twentieth of 
June following, commanded his arr^ to be in r.eadiHefs; yet 
no important hoftility followed, till the enfuing year. » 

® Rymer, XII, 115, “ Spreta ipfius nominis, omnifquc nobilitatis, fama.“ 

• It isrifiblc to obferve the ignorance of Abetcromby, II, 434, and Granger, 
(Maitland’s hift. II, 68a,) who fnppofe the term mbilitas, (noblencfs of mind, 
honour,) to apply in a moi|irn ieAfe to the Scotifli noMity, and fa^ly infer that 
Edward was no {Iranger td'iihe difeontents of the ScoUih nd>les! 

Abcrcromby, II, 434,^unchronologicaUy places a fi^ of Berwick in this 
year, which Lefley, 3«li dates 1481, Ferrcrius, 394, in 1484. The chronicle 
at the end of Winton fays that, in 1480, Angus burned Bamborough, arid re¬ 
mained three days in England. 

VOL. I. 
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1481 In his averilon for war James fent a heraU to the Englifh 
'■—court, offering to redrefsi any infringements of the truce com¬ 
mitted by bis fubjefts, provided that Edward would condefcend 
to the fame terms: but the herald was difmiffed without 
anfwer, a circomftance which of itfelf fixes the violation upon 
Edward Louis XI having fallen into the malady, which in 
two years terminated his exiftence, Inward had entered into 
an aftive alliance with Maximilian duke of Auftria, who en¬ 
gaged to pay him a.penfion equal to that allowed by Louis; lb 
that the Englifii king was now at liberty to purfiie his own 
c March meafures ’. Accordingly he ordered preparations to be made 
for the march of his army to the frontiers *; and from the writs 
it feems that a fiege was propofed, which it is realbnable to 
infer was to be direfted againft Berwick, the lofs of which was 
not a little regretted by the En^ilh. 

2 April To provide againft the defigns of the enemy, a parliament 
was aflcmbled; the llatutes of whidi, and of in preceding 
reigns, leave it doubtful whether the right Jl^ace and war 
w'asconceived to belong to the king, or to the national council; 
but in thofc ignorant ages no political department was properly 
divided or underiftood. Yet the fears, and confcious unpo¬ 
pularity,-of James induced him to defcrt his defpotifm on this 
occafioni and to fubmit much to the deliberations of parliament. 
Befides regulations concerning the length of Ipears, and nature 
of defenfive armour, all perfons aflembling to the army are^ 
prdiibited, on ievere penalties, to commit any damage, or 
l^il, in the Scotilh dominions; and iMKitffleson the borders, 
and eaftern coaft, arc ordered to be repaid, and provided with 
garrilbns, and provifion 

* A£ls, 1481, f. V. 65. ^ Rymer, XII, 126,127. • Ibid. 140. 

* Afls, f. 65. A tax of 7000 marks was granted, to visual Berwick for 
forty days. Cartli. Trafts, 65. 
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The campaign neverthelefs ended with little glory, or ad- 1481 
vantage, to either fide. About lixty Scotifli hamlets were burnt 
by the incuriions of the EngUfh; j0td the fleet of Edward, en¬ 
tering the Forth, captured eight veffek, and gave to the flames 
the village of Blackhefs and another iKip which lay there; 
after which afljons it re^uned its native fliores;*^;-*^ The Scotifli 
borderers carried deflru^ioa idlb Enghmd: and the Englifli fleet 
returned, but found the eoafts fo Well, guarded, that the latter 
expedition was ineffeftual h Andiw(« Wood of Leith, in par¬ 
ticular, (hewed diflinguiflied Courage » the maritime forvice 
Meanwhile Edward entered into a tmt)r with foe lord of foe 
Ifles, whofe misfortunes had not ta«^ him prudence, and 
who followed foe hereditary co^duSt of Wa fiunily, imee the 
invafion of Edward I, and which waa to W c^tii^ to the 
reign.of Edward VI It is (aid that James led his army into 

England, but was met by the .papal iegate, who denounced a 
peace among ^ potentates of fou weft, in order to oppofe foe 
Turks, who H-thc preceding .year b^ taken Otrantoi and 
alarmed all Italy: upon which the king returned, and diflnifled 
his army, while Edumrd little regarded the pontifical mandate *. 

This is highly probable in poi^ of chronology; but as a fimilar 

y-. ■ .il.'', • . ■ '' , . • 

• ty . 

* Ferreriiis, 394. Lefley, 32^ 321, Rymer^Xll, 139, has publiflied fome 
naval commiflions of.Edviard, 15 Fcd;^ 148^. 

* Ferser. ib- * W hiia^ M»:ch |.| 33 . 

* Rymer, XII, 140 powW' to* treat with tlii lord of the ifles and Ponald 
Gorme, 2* June. ’ ^ This peW, end ft prieft named Rait, (for old leccads ^ 
almofl uaivcrfally implies a^^ the iboj|i/(s is put after the aame,) are 
meiuiofted in the adts. of parliament, f. 64, as having wifltdravhit into England 
about (477. Yet in Aug. 1481, occurs a huge grant to. Johja of llay, lord of 
the illes, for good fervices. Scotft. Cab 

* Ferrerius, 394, b-efley, 321. They ludicroufly introduce the lord of the 
ifles, as a mighty leader in, the. army of James 1 Had they called him Donald, the 
continuation of Boyce’s fund of fable would have been yet more Angular. 
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1481 event occurs in a preceding reign, it is difficult to believe the 
’—repeated fuccefs of the feme ftratagem; and the fiege of 

Berwick not being attempted by the Englifh, it may fcem that 
the royal hoft, efpecially affembledfor the defence of that place, 
was in confequence difbanded. 

1482 Another parfiament being fiimmoncd, the members engaged, 
iSMarch with great warmth, in the national enmity againft England 

The depredations of the Englifh by fea and land, being more 
fenfibly felt after fo long a period of peace, and being perhaps 
direfled by tfce innate cruelty ofi^Olocefter, the commander in 
chief, appear to have excited an indignation remarkably keen. 
But the decency of modern times is furprized to find the 
legiflative body ufing terms’ of fuch afperity, as repeatedly to 
ftyle the Englifh fovereign, Edward the reifar, that is the robber, 
or pirate; a title due to many kings, but feldom employed. It is 
added that Edward “ calls himfelf king of England,” for the 
conneflion between Scotland, and Henry VI, not forgotten. 

The three eftates engage that, fince Edward whtis refolved to 
profecute the war, which he had unjuftly commenced, they 
fhall maintain a firm obedience to their ibyereign, with their 
perfons, fends, and goods, in defence of his perlbn, his fuc- 
ceffion, the realm, and the fubjefls; "as they, and their an- 

‘ A&s, (. y. 65, feq. iiMj|eotnparQ the ^ition by Mn^ay ofGlendook, p. 80, 
where the date,,!8 March 1481-2, is rightly affigned*^ Abercromby, Granger, 
Guthrie, &c. confound this parliament with that of April 1481. Lord Kaims, 
Hift. Law Trails, 44!, has publilhed the trial of lord Lyle ini this fefhon, which 
flicws that it ctramcnced on the 18th March 1481-2. ^ The trial was on the 
22d March 1482. See alfo Carm. Trails, 63. The VioleriCe of the language 
was palpably excited by the ravages of the Englifli in 1481. Incredible confu' 
lion has arifen in our hillory, and records, from the varying commencement of 
the year, in the Roman mode 1 Jan. or according to the manner of the weft, 
25 March. See I’Art. de verifier les dates, p. iii to xi, for a complete ex¬ 
planation. 
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€eftors had done formerly.* They order all men within the 1482 
kingdom to be prepared, npdn a warning of eight days, or lefs"v— 
if heceflary, to attend, th^ king^ in'arms, and with provifiotis for 
at leaft twenty days:;; and a regvilation is given concern'ing 
couriers, or pofts, to convey orders'and intelligeitce In con- 
lideration of the king’s great; expence, in repairing and fortify¬ 
ing the walls of Berwick, andi! the caftle, in providing them 
with artillery, and in maintaming a garrifon of five, hundred 
men in'the town, the eftates oblige therafelves to fiipport gar- 
rifons in thirteen forts, upon the borders; the Hermitage is to 
receive one hundred men, the others from twenty to fixty. This 
fiatute is Angular, and interefting in many rcfpeds; the chief 
captains are nominated by the ftates, who ordain that the 
captains fliall appoint their lieutenants, and ftiall receive the 
pay of their foldiers at the rate of. two Ihillings and lixpence 
for every fpear, and two ihillings for each bow *; the garrifons 
confifting of equal portions armed with thefe weapons, ^aiid 
being allotted tS the forts only during the month of May, after 
which they were to be lodged in Berwick for three months; 

The clergy engage to maintain two hundred and forty of thefe 
foldiers; the nobility as many; and the boroughs half that 
number. In another ftatute the national council, in terms of 
control, and not of advice, declare that if Edward invade 
Scotland in perfon, the Scotilh king fhall appear in the field, 
at the head of the whole force of his realm; and the members 
exprels their firm refolution to live or die with their monarch®. 

' Louis XI began the foundation of . the pofts, or rather regular offices for 
poft.horfcs to be ufed by royal raeftengers, in 148a,>and completed the inftitution 
in 1481. Duclos, II> 384, 441. 

* A&s, {. 67. Abercromby, mifled by his own notes, and confounding Roman 
and Arabic numerals, gravely puts elekmt for two. Guthrie, IV, 154, joins the 
dance, thoogb Granger, 685, had correded the error. 

® Adis, f. V. 66. 
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1482 Thofe who are attached to the bane of hiftory, might 

build a fplendid fpeculation upon fuch decrees: but the wifer, 
who prefer even incoufiftency to fyftem* will be perhaps ihr 
dined to found little Upon the flu6hiating views of a rude age, 
in which no branch of power was properly defined, or circum- 
feribed. Yet a <hsgree of bigotry mull be required not to 
perceive principles of eminent dignity, and freedorn, in thele 
iranladions. The parliament was doubtlefe arillocratic; and 
the Scots having unfortunately nb houfe of commons, the 
deputies q£ the bur^ were annihiiated by the pomp of the 
nobles ana prelates; but fuch had been the de^otifm of James 
that Ae caufe of the siddes became that of the people. Per¬ 
haps the ufual royal influence guided this alTembly; and the 
fears of James, eiepofed at once to internal difeord jmd foreign 
wir, led him to eactraordinary ccmceflions, in order to ftrengthen 
his thrmie by popularity. Perha{« t^ ariftoctacy feized this 
Critical period to regain loft authority, and, by plaufible mea- 
fiires, to fecure the favour of the n^ion, in the meditated 
ftheme againft the king’s favorites. However this be, the 
byalty and unanimity exprefted by the parliament q^ere com-- 
pletely delufive. 

Otiber ftatutes of this aflembiy are cflential to hiftory. *It is 
ordered by die lung, and parliament of Scotland, that an em- 
bafly be l^nt frqm them to the king of France, and parliament 
tif Parity to defire aid.; to aflure them that James had ever 
been, and would be ready to aft reciprocally j and to complain 
that Louis had returned no anfwer to repeated letters of James 
upon this fubjeft*. This fiirnilhes an additional proof that 
Louis was not the author of the war; put did the ftrange com¬ 
pliment to the parliament of Paris proceed from ignorance, or 

* A£b, f. 68. 
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from a defign to collate the ScotHh legiflature with a court of 148* 
juftice ? A high reward is offered for the (laughter, or capture 
of James, the exiled earl of Douglas; and even his followers 
are rated at proportional remunerations; that nobleman 
adting as a dangerous enemy in the prefenl hoftilities againft 
his country*. Lord Lyle was tried by an afiize of lixtecn 22Mar. 
lords of parliament, the king fitting as, judge, for correlponding 
with Douglas; but was acquitted*. In recompence for the 
apparent loyalty of the parliament, the monarch engaged, by a 
formal promife, to attend to the impartial admin^|^tion of 
juftice, fo diat the people might have caufe to rejoice in the 
public order, to the'lfonfufion of the king’s enemies, and of all 
“ falfe traitors and uixtrue hearts,” an eacpreffion dangerous and 
ominous 

The next important incideut erf" this eventful year was the 
paflage of Albany, from France into England. That deluded,. 
and delperate, prince was infiigated probably by the artifices of 
Glocefter, who defired fuch an example, to afpire to the Scotifh 
crown, and to enter into a ;treaty;with Edward IV, dilgraceful 
to himfelf, and teafenable to hfe country. He ufes the title, 
at once anibitious andoegrading, of Alexander king of Scotland, 
by the gift of the Englifh king: co&fents to pay hoinag*e, and 
to abandon fome countries, and places on thefouthof Scotland,, 
particularly Berwick: and di&laims the league with France, 
Edward agrees to affift Albany in reducing Scotland, and 
maintaining his royalty againft James *. JUi conftsquence of 

this 

* Ads, f. V. 66. Among thefe followers is.^rR^hard Holland, evidently a 
prieft, and perhaps the author of the .a fatirc againft James by apartizau 

of Douglas naniedlioliand. Soot. Poems, 179c, Vol. III. 

® Kaims Hift. Law Trads, 441. Carm. Trads, 64. ♦ Ads, f. 66. 

‘ Rymer, XII, 156, 157; of the 9th May appears an order to fit ouXzcarvellf 
called the Michel, commanded by James Douglas, which had lately conveyed 
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1482 this treaty Albany joined the Eiiglifh army, which advanced, 
under the command of Glocefter, againft Berwick*. The 
Scotilh king affembled his array, and was upon his march to 
relieve that important place, when he was prevented by a revo¬ 
lution, which calls for a paufe and an ample detail 

Though confcious of the difcontents of the nobles and people, 
James perfifted in his attachment to mean favourites. Among 
thefe Cochran was the chief. This archite6l, whole Ikill, dis¬ 
played in the eredion of feveral edifices, might have been 
rewarde«^y employment, or by a penfion, became the foun¬ 
tain of royal favour; arid was elevated to a giddy and invidious 
height of power. The liberal prefents of*thole who fued for 
lus proteftion, and influence, fbon conftituted a wealth enor¬ 
mous for the perfon, the age, the country; and a part of this 
bale opulence procured from the king’s avarice the earldom of 
Mar, the fatal dignity of his murdered brother^. Tlus high 

Albany from France to ^^ngland, as a fliip in the Englifli fcrvke. Ib. 154. Fer- 
rerius, f. v. 394 » fays the French wife of Albany was now dead. ^ 

Among the junpublilhed papers of Rymer,.No. 4615, art. 82, are inftru£lions 
from Edward, 5 March 1482, to ,Dr. Legh, WlcjCj lri ogton, &c. commiilioncrs to 
the borders, to examine iif lord Carlyle, and fuch ,ifters ai James dliall fend, be 
empowered to deliver up the prince of Scotland into Ed ward’s hands, till the mar¬ 
riage be accomplilhed. Open war is threatened, as James had received great 
Anns, ufurped Berwick, Coldiitgham, Roxburgh, and other places, and refnfes 
homage. .Douglas muft be reAored to his honours, and the prince muft be deli¬ 
vered by the 8th of May, and Berwick furrendered ! Edward complains that the 
Scots had, at a meeting on the marches, flain Robert Lyle, and taken fir Henry 
Percy and others prifoners. 

“ The commilfion to Glcmcefter is dated 12 Jane. Ib. 157. 

’’ It is moll probable that only the revenues of 'the earldom were afligned to. 
him, without the titles, which however his flatterers, or his own vanity, might 
ufe. Thus in I 47 *> 4*^i May, the earldom of Leoenax, or Lennox, was granted 
for life to lord Evandale, with the wards and marriages of all the vali'als. Scotll. 
Cat. \ct Buchanan, XII, 46, fpecially mentions the title of Mar as the chief 
fource of the hatred of the nobility. The filcnce of the records may arife from 
the erazures of merited fcorn. 
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honouf, difgraceful to the infatuation of James and of Ins 1482 
favourite, was followed by the utmdl hatred, and fcorn, of thev—^ 
nobility, and by the, execrations of the people. But the new 
earl of Mar, unconfcious that his extreme elevation was an 
infallible ftep to the deepeft ruin, continued to al^iie his power, 
and that of his j^vereign, and to iucreafe his wealth by every 
fpecies of peculation. His oppreffion extended to all ranks of 
men. The nobles beheld the places, formerly given by the 
king to their fons, now fold to Mar’s followers: the ptelates, 
and dignitaries of the church, fighed at the mcreafe^f fimony: 
even the daily pittance of the poor did not efoape, Cochran 
had debafed the current filver, with a degree of alloy, which 
rendered it hiaci money fraud which led to his ruin, and that 
of his mafter; and which has been erroneoufly confounded with 
the billon coinage, ordained by the parliament of 14^6, which 
was intended for the benefit of the poor, and was continued in 
all the fucceeding reigns. But this corruption of the money 
was peculiar to that of James III, and was luch that the mer¬ 
chants, and farmers, rather chofe to let the grain rot in their 
granaries, than to receive the price in fuch dubious metal: and 
the populace afterwards repeated with exultation the prophefy 
of Mar, who, when he was told that his coin would be recalled, 
anfwered, as an impoflibility, “ That day I fhall be hanged.” 

In fhort the whole honour and welfare of die king, and king¬ 
dom, were facrificed on the donaeflic altar of this bafe, and 
covetous, minion ’. 

Some of the peers had formerly afifembled,. and conlulted 
upon the means of delivering the realm from the difgrace, and 
deftruftion, inflidled by Cochran, and the other royal favourites, 

* Littdray, 119, 120. Fcrrcrius, 395. Cochran vras of eminent ftrength, and 
had hril attra£ted the king’s attention by his valour in a iinglc combat. Buch. 

XII, 37. 
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1482 A noble deputation had even been fent to the king, requetlihg 
that he would dilmifs thefe pernicious counlcllors; aiid reftore 
the confidence placed by his anceftors in the loyalty of the 
nobility. The anfwer of James was far from fetisfaiSlory; but 
the peers aflented to delay; and diflembled till fome decifive 
occafion Ihould arife. An oceJalibh now bccylrred, luch as the 
Scotiih nobles, to 'their fingulat idifgrace, havd been accuftomed 
to feize, from the reigri of the firli: to tl» ternriination of that of 
the fifth James. ■ Inftead of ufirig the proper period of peace, 
the proper jplace erf parliameiit, the day of War, and the campj 
have afforded the ruinous fbene 'pf internal diffention; and the 
facred mterefts and glory of their country have often been 
abandoned by the nobility, to gratify a juft, or unJuft refent- 
ment againft their fovereigni But the fatal forms of a Scotifh 
parliament, fb well adaptcd to royal influence, the conception 
that it was a royal’ court, the incapacity of rude nobles tofpeak 
againft ah educated clergy, ever devoted to the king the fource 
of their fleeting dignities, contribute greatly to abfolve the 
nobles from this imphtatibn; and it is matter of regret^ father 
than of fuTprife, that they always feized the only occafion when 
their power was colleded and firm. 

The Scbtilh array, amounting to about fifty thbufands, had 
July crouded to the royal banner at BufrOugh-muir near Edinburgh; 
whence they marched to Soutray, and to Lauder, at which 
place they encamped between the church and the village ®; 
Cochran, earl of Mar, conduced the artillery; and his prcience 
and pomp were additional ihfiilts. On the morning after their 
arrival at Lauder, the peers affembled in a fecret council, in 
the. church, and deliberated upon their defigns of revenged 
The earls of Angus, Argylc, Huntley, Orkney or Cadthnofs, 

‘ » JLindfay, 122. Ferrer, f. v. 394. LeUcy, 321. Buch. XII, 40. 

• • Crawford, 
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C^aiivford, theJbrd^ H6me,“Flemuig, Grjly,T)rammond, I laics, 1482 
aiidSpton* are chiefly racntioiicd upon this occalion} and the ' 
jdifcoateut jnufl: hav6 fpreatl fer ^^hai we-find Evand,alc the 
ichancellor, and ibme bifhops unitediito the above narhcs In 
the cotirfc of the debate Gray tobk -occalidn-to introduce an 
apologue: the ipice confulted! tipoh the m^iis of deliverance 
from their tyrannic cnciiny the cat# and agreed that'a bell fliould 
be fiifpendcd about hcrr.necki to- notify her approach and their 
danger; but, what moufc, had courage lufflcicnt tp fallen the 
jbell ? “ I fhall bcU. the cat,” exclaimed the impatience of 
Angus, in whom a current of the blood of Douglas flovvcd; and 
the homely times confcrr^ upon him . the appellation of Archi¬ 
bald Bell the Cat. It was concluded that the king Ihould be 
put in a gentle imprifonment, in the caftle.of Edinburgh: and 
that all his favourites flxould be inflantly hanged ove# the bridge 
of Lauder, . , . ■ 

Cochran, ignorant of their defigns, at length left the royal 
prefence to proce€*l to the council. This upftart earl was 
attended by three hundred men, armed with light battle-axes,- 
and diftiaguiflied by his livery of white with black fillets. He 
was clothed in a riding cloak of black, velvet, and wore a large 
chain of gold around his neck; hia horn of the chafe, or of battle; 
was adorned with gold and precious Hones: and his helmet, 
overlaid with the lame valuaWe metal, w^as born before him *. 
Approaching the door of th« chiireh, he commanded an at¬ 
tendant to knock with authority; and Sir Robert Douglas of 
t.X)chleven, who guarded the paflage, enquiring the name, was 

V So Lindfay, 123, but this is dubious. Lefley’s enumeration is Angus, 
Huntley, Lennox, iBuchan, Gray, Lyle. Lindfay‘s Botbwell is lord Hales, after¬ 
wards fo ftylcd. ' 

® Even his pavilions were of filk, and the faftening chains were richly gilt. 
Lindfay,r24. ’ 

anfwcred. 
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1482 anfweredi; *t;fTis,I,: the carl of Mar.” Cochran, and fomc 
hb frijeud^j. W^rc adirutted; Angus advanced to him, and 
pulling the golden chain from his neck, faid “ A rope will 
become thee better ;’VwhUe Douglas of Lochieven feized his 
hunting horn, declaring that he had been too long a hunter of 
mifchief. Ratht^- aRonifhed than alarmed, Cochran faid, 
“ My lords is k jeft or earneft?” To which it was replied, 
“ It is good eafrieft, and fo thou ihalt find it; for thou, and 
thy accomplices, have too long abufed our prince’s favour; 
but no longer exped fuch advantage, for thou and thy followers 
lhall now reap the deferved reward.” 

Having fecured Mar, the lords difpatqhed fome men at arms 
to the king’s pavilion, conduced by two or three moderate 
and prudent les»iers, who amufed James while their followers 
leized the favourites. Sir William Roger the Englifh mufician, 
Prefton a, gentleman, Homrnil, Torphichan, Leonard, and 
others, were inflantly hanged over the, bridge at Lauder. John 
Rarafay of Balmain, having clafped the king’s perfon, was 
alone fpafed. Cochran was now brought out, his hands bound 
With a rope; and his w^k pride defiring to exchange the ig¬ 
nominious bonds of a thief fbf the*lillcen cords of his own 
pavilion, be was anfwered that he was. a traitor and only found 
merited fhame: he wa?$; conduced to the bridge, and hanged 
above his companions 

Such was the influence of the arifrocracy over their warlike 
followers, that the king was conveyed to the caftle of Edin¬ 
burgh, without commotion or murmur. Here he was ferved 
with refpefl: but was attended by fome of the peers, to ob- 
ferve his condufl, and prevent his efcape, till he Ihould give 
ample fecurity not to revenge the death of his favourites ; to 

* Lindfay, 125. Ferrerius, 395. LcHey, 322. Buchanan, XII, 45. 
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which he (hewed obftinate repiignance. Except this coaftraint, 148 2 
his will was unvielated, and the royal authority remained un- 
impaired*. 

Meanwhile the Englilh airny had Acquired jpolTeffion of the 
town of Berwick: and the gehem^, Glodefter and Albany, 
learning that the Scotifli army was dijfbanded, ttid the king 
imprifoned, left a party to conduit the liege of Berwick caftle, 
and advanced with the haain force to Endhiburgh Their 
fubfequent conduit is not a little myfterious. The capture, or 
death, of James, and the coronation of Albany might have 
been expeded from the Englilh treaty: but the next authentic 
paper prefents to us Albany luing for his pardon from James; 
and our early hiftorians, ignorant of Albany’s ambition, re- 
prefent him as the deliverer of his brother from the power of 
the nobles. If, with Ibme writers, we believe that James was 
not imprilbned in the caftle of Edinburgh, but chofe that 
fortrels as a Iccure retreat, the difficulty remains the lame, or 
greater*. Even records cannot atone for the want of con- 
temporary hiftorians; and in Ivich England and Scotland are 
at this period barren. That Edward IV and Albany were 
fincere in their agreement appears firom'its renewal in fhe 
following year; which alfo inftruds us that Angus and Gray 
were then, if not before, engaged in the treafonable ambition 
of Albany. Hence alinoft the only rational view which pre- 
fents itfelf is, that Albany, finding a great majority of the 
nobles, and the popular voice, completely adverfe to his unna¬ 
tural and bafe Ichemes was forced to temporize, and accept 

* Ibid. * Ferrer. 396. Lefley, 322.- Buch. XII, 47. 

* The imprifonment is however certain from two charters. Riiddlman’s 
preface to Anderfon’s diplomata, and notes on Buchanan, I> 445. 

’ The continuator of Harding pofitivelj fays that Glocefter gave peace to 
Scotland, bccaufe the peers did not join Albany. 


a pardon, 
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148^ a-.parJbn, ailii; the reft oration pf his eftate's; in the-hopes that 
V—'Jiis prefence,, and influence, might ftrengthen his pretenfions 
before their open declaration. The acquifition of Ber>vick 
would afltord a prize fufficient to fatisfy Glpceft.er ; who might 
judge, from perfonal knowledge, that a delay was rnore expcn 
dient than the perdition of the fcheme by precipitation. 

The linglifh army amounted only to about lixteen thoufand; 
and the materials, foe a:fiege had been,left before Berwick; 
hence the capture of the caftle of Edinburgh, and of James, 
could hardly be attempted by fo few battalions, liable foon to 
be furrounded or intercepted by a fuperior force. A Scotifli 
army was aflually affembling at, Haddington, under the com¬ 
mand of fcveral patriotic peers; and even the courage of 
Gloccfter might tremble at the profpefl of a battle, without 
the poflibility of a retreat*. An hiftoriaii inforrns us that 
thofe peers prevailed on Albany to pafs to their party, upon 
an offer of appointing him lieutenant general of the king-^ 
dom ’; a rank tempting to his ambition, for he might, with 
greater certainty, alpire to the crown by Scotifli, than by 
Euglifti, aid. However ^iS be, after a brief negotiation, 
Shevis, the archbiftiop of Andrews, Livington the bifliop 
of Duukeld, lord Evandale the chancellor, and the earl of 
Argyle, all rather eminent in attachment, to James, entered 
2 Aug. hito a fblemn engagement with Albany, that if he preferved 
his: duty to the king, and the terms of his bond to them, and 
other Scotifli lords, his lands and offices fliould be reftored, 
and he and his followers receive an amnefty; they alfo engaged 

• Ferrer. 397, Lcfley, 322. 

* Lefley, 322, who adds that the earldoms of Mar and Ma/r/^ were to be 
given to Albany. The latter was in fa£l reftored by his deliverance from the 
forfeiture. Had he faid Mar and Garioch, he would have been exad. See the 
grant, Rudd. Buch. I, 445. 

^ that 



JAMES nn 


5” 

that the king ihould ratify the treaty in the nest parliament1482 
And a truce with England being nedeffary, in the diftradfed 
Hate of-the kingdom, Berwick was yielded, , after having rc-i 
mainetlfor twenty one years in the Scotifli pofleffion, to which 
it was not to return; and the firovnft and merchants of Edin¬ 
burgh engaged to repay the fums advanced fof-Gecilia’s por¬ 
tion, if Edward refiifed to complete the inartiage ; which 
refolution being notified, two; mont^. biter,‘the mtaiey was 
repakl *. , 

; . The other embroiled traniaftions of. this y&ii are, the pafT- 
port of Edward to Margaret the filler of J^es, vyhofe mar- 22 Aug 
riage with lord Rivers, the brother of Edward’s queen, appears 
to have been fruftrated by the enmity, and intrijgues, Of Gio- 
ceiler, or by the machinations of the Scotifh court, for it does 
not appear that the lady proceeded to England ’: a fafe condudl 
foTameSf, who again vwftied to vifit the ’flsrine-of St. lohia at 
Amiens*, probably induced both now and before by the arts’ 23Nov. 
of Albany, to whom his abfence might have been advanta¬ 
geous: and a fruitlefs commiffion of Edward IV, to renew, 
and conclude, the riegotiation for the marriage of Rivers and 
Margaret*. But from the palTporltO'James,; and the parlla- Dec. 
meat Held at Edinburgh % it appears that the captivity of the* n Dec. 
king was terminated. 

* Ryifner, XII, 160. 

* RynJer, XI f, i^i. The prevofi feems (low tiKhtioned for the firft tiffle:' 

more anciently he was denominated s/isfehsim. ^ , 

■ ’ Rymer, XII, 162. ' * Ibid. 170. . ' - * Ibid. tyi. ' 

' * Adis, Murray of Glendodk’s editiort, folio, jj. 'ji. Gim. TraSsJ 6’6, ’The‘ 
chartfef of James to the citizens of Edinburgh, for affiftahee in ddifrerin^ him* 
ffbtri' his hnpilfomhettt, is dated r'6 N6v; 1482. ’ Rudd. BucH. I, 445. i nd- 
fay, 126, fuppofes James a prifoiiicf three quarters of a year, read three" 
ihbntfei ' 

According 
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According to the unanimous report of our hiftoriaus, this 
deliverance was effected by Albany, and probably in the end 
of September. They narrate that James being ftill retained 
in the caftle of Edinburgh, under the care of Athole his uncle, 
the adminiftration was conduced by Albany, Evandale the 
chancellor, and Shevis archbilhop of St. Andrews; that Al¬ 
bany pafling to vUit the queen Margaret of Denmark, and the 
prince her fon, at Sterling, was inftigated by her to deliver the 
king; which he effefled after a fiege of Ibme duration, upon 
which Argyle, Shevis, and the chancellor, fled in confternation 
to their relpe^ive places of abode, Albany hence acquired fo 
much favour from his royal brother, that they fhared one bed 
and on9 tabled 

The 

* Fen^. 397. Lefl. 343. Buch. XII, 50. Lindfay, 130. Grant of Mar 
and Garioch to Albany, for delivering the king, Rudd. Buch. I, 445: it bears 
that he eapofed himfelf to great dangers in the liege. There is alfo a grant to 
Dundas of Dundas, for the fame fcrvice, “ and venturing life therein.” Scotfl;. 
Cal. 17 Jan. 1483. 

Our ignorance of the views of parties, at this period, creates deep obfeurity. 
Abercromby, a warm defender of James III, and enemy of Albany, denies 
the fa£l, II, 452, But a partizan is little calculated to throw light, where 
even- a candid writer may be bewUdered. Neither Albany nor James were 
entitled to complete fame or repnach. * They wavered, like the many, between 
vice and virtue. Albany Ihems to have afpired to the govenunent, on the plan 
of his predeoelTors in the title, Robert and Murdac. This probably was the 
caufe of his forfeiture in 1479; and when he gained this in Auguil 1482, he 
was fattshed. But finding that the former council of ?James contefied his 
audiority, and ufurped the royal power in the name of the captive monarch, 
whom Athole one of their cabal guarded, he would naturally wilh to have the 
king in his own power; and feems to have offered to, free James, provided 
that he was named lord lieutenant of the kingdom, and had a gift df Mar 
and Garioch. This eafy theory reconciles hiftory and records. 

Lefley errs toricerning the refignation of the archbilhopric by Shevis, (fo 
called from a village in Aberdcenfiiire,) to Andrew Stuart. It was Moray,, a 

bifliopric 
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The parliament of December appears to have been vvholly 148^ 
influenced by Albany; but that prince’s unbounded ambition,— 
and avarice, fpeedily difgufled mofl: of the peers; and James 
was little latisfied with the power of his brother, of whom he 
had every caufe to entertain the utmoft jealouiy *. Finding 
upon what a precarious foundation his authority refted, per¬ 
ceiving the renewed ftrength of the loyal party, early in the 
following year Albany-appointed Angus, Gray, and §ir James 
Liddel, his commiflioners to Edward IV, to ftrengthen the 12 Jan. 
former treafonable treaty’: and foon after that infamous u Fcl>. 
agreement was repeated, and enlarged. It appears that Al¬ 
bany managed the public aff^s, for it is figroed that a ye^’s 
truce (hall be obferved: the homage and dcreliftiorvof foipe 
provinces are left in (ilcnce, but Albany engages to aflift Ed¬ 
ward againft France, and to ^ed one of his daughters ‘: the 
exiled carl qf Douglas is to refutne pofTeflion of . his lands, as 
far as fettled in. an agreement made between him and Angus; • 
and Edward engages to fend»Glocefl:cr and Northumberland, 

bifliopric retained by the avarice of Shevis. Compare Keith, fiiihops, 86, 

.-whence it-appears that Andrew Stuart wai in fiBc ekS of Moriiy, at the meeting 
of parliament 2 Dec. 1482. i . • 

The contemporary chronicle at Ac end of Winton doles with the year 1482# 
and has fome curious notices concerning it: that after the-afilur of Lauder the 
peers cried deum Ae blackJther, which had been current for two years in half¬ 
pennies and three penny pieces; and imprifoned J4mcs in the callle of Eftinburgh, 
from Magdalcll-day to Michaelri^s, (22 July—29 Sept.) Corn fell from 4/. to 
3or. a boll, br about f. of the EngliA quarter. 

• Nilbet, Heraldry, II, 89, has publiAed fomc^xtraSs of letters, of James III 
and IV, to the family of Arbuthttot, in Ae Mearns. Among them is one of 
the former monarch, 3 Jan. r- a3=:i483, dellring Arbuthnot’s aid, as James tsras 
informed that laft Aurfday fome perfons had begun toaifemble, with adelign 
to invade his pCrfon. 

* Rymer, XII, 172. 

. * The divorce of Albany from the daughter of Orkney, his French mar¬ 
riage, Ac. are of uncertain date. 

VOL. I.. 
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*483 with fuccours, to aflift the duke in conquering Scotland*. 
But the deaB| of Edward IV, in the prime of life, terminated 
thefe IpicmM of unjuft ambition: and.Gloccfter, who upon 
32 June the murder of his two nephews icized theE^nglilh Iceptre, and 
the title of Richard III, found fufticient occupation in fettling 
domeftic difeord. 

The violence, uid» imprudence of Albany’s conduS: fbon 
exceeding the bcamds of mere ftilpicion, and his views evi¬ 
dently tcnduig to the di%race.and deftn:^on of the kingdom, 
the nobles had relumed their loyalty, and*lhe king was reftored 
to his free and full power. Albany, underftanding that his 
deftgns were di&oyeared, or coniciovis of guilt, retired into 
l^igland *, leaving his. caftle of Dunbar in the' bands of an 
^glilh garrifpn. His forfeiture followed ; but while the 
trealbn of Angus, Garay, and others, remained unknown, a 
fimilar penalty was impoied on lord Crichton, who had alfb 
garrifoned his caftle of Crichton and efcaped ♦. If Buchanan 
he believed, a private pique of? James gave occalion to the 
condemnation of this peer: for the king having feduced 
Crichtoii**'s wife, he, in reVerigfe, found means to Win the love 
of Margaret, the lifter of James, by whom he had a daughter 
named Margaret Crichton, whq died not long before, our great 
hiftorian compofed his work. Nay; according to that hater 
of kings, before this adultery of Margaret, Ihe had loft her 

* Rytner, XII, 173. . 

* He had previoufly retired, to Dunbar, pretending fufpicions of poifon. 
Ferrer. 397. Lefley, 225. Theiei authors (ay he pafled to France; Buchanan, 
XIJ, 50, to England: whence however he foon proceeded to the court of 
Charles yill. 

* From the Records of Parliament it appears Aat Albany was forfeited on 
the 27th June 1483, with Sir James Liddel of Halkerflon. Carm. TraQs, 68. 
Crichton in Feb. 1484. Ib. Crawf. Off. 312. Abcrcromby, with ftrangc 
inaccuracy, confounds Crichton with Orkney, II, 429. 

virginity 
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virginity‘ ill tlie ihcettlrous embraces of her royal'brother *. 1483 
The’reader inay affent, ordilbelieVe, according ^ the weight 
of the evidence i but Buchanan deferves more implici«t credit 
in the information' that Crichton was reftorcd, a Ihort time 
before the ^atii of Jamcs^ m order that, his former wife now 
being dead, he might compenlate the diflionour of the princels 
by marrjpg her’; but Crichton dying fAn after, this alliance 
produced^o other progeny 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, which proceeded to 
fetftc the diforders oTthe kingdom *. The- expiration of the *4 fell- 

* Buch. xn, 51* 

‘ Though many writers have laboured the genealogies of the houfe of Stuart, 
yet the marriage of Margaret remains obfenre. Crawf. Off. 31, fajrs WilllUb 
lord Crichton, who fucceeded his father James iti 1469, had by her affo a fon 
named James, who obtained a. diartCr 1111492. Yet the marriage could not 
have taken place tiU about 14B7. See Drummond, p. 111. 

Scotftarvet’s Calendars, at the.year 1482, prefen^ a grant of ipany lafds to 
Mary lady'Hamilton, and among others thofe of Kilmarnoc formerly given to 
the queCn, apparently an exchange, fof that fWheiefe was not yet dead ? On 
the 18th March 1483 Largo in Fife was .granted to Andrew W<^ of Leith^ 
for his Cervices by land and fca, chiefly in the Engliih war : coh|Pbed about 
1497 addition that the moll eminent fervice had been the defence of 

Dunbarton, when the En^ilh navy came to beliege iti (1481? unknown in 
hillory.) There is in Scotfl. Cid'. a charted locOnfifllent with olhm records. It 
is of the lands of “ Mekil ahd litil Pinkartoiin, in the Irarony of Dunbar, con. 
llabulary of Haddington, and iheriffoom of Edinburgh, forfeited by Albanyin 
Colin carl ol^rgy}e, united in the barony of Pinkartoun ward with thn ■ 
futes at the heKTcourts of Edinburgh,” a^AprU 1483. (Anguft?) 

' A£ls, f. 69, 70: Glendook’s edition, p. 71. Abercromby and Granger, 
from Tome Unknown caufe, imagine this j^arliament to have been in Feb. 1484.5; 
though the A^s mark 1483.4. The miilake feems to mi^nate folety in Aber. 
cromby’s inaccuracy. The, data, in the Ai&s is confirmed by the Rolls- of Par. 
liament, Keith bi(hops, 69t and feefeveral reconis, evincing it beyond doubt, 
in Carm. Trafts, 66, 67, 90, Not to mention that the preparations for war 
,are irrcconcileable with the: year 14S5. This fclfion was prorogued to the 
17th May 1484* Carm. 70, 90but only private or judicial bulinefs was then 
tranlaAed. 

s s 2 truce. 
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1484 truce, the retreat of Albany into England, the hoftile views 

Ridiard^lilil, confpired to render war apparently fo inevit¬ 
able,, iiiat the parliament ordered all the fobjedls fit for arms 
to be ready, upon a warning of eight days, to march with 
provifions for twenty days, in defence of the realm againfi; its 
English foes. In order to appeafe the difcwrds of the barons, 
that they may procedt in concord againfi: the enemy,4the king 
is advifcd to call them into his prefence, and concdiate their 
differences; wbflc thofo of lefs eminent flation are to fubmit 
tlieir feuds to the adminiftrators of juft ice, fi? that internal 
peace, and c^edience to the royal authority,'may be reflx>red» 
The ftrifi execution of juitice is enforced, ** that the rea'W 
may be brought to good rule.” Some regvdations are iffued 
for the artifans in gold, or rather ih filver *: and, after fome 
inftitutions concerning the coin, the new ftlatks^ or large pieces 
of metal, the real blitok money wbijph gave fiich juft of¬ 
fence, are ddled in; a meafiire long due to an opprcfled people. 

Charles VIII having > ac(|uired the a 61 ive fovereignty of 
March France, At the early age of fouit^n, fent Bernard Stuart lord 
of Aubipty, aiid aix infertor a'mfeaifedorj to Scotland, to an¬ 
nounce the new reign, and ratify the alUanCe: and James in 
July return fent an embaffy .to France^ to obtailh the ratification of 
Charles Meanwhile, though Richard III had incrCaled the 

jpenfion 

• For the aft itfelf beats that the goMfiUiths dimihifiied the fintenefs of their 
" filver work,” or wrought filver. The ptackt, heitt tUentibned, fecm the 
three-penny pieces of the chronicle at the end of Wittton. 

• Lcflcy, 3^4.. Hift. dc Charles VIII par JaKgnyjr dcC. Paris'1684, folio, 
p. 389. The fucceilion to the crown of either realm, if doubtful, is to be 
fettled by the prelates anti nobles. The envoys to France were Argyle, Shevis, 
Evandale, Drs. Inglis and Ireland, &c. Crawf. Off. 45, from the public 
archives. This treaty feetns unknown to Do Tillet, and thfe compiler of the 
MS. Leagues. A renewal of the alliance, 1460 or 1461^ would be a curious 
difeovery. 

Lcllcy 
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pcnfion p^tJo tiie exiiddjeairl ofiDouglas, the ^ate of ‘his affeirs 1 484 
did net permit hinato afliH thiifceau 4 i 6r Albany, the invafion'v*— 
of Scotland. !. lR'thek‘ittlpatiencci thefe two leaders coHefted 
a troop of five hundred horfei and fomc infantry, hoping that 
their friends and •follotwers wohldtfoon fwcU their array; and 
with this view tkdvanced ito-iLochmaben, during a fiiir. But 22 July 
the influence of Douglas wisi'forgotten, even by his former 
vaflals; ^nd that of Albany was defpifed: the nei^^hbouring 
gentlemen colleflihg fome hafty,hands, the occafion |urnilhed 
numbers, fury arms? and after a conflift, ,or rather affray, 
which lafted from noon till night, the lafi: Douglas remained 
th^ignominious captive of a vulgar hand, while Albany found 
his fafety in the fiviftnefs of: his horfe. Douglas, now old aifl 
unwieldy,, was conveyed jto the. royal prefence; but, cither 
from fhame or fcorn, turned Iw back on the fon of James II, 
the deftroyer of his l^fpufc; a ray of pity illuminated the def- 
potic mind of the king, who had now himfelf tailed misfor¬ 
tune : he feotenced the years and infirmiti® of Douglas, who 
had been educated, to the chinch, to the religious retirement 
of Lindoris abbey, while the earl’s indifference muttered, 

“ he who may no better be, muff be a monk.” In this retreat 
Douglas perhaps firft knew happinefs; and died affer four years 
of penitence and peace 

Albany, 

Lefley takes occafiQd to mention that feme troops were now Tent to France 
under Robcitfon; and that among the Scots in that kingdom were Albany, 

George Montgomery feigneur de Lorges, Aubigny, Robert Stuart marfhali of 
France, and Nicolas Scot. 

* Buch. XII, 52. Hume Dougl. I, 379—381. Drummond, I07, edit. 

1655, folio. In the beginning of. 1484. Douglas obtained from Richard III an 
increafe of his penfion, Rymer, XII, 213, 218. On the ajth June 1484 he, 
and Albany, were«t York. Ib. 228. In Scotft. Cal. 25 July 1484, a grant 
to Carnithers for fervice in the battle againll Alexander Stuart and J ames Douglas: 

another 
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4 Albany', having loft all iMjpes of Richard’s affiftaace, retired 
into Frapec; where he wedded, in his fecond nuptials, the 
dauj^er of the earl of Boulogne, by whom he l»d a fon Jolin, 
afterwards duke of Albany,, and regent of Scotland during the 
minority of James V. The father, after refiding in France for 
fume years, was aecidentally flain in a tournament by the fplinter 
pf a fpear; leaving a fame fatal to his title, unnatural ambitipn, 
and die fwapt «f fratemal affection *. 

another 2cf Aug. to Crichton of Sanquhfir, for fervice in the faid battle on the 
weft marches. To Alexander Kirkpatrick, /ar/r/z/wj-Z)»K^/<7r, the land? of 
Kirktnichael, forfeited by Crichton and his brother Gawin, 2 0 (ft. 1484. 

® Biich. Hume, Drutnm. ut fiqita. Lefley, 326, who, while he fl:ylet^rh 
Father of War, confounjdsi him with Ajibigoy, a not unufual mittake from the 
fimilarity of the title.' Our authors fcemi to concur that about 1484 Alexander 
duke of Albany wedded. Anne of Boulogne, Left. 319. Lindfay, 131, 136, 
calls her the duchefs of Boulogne. The a£l of 13th Nov. 1516 “ Dame Agnes 
of Boloigne.’* Hay’s Ms. caBs her Anna de la T^tj her mother Jeanne dc 
j&iurboD, filler of Francis duke of Vendoini!, (thus confoundi% Alexander with 
John.) St. Gen. 10.7.—Crawford, Stuarts, 39, fpeaks confufedly qf Lauragnez, 
which was claimed by the Buhcr-in-law of John, L’Art, 726. 

It is certain that the title of Beuiogne was on]y an addition to that of Au> 
\;!ClCgne, from the fourteenth cettfki^, lif’Art .de v. I.. D. 724; and that John 
duke of Albany wedded An^ie do la.Tatijr, ih her own right countefs of Auvergne 
and Boulogne. Ib. 726. Tlfe qqnfuilon may .perhaps be cleared by fuppoiing 
Agnes, wife of Alexander, one of the three daughters of Bertrand II count of 
Auvergne and Boulogne, thiK, 

Bertraqd II of Auvergne and Boulogne. 

I 1 . . 

John III of A. and B. Agnes=AIex. d. of Alb. 

I I 

Ann wedded her cnuiin =: John d. of Albi 
Alexander was accidentally flain in Paris, when infpefting a tourney between 
the duke of Orleans and another knight: Led. 326. FTiis duke of Orleans 
was furely he who became Louis XII in 1498; and for 1483, ih Drummond, 
106, we may perhaps read 1493, as the date of the event; which is one of thofe 
tliat feems eafy to traa and yet is difficult. See 1487. 


The 
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embarr^ments ©f Richard and James renderins: the ,i 484 
continuance of war ineligible to bodi, a treaty was opened; 
and, after a Ihort negotktian, concluded at Nottingham *. 

To ftrengthen the paclfkationv it waa agreed that James 21 Sept, 
duke of RothJay, heir of the Scotifh throne^ his 

twelfth year, Ihodid wed Anne dfe la. Pole, only daughter of 
th»duke ef Suffolk, and niece of the Englifh kiig*: but 
this marriage was defeated by the death RicWardl^Tn the 


mean time the truce was only eftablilhed for three years, upon 
the grounds of prefent pofleffion, exeefit with regard to the 
caftlc of Dunbar, ftill garrjfoncd by the EaglijOif and which, 
by f lingular claufo, the Scotifo king was allowed to redover 
by force, after fix months had elapfed, and upoh a warning of 
fix weeks given to Richard *: a, niode probably intended to 
preferve meafures between* Richard and Albany. T!%e powers 


comprehended are^^^ ^the part of Eingland^ Caftile and Leon, 
Arragon, Porfogatj''AuftiM^, Burgundy, Bretagne j' on that of 
Scotland, France, Denmark, Gelder, Bretagne: and by an 
ufual, but unacGountjfole article, except of mere forrp, the 
lordfhip of Lorn in Scotland, and the ifle of Lundy in thfc 
river Severn, are excepted from the tiWce *. 

In a fucceeding national coUhcU, the renewal of thd French 
league, and the Englifh truce, were Uflemnly appfbVCd: 4 Feb. 


^ Ryme|it XII, 236. * Ibid. 244. , fiifd. 236. 

* This form was firft obfcrved in 1464. • Lundy, an almoft inacceflible ifle, 
was a receptacle for pirated, for whofe afls (he Eilglifli kings could n<^be an- 
fwerable.'’ The ejccepliort of Lorn feems a mere form, for the fake of e^ality. 

In Cal. B. V, 147, are fome Contemporary notes concerning this embafly. 
Richard received the envoys at Nottingham 12 Sept, iti’great (tatc: a fpecch of 
Whitlaw the Scotilh fecrctary is premifed, but the fragment ends abruptly. 
A part'of this celebrated oration is however preferved, Vefp. C. XVI, f. 75—79. 
It is in praife of peace, abounds with panegyric and profeilipns, and applies to 
Richard the noted line. 

Major in exiguo regnabat corporc virtus. 

embafly 
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320 

1485 embafly was ordered to be' fent to York, at the expence pf the 
clergy, barons, and burghs, in order to complete the marriage 
treaty As the truce permitted the capture of Dunbar, the 
parliament advifes the king to proceed againft that fortrcfe, on 
the firft^day- of May; and the right of peace and war again 
dubioufly appears, in tibe particular direfilions given by the 
Icgiflature. An embafly is alfo appointed to the pope, to sA)- 
tain hU ^onfirmatioh of the French alliance, and of the treaty 
with Denmark concerning the Orkneys and Shetland; and this 
embafly Shevez, the archbifhop of St. Andrews, offers to un¬ 
dertake at his own expence; a fingularity, which like the ex¬ 
penditure of the commiflion to England, betrays great penury 
of royal revenue. A jfurther folicitation was to be moved to 
the pontiff", that he would grant to the Scotilh kings a power 
gf fuperfeding, ft# fix months, the difpenfations to vacant 
biihoprics; that they might have time to advance the promo¬ 
tion of fuch as they couIdVuft, the bifhops taving the firfl vote 
in parliament, and being of the privy council. Another pru¬ 
dent flktute, but attended with little fuccefe, occurs for the 
encouragement of the herring filhery in the w'eftern fea *. 
Symptoms of difeohtent difturb the national laws: fome friends 
of Albany, or fome foes to the weak government of James, 
ar» recommended* to the royal blame: regulations for the ad- 
miniflration of juflice arc repeated, and refpites are reprobated 
as more iniquilXs than pardons: the abettors of Albany’s 
crimes are pointed out, as tlie objefts of peculiar profccution: 
and the king obliges himfelf to grant no refpite, nor |iardon, 
to notorious offenders for the fpace of two years; an engage¬ 
ment perhaps prohibitory of weak lenity, perhaps of avarice. 

* Ads, f. 71—f. V. 74. Compare Murray's edition, p. 80. 

* Murray’s edition, p. 80. It is alluded to in the ads of 1487, f. v. 78. 
Granger, 701, foigets this ftatute of 1485. 
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If the caftlfc of Dunbar was bedeged, it was without fuccefs 1489 

Richard III, far from oppoliug the entcrpri'/,e, was occupied 
in counterading the defigns of the earl of Richmond; who 
loon after landed In England, and fealed his title to the crown 
in the blood of the ufurper; while Henry VII was hailed by 22 
the acclamations of his vi 61 orious troops 

Meai\while James had infenfibly rclapfed into his former 
unpolitical condud. Immerfed In mean plcafures, alld trivial 
purfuits, he negletled the reins of government, which were 
alternately relaxed, or reftrained witlj too much violence *. 
l.oft in the retirement of his palace at Stirling, his chief cares 
wx're occupied iji architcdtirc and mullc, at heft but laudable 
amufements. Had not the profperity of the monarchy been 
neglcfted, public praife might have attended the ereftion of 
the great hall in the caftle of Stirling, and that of the adjacent 
fplendid chapel, in yvhich a dean and a double feries of chanters 
and muficiaus were appointed, that Uie royal ear might never 


■* Buell. Xll, 53, cxprefsly fays it was not retaken, till duringa fevere winter 
in the beginning of the reign of Henry VII. The art of befieging was little 
known in Scotland, even in the reign of James V; fee Tantallon 1528. 
Drummond, 106, feenis to date the capture i486. 

’ Fcrreiliis, 398, and Lcfley, 326, aflert that Bernard Stuart, lord of Au- 
bigny, commanded feme French troops which accompanied Henry. But the 
Englilh hiftorians, from veracity, or from enmity to the French and Scots, are 
blent, though minute in deferibing the arrangement of ilie battle. Andre of 
Tholoufe, Domit. A. XVIII, mentions a Bminus de Chandea, an eminent war¬ 
rior, as leader of the French. 

^ 

* Thctninilfry from the year 1483, after the flight of Albany, were Argylc 
the chancellor, in which offlee he appears in the parliament of Feb. 1484. 
Carui. 66. Crawford great chamberlain; the abbot of Holyroodhonfe trea- 
furer ; Mr. David Livingfton privy feal; Whitlaw fecrctary. Scotft. Cai. 
Lord Evandale furvived till 1488, Crawf. Off. 39: he, and Shevis archbilhop 
of St. Andrews, feem to have letained the king’s favour till his death. 
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1485 want the luxury of li)und K But the moft exquifite harmony 
of a king ought to be the voice of a happy people; and to this 
James was a Granger. Even his munificence arofe upon dif- 
content: the priory of Coldingham, which the Humes regarded 
as their patrimony, was now annexed to the royal chapel of 
Stirling*. 7 'he weak obftinacy of James was ignorant that, 
there arc barriers, and prejudices, which even eaftern dclpo- 
tifm dares not to infringe. Thinking that the ipirit of the 
nobility was fled with Albany, the monarch iflued a mandate 
that the nobles fliould no longer wear arms, as before, within 
the precinds of the court': to add to the dilgrace, Ramfiiy, 
the favourite who had efcaped, arid who had been recently 
created lord Bothwell, was excepted, as captain of the royal 
guard, an inftitution which apparently originated in the pre¬ 
ceding reign The attachment of the Scotifli monarch to 
England, and to Englifh favourites, which had commenced in 
his youth, and had fuffered little interruption from a (hort and- 
unwilling war, was viewed with difguft by the prejudices of 
the people \ The peers even accufed him of an intention to 

* eiillavc 

’ Lindfay, 136. Drummond, 107, fay-s that James now became very devout,, 
vifiting the churches in procefTion eiikry wednefday and friday. 

* Lindfay, 137. 

* Ferrerius, 399. -Guthrie, often affecting to think for himfelf, and often 
thinking with puerility, contends, IV, 209, againil. Dr. Robertfon concerning, 
this inditution, and confounds the court with courts of juftice! 

Our antiquaries, amid their eager, porfujit of trifles, negledl objefls of real 
curiofity and importance; and the want of diflertations on obfeute points of 
Scotilh hiftory is much to be regreted. The firft trace of a royal guard occurs 
in 1452, when Sir Patrick Gray was captain. Lindfay, 62. From Scotftarvet's. 
Calendars it appears that, in 1473, l^avid Guthrie was captain of the king’s 

guard, and George Bell lieutenant. 

’ The a£l of indemnity, (Adis, f. v. 82,) fpecially accufes James of “ in- 
bringiog of Engliflimen, and to the perpetual fubjedlion of the leaka." This 
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cnflave the nation by Englifli guards and armies: Angus, 1485 
Argyle, Lennox, the lords Home, Hales, Drummond, Lyle, v-v— 
Gray, confederated together, again to imprifon the king, and 
to appoint the prince regent; but this defign was delayed, till 
a further occafion fhould be prelented by the increafing weak- 
nefe of the government*. ^ 

In the midft of winter James advanced, and lit length dif..| 486 
poflefled the Englilh garrifon at Dunbar ’; but H#iry VII, 
difpofed to peace by inclination and by policy, named the 
bifhops of Worpefter and Lincoln, and other commiflioners, 
to meet William Eiphinfton the learned bifhop of Aberdeen, 
lord Bothwell, and others, on the part of Scotland; and a 
truce of three years was concluded, the former being held as 3 July 
annihilated by the ufurpation, and death,, of Richard III. 

James was either ignorant of the perfidy of Angus, or con- 
flrained to conceal his knowledge; for the traitorous friend of 
Albany is named as one of the confervators of the truce'. 

Margaret of Denmark, the amiable and relpe( 5 led queen of j 
James III, died, in the middle period of life: the filence of 
our early and barren hiftorians, concerning her interference 

is'the reproach of enemies, but tnuft have had fome colour of truth. Ferreriusj 
f. V. 398, mentions the favour of James to the Englilh: and Henry VII was 
not wanting in return to the Scots. Lefl. 324. The ancient ariftocracy feems 
♦o have as yet inherited attachment to France. 

A grand'Scotifli enibafTy was prefent at the coronation of Henry VI 7 , 30 ‘ 0 £t. 

1485, namely lord Bothwell the favourite of James, the abbot of Holyroodhoufo, 
lord Kennedy, Ardijbald Whitlaw dean of Dunbar the feevetary, John Rofs efq. 
and the liun-lcing<at-arms, Rofs herald, Utiicorn purfuivant. Sec an account 
of the ceremony at the end of Leiand’s Collect. Vol. IV, edit. 1774. 

* So Ferrcrnis, f. 399, Lefley, 327; and”that there was an alfociation, prior to 
1488, may appear from the a£l of indemnity, which mentions articles “ diverfe 
.times granted and broken"’ by James. 

Riichan. XII, 53. * R)nTicr, XII, 290. 
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1487 in politics, may be interpreted in her praife; but their negleit 
to mention the epoch, and manner, of her death, redounds 
not to their fame *. To the charafter of her virtues and ac- 
complifliments, formerly given, it is unneceflary here to add ; 
but it may be fufpeded that the fate of James, foon to follow, 
had been fomewhat protracted by the birth atid connections, 
by the merits, and by the counfcls, of the daughter of Denmark. 

1 Oa. The lafl parliament during the reign of James HI being 
aflembled ’, the king folcmnly engaged to contribute to the 
protection of the common people ♦, harraffed by the wanton 
cruelty of the great families, and that of the public peace in 
general, by granting no pardon, for the fpace of feven years, 
to any perfons guilty of treafon, rnurder, fetting fire to houfes, 
rape, robbery, theft, or forging the coin. He alfo confented 
to feveral flatuteS, efpecially propofed by the commiflioners of 
the burghs, importing, among lefs matters, that merchants 
engaged in foreign trade fhould have a certain property, and 
refpeCfable charaCler; that no craftfmeh fhould engage in fo¬ 
reign trade; that the magiftrates of burghs fhould be chofen 

• From Rymer, XII, 328, where the marriage of James is propofed, it is 
evident tliat Margaret was dead before Nov. 1487 ; anjj the treaty of July i486 
being filent, rather indicates that lh^,,was then alive. Drummond, 106, feems 
accurate, when he fays that flie was buried at Cambulkenncth the lall day of 
February 1486-7, (not the 29th, as he puts, the year not being biflcxiile.j 
Buchanan’s arrangement of events is in concordance; and he dates at the fame 
time the death of Alexander duke of Albany, XII, 55., 

’ Afts, f. V. 74—78. The perfons prefent may be found in Carm. Tra£ls, 
73. It was'prorogued to the 29th Jan. >1488, when James created his.fccond 
fon duke of Rofs j and four peers, Drummond, Sanquliar, Yeftcr, Ruthven; 
and knighted four gentlemen, among whom was William Carlyle fon of lord 
Carlyle. Carm. Tradls, 72. 

* Abercromby, the devotee of defpotifm, may excite a fmile when he inter¬ 
prets, II, 469, pour lieges to imply dutifulJubje£is. The fynonym ia.fingular- 
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as fpecified in a former a6t ^; that fome commiffioners of the 
burghs fliould meet once a yeai; at Innerkeithing, to deliberate 
concerning commerce, and the interefts of their towns. Thefe 
tranladUons were popular; and the ftates exprels much fatif- 
fadion that the fovereign has lb benignly granted to them all 
their defires and requefts: but whether James really faw his 
errors, and relblved to cultivate a. new mode of government, 
or thofe apparent conceffions were extorted by his fenfe of dif- 
content, and apprehenfions of a dangerous conlpiracy, muftbe 
left in doubt. However this be, the lords fpiritual and tem¬ 
poral, barons, freeholders, and commons, engaged, on their 
part, that they Ihould not fiipport the caufe of their criminal 
friends, or relations, by appearing with armed followers; a 
pradice frequent in this and the following century, and which 
leads to the beft interpretation of this ftatute; they moreover 
engage to contribute their afiillance to the exaft adminiftration 
of juftice. Several ordinances follow, ftrongly indicative of 
the height of feudal anarchy, the violence of the great, and 
the oppreffion of the poor: the feeble voice of the law appears 
to have been drowned in the public tumult, and civil order 
feems to have endured a violent relapfe fince the death of the 
firfi; James: the blame can hardly be alcribed to external vio¬ 
lence, time, or fortune; an'd while candour confefles the bar- 
barifm of the period, and country, it muft at the lame time 
allow that the relaxation of government by the royal negle£l, 
and the fale of juftice by the royal favourites, confpired to con- 

The ait referred to, in this important itatute, is not evident; but it is 
mentioned as guarding againft “ partiality and mafterlhip,” apparently the inter¬ 
ference of peers, or great neighbouring landholders, in the cleition of the ma- 
giftratos, a praitice to be reprobated by ftatutes of fubfequent reigns. Even the 
adl of 1469, (perhaps alluded to,} might have fejved as fome antidote to this 
interference. 
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ftitutc the worft of tyrannies, upon which a complete fatire 
is authentically conveyed in the national decrees. Such was 
the increafe of crimes, that Juftices General are aj^ointed for 
the divilions north and fouth of the Forth, to hold courts in every 
part of the realm with all cxpedititm, Supported by their own 
power, and what aid the king could fpare, in order to bring 
tranfgreflbrs to pjuoUbment, and:to refeue the royal authority 
from contempt. 

In tliis parliament the lands of March and Annandale, which 
had fallen to the crown, by the forfeiture of Alexander duke of 
Albany, earl of March, Mar, and Garioch, lord of Aimandalc 
and of theifte of Man*, are annexed to the regal domains; 
by a fblemn deed, authenticated by the feals of the bilhops, 
abbots, priors, earls,: lords, barons, freeholders, and commif- 
Honecs of burghs. A ftatute appears for the encouragement 
of Grangers, who import provifions, and other merchandize: 
and another, appointing four perfons from each of the three 
eflatcs, to revUe the ancient laws. 

The tianladHons of ?this year are doled by a fingular inden¬ 
ture, lubfcribed at Edinburgh by the Caflile herald for England, 
and Si;aRvd<an herald for Scotland importing that the bilhop 
of Exeter, and iir Richard Edgecomb, the Engliili embal- 
(adors, had agreed with the bMiop of Aberdeen, and lord 
Bothwell, commiflioners on the part of Scotland, in the follow¬ 
ing manner: that, to ellablilh a lafting peace, three marriages 

‘ Alliany, anS his fon John, bore thcarms of Man, as appears from the medul 
and fials of tiie latter. Ferrerius, f. v. 394, fays the Englifli feized Man in 14S >. 
Yet, fince the year 1335, that ifle is imderftood to have been Aibjefl to Englifh 
lordsi but perhaps when James in 1469 acquired the Orkney's, be revived tlic 
tlaim. If an aftual conqueft took place it is unmarked in hiftory. 

' Heralds, like their fcicncc, have often romantic apperiation.<!. Marchmont 
W'a<! Roxburgh: Snawdm feems to have been Stirling paktcc. Itin. Will. i!c 
Worceftre. 
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filould be negotiated; between James, and Elizabeth widow of 1487 
Edward IV; the duke of Rothlay, and a daughter of Edward; 
the marquis of Ormond fecond fon of James, and Catharine the 
third daughter of the fame EngUfli fovereign: and that to con¬ 
clude thefe contrads, and to terminate the controverly con¬ 
cerning Berwick, which the Scotifti king ardently defired to 
regain, a congrefs (hould be held at Edinburgh on the twenty- 
fourth day of January next, another in May, and an interv iew 
between the kings in July *. This treaty evinces the ftrong 
dcfire of Henry VII to fecure the amity of Scotland; and at 
fame time the attachment of James to the Englifh, laudable in 
itfclf, and concordant with the beft interefts of his kingdom; 
but impolitic, confidering the period, and national prejudices. 

The final events of the reign of James HI approach, in- 14S8 
terefting from their novelty, and magnitude. A gradual con¬ 
federacy of many nobles had long been forming againft the 
feeble and dcfpotic government of this monarch; but amid 
materials not eminent in opulence, or accuracy, amid the 
variovis interefts and political views of modern writers, it is 
difficult to afeertain the different actors in this important fccne. 

There is no evidence that the congrefs, appointed to be held 
by the commiffioners of England and Scotland in January, 
took effect; and it even feems that the caprice of the Scotifh 
king, or fome other caufe, had alienated Henry, who granted May 
a fafe-conduft, in terms rather unufual, to the bifhops of 
Glafgow and Dunkeld, the earl of Argyle chancellor of Scot¬ 
land, the lords Hales and Lyle, the majiers^ or heirs of Darnlcy 
and Home, with on/s hundred and fixty attendants"; not as 

embaffadors, 

• Rymer, XII, 328. 

" Ibid, XII, 340, May. On the 30th Jan. Henry had iflTued acommi/Uon 
to Ni)rihumberland, to treat of peace, ib. 334. On the ad Feb. a fafe Condufl: 
appears to twelve perfons, not named, as envoys fent by James, ib. In May a 
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cmbaflGiJors, but for caules unknown, and the more extraor-* 
dinary as fomeof them undoubtedly belonged to the conlpiracy, 
and a rational fufpicion mufl affed the oUiers. On all Tides it 
is agreed that tlic former traitors, Angus and Gray, united to 
them Home, juftly enraged at a defpotic violation of private 
property; tlie lirft and the laft nobleman being the chief authors 
of the rebellion. I'he power of the Hepburns was led into it 
by lord I laics; and the treafon of the lords Drummond, and 
Lyle, is equally unqueftionable. Darnlcy, or Lennox, is ob¬ 
noxious to the lame charge, from the llrong teftimony of the 
carlieft narration, and from the mention of his Ton in the 
I'inglifli palTport; which fixes a ftain on Argyle, the lels eafily 
to be overcome, as he alfo appears in the mofl ancient account. 
When it is added tliat to thefe great names afterwards acceded 
I luntley, Errol, the earl Marfhal, and lord Glamis, the impolicy 
of James, which could alienate fo many chiefs, muft appear in 
a ftriking point of view; and the rebellious war of Douglas, in 
the preceding reign, links into unimportance, when compared 
A\'ith this grand confederacyOn the part of the king re¬ 
mained 


fommlflion was given to two people of inferior rank, to treat of a peace; but 
perhaps really to negotiate with the confplrators, ib. 34.0. 

At Eafter 1488 (6 Aprill Ramfay, lord Bothwell, was in the Englifh court, as 
envoy from James. Cclebr. of Ealtcr 3 H7. end of Leland’s Colled. Vol. IV. 

‘ For the names of the peers who oppofed James cotnp.irc Ferrcriu.s, f. 399, 
l.elley, (wlio however feems licre to copy the former,) p. 327: Lindfay, 139, 
names Angus, F.vmMe, the Hepburns, (fo imderfland his erroneous carl of 
Botliwf!!,) Home, 1.40, Gray, Drummond ; and from p. 14a it appears that the 
men were i hiefly borderers, whom the jtiflicc of James willied to reprefs. It 
mull be obferved that lord Home is here fo ftyled by anticipation, as he did not 
boar the title till 1489, on the death of his grandfather, a very aged peer. 
Dell ,las, ,44. Buchanan hardly mentions any names. The derclidion of the 
roy'a! p rt .• by Huntley, Errol, Marflial, Glaini.s, is evinced from the ad of in- 
dcmitii), Ads, f. 82. The records, and events, of the firlt year of James IV 
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mained the carls of Crawford, Athole, Montclth, Rothes, 1488 
Sutherland, Caithnefs, Buchan, the lords Forbes, I jn at, Frlkine,v—^ 
Maxwell, Ruthven, Kilmauris and Boyd. 'Fhe caufes of 
the confpiracy have already arifeii to view, in the courfc of the 
narration: the open pretext was that James had introduced 
Englilhmcn into the kingdom, with a defign to fubdue it to 
his own ab{()lute power, and to foreign influence h the pro- 
feffed intention, to dethrone, and imprilbn James; and aflign 
tlie royalty, or regency, to his fon. 

Rlfo prefent veracious teftimony. Argyle's continuance as chancellor indicates 
his being one of the rebels. Oliphant, who fat on the forfeiture againfl Ramfay 
lord Bothwcll, with five of thofe above-mentioned, may alfo be fiifpeftcd: and 
Seton and Fleming, from Lindfay, 146. Redpath, 457, fufpefts the bifhops of 
Glafgow and Dunkcld, named in the Engliih fafe-condufl:; as fpiritual lords arc 
mentioned in the papal rcrailEon. Add that the parliament of James IV, Jan. 

1489, conilituted Glafgow an archbilhopric in favotir of Blacadcr. Carm. 75. 

He, and Brown of Dunkcld, were of fouthern families, attached to the Hepburns 
and Homes. 

* Kilmauris was foon after Glencairn: Ferrerius mentions Sempil (f. 4ooj, 
not yet a peerage. If wc add Mar, Moray, Borthwic, Yefter, Morton, Salton, 

Carlyle, Sanquhar, Hamilton, Lindfay of Byres, Innermeth, Abcrnethy, Ken¬ 
nedy, Cathcart, Haliburton, Somerville, almofl: the whole Scotilh peerages of the 
time will have been named. The number little exceeds forty. 

^ A£l: of indemnity, A£l:s, f. v. 8z. The charge is ridiculous, and evinces 
the innocence of James, and the ignorance of the rebels. Sec the accufation of 
Buchan, 8 Oft. 1488, Carm. 77, as a fbarer in the treafon, which was to bring 
Engliflimcn and their king into Scotland, and to fell the country to the carl of 
Northumberland and Jtr William Tilderl A Angular obfeurity furrounds the 
events of 1488 and 1489. James probably applied to Northumberland, to aflift 
him, by invading the borders, the inhabitants of which were his chief enemies; 
and hence the accufation againft himfelf and Buchan. Sir William Tilder is 
furely fir William Tyler, captain of Berwick at the time, and concerned in fe- 
veral important negotiations. See Rymer XII, 465, 495, 5ja, 548, 554, 569, 

572> 635. In Perkin’s Manifefto, 1496, Tyler is mentioned as one of the 
mear perfons employed by Henry. Carte, II, 848. 
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1488 Of the events which preceded the decifive engagement, 
Buchanan has, contrary to his ufual pradice, given the moft 
ample and accurate detail, and the moft concordant with the 
original records. According to that hiftorian, James fliewcd 
diftinguiflied favour to Crawford, whom he afterwards created 
duke of Montrole; and to Angus, whofe condud at Lauder, 
and attachment to Albany, he afFeded to forget. But the king’s 
diflimulation and inlincerity being known, Angus regarded this 
new affedion as only the fnare of his own deftrudion, and even 
fufpeded that his powerful concurrence was courted againft 
the peers, with a view to fow divifion and ruin, afterwards to 
recoil upon his own head. It is aflerted that the fadious nobles 
Jan. being aflembled at Edinburgh, the king invited Angus to the 
caftle, and propofed to him to lend his affiftance in making 
them prifoners. Inftead of compliance, the earl difclofcd the 
defign to the peers, and joined them in their retreat *. 

In confequcnce of this moft imprudent confidence, after the 
defertion of Angus, the chief potentate on the fouth of the 
Forth, who could have aftifted him againft the rebellious in¬ 
clinations of the remainder, James diftrufldng the w'holc of that 
region, refolved to pafs into the north, which remained devoted 
to his interefts. With his ufual imprudence he eroded the 
Forth in one of fir Andrew Wood’s veffels, employed in the 
Flemifh trade. A report immediately fpread that the king, 

* Buchan. XII, 56, 57. The deep (liades of this hidorian are fomewhat 
foftened. He fays that James propofed to Angus to aflaflinate the rebellious 
peers; but Ferrerius, 400, allows that the king had a marked averfion to 
Ihedding blood. The aifemblage of the peers at Edinburgh could only have been 
on account of the fedion of parliament, there held on the 29th Jan. in which 
James, as above-mentioned, created four new peers, Carm. 72, with a view to 
W'caken the old ariflocracy ; but one of them, Drummond, ungratefully joined 
the rebels. On the rebellion of Douglas 1454 many new peers had been, for 
the fame reafon, created. 
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overcome by his fears, had quitted the realm to retire uito 1488 
Flanders; and amid the general confternation the rebels took 
the caftle of Dunbar, and advanced to Leitli. Having iflTued 
orders to the array of Fife, Strathern, and Angus, to attend his 
ftandard upon an appointed day, James proceeded to Aberdeen, 
where the northern counties eagerly poured forth their bands in 
defence of the ro}'al caufe 

The king now returned to Perth with his ftandard difplayed, 
and followed by Athole his uncle, by Huntley, Crawford, and 
many northern peers and chiefs, and by a numerous army. As 
he advanced David Lindfay of the Byres, who had gathered 
warlike experience in the campaigns of France, joined him 
witha thoufand horfe, and three thoufand infantry, if we credit 
the, perhaps, partial relation of Lindlay the hiftorian; who 
adds, that the king accepted from his hands the ominous prelent 
of a grey courfer, more fit as would leem for flight than for 
attack. Among others who furnilhed their array, lord Ruthven 
was alfo remarkable, who led a thoufand gentlemen on horle- 
back, provided with defenfive armour and Ipears, a thoufand 
bowmen, and a thoufand armed with fwords and mail. When 
James had reached Stirling, he was followed by thirty thoufand 
men, who only wanted a leader *. 

Thus prepared he advanced againft the rebels, who had 
not been deficient in their preparations. He found them near iiNpril ? 
Blacknefs, on the fouth of the Forth; and an indecifive fkir- 
mifh followed, in which Crawford, fir Thomas Turnbull, who 

» Lefley’s account, 328, 329, is very defeftivc. Ferrerius, f. v. 399, f. 400, 
confounds the affair at Blacknefs with that at Sauchy; and Lindfay falls into the 
fame error p. 137—144; at p. 142 of his hiftory a hiatus fliould be marked 
before the paragraph, “ Thus the king being in order,” &c. as all before relates 
to the firll encounter; all after to the fecond. 

‘ Lindfay, 140, who adds, “ by commons,” or exclufire of the common at¬ 
tendants of an army. Ferrerius, 400, eflimates forty thoufand. 
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1488 bore the royal banner, and Innes of Innes, eminently diflin- 
* guifhcd their valour. But both parties being fenllble of the 
odioufnefs of fhedding civil blood, and dreading the abfolute 
decifion of the conteft, a negotiation commenced; the king 
lubfcribed fome unknown articles, and delivered Athole to 
Hales as a pledge of their accomplUhment. The armies were 
difmiffed, and tranquillity was for a very fhort time reftored ^ 
Thus did the timidity of James lofe an occahon never to be 
recalled. 

The demands of the rebels appear to have been exorbitant; 
and James eluding or delaying their accompliflunent, the con¬ 
federates gradually extended their influence, and proje6ls, till 
at length they infifted on the king’s abdication, and tlic fubfti- 
tution of his fon in the regency, or on the throne *. 

The monarch learning this formidable defign difpatched 
envoys to Fiance, and England, to fblicit the immediate inter¬ 
ference of thefe powers, by embafladors to mediate between 
him and the difcontented ariftocracy; but this mediation, if 
effedled, was fruitlefe ’. The royal heralds, lent to fummon 
the refraftory peers, Were treated with contempt and perfonal 

’ Even Buebanan blends with this fingular tranfadion fome ctrcumftanccs, 
palpably belonging to the events of June, as the capture of the prince by the 
rebels, which, if it had occurred, would have rendered the deliverance of Athole 
as a pledge ulelefs, a fiiperior fecurity being already in their hands. Nor does 
he hint at any confliil, tlwugh the battk at Blacknefs be mentioned in the 
creation of Crawford, duke of Mwitrofe, for his fcrvices in “ the faid battle,” 
Scotll. Cal. 18 May 1488. Rudd. Buch. I, 446. Of the fame date is a charter 
to fir Thomas Turnbull of Greenwood, who bore the king's banner. Scotfl. 
Cal. Of the 24th May is one to Innes of Innes, ib. of the 17th to Collefs of 
Balnamone, and Somcr of Balyard, confirmed March 1500. Ib. under the 
latter date. All arc for fervices on this occafion. Lord Kilmauris was created 
carl of Glencairn ; but the title died in a few weeks with its owner, and was not 
revived till 1503. 

* Buch. XII, 59. * Ferrer, f. v. 399. Lell. 328. Buch. XII, 59. 
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injury; and their written mandates torn in derifion. Both 1488 
parties again prepared to terminate the difpute in the field. 

James fortified the callle of Edinburgh, where the treafure ac- May 
cumulated by the unwife avarice of many years was placed; 
and again fent to fummon the northern chiefs to his ftandard. 

Meanwhile the confpiring peers found means to corrupt 
Shaw of Sauchy, in whofe charge the prince had been left at 
Stirling; and the infamous governor furrendered the innocent 
youth, who was conduced to Linlithgow, and by conAraint 
was to appear guilty of a father’s blood. It was artfully pro¬ 
claimed that James fought the life of his ion, whofe defence 
had called the peers to war; and the prince’s name was itfelf 
an army. A part of the king’s treafure, which had formerly 
been feized at Leith, contributed to provide waggons for 
baggage and Aores, and to attra£l: the deiperate and the mer¬ 
cenary 

James proceeded to Stirling, to join the peers of the north 
and weA, who were advancing with their troops. On his 
arrival the treacherous governor denied him admittance. In 
the north, Huntley, Errol, the earl Mar Aral, and Glamis, had 
now deferted the royal caufe; and the junftion of fuch diAaht 
troops as continued their attachment was attended with nc- 
ceffary delay. In the impatience of irrefolution James was led 
to commit his fortunes to a battle. Glencairn, and other peers 
of the weA, having joined the royal army, the king advanced 
to meet the rebels, who had paflTed the Carron; and a field, 
about a mile fouth of the famous feene of Bannoeburn, was to 

* Lindfay, 139, 140. Buch. XII, 58. Our hiftorians feem unanimous that 
the prince was in the hands of the fadion, before the affair of Blacknefs; but 
fome difficulties attend that fuppofition ; and they, as mentioned, confound the 
tranfadions. 

be 
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1488 be the fpot of this civil conflict *. The army of the peers was 
apparently fiiperior in number to the royal battalions: but the 
cowardice, and inftantaneous flight, of the king terminated the 
a^ion, with fmall elTufion of blood. It was in vain to defend 
a caufe thus betrayed by its patron; and the adverle ranks 
(hrunk from the horrors of mutual flaughtcr. Yet a few 
fltowers of arrows had darkened the air, and the long fpears of 
Annandale had made an impreflion on his array, before James 
left the field; Glencairn, Ruthven, Erflcine, and a few others 
of rank, were flain; and many were wounded 

As the king, in his flight, was about to pafs the rivulet Ban- 
noeburn, at the hamlet of Miltown*, a woman, who was 
drawing water, alarmed at his appearance, and rapidity, fled, 
and left her pitcher, which ftartled the fteed, or difordered his 
career, fo that the unexperienced rider fell from the faddle, 
and opprefled with the weight of his armour fainted away. A 
miller and his wife conveyed their unknown Ibvcreign into a 
corner of the mill; and, to conceal the ftranger from any pur- 
fuers, they covered him with a cloth. Some time after he re¬ 
fumed his fenfes; but perceivitig himlelf much hurt, and very 
weak, he called for a prieft to hear his confeflion: and to his 
blunt hofts, who enquired his name and quality, his impatience 
aiifwered, “ I was your king this morning.” The woman upon 
this ran into the road, wringing her hands, and calling aloud 
for a prieft to the king. It fb chanced tliat fbme of the rebels 
were in the neighbourhood, engaged in dilbrderly purfiiit; and 
a prieft, one of lord Gray’s followers as is laid, riding up, ex- 

* It is called Little Canglar, on the call fide of Sauchy-burn. Nimmo’s Srir- 
lingfliire, 226. 

’ Ferrer. 400. Lindfay, 142. Such. XII, 6*. The date alfo appears in the 
chartulary of Glafgow, MS. Hail. 4631. 

* Ninuno, 230. 
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claimed, “ lama prieft, where is the king?” Being conduaed 1488 
to the place, he knew his fovereign; and kneeling enquired if he ^ 
thought he might furvive, by the help of furgery, to which 
James anfwered, “ I believe that I might; but let me have a 
prieft to hear my confeffion, and to bring me the eucharift.” The 
prieft, it is averred, heard his confeffion; and then llabbed the 
unfortunate monarch : whofe weaknefs deferved a milder fate 
than to fall the viftim of a lawlels ariftocracy, more inimical to 
public order, and profperity, than the feeble delpotifin of their 
fovereign 

On this important event Ibme refle<Slions naturally arife. 

Had James been vi 61 orious, the power of the Scotilh arifto¬ 
cracy might have been crufhed for ever; and, weak and def- 
potic as he was, it woukl have been better for the people to 
have had one tyrant than many. But this monarch, (if we let 
the dubious murder of his brother afide,) was more weak tlian 
vicious; and even when his feeblenefs and impolicy are men¬ 
tioned, it is rather in a relative than in a pofitive view, for his 
conduft was chiefly blameable, becaule ill-adapted to the fero¬ 
cious times and people, which required, in tlie charader of 
ibvereign, the duties of a- magiftrate, and tlie valour and (kill of 
a general. Had James lived a century or two later, his faults 
would perhaps have efcaped obfervation. But the condu<ft of 
the rebellious peers, whofe fanguinary luft of power, and eager- 
nefs to continue their lawlefs rapine, oppofed the Ion in open 
combat againft his father, that laft infamy of civil war, cannot 
be too feverely reprobated. They excite horror, while the 
monarch attrads a reverential compaflion. Loyalty, in fome 
cafes only the virtue of a flave, is in many the trueftpatriotifm; 

* Ferrer, f. 400, Lefley,.329, Lindfay, 143, 144, Buch. XII,6i. Nimmo, 

230, fays the houfe, where this atrocious deed was committed, is (till in exift- 
ence, and is called Beton’s miln, probably from its proprietor at the time. 


and 
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and it is no wonder that men of eminent fenic and integrity 
have manifefted an attachment to the houfe of Stuart, ap¬ 
proaching even to enthufiafm. For its interefts, in oppofition 
to thofe of that wild, ignorant, and ferocious ariftocracy, 
which long continued to difgrace Scotland, were thofe of the 
country at large. The exuberant power of the peers, ever 
eager to gratify their private ambition at the expence of the 
nation, was the foie fpfing of the noted misfortunes of the houfe 
of Stuart. A long reign a liable government, would have 
circumlcribed their ruinous fway, would ha\ e prevented their 
pl^s of public plunder; and they fighed for a minority, a 
regency, the peculiar feafon of their arrogance, of their Ijjoii. 
The r^ency of Robert duke of Albany had taught them the 
fweets of sharing the royal power, domains, and revenue; and 
had contributed to tlie feparation of their interefts from thofe 
of the monarch, whofe influence refted on their lapport, and 
whole limited wealth and authority could little withftand their 
continued encroachments. Yet by uncandid or luperlieial 
oblcrvcrs, the delirc of our kings to relume their juft magi- 
llracy, and to enfwcc equal laws, has been interpreted as a 
delign to overturn the ariftocracy, while the royal meafures 
were folely thofe of defence. But as the peers really poffelTcd 
the chief power, it is no wonder that hiftorians living at the 
period, flattered, as ulual, the leading authority; and have dif- 
fufed over their pages calumnies againft their fovereigns, ealy 
to form and difficult to eradicate. In England, and in France, 
the fall of the ariftocracy about this time was occalioned by 

* It is remarkable that fame hiftorians hint that James IV fell not at Flodden, 
but by the liands of fome one of his peers; and perhaps a thcorift miglit infer that 
the cannon which deftroyed the fecond James was not overcharged without de- 
fign. But the deaths of James 1 , the III, the V, were caufed folely by tl» 
ariftocracy. * 

chance, 
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chance, by the revolution of human afiairs; m the former 1488 
country by the wars of York andCaficafter^yin which moft of 
the ancient noble families periihed; litter by a fimilar 

deibru^lion in theftruggles againfl: Englaim: 210 power of the 
fovcreign could have efFe<6hiat<^ £) vaift thofe 

more civilized countries: and to* impute fiich a itefign to the 
fucceffive princes of the houfe of Stuart, feems thte extefe of 
Ij’ftem and theory, the banc of hiftbrical veracity.’ 

James III fell the vidim of the ambition of others^'Smd nc^ 
of his own. He had held the iceptre nearly twen^-eight 
years, though his age amounted not to thirty-Hx;. - Hb ij|j|p 
were James his heir; a fecpnd James marquis, of Ormond, and 
afterwards duke of Rob, andarchbilhopqf St. Andiews; John 
earl of Mar. No female progjmy furvivldj^^refimt 
grapes, or mdd virtues, of their mother^i . 

* Crawf. Stuarts, 43, conefted by Stewan’i^Gen. 79. 
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A RE1»OSPECT OF THE STATE Of SCOTLAND, 
tWElNOTHE BEIGNS OF JAMES il, AND Hi. 
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—^ OhMKtntal artSf manners^ drefs. 


SECTION I. 

State of the people^ and of civilization. 


1437—T^HE origin, and progrefi, of civilization feem more to 
1488 A depend on fortuitous circumftances, than upon any ex- 
'crtioi^of human power, or whHom. In India, and Egypt, 
countries diftinguiihed by the iirft dawn of icience, the natu¬ 
ral fertility of the foil rtde^ed mj^ch time from labour; and 
gave leiiure to the mind to build Ipsculations of knowledge 
and improvement, of art anijlluxuiy. Yet that much depends 
upon the a^j||[y of .the governors, may be judged from the ex¬ 
ample <^tlie lawgivers of antiquity, and of Peter the greati 
and Qth^ts in modern times* 


No 
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No theme can be mcwe important than the means of diffii* 1437— 
fmg civilization in a barbarons country, yet the richeft libra- *488 
ries will be found to prefent no di%iifition on this grand topic. ^ 

Sir Walter Raleigh has d)icrved that ** the wiiBom of one age 
is the fooliflincfs of another;” and the remark is peculiarly 
verified in the labyriitkdis of fruitlcfi fciencc, itrhile paths 
of ufeful knowlfdge are feldom ea^orcd, Maiij^’%ninent 
writers have recently reviewed the progrefii of ibciety, from 
the foreft to the city,, from the feeble canoe to the wooden 
fortrefs which conveys a thouiand mariners, and thunders its 
mandates in the diftant ieas: but the l^red plans of m*- 
proving whole nations, of educating the barbaric mind to iti- 
duftry and peace, of i^edily advancing a community from 
rudenefs to refinement, have not^ yet attiaftcd the attention 
which their, high importance demands. The very theory 
would afford ufeful views, and expand political and. moral 
knowledge: but leaving this vaft theme to the fedulous labour 
of philofophy, the prefent objeft only warrants a few brief re¬ 
flexions. 


Amid tlie various quefrions concerning govei;ament, it has 
rare^ been’ difeuffed to what particular ffages of focicty the 
different forms, are beft adapted. One of the chief intentions 
of government, and fociety,'% t6 advsince the i^tional wiiHom 
and profperity; aiid it frems'a'flblf-evideht propdfftion that a 


democracy of favages, or badbarjafis; would be t mere anar¬ 
chy; and that equdity of ignorimce, 9^ equalify of mifery, 
would be among the mo 4 ,fiwfC®’rights of ite conft^tioa. As 
the advantages of laws ^^d be unkno^fij it would be vain 
to .expeX a lawgiver to arife; and:’ the more fugacious could 
only confblidate the mads by the cement of degrading 
fuperffition, in itfelf the very f^rcmgefl: obfttcle to knowledge 
and improvement But the habits of man fonhid fuch a* ftate 
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1437— to exift, iftxcept in theory j and an ariftocracy of chiefe and of 
1488 |)riefts, of ftren^ and bf WliHoin, is the cariieft ftage of fo- 
^ciety yet difcovered in any country. Even here the fmallneis 
of the communities^, their jarring'ittterefts, their continual 
confli^s, pre&nt an infaperable hirrier and 

llich it^e path of jprovidence in ijravy^inf good from evil, that 
the finrtyrant yf^hb WercbiiMil the 6thei^ and ufurps the 
ftyle of monarb^^^^y to hailed ai the‘ini^w®‘t>fcountry. 
SuperfHtion, ' tte* execration 'bf fcivilraed {nationgj is in this 
ftage moft^ ufefbl, as uniting the people>.|n! joite great body 
pchtic, and a»'alpifiing the imperfe6lion^< ^ The 

blended tribes afpire to a nation, the government alTumes 
a ilableibim $ the monarch muil emfdoymoft able men 
in the country, or invke foreign trlei^, tOrreuder his autho¬ 
rity lading and refpeftable; and' the coiilt thus becomes a 
f0cusi of civilizat»7b, which mud enlarge the more rapidly in 
proportion to diie afccndancy of the regal power. Uncivilized 
nations; may be regarded as in a date of infancy, incapable of 
judgifag what Mfe r^their benefit; and exertions, even of def- 
potidn, to fe^w^a nation more happy, may, it is believed, 
be patdonbd %;the warmed advocate for univer&l democracy. 

Such have been the uniform dcps of civi|^ation> in all 
ancient and mpdern^natimw^;'^ democracies of Greece had 
paiflfed thtohgh orde^ bf m^archy; and if the republican 
form; of govemthent^ be evd^m^ cbnveuienttind durable, in 
a large countify^ cven^ct^e invention pf, rcprcfentation, it 
mud be when ihe'nadbr^^ been^^i%btened, and 

imprxwi^ in a fiiperlative degir^. > . 

No errcM; can he more fa^ tpithe balance erf" hidw truth, 
tlun the edimation ancient: times by modern ideas. An- 
inditution, eminently udffvd at one period, may at another, 
b^ome mod pernicious; and die bane of one epoch may be¬ 
come 
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come the felicity of another. , While in a barbaric country the 1437— 
regal power forms the chie|?cnginc of civilization and profpe-^ * 408 
rity, and an ignorant arii^racy the jg«Md obftacle to thefe' 
important ends, in a more ad^tccd. pKod an enlightened 
ariftocracy may. diffwfe. tbanugh the national 

mafs, and kindle the flame of induflry and im^^dyeme^n flie 
moft remote corners of a widc eiPfir may p^efence 

and example vaiiqoifh prejudiefc% ;hradica||^;^l^^ or 

regal power, or by any democratic ;feh«^ the 

people may alTcrt . their right to ignorance iand fanaticifin. In 
fliort, whatever form of goWnmen| moft promotes domeftic 
comfort, and univfcrfel prolpefity, during any'particular pe^* 
riod of the national progrefs, may ^ be regarded as'^he moft 
eligible, without attention to any,un^rfel theory, or predi- 
ledion for particular cohftitutions. A barbarous common^ 
wealth {if foch ewr exifted without an arifljocracy) could only 
become enlightened by»^e conquefe^f civilized Rates: Sparta, 
and Poland; loudly jwroclaim; the disadvantages of an ignorant 
ariftocracy, deftrudive of all art> fciencc, and national ad¬ 
vancement ; that del^ifm is the wbrft of all forim for a civi-^ 
iized people, the dcfokted regions of the <e^^n 3 ^rmur with a 
melancholy yechoi^ 

The Rate of Scotland cohldnues ptefeht va cmifiderable 

degree ^of barbarifm j^rin gj h e reig^v^ James II and III. 

The UUidable efforts/dFa<^€|S|R 0 amesv to ihtrc^ace public 
order, were followed by fe^tminoririics* < and confofiohs ; ■ and 
the ariftocratic ftorms again hiined the weifere of the ^temu- 
nity. In impreffive language Bowarj yir>ho fknii;i®»cP|h the 
minority bf James II, bewails' die mifery -iof his country. 

** Long appears to us, O king, the- time' of thy arrival at 
majority, when thou mayeflr be abfe tO dcfiver us, confounded 
as we are vrith daily tyranny,aoi^effed with rapine and fpoil; 

when 
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Itiwu 4 l» 9 t? 4 :e laws, and exerdfc jufticc, that the 

X488 ppof, who aiyif»pg iu$ have no helper but God and thee, may 
be fr^ from the hand of the powerful. Mayeft thou remem¬ 
ber that thou aft aiMgiAutpr in order that thou mayeft crulh 
robber, ajijd reftram thpf? whp deal in rapine.” “ The 
groans of the humble, and the miferies of the poor, whom I 
myfelft who write thi$, teve leen this very day, in my own 
neighbourhoodt ^ their garments, and inhumanely 

derpoiled of thehr”^d9ha«ftip utenfils, eonftrain me to exclaim 
with him wh^ lay®» ‘ I jhpyp the injuries which are done, 
the tears pf t|fe innocent, and ho comforter; and that the 
dellitnte capnot rehfl violence. I have praifed the dead more 
than the living : and, happh^r than both have 1 eileemed the 
pnborn, tlie foie ftrangefs to the evils of this world.* And in 
anodier pafl^ge, oomparing the reign of James I with his own 
time?* ** Woe to ps mifptahle wretches, expofed to rapiiie and 
ifijury, how Oap we endure to live, who enjoyed fqch prolpe- 
rity in the days gf that mpll: illuftrious king, and now by a fad 
change of fortiipe experience the. complete reyerfe' 1” 

It is repaarlcable that this pontemppiEa)^ author clearly indi¬ 
cates the monarch as the legil^tor, a eircnmft^tce which con.- 
firms the idea formerly advanced that the lyng apd his council 
prepared the laws, Which afterwards received the fanftion of 
parliament. hJor did James w^il in the hopes which Bowar 
entertained ; for numfrons -laws calculated for the ad¬ 
vantage of the poor. The prgg^l^g pa^s prefent the more 
memorable ordinanges, hut a brief recapitulation may not bg 
improper. The ftridf obfervation of upiverfal internal peace, 
with the privilege of demanding a furety from the turbulent; 
the equal adminiflration of juilice; the punifhment of thofe 

* Cont. Fordun. 473, 474, 512. 

who 
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who afliR iiifringefs of the law: the fecurity of leafes, for the 1437- 
lafety “ of the poor people who labour the ground,” whatever 1488 
change of lords might haj^enj the-privilege to farmers of'"*^ 
church lands, rtoi to be expelled on a vateahcy of the benefice: 
the fevere decrees againft defpoliatron *. A lingular a6l merits 
tranfcription; “ It is ftatute and ordained, for the away-putting 
of fornars, over-lyars, and maftcrful beggars, ^ith horfe, 
hounds’, or other gOotfe, that all officers, ffieriffs, bikroiis,- al¬ 
dermen, baillies, as ^ell #ithifl the burgh as without, take 
an inquifition at every court which they hold concerning thele 
matters: and if any fh'ch perlona be found, that their horfes, 
hounds, or other goods, be elchekted to the king; and their 
perfons fecured m! his will be knoj’«i^n. And alfo that the 
Iheriffs, baillies, and office^^, iniquiife at evety court, if there 
be any pretended fools, bardir, or other fuch like vagabonds; 
and if any be found, thai! they be put in cuRody, or in irons, 
for their trelj>als, as long as they hav^’ wherewith to live, and 
when they have not, their ear io be nailed to the ttOhe, or a 
tree, then cut off, arid they banifficd the country; to which if 
they return, they Iha®- be hanged This forfcible lodging of 
fome of the pretended grdaf, arid idle, upon the' poor, was a 
notable grievance; and they are defervedly placed with coff“ 
tempt in the fame flatute which condemns pretended fitolsv 
and highland bards. By aether ftatute fornars are 
punilhed with death. 'Oic country, thriugh lorig fince de¬ 
livered from llich oppreffivc Ibdgers, ftill clalles fturdy begga'ii» 
among its grievances ♦. ^ 

* Pari. 1450, ^469, &e. The privilege to farmers of chutoh landi oCch« 

in a charter of 1450. Harl. 4631, Vol. I. * Pari. 1450, c. 21. 

* See the valuable Statillicai Account of Scotland, by Sir John Sinclair, 
pajjim. 
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* 437 — This prince alfb regulated the cuftoms exailed at fairs, but 

1488 apparently not with a liifficient liberality to trade. James III 
'" ^~"*juftly extended the prohibition, and forbad any exadion from 
the poor who carried their little articles to the fairs'. Jean 
Bonhomme has, in all ages, left a great, part of his fleece, 
either on the brambles of ariftocratic oppreffion, or {horn by 
the polilhed, fcizzars of taxation, often only a circuitous mode 
of oligarchic avarice and extortion. The regulation of the 
hoipitals for theiflckly poor, and other ftatutes of humane im- 
porti confer honour on the intentions of the legiflature. 

James III ordered copper coin to be iflued, for the conveni¬ 
ence of the inthgent; that cm account of Ae ^h “and 

divine fervicc^’* no dillrefs for rent fhould tilil>place, till three 


days after Wbitfundiy and Martingnas : that the proprietors of 
ferry-boats be reftrldled-to certain freights : riiat perfl>ns ad¬ 
vancing to the army refrain from injuring grals, or corn*. 

Of the laws concerning the burroughs, palled in thelc two 
reigns, fomc accounthas already been given in the hiftorical 
narrative. . The municipal authority became an diigarchy in 
the reign of James Ilf, on'ptetence ** that great contention 
had arifen, through the multitude and clamour of common 
iiihple perfons^i;” and this form was unhappily to continue, 
beqiufe a few are more ealily influenced by government, than 
a great number. But itiliarely the geauine intereft of a 
government to Hand upon asiwide a bafls as poflible: and for 
the fake of a few to render a number difeontented, cannot be 
an adl of j^IiycaVpiuden'ce^^ 

Edinburgh is^ at this, period, % an English contemporary 
hillorian ftyled a very rich town**., The city and barony of 

Glaigow 

» 1469, c. 34. ,* 1469, c. 35. 1474, c. 6a. 1481, c, 82. , 

» 1469, c. 30. 

• Cont. Ann. Croyland ap. Gale, Vol. I, p. 5 ® 3 » ditiffimum oppidum.” 
The author blames Glouceller for not facking it in 1482; while he took Ber> 

wick, 
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Clafgow were, in 1450, granted to the bifhop, and his fuc- 1437—• 
ceflbrs, blanch for a red rofc: and archbifhop Beton was to 
date “ from my city of Glalgow .But the profperity of the’ 
latter city was to commence during the tiiiirpation of Crom¬ 
well. 

A poem written in the latter part of the reign of James III, 
or beginning of that of James IV, prefeiits curious intelligence 
concerning the manners of the citizens'. A queftioh is pro- 
pofed, Why the wealth of burgefles commonly expires with 
their immediate heirs? The reafonS affigned are, that their 
fathers begin in rigid poverty, “ with good luck, and a half¬ 
penny, and a lamb’s Ikinthen proceed to the Situation of a 
pedler, who, when his pack becomes worth forty Scotifh 
pounds, buys a large horfe, then a cart. The next ftage is a 
Ihop in town; with a counter, chefts^ and Flemiih coffers. 

He becomes* a merchant, and goes to fea with exports and 
imports; marries a rich wife; his cupboard of plate is worth 
three thoufand pounds; his gowns and other garments are gay, 
filk on fundays, green or grey cloth at other times ; while his 
wife is arrayed in fcarlet. He dies; and his heir lucceeds to 
opulence unacquired by labour. The fon is nurtured in lux¬ 
ury, wears rich rings, and is difgufted to hear that his father 
fold fheep-fkins: keeps many fervants, fpends hk time in the 
tavern, or flaying at ; till finking into penuiy, he be¬ 

come the follower of fomc lord*s fon at court. 

wick, which cofl England annually 10,000 marks, perditio non acquifitio.’' 

The remark of this old writer on heneuokneet is curious: “ ubi per benevolentiam 
quilibet daret id quod vellet, imo verius quod nollet," p. 558. 

Oil the 16th April 1452, the king, (or die friendihip he bore to the earl of 
Orkney, exempted Edinburgh from the cuftoms on fait. Scotft. Cal. 

* Scotfl. Cal. and fee reign of James V. 

* The Tales of the Priells of Peebles, in Scarce Scotifli Poems reprinted, 

London 1792, Vol. I. p. 9. 

VOL. I. Y y In 
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In the fame poem the maladminiftration of juftice is repeat- 
1488 edly mentioned, as a chief caufe of the oppreffion of the poor. 
The coroners, the juftices^ the fcrjands or mairs, derived their 
impious emoluments by extortion, on various pretexts, from 
the more thriving yeomen, tUl they reduced them to poverty, 
or forced them to leave their junfdiftions, when their fuccelTors 
fuffered the fanae fate. Bribes alone could fecure an audience; 
an honeft farmcf would be accufed of theft, or rapine; and 
the fine impjp^ was meafured by the profperity of his in- 
duftry% The ^very laws intended for the proteflion of the 
poor were converted into inftruments of their oppreffion; while 
the repeated ftatutes for the due adminiftration of juftice were 
eluded during the regal fway, and fell afleep during a minority. 
Even fo late as Mary’s rdgn, the balance of juftice was com¬ 
monly ufed in weighing which bribe was heavieft. It was re- 
Icrved for England to fet the firft example to the world, of 
complete and impartial juftice^ one of the chief bleffings of 
civilized fbciety: and though the expence of the law be great, 
that of a potent bribe might far exceed it, while equality of 
wealth could alone fecure an equitaWe decifion. 

The Burgundian hiftorian, in deferibing the marriage of 
Mary of G elder, mentions the manners and drefs of the com¬ 
mon people as very rude. “ There are even,” fays he, “ many 
among them who feem to be altogether lavages • The con- 
traft between a poliihed Burgundian, of the moft Iplendid 
court in Europe at the time, and a Scotifli highlander, muft 
indeed have been ftriking. 

. Of this barbarifm the want of education was a chief fource; 
a defe6t which Scotland has fince ftipplied, in a moft laudable 


• Ibid. p. la, 24, See. 

• De Coucy, at the end of the hiftory by Jean Chattier, Paris 1661, folio, 
P- 575 * 


manner. 
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manner, by innumerable fchools, where the mind may be 1437- 
cultivated at an expence acceffible by the moft indigent. It is 1488 
only to be regretted that fo little attention is paid to the falarics'""*"*'^ 
of the humble teachers; who,, while their income ought not 
to raife them above their office of educating^ the poor, ought 
however to be enabled to preferve the eafcy and re|peft, due to 
fo ufeful an order of men. 7 

The. drefs of the common people continued a long time in’- 
the ftate deferibed in the former fetrolpeft. The ffimptuary 
law of James II ordained that no burghers, except bearing a 
municipal office, lhall wear gowns of filk, or Icarlet cloth,- or 
decked with mertrick furs. The regulation is extended to 
their wives, and daughters; who are moreover to ufe no 
gowns with long trains, except on holidays; and to wear 
“ ffiort kercliiefs with little hoods, as are ufed in Flanders, 
England, and other countries.” Inferior barons, and gentle¬ 
men are alike reftridted. None of the clergy are to wear 
gowns of fcarlet, or mertrick furs, except they be dignitaries 
of a cathedral, or collegiate church, or dodlors; or fuch as 
may yearly (pend ^two hundred marks, or Engliffi nobleSi 
And with regard to the commons, “ that no labourers, nor 
hufbandmen, wear on the work day other than grey or white; 
and on the holiday only light blue, green, •or red ; and their 
wives the fame, and kerchiefs of their bWn making : and that 
it exceed not the price of forty pence the eln. And that no 
woman corhe to churchj or market, with her face mujfalled^ 
or covered, that flie may not be known, under the penalty 
of forfeiting the head drefs 

* 1458, c. 70. 
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SECtid^ II. 

Govemmeniy Laws, Ta&ics. 

1427—. -TO the infdniiwk)ii already prcfented on thefe fubjefte, in 
1488 this preceding ‘retrofpefti and ui the courfe of the narrative, 
the abundance naaterials T^ and important 

additi(ms. ‘ ■ 

The able contemporary Foftcfcue, in his treatife on the 
Dommium RegaU md the Ddminium Poliiicum et Regale *; the 
former a government in which' the king makes the laws, or 
abfolute monarchy; the fecond when he rules by the laws 
made by the people, or limited monarchy; claffes Scotland 
under the latter defcription. “ The king of Scots,” fays he,. 
“ reigneth over his people by this law, to wit regimine politico 
et regali” He then proceeds to fhew the mifery of France, 
becaule the laws were made, and taxes impofed, without fum< 
moning the three cftates of thekit^om; that cowardice alone 
preferved France from irtlurrcfiidn, while’^the Englilh being 
rich never aroie, eiccept agailifr injuftice *; and their liberties 
being fecured by parliaments, induftry and wealth followed. 
After difcuffing the revenue, and expences, of England, among 
the latter of which he mentions the borders towards Scotland, 
and the garrifon of Calais as exorbitant articles, he obferves 
that the nobles of France were fo powerful, that no authority 
dared to tax them ; and that great danger would arife if Eng¬ 
land permitted fubje£ts to attain fuch preeminence. He adds 

* MS. Had. 1757, and printed at London 1714, 8vo. but his whole works 
deferve republication. 

* Thc^wf deguerrt ruined the French commons. Jaligny, 409. 

that 
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that the king of Scots who laft died, had only from apprehen- 1437_ 

fions of his rebelling expelled Douglas, ** whofe livelihood, ^488 
and might, were nearly equiva^n|,to his own.” In this the'’*“'''*** 
venerable chief-juftice was miiinibrmed, as the reader has feen 
that m6re than apprehepfions e^ifted. < ; 

It has already been remarked that in the treaty with France 
1484, it was agreed that on a failure ^of immediate .heirs,: the 
fuccellion to either crown Ihoiuld be determined by the. prelates 
and nobles. By an a6l of 1466^4^ was decreed that the dowry 
of the future queen Ihould be “ a third of the king’s r«i/r g/* 
a£i%ey that is to fay of lands and cuRoms This would 

feem to imply that the dower of Mary . of Gelder had extended 
to one third of the whole royal revenue. !, 

A moft important topic, the conftitution of the Scotilh par¬ 
liament^ has been referved for this epoch, as a centrical point, 
upon which the various information bearsii Only defoltory 
knowledge could have been acquired, by dividing the minute 
authorities into different periods; and the interefting nature of 
the fhbjed will excujfe fbme length in the difeuflion. Till the 
year 1587, when the repreientation of the fhires was fixed 
and afeertained^ there is hardly a variation in the model of the 
Scotifh parliament: andithe prefent view will of courfe anti¬ 
cipate a century, as wel^irevert to the records of preceding 
ages. Nor till the prefent period are the colletSlive materials 
fufficiently ample, to authqrife accurate difquifition; though 
the ftatutes themfelves affume a regular form, at the com- 
mcncenaent of the a^ual reign of the firft James. 

Referving till another plate any remarks on the two fupe- 
rior ftates of the kingdom,' the clergy and-barons, it fhall here 
be obferved that the burgefles are firft mentioned, fo far as cu; 


’’ Cap. a. 


imperfeil 
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1437—imperfect records Mfof^ pQfitive.evidence,.;in the year 1326 *. 

1488 Whether they appeared before, is rather a queftion of antiqua- 
“■“''^rian enrionty, than of real, importance; and the caufe of en¬ 
lightened freedom requires no iiippoit from the barbaric ufages 
of dark ages. Suffice it to dbferve that, as all the freemen of 
a burgh eould not appear, in pMliament, thcj|/eledcd perfons 
for that purpofe, and inltituted the firft example of represen¬ 
tation, that igrand fecret of modern government, and which 
forms a bads of liberty-unknown to all the ancient Aates. 

The able edgn of Robert thp* great was unhappily followed 
by the difhtrbed minority of liis fon David II. Yet the reign, 
of this feeble prince prbfents feme documents concerning the 
Rate of parliament, which ihall here be mentioned, as un¬ 
known to former writers, and as preparatory to the confidera- 
tion of the national council^ under his fucceffors of the Stuart 
family. 

In the parliament held at Perth, on the thirteenth of January 
1365, the names of the members are given, forming, it is 
believed, the eariieft example of What is called the roll. The 
bifliops are followed by the abbots of Dunfermlin, Arbroth, 
Paifley, Scone, Kilwinning, Coupar. Among the peers is 
John Stuart lord of Kyle. After ma^ knights, are tw'elve per- 
fons without dedgnation, and a gc^lM claufe of “ the other 
perfons ufually called nor arc the commiffioners of the burghs 
fpecided’. 

The general council at Sc<me, aoth of July I’jdd, cotidfted 
of the biihops, abbots, priora, dree-tenants in copUty “and 

• Abcrcr. I, 635, from a grant of a tax in, the Advocates library. Robert- 
fon I, 79. Wight on parliaments, Edin. 1784, 4to, 405. 

* 4to. Regider, f. v. 40, in the Stole Paper ofiice London, when perufed by 
the author Tome years ago; now, as he is informed, in a more appropriated 
repofitory the Regifter Office at Edinburgh, 


from 
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from each burgh certwn borgeflfi^ fummoned for efpccial rea-1437-- 
fons In that held at the feme place, on the a7th of Sep- 
tember 1367, the three cmmunkm of the kingdom being 
called, “ certain perfons were chofcn byJtheaa to hold a par¬ 
liament, leave being given to tije others, on account of the 
harveft feafon, to return tO; their hotnes;” From the clergy 
were felefted (ixteen; from the lonfe fourteen, at the head of 
whom is the Steward^, and there were ablent, from, contu¬ 
macy, the earls of March, Rofs, and Dou^as. The burghs 
are only Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Perth, Montrofe, Hadding¬ 
ton, and Linlithgow; their felefled delegate thirteen,, The 
objeft of difeuiOion was the royal revenue: and the king is 
empowered to fend embafladors, and levy the expence by a 
tax, without recQurfe to another parliament'. 

In that of Perth, of March 1368, a few were contu- 
macioufly abfent; but by the confent of the three communities^ 
on account of the inconvenience and Icarcity of the ieafon, 

certain perfons were elected to hold the parliament, leave 
being given to the others to return.” Seven bifhops, and nine 
others, are chofen ibr the clergy ; among the latter are Wil¬ 
liam Biggar reftor of Errol and chamberlain of Scotland, and 
the procurators of the bilhops of Aberdeen and Ro&; but as it 
was found that fewer were liiiEcient, the nuihber was abridged: 

For the barons are the Steward^, the earls of Mar and March, 
and the procurator of earl Douglas, with thirteen landed gen¬ 
tlemen ; and eight others, perhaps for the burghs *. 

At the parliament of Scone, r ath June 1368, appeared 
“ the prelates, lords, and burgeffes, who would or could be 

* Ibid. f. V. 44, “ qui ad hoc fiicrunt w caufa fummoniti.’V 

* Ibid. fol. Vi 50. . 

* Ibid. fol. 5a. The excufe is in tbefe words, “ propter importunitatem ct 
cariftiatn teinpoiis.” 

perfonally 
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i4.j7_pcrfonally prefent; others reprefented by their commijfaries i 
1488 others betug ab^snt from contumacy.” Among other ads, it 
was ordained that all prpccfles of appeal be prefented to the 
chancellor, befiwe the meeting of parliament; and that the 
parties (hould appear in the parhatnent; 4»ext following to heat;, 
the decKion , 

In the laA gt^eral council recorded of David II, and held 
at Perth on foe 18th of Fehruary i37|, foe burgefles prclcnt 
are mentioned to >have been fpeciaUy fommoned for certs^ 
caufes. Of foe lords three were abfcnt from contvraiacy. Mar, 
John of foe rifles, ,^and Gi 7 /^/f . 

' The model of this noted parliament- being imitated by foe 
kings of the Skmrt line,’ as mentioned in foeir fratates, it 
proper to lend h'due iUuffratioii.^v pr^mblc bears that, 
aa the chief pptportjcf this ^ot^ahc^ncil was to coitflder the 
ftate of the realm, foe royal revenue, and fotfete points relating 
to the admuufrratton of juflalfo, it was not expedient that all 
the members foould attend: for which reafon fome were 
cledcd, ** BY THE OatriCRAL AND UNANtMOOS CONSENT 
AN(D’ ASSENT OF THE THREE .COMMUNITIES .ASSEMRLED, 

to order thofe things that concern conamon jufticc, fuch^aaihe 
contradided judgments (or appeals,) quefrions, and other 
complaints, which ought tofbe difboffed and determined by 
parliament. And others wcre aleded, by the same consent 
AND ASSENT OF THE COMMUNITIES, to treat and .deliberat|lft’ 
on certain special, and secret, affairs of foe king and 
kingdom, before foe/' came to the knowM^ of 
general council 

For, 

>> 

* Ibid. f. 54. Aliis per ernmiffartt^ comparcRtibus.” The term, is hare 

applied to procurators in.general. * Ibid. f. v. 35. 

* Ibid. “ PER CENERALEM ET UNAMIMVM CONSENSUM ET AS8ER8UM 
TRiuM COMMUNITATUM CONGRECATARVM, ad ea cju» coucernunt conunu- 

nena 
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i'or the matters concerning the adminiftration of juftice 1437- 
were chofen fix of the clergy; ten knights, and four others^ *488 
for the barons; and feven btirgefleS. v— v<«»j 

For the fecret affaire three clergy; aiid ten others, among 
whom the Steward, and the earls of Carrick and March arc 
firfi: named, and the laft is Duncan Wallace, one of the 
attorneys of the earl of Douglas.” It is fpecially added Miat 
the king may name any othersi 

This, as far as appears, was the very firfi; inffitution of the 
famous LORDS OF THE ARTICLES, originally Only a Committee 
for fecret affairs, feleiffed by the voice of the whole legiflativc 
body. But the power afligned to the king, of adding any 
members he thought proper, led to great abufes. 

After the acceflioii of the houfe of Stuart* the earlieft memo¬ 
rable parliament is tliat of Scone, 2d March 137a, in the firfi 
year of Robert 11 . ' The burgeffes prefent continued to be (pe- 
cially fummonedj dx caufoy for a certain caufe. And as the 
general council is held for purpoles relating to the king and 
realm, and the adminifiration of common juftice, “ in imita¬ 
tion of the order and method which were obferved in the par¬ 
liament held at Perth, in the time of king David of venerable 
memory, and of his feign the fortieth year,” [18 Feb. 1370,] 
fomc were chofen by the genehal Aith Unanimous troN- 

•' j. , 

SENT ANh ^l^NT Of: THE THREE COMMUNITIES, for matters 
concerning common jufiice. And others, by the consent 

nem jufticlatn, videlicet judicia cotllradi^la) queiUonea, et querelas alias, quae 
per parlatnentum deiuerant terminari, difeutiendas et determinandas. Et alii, 
rEJR EARUNDEM CONSENSUM ET ASSEMSUM COMMUtflTATUM, clefii ad 
tiat^bqi'dum et deliberandum fiiper certis et srECiALtsus, et secretis, Regis 
€t Regmlii^gotiis, antequam veniant ad notitiam di£li confllii generalis.” 

Lord Pitmedd^, abqut the beginning of this century, had made fomc inac¬ 
curate cxtraCls from tbis invaluable regiller, and the above is among them. 

See lord Hailes’s Annals, 11 , 262. 

VOL. r. • iz 
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1437—AN© ASSENT ©B SAi© c(MM|i4fVNtTtES» tQ tre^t aad de- 
1408 Uboiiat? oix Sr?EQiAi< affaiys of the king su^d kbgdom# 

before they come to the knowledge of the general eomieil.’* 
The othe? w^embcrs were difmi 0 ed. For the names of thofe 
chofet^ we are referred to anotlher iffgifter. It is remarkable 
that in this parUara^nt the plea of fecreey is omitted; and the 
lords of the articles, are only chofen for special affairs ^ 
The parliament of Robert IH, in Feferuary 1401^ only 
bears that there 'were prefent the bifliops, [abbots,] priors, 
dukes, earls, Ijarons, fre^kolders, and burgeffes who holdi 
of our lord tlae king in, Bwt that tlw injftitution of 

the lords of the articjies continued an inveterate nfagc, appears 
from the parliament of Berth, a.^th May I4a4, the firft of 
James I’*, the it is believed, in which the jffyle of 
the artic.l:i^s appedts; and from numerous fucceeding par¬ 
liaments. It. is alfp certain that the ufage of diimiiling the 
other members, after the. ccunmittees of juRice and of the ar¬ 
ticles had beeiv feledleidU. was. continued to the parhament of 
1424, if n<M: long afto*: ib that the prolongation of thefeffion, 
after tte appointment of tihefc'committees, was a mere ftretch. 


' Ibid. f. V. 58, “ Imitando videlicet ordiuem iljum et moduiu,, quj fem- 
batur in parlamento tcujtq apud Perth, tempore vcnerandge memprbe domini. 
Regis David, anno regni ipfius quadragcfimo.”.. “ Et aili, per consen- 
stJM ET ASSENSUM EARUifOBM coMMUMiTATtTM, 'eie 3 i' 1 (||fCra 3 andum et 
deliberandum fuper certis speoiaeirOs Regis et Regni acgoHii, antequam 
perveniant ad notitiam concilii generalis.” 

The ftatutes of David II are inaccurately copied in a bad hand'; but the 
writing of thofe of Robert. II is greatly improved; whimee this pafStge ferves 
to illuftrate the genuine reading of; the fonner. • ApudSkene Reg. Maj. 

* ARs edit. 1566, fol; i. “'eledbe fuerunt certse perfonae ad articulos datos 
per dominum Regcm determinandos, dMa cseterts licentia recedendi." Be¬ 
fore they were only, to treat and dcUberNe i now to iittrmtu. 

of 
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of the prero^tlve* as tvcil as the latter corrupt mode of chufing 1437— 
the lords of the articlesl At’Wfhit pfecife epoch the committee 1488 
of juftice was divided into twbi t jUdicia^ or of judgments 
in criminal cafes, and 3. ad ccmfds^ ox oi ciVil caiifes and law- 
fuits in the laft appeal, doeslibt appear.' but fuch was the 
method in the reign of James III *. Yet eVfch at> this period 
the lords of the articles were modeftly riamted laft', after the 
two formef committees had heen apptttnted; not as was 
afterwards the ufage, whed the Ibi-ds of the articles were 
named by the influence of the cOtlrt, whefe demands ufurped 
a preference over the admmiftration of jttftice. 

The fteps that led to this radical alteration of the conftitu- 
tion of the Scotifh parliament, which WaS Stt firft to preclude 
the power of debate, by orily fei^uirhlg the fanftidn of a full 
parliament to decrees already adjufted j and was afterwards to 
make that aflembly a mere inftrtiment of the crown; deferve 
particular iiiveftigation. The* Chief eSufe was the indolence 
and avarice of the members. Who regarded their attendance in 
parliament, to which they were not only bouial by their te¬ 
nures, but under a fine of ten pounds fortdsfence, as a moft 
heavy conftraint and intolerable burden. Even in England at 
this period committees were frequently appointed and leave 
given to the other members to depart *. The foie diftinCliou 
was, that in Scotland the cuftom by a political folecifin re¬ 
mained, while the parliament itfelf continued in full feflton. 

This apparently flight difference, and the equally flight cir- 
•cumftance, that in England the members were too numerous 
to meet in One room, decided the deftinies of the two king* 

* Records of Parliament, Regifter Office, 

* See Rolls of ParUament. Edward III, in 1340, ordered that in every 
parliament a prelate, two earls, and two barons, thould fit to judge appeals. 

14 E. 3 cap. 5. Barrington on the Statutes, p. 244* And fee Wight, 98. 

« z z 2 doms. 
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1437—tioms. England had a free parliament for difcuffionj and a 
14P8 houfe of commons : Scotland an influenced parliament for 
afient, and her commons were overpowered by the prefence of 
the lEuperior orders. 

From the advantage which was afterwards taken of this 
inflitution of lords of the articles, it would feem a device of 
ibme cunning Auguftus, to lap the freedom of his country. 
It was, on th& contrary, the mere produft of chance and 
Weaknels.) Tlui appoinbnent of committees, and difmiflion 
of the other membera, in September 1367 and March 1368, 
the firft on account of the harveft, the fecond an unexpededly 
fevere fea^n and Ibarcityj evince the progrefs of chance: and 
the charadler of David 11 ^ and his hatred, at the time, to the 
Stuarts, who Were to be the heirs of his power, Ihew the want 
of defign. The unanimous confent and alTent, of the whole 
three eftates aflembled, teflifles that they exulted in their de¬ 
liverance from-the llavery of attending in parliament, and re¬ 
garded the eighteenth day of February, thirteen hundred and 
feventy, as a jubilee of freedom! 

The fubfequentfbtutes, which illuftrate the conftitution of 
parliament, are far from numerous. ^ The moft memorable is 
the next in chronological order, that of James I, in March 
1438*. * 

** The king, with confent of the whole general council, 
has ordained that the Imall barons, and free-tenants, need not 
come to the parliament, or general council, provided that 
each Iheriflxlom fend two, or more, wife men, chofen at the- 
head court of the fheriffdom, according to its extent, except 
the IherifFdoms of Clackmanan and Kinrofs, which may only 
fend one member for each. 

* Ails, f. V. 17. 

** Thefe 
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“ Thefe members fhali be called Gommiflaries of the fhire^ i 
and, by thefe Gommiflaries of all the (hires (hall be chofen a wife 
man, and expert, called the Common. Speaker of the parlia¬ 
ment, who (hall propole all and (iindry neceflitics and caufcs; 
pertaining to the Commons, in the parliament Or general 
council , , ' ■, 

“ The CommilTaries (hail have full and .entire power frorw 
the reft of the flieriffdom, teftifjed^by the fcal of the (herif!^ 
and thole of (everal barons of the (hire, -^o hear, treaty and 
finally to determincj all caufes to be. propo&d in the council 
or parliament. 

“ Which Gommiflaries, and Speaker, fliall have their expenco 
defrayed by thole of each (hire wfco o>;^e appei^ance in the par¬ 
liament or council, an equal ^allelTment being laid on every 
pound of rent, except thofe ofibiftio^s,. abbots; priors, dukes, 
carls, lords of' parliament, and whom the king di- 

re 61 s to be fummoned and admitted to parliament by his Ipe- 
cial precept.” , ; ; ; v ' j 

Such is this remarkable ftatute, ijthe intentions of which arc 
(uppofed never to have been fulfilled tiU 1587; when it was 
revived and enforced, and theefirft regular reprefentation for 
counties commenced m Scotland>It is evident that this great 
monarch wilhed to eftablilh a Houfe of Commons, on the Eng-^ 
lilh model, and to lay the foundation® of genuine* liberty, by 
dividing the landed geintlem«n itoin .. the peers, and thus 
ftrengthening the third eftate,, which only ccmfifted of a few' 
burgefles, unable to contend againft the whole landed intereft 
united, a French noblejfe^ irifte^ of a diftinfl ohler of noble- 

• The Ctf»iw6« Speaker is a mere abbreviated phrafe for the Cmmms' Speaker^' ' 
or Speaker of the Commons. It could never be intended that a commiflioner of 
the fhire ihould fupplant the chancellor, and htcome general fpeakcr of the par¬ 
liament. 


men 
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1437— nicn like thofe of England. But when this a6l was I'cvived in 
1488 15 8 7 *, the claufe concerning the Common Speaker, or Speaker 
of the Commons, was carefully omitted: and thus the chief 
intention was eluded, and the commiffaries of the (hires, and 
burghs, continued to (it in the lame houle with tlic peers. 

It has already been ob(erved in the hiftorieal narifative that, 
in 1458, it was cnafted that no freeholder (hall be conftrained 
to attend as a mcinber of parliament, if he hold of the king 
“ under the fum of twenty pounds” in land. In 1504 the 
exemption is, under “ one hundred marks of the extent that 
now is;” and an extent implies annual value. Twenty 
pounds in 1458, Scoti(h money being to the Engli(h as one 
to three, and its power being,to the prefent as ten to one, may 
nearly equal feventy pounds derling of modern currency. In 
1504 the coin was as one to four, and one hundred marks 
might equal one hundred and ^ty of our pounds. The Eng- 
lilh parliament bad enabled, in 1429, that none (hould vote 
for knight of the (hire, who had not; freeholds of the value of 
forty (hillings: but in Scotland k was efteemed a great privi¬ 
lege to be exempted from (itting in parliament; and voting 
could not be enforced even by the united ciForts of the monarch 
and legiftative body. 

From 1504 till 1587 there are no (latutes concerning the 
conftitution of parliament. 

To return to die confideration of the period under review, 
we have feen that in 1469, an oligarchic plan of appointing 
the council, and magiftrates of burghs, was inAituted, and 
the parliament was compared with common courts of juftice: 
and in 1482 the mention of tlw parliament of Paris indicates 
that the French idea of a parliament was, by the court, pre- 


* Cap. 113. 


ferred 
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(erred to the EngRfh. The numefotts clergy pfcfcnt at a Sco* 1457— 
tiHi parliament, and the want of an oppofition, are features *4^^^ 
delineated and explained in the preceding retrofpe^t. 

In 1488, as has already be«n ob&rved, the titled nobles of 
Scotland amounted to about forty. The ducal denominations 
were moftly confined to the royal family : die others were 
earls and lords. But thefe greater barons had no privileges 
above the fmaller :• all were ^eerSf or j^aresy in courts of juf- 
tice : a /or^and a lar^f are the fame, and the latin only admitted 
dominus for either: the lardy or lairdy was defigned from his 
eftate; and his wife was lady by the fame defignation even 
down to modern times. For diftimSlion the titled lords w ere 
created and ftyled lords of parliament. While there was no 
houfe of commons, there was no houfe of peers: every landed 
gentleman holding of the crown might fit and vote; but he 
could not be conftrained to attend except his eftate amounted 
to a certain film. 

Had the great plan of James I been carried into execution, 
as much additional rclpeft would have accrued to the peers, as 
to the commons: greater luftre, more important privileges, 
would have arifen to the former, as well as to the latter. A 
diftin 61 legillative capacity, a marked line of feparation from 
the landed gentlemen, might have gratified the pride, and 
ftimulated the abilities, of the peers; while the efquires, 
united with the burgefles, might have learned by degrees the 
eminent advantages* which commerce and agriculture derive 
from each* other. 

The leffer barons or lairdsy correfponding with the Englifli 
LORDS of-manorsj form fuch a fingular and amphibious dais, 
in the Scotifli parliament, that they excite curiofity and dif- 
quifuioii. , The roll of parliament, 1472, will give us an idea 

of 
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! 437— of their proportion to the other members; which feems to have 
1488 greatly exceeded that of the roll of 1365 above-mentioned. 

j February, in the prefence of our 

foyereign lord the king; and the bifliops, abbots, priors; and 
tho noble dukes, earls, lords, barons, freeholders, and com- 
millaries of the burghsj>^ underwritten; 


“ Alexander duke of Albany. 


BtJhiOjif.. 
Dunkeld 
Aberdeen , 
Rols 
Orkney 
Abbots 
Arbroath 
Melrofe 
Holyroodhoulc 
Paifley 
Scone 
Dryburglj 
Priors 
Portmoak 
Reftenoth 
Coldingham 
May 
Earls, 

The Chancellor ' 

Errol 

Marihal 

Huntley 

Crawford 

Morton 


Earls. 

Argyle 

Rothes 

Lords .. 

Innermeth 

Erlkine 

Haliburton 

Seton 

Borthwick 

Darnley 

Lindfay 

Gray 

Forbes 

Kilmauris 

Kennedy 

Hamilton 

Monipeny 

Salton 

Barons (or Lairds) 
Sanquhar 
Bewfort 
Haltoun 
Craigmillar 
Reftalrior 

O 


Oundas 
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Barons 

Barons 

* 437 - 

Dundas 

Bothiok 

1488 

Bargcny 

Pittarrow 


Ba& 

Abcrcromby 


Caldor 

Erolet 


Luis 

Rufky 


Terreaglcs 

Corns 


Elliotftoun 

Cranfton 


Ruthven 

Halkerdon 


Sauchie 

Boyle 


Elphinfton 

Ker 


Guthrie 

Gaik 


Torthorwald 

Dron 


Corftorphin 

Hume 


Edmondfton 

Balcolmy. 


Dalhouhe 



Commijaries of the Burghs. : 


Edinburgh ^ - 

Young and Boqjkil. 


Aberdeen 

- - Knowls. 


Stirling 

- - Walter Stuart. 


Linlithgow • - 

. - ^ - Fowlis and Foreft. 


Haddington -, 

- Girnlaw. 


Dumfries - 

- - Welch. 


Air - 

Multrar. 


Dundee 

- - Monorgundand Guthrie*.” 



* ICatmt’ EITayi on Brit. Ant. p. 125. In the inaccurate extracts from the 
records of parliament, made by Sir James Balfour in the lail century, and pub> 
lilhed by Carmichael at Edinburgh 1791, 4to, we find p. 58, five lairds, Stob- 
hall, TulUbardin, Elliotftoua, Halkfion, Reilalrig « for the fmall barons" 
in 1479!: yet in p. 59 we find many others prefent. And in April 1481, p. 65, 
he only names eight of thefe barons. But thefe extrafts being chiefly for the 
purpofc of fettling dates of creations, and precedencies, their imperfe^on is 
molt excufeable. 
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1437— Iti this parliament the lefler barons almoft equal in number 
1488 the clergy and peeiis. The rolls indeed leem imperfedl, for 
none, appafei^tly, remains which enumerates more than about 
< ^ bty members; while, in a ftatute of 1458, they are efti- 
^ted, aa we have jfeen, at about one hundred, and ^ninety 
and this, though one; tJf the moft ample, omits no lels than 
twenty of the burghs. But it is not the number of the /tf/Vv/r, 
or tenants m v^hich furprizeS: it is their fewnefs which 

merits inveftigation.sH ; 

An idle tradition prevailed in the middle ages, that one of 
our monarnhs dillributed all the lands of Scotland among his 
great barons, relerving pone for himfelf, except the Moot-hill 
of Scone. This tradition, though vague, exprefled the ftate 
of the country, chiefly divided into large territories, the poten- 
. tates of which held of the king; while their inunerous vaflals, 
enjoying greater or finallcr allotments, held of their lords. 
Hence the numaous charters of confirmation in our records, 
only lending th*oyal ian£tipn to charters granted by the ba¬ 
rons: andulift of tenants in cafiite^ including even the 
fmaller, would not, it is believed, fill many pages. Some con- 
je6lure muft however be allowed,the writers who might 
be expedled to illuflrate this topic,prefer declamation on the 
feudal fyliem; a rich mine, but already exhaufled by tlie la¬ 
bours of Montcfquieu, and pther able authoifiJ. Thofe parts 


^ The learned Craig ought to be named among the chief, his work De Feudis 
being the exuberant, and often the Jilent, fouroc of the riches of more modern 
authors. The reader who wifhes to ftudy this important topic, fo long the 
dctliny of Europe, may begin with that great work ; if he prefer not to afeend 
to the original authors, Gerardus Niger or Capagiftus, and Obertus de Orto, 
two Milancfc of confideration, who about the year 1170 compofed the books 
Df Ufihus Feudvrum, the early ftandard of feudal law. Sec Craig, lib. I. tit. 6. 
$ 3> 4, 5> &c. But the editions are fo fcarce as not to occur in the moA ample 
catalogues. 


of 
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of our hiftory, and antiqtjities, which are clear, have been 1437- 
illuftrated with great force and precifion; while the obfeure 1488 
cN cn require a taper to make the “ darknefi vifible.” u-v— 

In England the baron yvzs a. lord^ a peer : in Scotland 
\ as a laird, a man of landed property: the word ind^d 
originally only implies a man of courage, a chief*. From 
Domefday Book it appears that the immediate vaflals of the 
crown .amounted, after the conqueft, to about feven hundred, 
exclufiv'e of the ecclefiaftic fees’: of thefe feven hundred a few 
M'crc carls and lords; the remainder would in Scotland have 
been termed barons or lairds. In the latter kingdom it may 
feem that the immediate vaflal# of the crowh Could not, before 
the reign of David I, exceed two hundred; and the profufe do¬ 
nations of that prince to the church muft have diminiflted the 
munber of lay-fees. 

"rhefe vaflals of the crown, or tenants in edfiite, were how¬ 
ever ipeedily to be multiplied by various New dona¬ 

tions of the regal demefne, forfeitures of great fiefs, afterwards 
divided into fmaller, gifts of land by th|; vaflals* themielves to 
their followers, coheirfliip, and at length purchale by the ac- 
quifitions of commerce or chance, were among the operations 
which increafed the number of the vaflals in chief. ^ Hence in 
the reign of Henry III of England, reprefentatrves appear for 
the counties fame time with thofe of the bprghs: and fo 
rapid v'as the progrels of liberty iii that fortunate kingdom 
that, from the firfl: appearance, of reprefentatiOn for the-Couii- 


* Leges Langob. and in modern Spanifli Fareh is cither a mak oi>. a no¬ 
ble; not to mention the French iarm et fmm. In like tnani»«r the term 
lari, or Earl, apparently introduced by the Daniflt conqueft of England in the 
eleventh century, only figitified originally a man ; thus larl-wagh, via viri. 
Stiemhook de Jure Sueonum, p.'agy. It corriefpohds with the German carl, a 
ftrong man. * Dalr. on feudal property,'313. 
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*437”'ties, all had a right to vote who held free lands, or tenements, 
1488 of whatever lord or ifoperior; while in Scotland, when this re- 
k —trriLj prefentatiori was attempted in 1428 and eftablilhed in 1587^ 
the privilege, or fervitude, of voting was confined to the free¬ 
holders of the crown. - 

One great caufe which defeated the repreientation for coun¬ 
ties in Scotland, and rendered even that for the burghs irregu* 
lar and incomplete, was the avarice of the freeholders, and 
citizens, which ihrunk from paying the cojiage^ or falaries of 
the reprefentiitives. And they not only abhorred the duty, or 
bondage as they fuppofed, of fitting in parliament, but they 
even detefted the trouble of giving their votes. Another caufe 
was, that the members of parliament had no privileges what¬ 
ever, not eten the peers themfelves confidcred in that capa¬ 
city ; while die political wifdom of Elngland had Simulated 
emulati(»i, and had infpired rclpeil for the meanell member 
of the national comicil, by the freedom from arreft, and other 
immunities. If* James I, in his eager wifli to render the 
nation free, indufirious, and happy, afiigned fpecial privileges 
to the reprefenitatives of counties and burghs, it is probable he 
might have fiiccceded in eftablifhing two houfes, and an ex¬ 
cellent conftitution. The ftruggle is fingular; the court in- 
lifted wi diffhfing fome degree of freedom; and the people, 
oppofed their deliverance with furprizing zealfciand perfever- 
ance. 

To return to the confideration of the barons or lairds^ they, 
were hardly to be diftinguilhed, cither in common or legal 
language, from the titled nobility. They were not only dfe- 
nominated from their eftates ;• but to a latef period they ufed a 
titular fignature, as well as the peers. Prrr,. and peerage, do 
not indeed appear to .be Scotiih terms : in Ei>gland, when a 
lord of parliament was created, he was ftyJed a peek, but 

there 
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there fecrtis no veftigc of thi'stifage in Scotland* and there 1437-- 
being no houfe of peers or equals, fo't^^hicivhe could be called, 1488 
the nobles were peers of the reateif, ^ libt peers of parlia* r—' 

ment. The term peerage is indeed 'Vague^? even, at prefent; 
an Englilh peerage is an ineleflive hereditafprigiirto ffit in 
parliament; while a Scotifti.peerage is only d right to vote for 
fixtcen reprefentath’csIn ftrift propriety the sword . has no 
connedion with the parliament <»■ general'councUr; iatris an 
honour at firll; territorial, and paiTmg withi the laud like: a 
Scothhj afterwards perfbraal and hereditary j butievef 
implying power, territory, .rank,: precedence, inveftitvirfe by 
the monarch, diftindion of &at atid dre6 on foletbn occafions* 

In France the twelve peers fcem to havcduoceeded the 
or companions of the early mnaarchs, after the datteh title had 
dwindled into the count of earl; and aoknlnnf lodging no fupe^ 
rior but the &vcreign, they bqlejthe hqmbln fl«d^ proud title of 
peers or equals. The Noxmaiis ^ultrhdu|^ 

England; where it waa to ;jbe. .eoctdiufed r .to iSlI I who^j^ere fo- 
lemnly ennobled by the kin^j ahd i thereby attained a^ right of 
fitting in the upper houfe, only; knownv in th^, country, and 
thence ftyled, the Houfe of Peersts But ift Scotland; ;the, peers 
having at no period a feparatc houfe, and after,, the exfmdioo 
of the Scotifti pariiaisientby thftlJnion, havingfonly a rig^tiito 
feled fixteen^ their nuJiaber.;; the title.rcmains 411 its original: 
ftate, quite omind from any reference to parliament. 

The Banrentft of Bannerets,were an infemediate oijder,. 
between the peers and the pofleffing eftates of fuch ev 

tent, and of fe. many knights fens*, thaif they could lead, a gre^ 

* The reader who is defirous to fee a clfcar fubj^ embarrajred by a ftrango 
ailxture of ndw natnes and old ideas,, and old names and new ideas, joined 
with a fimilaf conflifion of chronology, may cohfult Wallace bn ancient Pebt* 
ages, Edin. 1785, 8vo., 

number. 
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1427—*iumber of followers to the field, whence they had a title to 
1488 difplay a banner''. They were alfo diftinguUhed by their pe- 
pyjjgj. gfijgigffy^ pj. cri de guerre; and by fupporters to their 
aptnorial bearings. ’ » 

But the Scotifli or Jairds^ hzi none of thefe high 

diftinflions. However final! their freeholds, they had a title 
to fit in parliament* as appears from the above a6is, exempting 
thole under a certain revenue from any conftrairit for appear¬ 
ance. In civiUmatters they could decide queftions of debt, 
'and many of pofleflion within their baronies; regulate work' 
and wages; and enforce the pay^ment of their rents. All 
criminal cales fell under the cognifance of the /aird, except 
treafon, and the four pleas of the crown: he had the power of 
pit and gallows, or drowning female and hanging male cul¬ 
prits, convifted of theft or robbery ; and his jurifiiiftion com¬ 
prized marly penal ftatutes>. 

On the other hand humerous were the diftindions between 
•the lord and the laird. The latter had no permanent denomi- 
nation, no perfbnal honour, his exiftence was merely territo¬ 
rial: he had HI), ibl^nn inveftiture, no fixed rank, no prece¬ 
dence, nor was he addrdfed with any appropriated term. His 
tenants indeed called him M/^er!^ not landlord, but this was a 
flavifh relique of the days of villcnage: and hence apparently 
the $cotifli phrafe of for .the heir apparent to an eftatc, 

thus Mailer of Huptley, of Darnley, and the like, frequent 
in our hiftory and records, and ftifl retained where there is no 
fecond titles 

TDMfiandard was confined to the king or general; the banner to peers and 
potent chiefs; thtguidon was a fmall flag with two peaks or points, and fupe- 
iior tothc or penon which every knight might put on his lance. See 
-Grofe hid. of Engl. k||ny II, 258. 

* Erlkinc Principles of Sc. Law, b. I, t. 4, 5 14. 
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. The£um£ caufes.which operated in England were, by flower 1437- 
degrees,, to increafe the number of the Scotifli tenants in capite, *488 
Money being fcarce, gifts and rewards were commonly afljgned'"'*'^ 
in lands; and even a meffenger of good tidings was recom- 
penfed by a ipnall eftate *. The nobles and lairds maintained 
their friends, and fecured the fidelity of theh’ followers, by 
fimilar donations *; but the tenure being from themfelves, as 
fuperiorsv the number ofperfons intitled to fit in pafliament, 
or vote, had reprefentatives been eftablifted, was little fwellcd 
^ their alienations. An inborn preference which mofl: men 
give to land above all other kinds of property, the defire of 
retirement eafe and a rural life, lb natural to the bufy citizen, 
conlpired to render the purchafe of land a great objeft of am¬ 
bition to the induilrious merchant, and to the fortunate adven¬ 
turer. Entails were unknown in Scptlaiidj till the feventeenth 
century; a deed of taillie merelj^regulating the manner of fuc- 
ceflion, and commonly altering it from heirs general to heirs 
male®: but other obflacles prevented the free acquifition of 

land,. 


♦ Scotd. Cal. pafllm. This itnporrant catalogue was, Tohif^years ago, dif-. 
covered by the author in the Harleian library.; and is noWj it it believed, print¬ 
ing in Scotland. The firft yqlunie is a tranfeript, but Sir John ^ott clerk of 
the Regider has avouched the"others by his fighature at the end of every quire. 
The charters extend from 1309 to 1587, dr later. 

‘ In that fingular work of poetry in profe, “ A true hiftory of Icveral honour-- 
abie families of the name of Scott, by Capt. Walter Scott," £din. 1688,. 
1776, 4to, we find p. 45> an account of nuiperous penfioners of Spott of Buc- 
cleugh, twenty three of his own name, all enjoying grants of lands. Clanfhip. 
cafily fpread when furnames were hardly known; and to aflume a name was to 
fecure an inheritance. 

There is a fund of odd fenfe in that book ; among other points the military 
poet fays. 

The rear is the fecond-place, if foldiers be but ftoutj 
They are fure to have the van, if the word bepUff ^ieut! 

* Dalr. on feudal property, i6flt, 163, where it is alfo Ihewn that Craig,, 
who wrote about the yiar 1600, knew not||ing of entails in the. modern fenfe. 
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I ^3 land, fo eflential to the circulation of the blood of the ftateA 
1488 An able judge even fuppofes that the jus retraSlus prevailed^ 
V—'by whipha right of redemption expofed the purchafer to an 
uncertainty in his property, a bar at once to its* enjoyn^^^nd 
improvement. While the famous ftatute of Qt/^ia Emjitfftej 
was to diffufe wealth and cultivation through England; in the 
adjacent kingdom the heritable proprietor was jtcL^e diftiu- 
guilhed by the heritable fterility of his poflef^on^^d by a 
firm entail of indolence and poverty. Yet’^y degrees com¬ 
merce and induliry were to affert their rights, private viep^ 
were to becoihe public benefits; and landed prodigality w^as to 
minifter to the national advancement. And though many of 
the purchaied lands held of the under lords, there is little room 
to doubt that the freeholders of the crown were increafed by 
this progrefe of focicty: but a juft eftimate of their number 
could only be formed from ai^numeration of the charters in 
the regifter at various periods, a toil perhaps furpaffing the 
value of the information. 

TJiat no reprelentativcs for the counties appeared till.1587, 
is fufficientl^lear from the fileiice of the ftatutes, and records: 
and the afl of James 11 , concerning the parliamentary dreis, 
is mute concerning the commiflioners of the fhires, or even 
the leffer barons in general, though moft particular in regard to 
the earls, lords, and burgelTes. It is hence to be inferred that 
the lairds appeared in parliament in their ufual drefs; nor dpps 
it appear that, in latter times, the reprefentatives of fhires were 
diftinguifhable by their apparel from the bnrgefles. 

To clofc this difeufiion concerning the le^er barons, the 
length of which can only be excufed by their importance in 
the national and conftitutional fcale, and the Angularity of 

It was in the reign g^harles II that they began to be frequent in Scotland. 
Ih. 165. In the rc* of James VI the lairds amounted to about one thoufaud. 
“ Certaine Matters," &c. 1594. 


their 
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their rank in fociety, wh6n compared with more civilized go- 14^7— 
\i 43 -nments, it (hall only be further obferved, that the term laird ^ 4^8 
has'become of no refpe6i, and is even ironically applied to the 
portioner of land, whofe eftate is half a field, but who joins 
the induft^ of an artifan to the healthy purfuits of his little 
agriculpOM^’Eof ^e denorriihatibn, being territorial, is only 
hofwMrel^Mipro^^lon to the territory; while the Englifh 
term Efquire, affighed to any man who bears a fhield, or in 
other words has, an: armorial blazon, is a perfonal did^in6lion, 
extended to opvAjf^i^ to emiiicnce of talents, to fortunate in- 
duftfy, as well aitp, jbphfiderable pofTeflions of land. 

In paffing to the iaft divifioh of the national council, the 
Burgcffes, it is firft to be obferved that riie Royal Burghs alone 
had a right, or rather, to fpeak in the language of the times, 
were burdened by their tenures from the crown with the heavy 
duty of lending reprefentatives'to parliament. The Burghs 
of Barony j or thole that held of great barons whether temporal 
or fpiritual, were exempt from this flavery: Glalgow for, in- 
Bance though a burgh of fome confequence, even then, as 
holding of the bilhop, lent no coramifiioner. To ffeole already 
mentioned, in the above roll, may be added Berwick, Jedburgh, 
Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dunbar,. Kinghorn, Forfar, Brechin, 
Wigton, Kirkudbright, Irvin, Dunbarton, North Berwick, In- 
verkeithing, Coupaci; Perth, Montrofe, and others ’’; lb that 
the reprefentatives for the burghs might have amounted to 
between thirty and forty, if another lingular pradice had not 
prevailed, that of many of thiS burghs appointing the reprefen¬ 
tatives of the others to be their proxies; every method of ex¬ 
emption ‘from attendance being feduloully pradifed, in order 

to avoid the trouble and expence. 

• 

’ See Cartn. 59, pari. 1479. In 1682 they amounted to fixty. Prefent 
State of Scotland, London 1682, 8vo, p. 131—134. 
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14^^-. As the feiSon of a parliameat commonly lafted only a few 
14^8 days, the chief magiflrates of the burghs could attend, without 
a long abfeuce from their duty; and it appears that they were 
generally the reprefeotatives. The ol%arthic form of muni- 
cipaUty, introduced by James III, r^scef&rily •confined the elec¬ 
tion to the towo-^cOuncil, ^e jjiody of the bdigdOTcs- iitf freemen 
being excluded*: Henc^ it is jcomputed tbht there are not in 
Scotland, at; tl:^ day, above three thoufrhd voters for national 
repfefeht?^v^ .ci^er -of counties or towns *. 

. In the eariiefr Scdti& parhtunents, we have any 

record, k appears that deputies *for the burghs attended, to 
fettle the proportion of taxes, whioh the, toum to bear: 
and it is not ioiprobabk .that'principal 
burghs may be inclt^ded in ifesuWr, or 

fireud-homtnesi, and of the moft ancient 

national councih *. ‘hIbny iancuent ’Engliih cuftoms may be 
traced in mo^ modern Scptifii ; and for this reafbn the 
frudy of the’latter is impmtapt to in both kingdoms. 

That the magifrrates laf tbef ^c^ towns were, in an appro¬ 
priated fenfe, members of befere the reign 

of Henry III ,in;ipngland* aiid Rohi^I in 1^ thei-e is 
unhappily no pofitive proNof: but that they attended^ efpeciaUy 
in cafes of taxation, ahd probably at the bar^ there is feme 
proof,: and every reafen to infer, la Sowknd there were 
neither towns nor commerce, till’a comparatively Jate period; 
but the ufag« are evidently of ^nglilh origia, confrant inter- 
courfe, imd an amky feHcm i interrupted, having prevailed 
between the natbns, tiU the bafe and unkit^y condud of 
Edward I forced Scotland into the arms of France. Now in 

• Dalr. 330. 

* For thofo of Scotlaad Sut tbe Statuta Willielsu, et Akxaadri Secuadi, apud 
Skene Reg. Maj. 
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England, as in bthJsr Eunof^n: kingdoms, no reprefentatives 1437— 
from towns could a|>peiar 4 a ealrfy times; and the numerous *488 
barbaric codes of laws, 'though teoR minute in other points, 
are, it is believtsd^ complenily ^ tliis head,, 

but on muBdcipal regulation, -‘Thfeireafon is clear; it was be- 
caufe the barbarians who oyeii^ned the RottUm empire de- 
tefted thecivb liftfi and prdSsrved.tladK ancient riiral manner^^ 
and occupations. The towns beipg conquered, had no right 
to expeS a reprefeotation in the nationsd affcmblies of their 
viftors, held in ample plains taider dartopy of heaven; 
and it was to the ccaitcmpt and indiicrence of the conquerors, 
that they were commonly indebt^ for inch privileges as they 
retained* as- the -fight of cle6Hlhg their own magiftrates, and 
other minute reliqueS of fret^m. Wheh the Saxons, when 
the Normans conquered Englandy the fame caufes muft have 
operated; the Englidi feprefentativiM of London muft have 
made a ftrange appearance in an aflfembiy of Norman free¬ 
holders, to whofe language and laws they wcf^*abfolute ftran- 
gers. But the mi^iftrates might be called to the bar, to advifc 
and give their confent to die mariner of proportioning a 
tax, and enforcing its colled-ion itt their rei^eiftive towns, the 
language of money being ve^y auditde and clear. 

On looking into the hiftoity«<ir '&e Scotiih parliaments, we 
accordingly find the bdrge^ ^ecially mentioned on the oc- 
cafion of a tax impofed by William *. Even in the reign of 
James II,’ as wi^ afterwards dppear in thisiretrolpeft, they fat 
at the bar of the national Council :• in that of James III feveral 
adls bear to be paflfed by the clergy and lords: in 1504 a fpe- 
cial ftatute appears, ordaining that the* commiffaries and 
heads.men of the burghs be warned when taxes or contribu- 

* Foniun, i, 529, A.D. 1211. 
abba 
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i427_-tipns are given, to have their advice therein, as one of the 
1488 three eilates of the realm*.’’ In 15^60 we find ten Jirovojls 
of the chief towns among the lords of the articles As the 
ftatutes are filcnt concerning the mode of'clcfilion, and repre- 
fentatiou, for burghs, it woul4 feera that one or two of the 
magiftrates were nominated blithe others, or by the council. 

The Royal Burghs were indeed bound by their tenures, as 
holding in chief of the crown, to attend the parliament; but 
as proxies were allowed, and the fine itfelf ; for'abfeace was 
only ten pounds, the tenure was negle£ted and illuded. Nor 
could the incorporation of a burgh by .r<jyal charter be an 
ufage of much antiquity in Scotland, perhaps not more an¬ 
cient than the reign of David I. 

So much for the Burgeffes, the only real commons of Scot¬ 
land ; the lefler barons having weakly preferred an infignificant 
mixture with, the peers to the.noble ambition of heading a fe- 
parate affembly, Modern party: has embroiled many of the 
queftions on this fubjeft; a whig wUhing to increafe the anti¬ 
quity and power of the commons, while a tory endeavours to 
diminifh*them: but to plain’fenfe^ and cool rOafon, the topic 
is only important as illuftrative of hiftory; nor can the difcuf- 
fion of barbaric cuftoms hinder, or advance, the caufe of en¬ 
lightened freedom. 

Having thus confidered the ifeyeral clafles of men, which 
compofed the three eftates of the nsUional council, one of the 
moll: intercfting objc^ fin modern Wftory ; Ibme other parti¬ 
culars remain to be Bated, in order to prefent clear informa¬ 
tion concerning its conftitution, and procedure. 

The number of the members* we have feeu, amounted to 
about one hundred and ninety j but fropti the rolls there, never. 

* Cap. 85. * Robeitfon Append. N* IV. 
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appears more than half the number; the others being abfeht 1437— 
from ficknefs, diftailce, feuds, monage, efpecial affliirs, or other 1488 
reafonable caufes; and fome frortt contumacy, or an oppofrtion 
to the meafures of the court at" the-time. Even iiv modern 
times to fecure the attendance of a certain number, in a na¬ 
tional council, the members ou^ht to double that number. 

James I ordered, in 1426, that ho prelate, earl, balron, or free¬ 
holder, fhould appear by a procurator, except on proving a 
lawful caufe of ablence *. It would feem that the procurators 
are omitted in the rolls, and often indeed one member might 
appear for many; but fometimes a lavi^yOr was proxy for an 
abfent peer; and the omiffion might be according to the forms, 
or intended to difcountenance the practice. At- any rate the 
omiffion of the procurators muft confiderably abbreviate the 
rolls of parliament; 

It was a royal prerogative to iummon the general council, 
which was donfe by letters,: under the figiiet, to the clerical 
members, and greater barons; and by precepts from chanceiy 
to the fherif^, for general iummonfes to all members relident 
in each Ihire. During a minority this prerogative was exerted 
by the council of regency; but few or no permanent laws were 
ever paiTed, except when the Sovereign had attained the years 
of majority preferibed by law. 

The members having,' ■ a'day or two before, arrived in the 
city or town where the’'^parlianient was to be held,' oh 1 the' 
morning of th© nsfeeting they* aifeiftbled at ah'appointed place, 
and proceeded ort lK)^rfeback‘ih'great fiate' m This 

proceffion was called-the Ridfitig of'th^' Eai-liamentV and was 

* Cap. 52. T**? iJlpws^p|)ocai#cfrs)toiitp][ear fpr the lefTer 

barons. Mr. Wight, p. 57, feems rightly to infer that both the ftatutes, of 
1458, and 1504, only abfolve the perfotos from attendance, on condition that 
they fent proxies. 
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1437—a rei^imcd to Ae lateft period of the Scotilh te'gifla- 

1488 turc. Amid the found of numerous trumpets, and the armo- 
rial difplays (^heralds, firft appeaired tHe commHhoners of the 
burghs, then the leffer barons ; followed by the lords, the 
bilhops,^ the carls, the aTChbilhops, the dhkes. Three chofen 
peers bore the crown, feeptrc, arid fword^ before the'monarch, 
who Was attended by his guards. At the door of the hall fat 
the lord high cpriffiSble,W receive the membc^iM they alighted, 
and probably in his original office of ^Ving otdeh c^ 
the ftabling of their horfes till their fettirn *. 

The pler^ probably took their feats on die tij^t, the peers 
on the left orthe thifone, as lit England: and lb numerous 
were the formd*, that the lefler bar<mi prefeiit would merely 
complete the left ranks. At the bottom, near, or perhaps 
without, the bar, fat.the Commiffioriets Of the burghs. The 
clerk of the regider was apparently the clerk Of parliament: 
and it is to be inferred that hei-itnd ibme other officers of ftate, 
fat in die middle before thd rarone *. 

The roll being calli^, and ^bme other formalities arranged, 
the chancellor, or fomedmes d»jfecr^aty^ made a IhOrt fpeechj 
and as they were>cc^Wniy dHdfOiun^ it was in the nature 

s See tte prints of the Riding the Scotilh pStlittmtmt in the rrign of 
Charles ll.. , 

* The au^or of Stite 1682, fi^^s 016 Chancellor, and 

other officers trf ftate^ fat ipder the threme ; and helow tKetn the Lords of Sef* 
fion or judges: in ffie n^ld'Were’ two tt^^, one himrbg the ^^aSa by which 
fat the Cobftahk ilUid MsrQudH at ffie oriier Was thederik-cf- i^^^ with his 
deputy clerks laho ago tW ddka pf padil^^ ; P. 84, 85. 

In Cal. B. y, 266, is 0^1 the Sc^tiffi parliament in the rdgpn eff 

James VL At that time members continued in toWn while the lotds of 
the articles^Iat, * week or two, and all met on the iall day to approve or 
condemn. Pairiiainent was either or'imm’it/V the former cafe required a 

proclamation of forty days before anotiiiirt coirf^ be held j the latter only of fif- 
te^days. 
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of afenxion of the time, fcafoned with latin quotations from 1437— 
fcr^tufc. The three eflates then proceeded to their chief of- 1488 
fice, Ac appointment of commit(ees.of juftice, and of the ar- 
tides; who being feleded, the otW members were at liberty 
to depart to Aeir reCpedive homes: and often did not affemblc 
till next year, when they gave Aeir fandion to the laws pre¬ 
pared by the committees. But it ahb often happenjp^ that the 
ftatutes and ordinances were^already fafluoned by the chancel¬ 
lor, and other cheers of ftate^ or could eafily be forwarded; 
fo that the members remained in the town, and even continued 
their feffion occafionajly from five to fifteen days, the laft of 
which was appropriated to the pronunciation of the decifions 
of the committee of juftice, in prefence of the whole houfe^. 

As the members were ineledive, Ae commiffioners of the 
burghs alone excepted, Ae prorogation, or dUfolution, of Ae 
parliament could not be alternatives of great confequcnce. 

In England, at this period, a parliament feidom fet above one 
feffion of twenty or thirty days; but fometimes three feffions 
were known. The geueral form of the Scotifti parliament 
feems to have been annual ; and Ac magiftrates, who repre- 
fented the towns, being commonly of yearly continuance in 
office,^ it may be difficult to point out an inftance of a proro¬ 
gation from one year to another: though Aofe of two or three 
monAs in Ae feme year are no^ unfrequenf. A curious in¬ 
ftance of Ae prqrogation of a parliament, followed by its dif- 
lolution, occurs in the records. In Ae turbulent laft year of 
the reign of James 111 , a parliament met in Jaimaiy, and was 
prorogued to Muy. But on the 17th Februai^ 1488, James 
iflued the following order. “ We do you to wit that our fevc- 

• ■. y 

* The vote of /tfiMf was latterly allowed, as in the Roman fenatc; but 
the uAial votes •wcte.eppnve Or net (Pnef. State 87, 88,) an expreflion 

rather belonging to fandion than de'^te. 
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reign lord, by the advice of his council, has for certain rea^ 
1488 fonable and great caufes, deferted and diffplved his parliament, 
which was formerly prorogued till the day of. May next 
to come: and has ordained a new genera^;parliament,;to be 
fet, and proclaimed t 9 ,| 5 e hohJen 4!t Eidinburgh the twelfth day 
of May next to come, with cDnJtittn|^on ofdaysj and.gencral 
precepts to paf^ lo ji^j Ibr^i, prelates, .barons, freeholders, and 
commiflaries; ahd witb^^pecM letters his .%net to all 

the prelates, awdgrej^ l^rds.p^ realnv. to.fliew and declare 
to then! the4.canle of the fitting of his faid parliament 
Thefe fpecial; letters it is to i^ prefupaed, James did not dired 
to bis enemies it is even probable that ,they were never 
fentfor men^rs in thft bppofition ; an omiffioii which might 
be regarded as a lunt that their abfence would be more agree¬ 
able... 

After the parliainent, the Privy Council attrafiis the greateft 
attention by its dignity and importance. The nature of this 
meeting has been already explained in the preceding retrofpeft, 
where it is obferved that it^fiicceeded the Aula Regist or King’s 
Court. This court, auciet^y,. held in a hall of the palace, 
has been by fome autfoors confound.ed with the nationa! coun¬ 
cil; and the vagne^,15^nonyni<^, and impure latinity, of the 
writers of the middle ages, have fometimes blended the terms 
curia ^w^ conjilium^^ fb as to; pcc^on a doubt whether the lat¬ 
ter be a general or,privy council; and whether the former be 
a fenate or parliament in the claflic acceptation, or an affeded 
fubftitute for the curAs or court of the king. The explanations 
of gloflkrifts are alfo arbitrary, and often derived from a fingle 
fentence, without confidering the (cope of preceding and fuc- 
ceeding paragraphs, or the afFefled fcn(e in which a particular 

* Kaims’ Eflay on Brit. Ant. p. 54. 


writer 



RETROSPECT. 377 

writer may ufe a particular expreflion. That the king’s court 1437— 
was merely of confultation, and of judicature in particular 1488 
cafes, like the fucceeding privy council, there is every reafon 
(o infer; and if the parliament be ftyled the royal court, in 
barbaric latinity, it is an abufe of terms. The king’s baron- 
courts were a kind of inquefts, confining of the great officers 
of the crown, and other chief barons to judge on important 
crimes and caules; even they differed much from the courts 
held by the barons themfelves, becaule the monarch, however 
controuled and impoveriffied by the great barons, yet main¬ 
tained during the feudal ages a fublime and luperlative charac¬ 
ter in the conftitution, as the fountain of honour, the general, 
and chief magiftrate, of the ftate. But from thefe courts the 
parliament, or general council, was diftinguifhed in many 
M'ays. I. It fucceeded the general allemblies of the German 
tribes, mentioned by Tacitus, who fays that on fmaller mat¬ 
ters, or particular cafes, the nobles met and decided; while 
in larger the whole community affembled to determine on 
affairs of general intereft ’. The former was the king’s baron- 
court ; the latter a parliament; ‘the former was a meeting of 
the notables; the latter of the ffates general. 2. The aula 
regis, or king’s baron-court, though perhaps the former con- 
fifted only of the chief officers of ftate, the latter added the 
great barons, yet whether the fame, or diftindl, never poffefled 
any legiflative power. 3, The ffates general often oppofed 
the royal will; and the Englifh parliament even depofed 
Richard II; attributes which no fancy can aferibe to the khig’s 
own courts, which exiffed only in virtue of liis authority. 

4. The king’s courts met in his palaces, while no parliament 
ever fat in a royal manfion; but in convents, abbeys, guild- 


* Germ. c. xi. 
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1437—halls, and other detached places It may be added that the 
*488 tenure in capite was not a right to fit in parliament; it was on 
"''^■'^the contrary an obligation, in order that the national council, 
in which the fovercign appeared in his greateft lullre, might 
be numeroufly attended, and not exhibit fymptoms of difalTec- 
tion by the rarity of the members. Before the feudal tenures 
prevailed, there can be no doubt but that every free-man had 
a right to appear in .the general aflembly, while the king’s 
court was facred to the chiefs; and liippofing a barony allo¬ 
dial, or free from tenure, that circumftance could not have 
operated againft the right of its pofleflbr to appear in the na¬ 
tional council. But the fmall tribes, general affemblies, and 
idle life, of the ancient Germans, being followed by wide 
kingdoms in which no general aflembly could be held, and by 
various occupations, it became neceffary to enforce attendance 
by tenure, and fines; means from which the queftion of right, 
acquired by tenure, is extremely remote. 

In the more ancient periods of Scotilh hiftory the kings 
were the chief judges in faft, as well as in law; and lat, at 
particular times, before a gate of the palace to hear and deter¬ 
mine caufes, elpecially thofe of the pool'. This judicature 
was, in more poliftied times, exerted by the monarch, in con- 

* Dr. Gilbert Stiiart on the Public Law and Conllitution of Scotland, p. 8r, 
107, edit. 1784. It is to be regreted that the ufeful information, and folid 
argument, fometimes prefented in this work, Hiould be didorted by the author’s 
pcrfonal animolity againd Dr. Robertfon a writer of great talents. Dr. Stuart'.s 
ftyle is alfo too turgid, and declamatory, to prefent clear information on obfeure 
topics ; and the abominable plan, or rather confufion, invented by Baylc, who 
emptied his common-place book on his diflionary, has been unhappily followed 
by both Robertfon and Stuart, in their.enquiries on the progrefs of fociety, &c. 
while the fltort text, and long notes at the end, not only prefent a moll unclallical 
mode of compofition, but feem merely calculated to difmember and confufc a 
fubjc6l, and opprefs the patience of the reader. 


jun£lion 



RETROSPECT. 


jun^lion tVith his privy council : but it was chiefly ufed 10x437— 
punilhing riots, and in other fpecial cafes which demanded a *488 
fpeedy remedy, and could not be deferred till th« meeting of'"’"''*^ 
a parliarnent, the lafl court of refort. In the laft century it 
'i\'as to Ufurp the odious powers of a ftar-chamber, and its fall 
M^as matter of national exultation. 

Such numerous, minorities occur in the hiftory of the Sc otifo 
monarchs, that the ftate of the government at tliole periods 
deferves much attention, and will be found explained infeveral 
palTages of the hiftorical narration. Jt appears that the privy 
council retained its chief powers under a Council of Regency, 
though the officers of ftate were often the principal members 
of both. 

Thcfc Officers of State themfolves claim the next confide- 
ration; and their original importance in the government, and 
in the national hiftory, demands that particular attention fhould 
be paid to their diftindl duties and privileges., 

In Scotland thofe of chief confequence at this period were 
the Lieutenant General of the Kingdom; the Steward, an 
office now held by the prince, and little exerted; the Confta- 
ble; the Mar/hall; the Chancellor { the Great Chamberlain t 
the Treafurer; the’Jufticiary ; the Admiral} the Mafter of 
the Houfehold; the Privy Seal; the Comptroller ; the Secre¬ 
tary. Among thofe of fmaller moment may be named the 
Clerk of the Regifter ; the Treaforer depute; the King’s Ad* 

\ ocate ; the Juftice Clerk; the King’s Chamberlain. 

The firft named of thefe offices, though almoft unknown to 
all writers on our conftitution, was dpubtlei's the fecond in the 
kingdom, and almoft amounted to a regency during a u'cak 
reign or a minority. The Lieutenant General commanded the 
\\ hole military array and force of the realm; being a fub- 
ftitute for the king himfelf, in his high capacity of general of 

c c c 2 the 
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1437— the nation. ■ We ihave leea the amlritidiis Robert duke of AI* 
>488 ijariy appear iii thb fynonymops charadters of lieutenant gene- 
'"'"’'^'^'ral, {tndgovfrnor of the kiiigdoniy during the reign of Ro¬ 
bert ^ 1.1 !l^ brothen TTie potent carls of Douglas held this 
office in the minority of the fecond James^ ;£Uid it appears at 
intervals in the minority, and reign, of James 

The ilewardffiipi upon the: acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart, 
merged in the principality. As David duke of Roth&y was 
the foie prince; 4df that family, who came to majority after the 
acceffion of the family, the kings held the lands and privileges 
of the office: and James IV, in the parliament of 1490, was 
to order that all the free-holders of the Reward-laiids ** ffiould 
appear and aiifwer in the parliaments, and court of circuit, 
with their liiits and pretence, in a proper manner, till our 
Ibvercigiv l<»d have a fon,'loAo be immeiiiate betwixt the 
king and them, ta /mfwer far them in the faid parliaments, and 
xourts of jufiiciary: and luit-rolls to be made thereupon, which 
lhall endure till theprince be born *A ftatute requiring the 
explanation of Tome legal antiquary. 

The Conftable, originally as the name implies, the officer 
who had charge of the royal Rabies, arofe by degrees to be 
commander ia ^diief under the fovereign; and continued in 
that , high rank in France, even in the century now under 
view; His office in Scotland appears to have been vague, and 
titular; and was confined.tojthe arrangement of the royal 
camp, a duty which feldom occurred; to ffie reception of the . 

‘ • • • • . f '1 . 

• Cap, 16. Mr. Wight, p. 63, Teems to underftand that the prince was the 
natural reprefentative of his tenants in parliameiit; and Tee his appendix, p. 468, 

*' fat a paper (hewing that noblemen i#ere underikKxl’to rtprtfmt their lands, 
even Tv Itu? as i68f. . A curious topic too ample foHifculIion here, as leaditig 
to great queftions; whether the nobles were not at iiril confidered as reprejenurtg 
their tenants i the origin of repiefimutives for fliires,^ after a county had ceafed 
to be fynonymotis with aa earldom; and others of ilmilar import. 
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iherribers of parliamenftjatf the tibor of their -hall; and other *437-^ 
objo 61 s'of;more' 3 ulftreithanitttility> t^hoiioble family of Hay ^4^8 
have long Jnheritied' thisf joffice'r hufc wh have feen it xifnr^ed 
for a' feafoiiJby Boyd earl of fAiran : ; he: might perhaps ap- 

pear asa dele^te forthe aged^^ii of Ermh' ' ' ■ - 

The Marlhall wa^ tnafter of the horfe /jias the Sencfchall, 
Stywdrd, dr Steward, was of the herds and-flocks,! the chief 
wealth 6 f early times. The marlhall ought to have arranged 
the army in battle: iiad he was the chief judge in the courts 
of chivalry, to determine points of honour and arms. He was 
alfo coniidered as a commander in ithe -field; ;and the French 
marechals long retained the office. The hereditary marffialfy 
of Scotland continued. for centuries in* the famUy of Keith. 

In the reign of James III the Chancellor arofeto a precedence 
next to the prince of the blood. He was prefident and fpeaker 
of parliament; examined, and pafledj charters under the great 
fealt was prefident of the privy council, where and in tlie 
committees of parliament, he cxercifed great juridical func¬ 
tions. In ffiort he had the chief rank in civil affairs, as the 
Lieutenant General had in miKtaryfi 
The Great. Chamberlain, an office originally' joined with 
that of Treafurer,.colle 6 led the royal revenues,, and accompted 
for the expenditure. His jurifdiOaon, as appears from the 
Iter Camerarii, was very extenfive: and a great proportion of 
the revenue arifing from the cuftoms, and other duties paid by 
the royal burghs,(they were committed-to his particular charge. 

The management of the raagiftrates, the ufe made of the pro¬ 
perty of the towns, the complaints and difputes of the burgefles 
and craftfmen, the prices of provifions, the rules of barter and 
fale, were among the.objedls of his authority ’. The collec- 

* See the Iter CameruU ia Skeae ^ and Stuart, p. 33. 
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1437— tioii of the royal revenues, and his power over the colleftors# 
1488, ^rere alfo fourc^ of great influence. But the power of the 
Chamberlain over the Burghs was confiderably reftrided by the 
Court of Four Burghs, conlifting of commiflioners from; thefc 
towns, who were fummoned extraordinarily to hear appeals 
from the Chamberlain’s circuit courts: but their ancient an¬ 
nual meeting was at Haddington *. 'Fhefe four burghs were 
Edinburgh, Stirling, Roxburgh, and Berwick; till the two 
latter falling into the hands of the F 2 ngli<h, it was ordered in 
the parliament of March 1368 that Lanark and LiuUthgow 
be fubftituted, rcfer\nng the rights of the former when re¬ 
taken The meeting of commiflioners of the burghs at In- 
verkeithing, authorifed by James III to form mercantile re¬ 
gulations, feems little to have increafed their importance in 
national fcale. 

Latterly the office and power of the chamberlain Were fhared 
by the Treafurer, W'ho received and expended fuch of the royal 
re\'cnucs, as belonged to the private expence of the king and 
his family. 7 'his office was introduced in 1434 by James I, 
on his return from England 

The Jufticiary was originally an officer of great power, as 
appears from the Iter JuJUdarii. His jurifdidlion was both 
civil and criminal; and he held circuit courts twice in the 
year. Treafon, and the four pleas of the crown, were fpe- 
cially referved for his cognizance. But while the JuJliza of 
Arragon was to Controul the monarchs, the Scotifli Jufticiary 
never attained any preeminence above other officers of ftate. 
On the contrary his power was ffividedthere being often a 
Jufticiary for the counties fouth of the Forth and Clyde, and 
another for the north ^ Till the office was afligned heredi- 

* 4to. Reg. f. 53, * Ibid. ‘ Crawf. Off. 252. 

' Tl»c (latutcs, by their frequent mention of the JuJlkes, feem to indicate 
more ; )'tt the deputies of tlic Jufticiaries may be implied. 
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tar’ily to the noble family of Argyle by James V, it had been 1437— 
held by Sir Robert Lauder of Bafs, and other names hardiv 
known in hiftory. And when Charles I withdrew it from 
Argyle it pafled to Sir Thomas Hope, and afterwards to Sir 
Ludovic Stuart, men of talents, but far remote from the charac¬ 
ter of Spanilh JuJlizas. It is fometimes ufeful to collate do- 
meftic cuftoms with foreign; but to form general views of the 
feudal l)'ftem, and afterwards apply them to particular coun¬ 
tries, without a profound and laborious ftudy of their hiftory, 
is a pradlice pregnant with errors. The feudal Ij ftem of each 
European kingdom forms quite a diftinit province. It is 
eafier indeed to draw materials from the literature of France, 
England, and other enlightened countries, than to fearch into 
obfeure chronicles, old manuferipts,. and records, for the ge¬ 
nuine hiftory of the Scotifti conftitution. But an infinite con- 
fufion ariles from an injudicious mixture of our hiftory, and 
antiquities, even with thofe of England: they ought I'eduloufly 
to be keeped apart; and the (killful reader may afterwards 
himftlf compare the topics, as treated by the hiftx^rians, law¬ 
yers, and antiquaries of the fifter nations. 

It is to be regretted ||iat we have fo few materials for the 
hiftory of the next important office, that of Admiral; nor to 
the notices, fcattered in the hiftorical narrative, can any thing 
be here added. His jurifdi£tion in maritime affairs, in the 
reign of James III, appears from the reference of the I'inglifh 
to his judgment, concerning the capture of veffels, and com- 
penfatibns on that account. In latter times he was Jufticc- 
general upon the feas, on frefli waters wkhin flood-mprk, and 
in all harbours and creeks; hjs authority extended to all mari¬ 
time caufes, comprehending queftions of charter-parties, 
freights, falvages, bottomries, and the like. His delegate is 
the judge of the high court of admiralty; and he may appoint 

inferior 
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1427-—inferior deputies for diftridsy but their fentences are fubjedt to 
1488 the revifal of the high court. The admiral’s jurifclidlion isfu- 
preme, and no queftion can be transferred even to the feflion, 
except by fufpenfion or redu^on. Even many mercantile 
cafes are by ufage fubmitted to the admiral'. 

The. lord Privy Seal was an officer of confiderable confi¬ 
dence, who put the royal fignet to gifts of moveables, and 
other fmall grants not requiring feizin. The Secretary WTotc 
the royal letters, and managed feveral private departments of,; 
hufinefs ; latterly he came to be an officer. of high rank andt 
importance, and his frequent accefs to the royal ear gave him 
fuch influence that he almoft rivalled the chancellor. 

The Mafter of the Houfehold,- Magijler Hofpitii^ fuperitj.-f. 
tended the royal domeflics; and the Comptroller fhared the 
former offices of the chamberlain, and treafurer, by regulating 
the expences and checking the accompt, and fupplying tem¬ 
porary advances of money. 

The clerk of the regifler, or mafler of the rolls, had the 
care of the records and charters, and was clerk of parliament.. 
The treafurer-depute’s duty is explained by his appellation. 
Royal caufes, and profecutions for Cjjjmes, efpecially treafon, 
were prerogatives of the king’s advocate. The juftice-clerk, 
or clerk of jufticiary, was an afleffor to the Jufticiary, to aflift 
him in points of law; and the lord juftice-clcrk remains an 
office of importance. The king’s chamberlain, or private 
chamberlain, was an officer of grtfat favour and truft; Sir 
William Crichton held this place, while Sir John Forefter was 
great chamberlain; and the former was more in confidence 
with James I, than the latter. 

* Erikine, Principles, b. 1 , t. 3, $ 18. 
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In parting from the conRitutign, aiid court, to the admi- 
niftration of juftic^ the following ordinance of James II may 1488 
be added to the intelKgence poncerning the Mairs and Scrjands.v— 
“ Our fovereign lord, »id his three ertates, ordain and deter¬ 
mine that if any of‘his Officiars, or Sheri^, Mairs, Baillics, 
Crowners, Serjands, Provofts of Burghs, and; their deputies, 
either in town or country, be fpiund faulty or negligent in the 
execution of their offices, and the offence may he legally 
proved or notorioufly known; if the fetd office belong to him 
in fee or heritage, he fliall lofe his office, and the profit 
ttoeof, for a year and a day, and be punilhed by the king in 
His perfon, and efieds according (p the ti^fpafe,: if his office 
be not of inheritance, he Ihali entirely abandon it, and be 
puaiftved in his perfon according to his trefpads, at the royal 

chief 0bje6i of thele retrolpedls to retrieve from the 
darknefs of antiquity fuch information as may have elcaped 
fOj^ir refearch. The duties of the iheriff have been fre¬ 
quently explained; but the Coronerj an officer of high impor¬ 
tance in various rtages of our hiftory, feems unknown to our 
legal or antiquarian enquiries. ' His fundlion may be illuftrated 
by the following ftatutes, which-at the fame time throw a 
fttong light on the admiinftrition of jv^icej at the period of 
the lafl; parliarfijeat of lames IH. 

It is thought eXf^dient^ and prdainCd, for the advance-, 
ment of juftice, the bringing ini of trefpafibrs to iaw, and their 
plmiflnrient^ ^that hi time tb come when receives 

' and iraiftky if there be any perfens difobedienti 

vi45c:n(ii^ 

Pofleous^ or "Pufttfs, in its original mOining Is a breviary, or fmall book 61 
•divine ofiices of fuch a fize as to be cafily carried abroad; porti/mum. It is 
Iiot a lid of criminals. . 
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i4o^_whom he dares not, nor is it in his power to arreft, in that 
1488 cafe the Crowner fhall pafi to the lord and baron of the barony 
*' where they dwell. And if he dwell not withpi a barony, he 
(hall pafs to the flicrilF of the ihire, and fliew his fiorteous, that 
he has fuch perfons therein mentioned, and enquire if the lord, 
baron, or Iheriffi will t»e furety and pledge for thefe perfons, 
to produce them at theciicuit. If they confent, he fhall de¬ 
liver to them names that they may become pledges, by 
writings fealftd and fubfcribed. And if they refufe to be fure- 
ties, he fliall require the lord, barony or fheriflv in the king’s 
name, either to pafs, or fend their officers, with their follow¬ 
ers and fcrvants in fiifficient number, wkh the faid Crowner, 
or aflift and aid him in making fthe arreft, or fcizing him who 
will not become furety, till he be brought to the fherifF, to be 
retained till the circuit. Any lord, baron, or fherifF refufing, 
to forfeit ten pounds to the king, the Crowner proving the 
offence It is thought expedient for the punifhment of 

criminals, who efcape froan the Crowner, that in future he 
fhall bring fiidi to the fhcriff, who fhall keep them prifoners 
on our fovereign lord’s expehce, till the next circuit, and then 
prefent them .to the Jufticiary. The fheriff fhall be allowed 
from the exchequer three-pence a day for each, on bringing a 
certificate from the Jufticiary. If the fheriff refufe to receive 
the criminals brought by the Crowner, he fhall incur the danger 
and unlaw ’ of the Jufiiciary-circuit, to the fourth court, as a 
furety fhould do in de&ult of producing the perfbn arrefted*.”— 
“ It is ordained that becaufe the Crowners in times pafV, 
through erroneous cuftom and abufenf thte law, after a criminal 
was convided before the Jufticiary, and condemned to death, 
would immediately pafs or fend to efeheat the efFeds of fiich 

* 1487, c. 99. * be lyable to punifliment and fine, ■* Ibid. e. lot. 

criminals, 
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criminals, though belonging to the king, and appropriate a 1437— 
part of the corn, cattle,'and other efFedls, neither in law nor *4^^ 
reafon appertaining to their office. Therefore it is decreed 
that in future no Crowner pretend to take any fuch effeas, till 
the flieriff or his deputy ffiali pafs or fend, examine the effeds, 
and allot the Crowner his fliarci the remaifeder to be delivered 
to the king’s treafurer; nor fhall the fficriff deliver more to 
the Crowner than his legal portion. Puniffirtaent, as of rob¬ 
bery Another ftatute ordains that, on the laft day of the 
circuit, the Jufticiary ffiall appoint a jury to examine if the 
fheriff and coroner have done their duty: and another decrees 
to the latter a young labouring horfe, if any be, amcmg the 
efFeds of an executed malefador 4 , . ^ > 

From other evidence it appears that die family of the Neil- 
fons had, in the reign of James been heritable ebroners of 
Bute for two hundred yearsand in 1535: Hugh earl of Eg- 
linton was appointed Coroner’of the county of Cunningham, 
on the refrgnation of Cunningham of Caprinton\ During 
the civil commotions, in the reign of Charles I, the military- 
force of each county was led by a O-flwwr*, a term which 
appears to have been lucceeded by that of ColbneL 

In 1475 gifts of lieutenancy were ilTued. by James III to 
Lennox, Argyle, Athole, Huntley, of various flieriffiloms in 
which their eftates lay. Nor were the clergy averfe to fuch 
fecular authority; among other inftances the abbot of Kilwin¬ 
ning obtained the power of chamberlain over all the abbey- 

? Ibid. loa. ‘ Ibid. 108. , 

» Scotftarvet’s Calendars frf Charters,, fub annoi 1355. 

* Baillie’s Letters and journals,. 1639-1660, Edin. 1775, 2 vols. 8vo. 
paflim: a book foil of curious and important information, and tHe remainder 
promifed by the editor, particularly tlvc obfeure period 1649-1660, would be 
highly acceptable. 

D d d 2 iands^ 
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14^7—lands, and the repledging of the tenants from any other judi- 
1488 catory’* 

The court of Seffion had been inftitutedby James I in 1425. 
Fts members vi^ere nominated by the king from the eilates of 
parliament; and it was termed the Scfflon becaufe its meet¬ 
ings were fixed at* certain periods aiid places* James II or¬ 
dained particular regulations concerning this court; but as its 
members only ferved by rotation, and without falary, it was 
at once ignorant and negligent; and was at length to be ex¬ 
changed for a daily council, appointed by the patriotic parlia¬ 
ment of 1504. It is to be regreted that James 1 did not found 
courts upon thefEmglilh model; but perhaps the penury of the 
country afforded no funds for felaries; perhaps the confined 
nature of the regal jurifdidion, or fome other circuraftances 
prevented luch an attempt.. 

But the power of the fedioni the jufticiaries, the flieriff and 
coroner, was greatly reftridted by the Regalities, or Lordfhips 
Palatine. Their jurifdi£lion was royal, as the name implies; 
in civil affairs it'equalled that of the fheriff; and in criminal 
it even comprized the four pleas of the crown, murder, rob¬ 
bery, rape, and firc-raifing, rivalling that of the Jufticiaries 
over every crime, except treafonr The lord of regality could 
repledge^ or reclaim,' all criminals fiibjeff to his jurifdidion, 
even from the courts of tibc Jufticiaries'. Thefe extravasant 
grants, incompatible with the regular adminiftration of juftice:, 
had been lavilhed.by the royal favour; or. extorted by the 

» Scotft. Cal. Dec. 1475; J»n. 1473. .flit *476 Scotjlarvet records a charter 
to William lhane of Galdor of the lhanage.of Caldor, arid many other lands, 
but all in tlwiage-ward: tp. tanifiry holdings M heir minor, the chief to be 
the iicareft male relation capable of armsdr implying the military fovices- of 
ALL the tenants, as -ufual before kmghts' fm, ftu-farm or Joccage, came in ufe ?t 

* Erikinc Principles, b. I, t. 4, $ 4. s 
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power of feveral great barons, when they had themfelves ex- 1437— 
pelled the Englifh from their territories, or had rendered fome 14B8 
eminent public fervice. In 1455 an attempt was made to'*'" 
prevent any further grants of regality, by fubjeding them to 
the confent of parliament *; but the pra<Sli{e was as inveterate 
as it was imprudent. The ecclefiaftic lords, ever defirous of 
•exemption from any authority fave that of the pope, are lup- 
pofed to have fet the hrft example of regalities; the temporal 
authority was delegated to a Bailiff, and often hereditary. 
Regalities continued to be granted, and confirmed; and the 
charters of hereditary flacriffdom to the peers and chiefs within 
their lordfhipSj were almoft tantamount, and became fb nu¬ 
merous as to extend over all the country. When regality 
lands were forfeited, the king appointed Jiewards over them 
with fimilar powers; hence the hereditary ftewards of Strath- 
ern, Menteith, Annandale, Kirkudbright: while over baro¬ 
nial lands in the crown only Bailiffs were nominated, as in 
Kyle, Carrie, Cunningham, and even the laft-named offices 
were to be held hereditarily by peers. Happy country, thus 
filled with hereditary wifdom and hereditary juftice! 

Nor muft the Spiritual Courts be-omitted, which before the 
reformation were to become great grievances. They origi¬ 
nally fprung from the confidence which piety repofed in the 
bifhops; who were entrufted with the care of eftates, and 
orphan children. Hence dieir claim to judge in teftaments 
and legacies: and marriage being a facramentj adminiftred by 
ccclefiaftics fince the twelfth century, prior to which it was 
merely a civil contradl, all queftions of divorce, breach of 
vows, and the like, paffed'to the ecclefiaftic courts; from 
which no appeal lay exqept to the metropolitan, or finally to 

* Acls,rf.!43v 
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1437—the pontifF. Tythes and patronage were natural objefls of 
1488 church deciiion, and notaries were appointed by the pope: 
'^^^but fcandal, and any affairs confirmed by an oath, though ly- 
able to ecclefiaftic jurifdidlion, might in all ages feem fecular 
queftions. The biftops were (iippofed to be occupied in divine 
duties, and delegated their power to officials or commiflTaries: 
but the court was, ftyled the Biffiop’s Court, or Curia Chrijli- 
anitatisf and alfo the Confiftorial Court, from the cmftjlory^ 
or court of appeals: held by the Roman emperors 

Two ftatutes of James II, concerning the adminiftration of 
juftice, deferve particular attention. • “ The three eftates have 
ordained that the Juftices on the fouth fide of the Scotifh fea 
(the firth of Forth) hold their courts of circuit twice in the 
year ; and in like manner on the north; according to ancient 
ufe and cuftom. And fp alfo lords of regality within their re¬ 
galities, and the king’s baillies of his regalities. And that the 
kinghimfelf, till the due.courfe of juftice bfe reftored, pafs to 
every town where the circuit is held, or to its vicinity, as his 
council ffiall think convenient It is ordained and decreed 

that in all circuits of , juflice, ffief iff courts, and generally all 
courts fpiritual and temporal, all perfons, freeholders and 
others, ffiall attend In a fober and quiet manner. And that no 
man bring with him more perfonsldian are in his daily houfe- 
hold, and family iervice. And when he arrives at his lodging, 
he and they ffiall lay afide their weapons and armour, if any 
they bring ; and wear no itcapon ekcept a knife. And if any 
be at open enmky, and allcdge fe» of his life, the fficriff ffiall 
require law-burrows, or legal furety, frbm both; and prohibit 
them in the royal name to diftuib the king’s peace, on pain of 
incurring the law, which the king ffiall execute without re- 

’ Er/kinc, h. I, t. 5, $ 23. For the abufes of the Conllftorial Courts fee 
Lindfay’s Play, p. 164, 170. * 1440, c. 5. 
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miffion on the infringer. If the fheriff be negligent he fhall be 1437— 
punifhed, according to the ftatute ordained for reforming the 
faults of officers of juftice In 1487 the lords and commons “ 
in Vain engaged not to fupport any criminal friends, or rela¬ 
tions, at the bar : but the offence was to continue common in 
the fucceeding century 

James HI in 1469 ordered that if the Juftice, Sheriff, Stew¬ 
ard, Bailie, or Baron, Provoft or Baillie of burghs, refufe to 
execute juftice the complainant (hall repair tO‘the king in 
council, who (hall punifli the offending magiftrate by the pe¬ 
nalties there mentioned \ Among the grievances of this reign 
the abufes of the court of Seffidn appear to have been one of the 
chief. The want of regular intermediate civil codrts, between 
that of the fheriff and the king’s council, muft have led to much 
inconvenience, and maladminiftration; the power of the privy- 
council having been ever efteemed one of the grand defers of 
the Scotiflb conftitution, being an arbitrary ftar-chamber uii- 
controuled by genuine juftice or equity; With all its imper¬ 
fections the court of feffion^ncoiififting of all the members of 
parliament in rotation, muft have been an inftilMtion far more 
free and impartial. 

Some regulations appear concerning inquefts, and juries on 
criminal caufes ; but the want of juries in Civil cafes was to 
continue a difgraceful contraft between Englifti and Scotilh 
jurifdiflion. 

Among the means of preferving tile public peace, the let¬ 
ters of lanu-bufrows hiuft hot be-omitted. The term is de- 
■ rived from borgh^ a pledge Or luretyi which any perfon, in fear 
of another’s violence, had a‘ title'fb dehiand^ that he fhould 
not be injured in his perfbh, family, of eftate *. He who rc- 

» 1458, c. 8a. *.cap. 98. ' cap. a?. 

* Erfkine, b. iv, t. 1, § ai. 


fufed 



y)Z BOOK IX, 

14.37— fufcd tb gfant fuch fecurity was lyable to high penalties: when 
1488 granted, the fureties became amenable in the terms of the fob 
lowing ftatute of 1466. “ Concerning law-burrows it is en- 

a 61 ed, that if they be infringed on any bifliop, abbot, or prelate 
of the church, earl, or lord of parliament, with their perlbnal 
hurt, or that of their fervants, the fureties of the infringei- 
lhall pay to our fovereign lord a line of one hxmdfed pounds. 
If on any knight, baron, fquire, or clergyman of large bene- 
lice, fifty pounds. If on a burgefs, yeoman, or prieft, thirty 
pounds. Together with due compenlation to the party injured. 
IJnlefs the fureties produce the infringer before the king or 
the IherifF, within forty days. The king to have the fines of 
all law-burrows broken, that fliall fall within the jurildidlion 
of his own officers, cither iji town or country: and the lor^ 
of regalities and baronies to have thofe taken in their lands, 
bythem or thfeir officers, according to their ancient infeof- 
ments and privileges V’ 

, One of the lali ftatutes of James III is in the following; 
terms. “ The three eftates have committed the full power of 
the whole parliament to the perfons under-written, (they do 
not appear,) to adyife, confer, and report to the next parlia¬ 
ment or general council, concerning the reduction of the king’s 
kws, Jiejfwzw afts,^^ l^^ and other books, to 

be . bound in one volume, and authorized; and the others to be 
deftroyed. Four perfons to be appointed for each of the three 
eftates. The prelates to bear the expence of the clerical mem¬ 
bers: the barons of thofe they ihall appoint : and the burghs 
that of their commiflaries In like manner James I had ap¬ 
pointed a committee of fix of each of theeftates, to examine, and 
.amend, “ the books of law, that is to fay Regiam Majejlatenty 

* cap. 5. ' * J487, c. 115, 

and 
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and Quoniam Attachiamenta* '* It has been (hewn by fkilful 1437— 
judges that the work quaihtly ft vied Regiam Majeftatem is a 1488 
traufcript of Glanviile’s produflioii. . It was probably brought 
into Scotland by David II, who was greatly attached to Eng¬ 
land, and defired to bequeath his fteptre to an Englifli heir; 
and by an artful incorporation of fome genuine laws of David I, 
Scotland was prepared to receive it as a code of that illuftrious 
monarch. The feeble reigns of Robert II and III, and above 
all the tumultuous regencies of the dukes of Albany, had fo 
far obliterated the very memory of the laws, that the error 
had in the reign of the firft James taken deep root, and was to 
ihoot vigoroully ’. The Quoniam Attachiamenia^ or Baronial 

Laws, 


* 1426, c. 54. 

* -Sfce Sir D. Dalrymple’s Examination of fonne of the arguments for the an¬ 
tiquity of Regiam Majeftatem, EJin. 1769, 416; and the Obfervations on the 
Regiam Majeftatem, 8vo, written by John Davidfon, Efq. a venerable promoter 
gf the ftudy of Scotifh hiftory and antiquities, who allifted Dr. Robertfon in 
1757, and continues his laudable rcfearches though now in his feventy-feventh 
year. 

While Sir David's argtiments prove that the Regiam Majeftatem could not 
exift before the reign of David 11 , he yet inclines to deny that it is fo late as 
that epoch, becaufe in the reign of James I it was efteemed an ancient and au¬ 
thentic code: but this argument is anfw«ed,in.the text, and ignorut ages arc 
fuch complete'ftrang^s to any ftandard.of an^quity, that the Leges Malcolmi, a 
then recent forgery, were fuppofed to be laws of Malcom I! To ow old hifto- 
rians, Fordun and Winton, the Regiam Majeftatem is unknown, and it is moft 
probable that David II, when attempting to fettle the fucceftion of his crown 
on a fon of Edward III, endeavoured filently to aflimilate the Scotifh laws with 
the Englifh, by its introdu&ion. Yet failing, the book lurked in ms. in one 
or two monaiterics, when James I, equally deflrous of benefiting his kingdom 
!iy an emulation of EngUlh polity, revived it; but Craig, a fuperlative judge, 
teftifies that it never was a code of Scotiftlt law, and that it has not even the 
Icnft connexion with the ufages or forenftc praftice of Scotland. Lib. 1, t. 8, 
§ 7 - 
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i4j7_>Laws, feem -chiefly of genuine indigenous birth. But an 
1488 edition of our authentic ancient laws, with an ample differta- 

Sir David's fecond argument, p. 36, that the R^iam MajeAatcm is more 
ancient than the time of David I|, is fo Angular that it fhall be tranferibed 
entire. • : , 

“ To this I add another chronological argiimelit, which appears to havefome 
weight. Cardinal Wardlaw, fecretary to David 11 , died in 1389. His ne¬ 
phew, Henry Wardlaw, was promoted by him to the re^pry of Kilbride, and 
the precentorftiip of the cathedral of Glafgow. He was made biihop of St. 
Andrew’s in 1404: and was chancellor of Scotland during the whole reign ot 
James I. It will be admitted that the ftatute 54, par. 3. James I, 1425, 
[1426,] was either driwn up by him, or under his dire^ion. Now as biihop 
Wardlaw was beneficed by his uncle, it is probable tiiat he had come to man’s 
eilate before 1389, when his uncle died. Biihop Wardlaw, educated under 
the Cardinal fecretary to David II, muil have known whether Regiam Majeila- 
tera was an ancient, or a very modern, compofrtion. This 54th flatute ihews 
that he conGdered it as an ancient compoAtion: and hence, independent of all 
other arguments, there arifes a cogent reafon for believing that Regiam Majcila- 
tem was not compiled by the command of David II." 

This argument is of too delicate, too feeble a texture; it forgets that the 
foigery might have happened cirly inthe rri^gn of David ; that it might be a (late 
fecret; that the book may not even be oWer than'the reign of James 1 , no 
more ancient ms. or reference being knpwn; that this laft prince was a rational 
admirer of Englifh polity, and might wift to introduce it by a holy fraud ; that 
the chancellor or fecretary might in conre«|uence even interpolate, or alter, the 
ftatute, a complaint not unknown. But why wafte difeuffion ? What muft be 
the reader’s furprize when he fees this cogent arginnent completely overturned, 
only by reminding him that Henry Wardlaw, far from being chancellor, 
“ during the whole reign of James I,’’ mwr was chameUer at all? It was John 
Cameron, bifliop of Glalgow, who was chancellor during all that reign, 
(Crawf. Off. 25:) and the continued favour of James to this able and refpe&a- 
blc prelate, fays more in his favour than is fufficient to confute the fables of 
Boyce. 

The Cromarty ms. of the Regiam Majeftatem, in the Advocate’s Library, 
concerning the antiquity of which Sir David heiitates to pronounce, is written 
about 1450, as appears from a fac-Amile now before me, and from the opinion 
of a Atilful infpe£lor 
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tion on the fubjeft, is feferved for enlightened times, of more 1437— 
acute and fufpicious judgment than thofe of James I, or III. 1488 
The code, of infinite importance to philofbphy, hiftory and .in-v—» 
tiquities, would probably embrace, i. The genuine laws of 
David I, forming many pages in the Regiam Majejiatem^ not 
to be found in Glanville: 2. The Laws of the Burghs, appa¬ 
rently ordained by David 1 : 3. Thofe of the Barpnial courts: 

4. The Staiuta Gtlda:: 5. The [ter Camerariiy and the Iter 
JuJliciarii: 6. The Foreft Laws. The ads of Robert I, Da¬ 
vid II, and the two latter Roberts, admit of eafy and certain 
authentication i thofe of William and Alexander II, for none 
have yet arifen of the third Alexander, would require more 
fedulous care to complete the feries; which demands neither 
eminence of talents, nor excefs of labour, but is efTential to 
the national fcience and reputation ♦. 

The obfciirity attending the reign of James II, the impor¬ 
tant fervice which the houfe of Hamilton rendered to that 
prince, its fiibfeqilent connedion with the royal family, and 
ambition latterly to reach the diadem itfelf, will apologize for 
prefenting the lels learned reader with a tranflation of the in- 
terefting eredion of Hamilton in 1445, into a hereditary lord- 
fhip of parliament, or what would now be termed a peerage; 
nor is the grant without intrinfid value and duriofity to the an¬ 
tiquary and mart of fcience, as a fpeCimen of the conftitutional 
forms, and law language of the period. 

“ James by the grace of God king of Scots, to all honell: 
men of his whole realrti, cletgy and laity, greeting. Know 

■* The eanons ol the councils, pubIHhed by Wilkins, and thofe of John Ca¬ 
meron bilhop of Glafgow, MS. formerly mefrtioned, ought to be added, as 
forming the ecdefiaftical law of the kingd9m. One fmall volume would con¬ 
tain the whole. 

For laws anterior to Robert I, fee Ayloffe’s Calendars, p. 335, where the 
l.fg(s Burgsrim Scotia ate fpecially mentioned-, 
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14,^7—jc that we, with the mature deliberation of our farliamenf, 
1488 held at Edinburgh on the twenty eighth day of June, and of 
our reign the ninth year, ha^^e given, granted, and have In 
this our prefciit charter confirmed, to our beloved coufin James 
lord (laird) of 1 la mil ton knight, all and Angular the lands of the 
baronies of Cadyhow and of Mawchanc, and the foperiority of 
the land:, of Ilamilton-farm, and the lands of Corh:dk:it, with 
the appendages, lying in the flicritfdom of Lanark and barony 
of Kimicil, and with the appendages lying in the (heriffdom of 
Linlithgow. Which lands, and fuperiority, were formerly the 
hereditary property of the (aid James; and which he, not 
moved bv force or fear^ nor led bv error, but of his own free 
■will, did reftore, and purely and Amply refign, by ftafF and 
baton, in tiie prefence of the three eftates of our kingdom, 
into our hands, we then fitting on our throne in parliament, in 
royal Jlatc and majefty; and he perpetually quitted alt right 
and claim, which he might have, or acquire, to the faid lands, 
fuperiority, or appendages, for himfelf and his heirs. All 
which baronies, lands, fuperiority, and appendages, we create, 
join, and unite into one real free and entire Lordfliip, w hich 
fhall in all future times be ilyled and denominated the Lordfhip 
of Plamihon. And the manor-houfe of the laid James, now 
called the Orchard, Atuated in the barony of Cadyhow, lhall 
be in future the principal and capital mefluage of ail the above 
baronies, Aiperiority^ and‘lands, with appendages, of all the 
above Lordfhip, and lhall be ftylcd and denominated Hamrl- 
ton. And we create and name the laid James an hereditary 
lord of our parliament. To have, and to hold, all and fundry 
the baronies, fuperiority, and laiuls above mentioned, (the fuid 
James having before of us, as baron of Kilbride, held in cajiite 
the fuperiority of the lands of Hamilton-farm, and the lands 
of CorlTalkat,) by the laid James, and his heirs, of us,- our 

heirs 
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heirs and fiiccenbrs, kings of Scotland in fee, and perpetual 1437— 
inheritance; with all their ancient boundaries and divijions, *488 
with all and fmgular the liberties, commodities, and conveui- 
cnees, and juft appendages, named or not named, above ground 
or beneath, far and near, any wife belonging to the faid ba¬ 
ronies, fuperiority, and lands; of all the laid lordlhip of Ha¬ 
milton, or accruing to them in future ; as freely, quietly, en¬ 
tirely, honourably, w'cll, and in peace, in all refpefis, as the 
ftiid James, or any of his predeceflbrs, held of us, or our an- 
ceftors, the barony fuperiority and lands of the whole lordlhip 
of I lamilton, or of us as l^on of Kilbride the fuperiority of 
I familton-farm and lands of Corbaikat, before his faid refig- 
nation. The laid James? perforaning to us, our heirs and iuc- 
ceflbrs, kings of Scotland, the fcrviccs due and wont. In 
teftimony whereof we have ordercid our great leal to be ap¬ 
pended to this charter, before thefe witnelTes, the reverend 
fathers in God John, James, John, John, and Michael, bilhops 
of Clafgow, Dunkeld, Moray, Brechin, and Dunblane; Wil¬ 
liam, David, Archibald, Hugh, and Alexander, earls of Doug¬ 
las, Crawford, Moray, Ormond, and Huntley, and our dcareft 
coufnis; Duncan^ Patrick, William, Herbert, and Alexander, 
lords Campbell, Graham, Somerville, Maxwell, and Mont¬ 
gomery : John Dalrimpill, John Scrogs, and James Parklee, 
burgefles commiffioners of Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and Lin¬ 
lithgow ; mafters William Turnbull keeper of our p«ivy leal, 

John Shevis, clerk of the rc^ls and regifter, and John Railftope 
*our fecretary. At Edinburgh the tliird day of July, in the 
year' of our Lord one thoufand four hundred and forty five, 
and of our reign the ninth year 

‘ Davidfon, Chamberlain’s accompts 1329, &c. Edin. i77>, 4to* p. 27, 28, 

.from the family archives. 
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1437— Ar the time of this creation the houfe of Douglas was in the 
1488 plenitude of its power; and tlic Hamiltons having ever been 
attached to that great family, the fburce of favour becomes 
evident; nor is it matter of lurprize that lord Hamilton at fird: 
followed Douglas, againft his fovereign. After the fall of 
that houfe, and the marriage with the princefs, the Hamiltons 
were to become one of the moft potent families of Scotland ; 
and in the fixtcenth and feventeenth centuries that of Argyle 
could alone conteft the fliperiority. 

'Fo the obfervations formerly given on Tactics little can 
l-Mj added. In a parliament of 1456 James II ordered, “ that 
all men who have lands or goods be ready, horfed and ac¬ 
coutred as their lands and effects will afford, for the defence of 

the realm, at the command of the king...And that every 

man, whofe effefts extend to twenty marks, be provided at 
leaft with ^Jaci with fleeves to the hands, or fplents ; and a 
pricked haty a fword, and a buckler, a bow and a fheaf of ar¬ 
rows if he can procure them, if not an axe; and a targe either 
of leather, or firm board, with two bands upon the back ^ 

James III in 1471 ordained, “that no merchants fliould 
import fpears lefs than fix clns in length, and that no 
bowycr in the kingdom fhould make them of fhorter fize ... 
that every yeoman, who cannot ufe the bow, fhall have a good 
axe, and a targe of leather, to refift the Englifh arrows, 
which will only coft the value of the hyde By both par¬ 
liaments carts of war are ordered to be provided, which bore 
two patereros or fmall cannon; a machine probably derived* 
from the Flemings or French; and which Henry VIII‘was, 
from the Scotilh example, to introduce into the Englifh army 

In 

* cap. 56. ^ cap. 45. . . 

* They arc reprefented in the Coudray pifturc. Grofc hill, of Engl, army, 
a vols. 4to, II, 330, a work tinlike Daniel on the French, and without plan 
•or chronology. 

Tlie 
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In 1481 the Ipears are ordered to be five clns and a half in 143 7- 
length; and the jacks, or leathern tunics, to extend below the 
knee; the targe of timber, or leather, to be made after the 
form of one fent to every IherifF'. 

While the defeniive armour of the commons was the jack 
and targe, the leaders were arrayed in plate armour of com¬ 
plete fteel, which had fucceeded the mail or interwoven rings. 

The helmet had a vifor to turn up, for fight; and a bever to 
turn down, to admit drink or food : fometimes they both went 
up in divifions under the front of the helmet, fo as to leave the 
face open. The gorget, for the throat or neck, refemblcd a 
flat bafbn open in the middle. The cuirafs covered the body; 
and had projedions to defend the ihoulders from the violent 
down-ftroke of the axe or two handed fword," as the creft de¬ 
fended the head; thefe projc6tions were termed pafs-guards. 

To allow motion to the thighs the culet, ox garde-des-reines^ a 
Ihort fteel petticoat was contrived. The arms were proteded 
by the brafers; the thighs by the quillets; the legs by the 
greaves ; the gauntlets, fplcnts, and other pieces, need hardly 
be enumerated. Even the horfe had his armour of appro¬ 
priated denominations; and all his front was particularly pro- 
tedled from the fpear, or fword: the chafron, or cheveron, 
with a projeding point, covered his forehead; the poitrinal 
his breaft; the ermiere his neck: the buttock-pieces were 

The ftatute of James II concerning the carts of war is in ihcfe terms, “ It is 
thocht fpeidfull that the king mak requeift to certane of the greit burrowis of the 
land, that ar of ony mycht, to mak cards of weir; and in ilk cart twa gunnis, 
and ilk ane to have twa chalmers, with the remanent of the graiih that eflferis 
thairto ; and ane ctinnand man to fchute thame. And gif they have no craft in 
the fchuting of thame as now, they may leir or the tyme come that will be 
ncidful to thame," Adis edit. 1566, fol. 38. * cap. 81. 
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more rarely tifcd, an embroidered cloth commonly dirplaying 
14^8 the heraldic bearings of his mafter 

The aflaffination of James 1 probably led to the inftitutioii 
of the royal guard, whlph appears under his fucedTor, and 
James III; but which James IV was probably to difeontinue, 
as on its revival by Albany, in the minority of the fifth James, 
it was regarded as a novelty. Concerning the number, or 
pay of the officers and fbldiers, nothing arifes till the laft men¬ 
tioned reign. 

'Fhe Scotifli guards of France were apparently inflituted 
between the years 1453 *4^* * l^l^ough they may be as 

ancient as 1445, when the gendetrmerie were reftored. In the 
following century the captain was generally a Frenchman: 
till 1612 many of the fpldiers were Scots; under Louis XIV 
moft were French: yet even in the middle of this century, 
when the w'atch was changed, the anfwer was Hamits, a cor¬ 
ruption of ** I am here 

' If we except the royal guard, and a few occafional garrifons 
on the frontiers, Scotl^d was a ftranger to any permanent 
troops, till the Reftoration.- France, her ally, had long fet 
the example of Handing forces, at firft the prop of a govern¬ 
ment, and latterly the ruin. The connexion between that 
country and Scotland may warrant a brief digreffion on the 
origin of an inflitution, which has produced fuch memorable 
cfFcfis on the political arrangements of Europe. The original 

' See Grofe on Armour 1786, 4to: and his Hill, of the Engl. Army, 
3 vols. 4 to. 

Patten, in 1548, fays the Scotifh gentry were not diftinguifhable from the 
rommon foldiers, having jacks and doublets of white leather, and chains of 
latun (a (liiniag mixture of brafs and tin,) around their thighs and arms, to 
protect them from cuts. 

* Daniel Milice Fran9oire, Amft. I 734 » 2 vols. 410. Vol. 11 , p. 84—87. 
Daniel’s Englilh is hhay homier ! 
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feudal array of France generally fervcd for three months, on 1437- 
their own charges: the period was afterwards reftridVd to 
forty days, exclufive of the time occupied in joining the army 
or returning. About the year 1 aoo Philip Auguftus had a 
paid militia, each fief furnifhing and defraying the ex pence of 
an apportioned number of foldiers; the defaulter was not only 
conftrained to pay the fltm required for the fervice, but a fine : 
and in 1392 Charles VI extended the penalty to the forfeiture 
of the fief. The communes, communitates, or pariflies and 
burghs, allb furnifhed and paid their proportions. The folJats, 
or foudoyers of Froiflart, had fixed wages; and the officers 
and men fold themfelvcs to any ftatc engaged in war. But 
their diforders becoming exceffive, Charles V terminated them* 
and raifed the gendarmerie, the foldiery of the fovereign, who 
paid the noble leaders from the royal treafury, they providing 
the men. In the weak reign of Charles VI the diforders re¬ 
turned; Charles VII reeftabliflicd the gendarmerie about 1445- 
He maintained fifteen troops, of too lances each; and per- 
fuaded the burgeffes and yeomanry to defray the expcjjce, for 
their own benefit and proteftion, for the former gendarmerie 
had been lodged on them: ezch lance had,five followers; lb 
the whole number was nine thoufand. But there were all'o 
volunteers who ferved at their own cxpence, in the hope of 
fucceeding on a vacancy: fo that the troop, or company, 
fbmetimes amounted to laco horle. They were lodged in 
the towns, only twenty or twenty five being allotted to one 
place; and their utility was foon perceived by the prevention 
of public ravages and diforders, and the confequent rclloration 
of agriculture and commerce. They were all gentlemen, led 
bv the nobles, who were ambitious to be captains of the gen¬ 
darmerie, inflead of leading their feudal force, whicli hence¬ 
forth was never raifed except when the Arriere Ban was 
VOL. I. F f f fiimmoned. 
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1437— fummoned. This mftitution maintained its purity tUl the reign 
1488 of Francis 1 , when modern foldiery appeared*. 

^ jNor muft it be omitted that Charles VII ordered every 
parifli to maintain one archer, who had certain immunities *; 
an example worthy of the imitation of the Scotifti fovereigns, 
in their anxiety to promote archery, as a band of one thouland, 
trained and eminently fkilled, might have afforded no mean 
aid in battle, and might have kindled univerfal emulation. 

From the numbers of the Scotifh army perhaps the only 
materials arife, from which the population of the country may 
be vaguely eflimated: but unhappily the variations are fo 
great that no accuracy can be expe 61 ed. Bowar computes 
the array in 1436 at 400,000, half horfe half foot, including 
all between the age of fixteen and fixty, capable of arms, ex¬ 
cepting only herds, officers and fervants of prelates, and fomc 
cxcufcd from ncceffity or merit ♦. Suppofing the array a fixth 
of the population, the incredible number of two millions, four 
hundred thoufand, would refult. Other general arrays are 
'computed at one hundred thoufand; which fuppofing every 
eighth perfon appeared, gives the probable number of eight 
hundred thoufand. The prefent population exceeds a million 
and a half, and it has been gradually increaflng in this century: 
’in the middle agCs the moft rational computation would be a 
■million, yielding an array of eighty'thoufand effeftive men; 
’but fometimes doubled by a dilbrdcrly rabble of unarmed pea- 
fants and boys. 

* Daniel 1 , 55 —f Grofe, Eng. Army 1 . 330, obferves that Edward III 
paid his tro<>|>s in Normandy, lixpeiicc to a horfeman, three pence to an archer. 
At that lime the drefs of the Welch foldiers was only a tunic and mantle, 
lb. II, a. * Daniel, I, 172. * Com. Ford. II, 502. 
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Hi?- 
1488 

SECTION ra. 

Agriculture^ Ufeful Arts, 

THE information on thcfe important topics continues la¬ 
mentably barren; and the a£fe of parliament prefent almoll 
the only authentic evidence. 

The ftatutc of James H, 1458, permitting lands to be let 
in feu, free from military lervice, was a notable introduflion 
to improvement’. The fame prince had before ordained tliat 
a mortgagee of lands fliould not reduce the rents, in order to 
prolong his pofl*eflion after his demand had been cleared*. An 
ordinance of James ill alfo deferves notice: “ Conceriung 
new inventions, and felling of lands by charter and feizin, 
and taking again of reverfions, and the buyer may fell the land 
again to another perlbn; it is now feen expedient in this prefent 
parliament, and according to law and confciencc, that the firft 
feller have recourfe to the lands, fold by him under reverfion, 
into whatfoever hands they may come, on paying the money, 
and fhewing the deed of reverfibn; and have the fame privi¬ 
lege and freedom againft the holder of the lands, as againfl 
the firft purchafer. And becaufe fuch deeds of reverfion may 
chance to be loft, our fovereign lord fhall order them to be 
regiftered in his regifter, on paying the expence, half a mark 
each; and the extrad fhall have the fame force as the prin¬ 
cipal reverfion 

’ Lindfay in his Play, p. 254, fays the cuftom was derived from France, 

Be fet in few after the forme of France. 

‘ 1450, c. 18. » 1469, c. 28. 
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1437— Lord Kaims fuppofes that the law of Scotland, even in that 
1488 century, did not permit the abfolute lale of lands, or houfes, 
except in ca'fes of poverty, and where the apparent heir could 
not purchafe *. This reftraint muft greatly have impeded the 
progrels of improvement, to which the free and frequent 
dlienation of eftates fo much contributes; a new and monied 
pi^fTeflbr having many incitements, unknown to the indoleiKe 
and routine of hereditary holders. 

Severe ftatutes were iflued againft thofe foreftallers, who de¬ 
tained their corn from the market, in expeftation of a fcarcity. 
In Auguft 1452 it was ordered that all the corn in the kingdom 
fliould be thralhed out before the laft day of May then next, 
and that none Ihould keep more in a granary than was fuffi- 
cient for their family. The meafures were regulated in 1458; 
the lirlot, containing eighteen pints, was to be fixteen inches 
and a half in the recipient diameter; the half firlot, and peck, 
to follow in proportion •. 

A parliament* held in July 1454, ordered every encourage¬ 
ment to foreign merchants importing grain; and to Scoti/h 
merchants bringing it from EnglandThe a£l: for that purr- 
pofe in 1477 allows, as has already been mentioned, that the 
chief fupport of the country was by foreign importation. The 
low Hate, and flow progrefs, of agriculture may be further 
judged of from the ftatotc of James II, 1458, ordering that 
every man, ufing a plough of eight oxen, fhould fbw every 
year at the leaft one iirjot of wheat, half a firlot of peafe, and 
forty beans, under a penalty of ten fhillings to the baron *: a 
mere tranfeript of a ftatute of James I in 1426. 

The fame parliament of 1458 decreed that no fences’fhould 
be made of flakes, flicks, or Hewn wood, but only of lyand 

* Hift. Law Txafts, p. 103, 427. * Cap. 37, 73. 

* Cap. 40. * Cap. Si. 

wood, 
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wood, a term not abfolutcly clear *. Ordinances alfo appear 1437— 
for the deftruftion of eagles, buftards, kites, hawks,.and par- 
ticularly wolves: for the latter purpole the (heriff or bailiff of'*'*^'’*^ 
the county, where any appear, is to collect the people to hunt 
them; and the flayer of the wolf is to receive one penny from 
every houfeholder in the parilh •. The burning of heath, from 
March till Michaelmas, is prohibited under the penalty of five 
pounds, that the flanding corn may not be damaged ^ In 
1477 the Icgiflature condefeended to ordain that a fmith, who 
injured a horfc in the flioeing, fliould fupply another till he were 
found; or if irremediable, fliould exchange him h 

The fowing of broom is ordered by a ftatute of 1458: it 
is ftill maflied, and given to cattle in a fcarcity of other food. 

I'he fame aiSl orders the freeholders, when they grant their 
yearly leafes at Whitfunday, to infift on their tenants’ planting 
wood and trees, and making hedges But theie regulations 
feem to have had little effe6l; and a tenant liable to be turned 
out every year, muft have had little Ipirit to plant or improve. 

I lad the Icgiflature ordered long leafes, their Ikill and patriotifm 
would have been more apparent.. Even now the Scotilh pea- 
fantry obje£l to hedges, beeaufe forfooth they flieltcr flocks of 
birds, who injure the grain while the warmth and proteflion 
from the wind, fupply double the ftore devoured by thefe in-r 
truders. So the ufe of oxen in agriculture is objedled to by 
the fervants, beeaufe they, cannot ride them. When we per¬ 
ceive W'hat mean interefts,'and prejudices, oppofe improve¬ 
ments in enlightened ages, there is Icfs room to wonder at the 
flow pro refs of darker times. 

An old chronicle has the following articles of intelligence. 

** 1439. Was the dear fummer, for the boll of meal was at 

* Cap. 83. » 1458, cap. 84, 87. * I 477 » c* 76 - 

‘ lb. c. 79. ‘ Cap. 80. 

twenty 
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14^7—twciitv foTir OiilUngs, and the boll of malt at two marks, and 
>4^8 the boll of wheat at thirty /hillings; and many died of famine.’* 
In 1482, after the king’s impri/bnment in the caftle of Edin¬ 
burgh, “ the corn became more cheap, for the boll, that 
was at four pounds, was then ibid for thirty /hillings of white 
(pure) /liver The learned Ruddiman e/limates a boll of 
wheat in 1424 at two /hillings; of rye, barley, and peafe, at 
One /hilling aind four pence; of oats at fix pence: an Ox fix 
/hillings and ei^ pence; ai horfe thirteen and four pence *. 
Even in 1523 the boll of meal was at thirteen /hillings and 
four pence. The above fcarcities rau/l of cour/e have been 
enormous, and /hew the incredible diftre/s of the country in 
times of internal cornmotion; the value of the comraoneft 
provifions being’increafed about twenty fold, as if the Engli/h 
quarter were to fife from fixty /hillings to fixty pourids ! 

Concerning the Ufeful Arts little information appears. 
Special regulations were i/E^ in 1458, concerning works in 
gold and filver; the /landard purity of which is to be afeer- 
tained by a mark, ftamped on-it by the deacon of the craft’. 
In 1484 three matks were ordered; one of the artificer, one 
of the deacon, the thifd of the town. No dyer of cloth is 
permitted to excrcifc the trade of a draper; and the meafure of 
cloth is to be computed exclufive of the felvage ’. Till a late 
epoch, Flanders was to fupply Scotland with mo/l of the ar¬ 
ticles of ufeful art and manufadure. 

’ Chron. end of Winton 17 D XX. The numerals in the laft words arc not 
dear, and may be xxii not xxx. 

• Introd. ad Anderfoni Dipl, but his authority is the taxation aft of James I, 
(fee Appendix ;} and it is probable the articles are not eftimated at full price. 

* Cap. 65. ’ 1484, c. 96. *458, c. 66. 1469, c. 32. 
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SECTION IV. 

Commerce, Money, Navigation, 

THE ftate of commerce in Scotland at this period may befl: 
be eftimated from the following lines of a noted old Ehglilh 1488 
poem, apparently written in the reign of Edward IV. It is v-i* 
intituled The Bibel of Englijh Policy ; and contains a number 
of juft obfervations on the political interefts of England, with 
fome account of the trade of moft countries *. That of Scot¬ 
land is thus delcribed. 

** Of the comoditees of Scotland, and drapyng of her wollc 

in Flandres. 

Alfo over all Scotland the comoditees 
Are felles, hides, and of wolle the flees. 

All this muft pafle by us away, 

Into Flaundres by England, this is no nay. 

And all her wolle is draped for to felle 
In the townes of Poperyng, and of Belle; 

Whiche the duke of Gloucefter, in grate ire, 

For her falfliede fette upon a fire. 

And yit thai of Belle and Poperyng 
Coude never drape her wolle, for any thyng, 

* Extant in Harl. ms. 401 r ; and publiihed by Hakinyt, Vol. I. It is quoted 
by Scldcn in his Marc Ciaufuin, for the noted lines. 

Four thynges cure noble flieweth to piec;. . 

Kyng, (hyp, fwerd, and powar of the fee. 


But 
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But ycf thei had Englilh wolle with allc; 

Our goodly wolle it is fo gencralle, 

NcdfuU to hem of Spayu, and Scotland als. 

And other coftcs: this is not fals; 

The worthi marchauntis, I do upon ydoo, 

That this is trew ye wotc wcle how. 

For the Ilaple of that marchaundie 
Of Scotland is Flaundres truly. 

Than the Scottes ben charged at fve. 

Out of Flaundres with litcU mercerve, 

And grete plente of habcrdaftic ware, 

And with cart wheles bare. 

And barowes are laden in lubftaunce; 

Thus muft rude ware ben her chevcfance. 

So may dtei not forbere this Flemyfh loud, 
Therforc ycf we w-old manly take on bond 
To kepc the fee fro Flaundres, and fro Spayn, 

And fro Scotland, and fro Litcll Bretaigne, 

We fliold right fone have pcafe, for ail her boftes. 
For thei muft nedes pafle by cure Engliflie coftes,” 


The main objects difcoverable from thofc rude rimes are, 
that the chief exports of Scotland were fells or Ikins, hides, 
and wool; that the wool was manufadured at Popering and 
Bell, tH- Raileul, towns on the Ibuthcrn Flemilh coaft, between 
Dunkirk and Calais; that to make line cloth it was neceftary 
to mingle it with fome Englifti wool: artd that the Scotifli im¬ 
ports from Flanders were mercery, but more haberdafherv> 
cart-wheels, and wheel-barrows. 

Further hints concerning commerce may be derived from 
the ftatutes. Salmon formed an importatit article of export; 
in 1487 it was ordered that each barrel ftiould be capable of 

containing 
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containing fourteen gallons; and that each burgh dealing in i 4 J 7 ~- 
that article Ihould have three iron hoops, to mcalurc the calk, 
which is aftenv'ards to be marked witli a hot iron. Cattle'*""''"*^ 
were not allowed to be fold into England, except for rcaily 
money *. Many other regulations concerning merchuiuli/.ir 
have already been ftated, in narrating the tranladlions of the 
parliaments. It is Angular that an a6t of 1458 ♦, bearing that 
merchants muft be burgefles worth at leaft three ferjtiaiihs of 
wool, is only enaded by the clergy and barons; the intcrcfl 
of the burgefles being efteemed a ground for excluding them 
from the deliberation. 

A ftatute of 1467 confiderably illuflrates the fubjed. “ It 
is ordained that in future no (hip be freighted without a charter- 
party, containing the follow ing agreements; namely that the 
mafter of the fhip fliall find a fufRcient fteerfman, tymmer-men^ 
and fliip-men fit for the fervice. Tliat the mafter gratuitoufly 
furnifli the merchants with fire, water, and fait. If there 
happen any contention or difpute between the mafter and the 
merchants, they fhall abide by the jurilHiftion and decree of 
the town to which tlie fhip is freighted. That no merchant’s 
goods be torn or fpoiled by improper ftowage, nor anywife 
injured by the mafter or liis fervants, on penalty of lofing the 
freight, over and above compenfation for the damage. That 
the mafter ftow no goods upon the upper deck, cllc they fhall 
bear no freight; and no goods under deck, that may injure the 
others in a tempeft. That every fhip exceeding five lafls of 
goods fliall pay to the chaplain of the nation in the foreign 
• port, one lack; and under five lajis., half a lack; on the pe¬ 
nalty of five pounds to the king. No drink money is to be 
paid to the mafter, or his agents. Each fhip, homeward bound. 


’ 1487, c. no. i 45 t> c. 35. 

c, ff g 


ftiall 


voi.. I. 
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t437_fliall bring one tun of materials, for the church-work of the 
1488 town to which it is freighted*.” 

^ Concerning foreign merchants an impdrtsnit regulation was 
iillied by Janies III, in his lail {^rliament 1487. ** For the 
common profit of the Whole realm, and to excite ftrangers of 
other realms to vifit this, with grain and other merchandize, 
lo fupport the king's Iid}je£ls; it is ordained, that in future all 
ftrangers be treated honourably, with aft favour, at whatever 
port they arrive. Tha* noncjof our fovereign lord’s officers, 
nor other fubjeds, difturb them, or arreft their perfbns, fhips, 
or goods; but they lhall have full liberty and freedom to dif- 
pofe of their goods, and fell them to free-men^ without com- 
puliion or violence: nor fhall any price be fet upon their goods, 
except in fair bargain and ftde. That no new cuftoms, impoii- 
tbns, nor exaiftipns, be levied on them, but fblely die ancient 
duties. And when any arricles arc wanted for the king, that 
his comptroller, or receiver, after the price has been fettled, 
ftiall have as mudh of the firft: and beft, as is necefTary; for 
which immediate payment fhall be made, that the ftrangers 
may not fuflbr by the delay.. That in future no perfon, under 
pretence of purdiafing for die king, take goods from ftrangers, 
to fell again, under the penalty of exile, and efeheat of move¬ 
ables. And any ftrangers now in the realm, complaining of 
any goods taken from diem, w any injury, fhall have imme¬ 
diate payment and compenfation, according to juftice: and in 
like manner any now abfent, who may arrive with complaints, 
lhall receive compenfation and juftice, againft any perfim in 
die kingdom; fo diat by the admuiiftration of juftice, and fa- ■ 
vourablc treatment of all ftrangers, they may be excited to 
return, to the great utility of the whole kingdom . 

• Cap. 14. A hji was about twelve barrels, or two faeks of wool. See 
Skene GloiF. voce Strpkth. * Cap. 114. 
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The fame monarch, about 1476, grants a paflport to fome 1437— 
Florentine merchants ^ Commerce was now in a flourilhing * 4 ^^ 
condition in many countries: France, the ally of Scotland,'*’''*^ 
had beheld Jaques Coeur, goldimith or banker to the king, 
attain enormous wealth by mdudrious trade. In the reign of 
James II John Dalrymple had the lingular title of the kingi 
merchant *; and perhaps carried on commerce for his fove- 
reign’s behoof. It has already been ftated that James III had 
Ihips, his own private property; one of which was taken by 
a veflel belonging to the duke of Gloccfter. Nor were the 
bifliops, and barons, averle to tliis laudable Ipirit of adven¬ 
ture. 

Of the annual value of the cuAoms, and extent of tlie trade, 
no evidence remains’; and any further Ulullratious of the ftate 
of commerce muft be referved till another retrolped, after 
remarking that the colleftor of the cuftoms is, in the ftatutes, 
termed tlie cujlomer * and that fums ariUng from them were 
often alligned by the monarch, as anmdtics of compenlktiun 
or reward. 

The nominal value of the Scotilh money, compared to the 
Englilh, was about one to two, till 1451, when it became as 
one to two and a half; and five years after as one to three. 

In 1467 it was about one to three and a half: and at lafi, in 
1475, as one to four: in which ftate it continued till the reign 
of Mary. The gold coin 1 ms St. Andrew on one fide, and 
the arms of Scotland on the other; and from the latter it was 
termed the Lion; it alfo bore the name -of Demy, becaufe 
in the time of James I it weighed half the Englilh noble. 

James III coined gold Unicorns, fo called becaufe that animal 

’ Scotft. Cal. 1476. ' Ibid. Jan. and Aug. 1459. 

* In 1365 the cuilotns on wool were valued at eight thouiand marks yearly. 

4to Regifter, f. 4s. 
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1437—was chofen as the fupporter of the Scotiih armorial bearings; 

1488 apparently by this prince, the fupporter of the Stewart’s arms 
having been.a ftag It is almoft unnecefl^ry to mention that 
the devices^ imputed to our monarchs, and retailed by our 
later hiftorians, are the futile inventions of the laft century*. 

The filver denominations were groats, half-groats, and 
pennies. Cochran, in the reign of James III, ilTucd bale 
groats and penmes; the former were called placks^ and only 
pafled for three-pence; in 1482 this corrupt coin was re¬ 
voked '. 

The copper coinage of Scotland commences in 1466. Of 
James III there are only farthings; of his fucceflbr pennies, 
half-pence, and farthings. A little filver is mingled, fb as to 
conftitute what is called billon. 

The ftatutes (hew that Englifh, French, and Flcmifli coins 
were not unfrequent in currency. 

Concerning Navigation little can be added till the reign of 
James IV, though the Scotifh navy commenced in that of his 
predcceflbr, when Wood and Barton began to diftinguifli them- 
fclvcs. In 1458 the rates ir ipofed for repairing the harbour of 
Dundee were, ten (hilling on every Ihip; five {hillings on a 
rrayer, buis, barge, or ballinger\ twelve pence on every fercoJl\ 
and fix-pence on large boats *. Other circumftances may be 
found in the text and notes of the narrative. 

* For the coin fee Anderfbn’s Dipl, with Ruddiman’s introdudlion; and 
EITay on Medals, London 1789, 2 vols. 8vo. 

* They are quoted by Abercromby from one Kcape’s Genealogies written 
about 1680. Granger and Guthrie repeat the idle fi^ons. Anderfon gravely 
publiflies them with the coins! 

* Lindfay, i2o. Chron. end of Winton, fub anno. 

* Andcrlbn Dift. of Commerce, 1 , 277. 
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SECTION V. 

Ecclejiajlk Hlfioryy Literature^ Language. 

THE few incidents of ecclefiaftic hiftory are moftly inter-1437— 
woven in the preceding books. Defervedly jealous of the papal 1488 
power, our kings continued to guard, by repeated flatutes, the 
liberties of the Scotifli church, which in fome meafure cor- 
rcfjxnided witli thofe of the Galilean. In 1471 the purchafe 
of any benefice or office at Rome was declared treafon '; that 
avaricious court contriving at this period to draw immenfe 
llims from moft European kingdoms, by the fale of benefices, 
by arbitrary taxations, indulgences, and other arts: but the 
cx}>encc of the bulls of confirmation was to continue a feverc 
tax on the Scotifh biffiops and abbots. 

The clergy loudly exclaimed againft James III, for quaffiing 
the freedom of elefliQn, and afluming into his own hands the 
nomination to vacant benefices, which he Ibmetimes fold to 
laymen. This-right was to become a confiderable fburce of 
influence to the crown, when no minority intervened; but it 
was perhaps one caufe of the enmity betrayed by Mair, Boycej 
and other ecclefiaftic writers^ againft the royal family and: 
prerogative. The avarice of the pope, a churchman, wmuld 
have been more tolerable to them than that of their fovereign; 
and the injury of their holy monopoly was an unpardonable 
offence. James I had, in his firft parliament, ordered that no 
clergyman fhould pafs or fend an agent out of the realm, 
without permiffion; and that no benefices ffiould be purchafed *: 

> Cap, 44. * Cap. 13, 14 * 

but 
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1437—but the royal nomination (eems rarely to have been exercifed 
1488 tjjj reign of James 111 ; and the wealth of the church, 
which was at leafl: equivalent to that of all the lay-intereft, 
became a great objeft of Hate intrigue. In 1481 “ it is or¬ 
dained by the king and Iris three eftates, concerning the pri¬ 
vilege of the crown, ufed and obferved in all times paft, in 
the prefentation to benefices during a vacancy in the fees of 
bilhops, that our fovereign lord, and his fucceflbrs, fhall in 
future, during the vacation of a fee, have power to prefent to 
benefices, till the bifhop (hew his bulls to the king’s highnefs 
and to the chapter. And in cafe that our fovereign lord, of 
bis fpecial grace and favour, admit any prelate to his tempo¬ 
ralities before, he Ihew his bulls, fuch admiflion fliall imply no 
prejudice nor harm to his highnefs, concerning the laid privi¬ 
lege and right of prefentation 

While even the penury of Scotland was taxed to pamper 
papal avarice, and luxury, the mileries of other kingdoms 
were extreme. On the enquiry into the caufes of the poverty 
of France, inftituted in the States General held at Tours in 
1484, though the Tiers-Eiat chiefly confifted of clergy and 
maijlresy it was agreed that the chief caule was the avarice of 
the popes, Alexander and Martin, which had drained the 
kingdom of not lefs than two millions of gold: much of the 
coin had ahb paflfed to England, and none remained in France 
except foreign money. The biftioprics of France at that time 
amounting to one hundred and one, the abbies and conventual 
priories to more than three thoufand, the effeds of papal ex¬ 
tortion were very extenfivc; and it is ordered that no legate be. 
be in future admitted to pillage the kingdom *. 

It 

^ Cap. 85. • Jaligny hift. dc Charles VIII, Paris 1684, folio, p. 399 

—409. Sec in the fame work, p. 598, a papal difpenfation, mentioning the 

days 
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It IS not a little remarkable that the papal dominions them- 1437— 
felves, at a time when all the wealth of Europe was pourln<r 1488 
into them, were almoft a defert; a ftriking inftancc of the 
abfurd and heterogeneous nature of ecclefiaftic power in tem¬ 
poral atfairs. The Rate of the church-lands in Scotland re¬ 
mains in obfeurity; but while the clergy fometimes afpired to 
commerce, they do not appear to have advanced agriculture. 

Ecclenaftic cenfures, and excommunication, beginning to 
be defpifed in the reign of James II, they were enforced by 
locular penalties’. In 1469 the power of appointing .notaries 
in civil caufes was aflumed by the king, though the German 
emperor had before been underftood to pofiefs that prerogative. 

Yet the regal notaries are to be examined by th&.bilhops; and 
the papal notaries retain their power 

The eloquence of the pulpit remained in a low condition. 

Some judgment of it may be formed from the latin oration of 
Whitlaw to Richard III, in which he quotes Virgil, Statius, 

Cicero, and Seneca; and among other arguments for peace 
fays, “ Chrift ^^s born in peace, was buried in peace, fleeped 
in peace, and refted in peace.” Yet in England at that period 
Dr. Shaw, and Friar Pinke, were celebrated preachers at St. 

Paul’s crofs, in the popular idiom to a popular audience; and 
perhaps inftituted the execrable example of political fermons, 
by promoting the languinary ufurpation of Richard. In de¬ 
lineating the charadler of bilhop Kennedy, Lindlay lays “ he 
caulcd dl parlbns and vicars, to remain at their parilh churches. 


days of each month, on which Anne duchefs of Bourbon might obtain remif- 
fjon of all fins, committed by her, or by any ten i^rfons whom flte might 
name. No religious fyftcm ever perverted morality fo much as the roman ca¬ 
tholic ; pardon for fins is ever a dangerous tenet; a better creed would prevent 
crimes by denying any celellial pardon. 

* * 443 » c* 7 * * 449 * c* 3 ** 
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1437—jfbr inftrudion and edifying of their flocks, and caufed them 
*488 to preach the word of God unto the people, and to vifit them 
when they were fick. And alfo the faid bilhop vifited every 
church within his diocefe, four times in the year, and preached 
to the parifliioners the word of God truly; and enquired of 
them if they were duly inftrufted in the word of God, by their 
parfon and vicar, and if their facraments were duly admi- 
niftered, and if the poor were fuftained, and the youth edu¬ 
cated and taught, conformably to the order that was taken in 
the church of God. And where he found that'order was not 
followed he made great puniihment, to the efFed that God’s 
glory might (hine through all the country witliin his diocefe; 
giving good example to all future archbiihops, and churchmen 
in general, to caufc the patrimony of the church of God be ufed 
for the glory of God, and the common benefit of the poor 
The remainder of the ebarader of this venerable prelate 
may well intcreft the reader, as a pi6tu/e of ccclefiaftic worth, 
drawn in fimple and plcafing colours. He was a man well 
learned in the civil laws, and of great expgrience in them; 
and by his genius, literature, knowledge, lengthened pradice, 
and years, he knew the nature of Scotchmen fo well, that he 
was the moft able of all the lords of Scotland, Ipiritual or 
temporal, to give any wife counfel, or an anfwcr when the 
time occurred, before the prince or the council; and fpecially 
in the time of parliament, or when the embafladors of other 
countries came for their aflairs, there was none fo able as he 
to give them anfwer, conformably to their petition, and the 
delires of their mailers. When any ctunmotions occurred in- 

* P. ito, tdit. 1778, 8vo. That rennons were common in the vulgar 
tongue before the reformation alfo appears from the Diarium Verzjietunje, p. 150, 
where in 1489 Uie bilhop of Lincopen “ fecit fermonem ad populum in 
vulgari." 
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the realm, he fliewed equal wifdom; for he gave counfel to 1437— 
king James II, when he was ready to depart out of Scotland, *4^8 
for fear of the earl of Douglas who had gathered agaiuft him 
to the number of forty thouland men, ready to give him 
battle, or elfe to chafe him out of the realm*** Lindlay adds 
that the bilhop led the king into his oratory; and after prayers 
produced a Iheaf of arrows, not to be broken when joined, 
but ealUy frafhired apart: from this demonftration of an Efo- 
pian apologue he fhewed that the power of the ariftocracy muft 
be aflailed by degrees 

The ftate of the church may alfo be cftimated from the oljl 
poem before quoted One of the qucftions is, Why the pious 
bifltops, and clergy, of former times, escercifed all good works, 
and performed miracles; while no fuch praftife or power, ap¬ 
peared among their fucceffors ? The anfwcr is, that anciently 
the bifljops were chofen by the people, after invocation of the 
Holy Ghoft, either from among &e clergy of that chapter, 
or by felefting from thofe of all the kingdom the perfon moft 
proper for that particular fee: that now they are appointed by 
the king, and introduced by the foie hand of power; fo that they 
can work no miracles, except by the fpecial afliftance of the 
devU: that no man procures a benefice by merit, literature, 
or even birth, but folely by gold, fimony being accounted no 
tranfgreflion: and the Holy Ghoft having no hand in the elec¬ 
tion, his precious gifts were in confequence not imparted; 
while the regal infpiration could only confer the love of gold, 
a gift of no miraculous nature: and the bifltops being ihem- 
felves Atom, they pradtifed the lhcarin| of their flocks with 

*'7 

* Ibid. Lindfay is fofond of this ftory, that he has interpolated it into his 
tranflation of Boyce’s reign of James 11 , p. 8a»84 ; and repeats it here at full 
length. 

* Priefts of Peebles, uii fupru, p. 16,17* 
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1437—great afliduity and fuccefi; this being the genuiq/B meaning of 
1488 the fymbolic ccclefiaftical tonforc. 

While the bhhops, and many abbots, were lords as having 
feats in parliament, the inferior clergy were dillinguifhed by 
the titles of Mafter and Sir ; the former perhaps appropriated 
to a Mafter of Arts, the latter to one who had pafled all his 
degrees, or pofleflol ^ conllderable benefice. When Mary of 
Gelder came to Scotland, Gerard Boot monk of the Char- 
treufe, her confeffor attended her; on a voyage to Flanders he 
was taken by the Englilh and robbed. In recompenie Henry VI 
orders him a prefent of twenty yards of fine black cloth 

Though the repeated internal commotions were unfavourable 
to the progrefs of literature, yet feveral writers arofe during 
this period. Margaret the daupbinefs, as has already appeared, 
was a poetefs in French; and perl»ps fome of her ballads and 
rondeaux may lurk in the libraries of France. Holland, the 
author of the Houlat, wrote about 1450; Henry the Rimer, 
a ftrolling poet, repeated his fables concerning Wallace, about 
1460 or 1470: and sd>out the fame period Clerk of Tranent 
feems to have complied his metrical romances on the adven¬ 
tures of Gawin, a knight of Arthur’s court*. The riming 
prophecies, afcribed to Merlin, Beda, and others, were of 
Englifti growth; but were adopted in Scotland with all the 
credulity of a dark period, and had even their influence on 
public meafures, thefe books of the Sybil being confulted and 
repeated, in tha and the following century, with great con¬ 
fidence in the application of the predi6tion 

’ Rymer’s Unprinted Papers, Briri(h Mufeunn, No. 4610, art. 67. 

* For the poets in general fee the various volumes of undent Scotilh poetry 

publilhed by the author. ' 

* They arc the bell remains of the EngliQt poetry of the fifteenth century; 
and there is an excellent ms in the marquis of Lanfdowne’s library. 
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Holland and Clerk build their'Ranza in a lingular manner; 1437— 
and the alliteration, and frequent recurrence of the fame rime, *4^8 
render their poetry atfefted and obfcure. v—i* 

In the roiddis of Maii, at morne as 1 went. 

Throw mirth markit on mold, till a grene mcid; 

The blemis blyweft of blee fro the fohe blent, 

That all brychnit about tiM bordouris on brcid. 

With alkin herbis off air, that war in erd lent, 

The fieldis flowryfchit, and. fretful of jfktrheid. 

So foft was the fealbns our Ibvrahe down fcnt. 

Throw the greabill gift his gO)(&eid, 

That all was amialde ower the air, and the erd. 

Thus throw the clifts fo clere 
Above, but fallow or fcre^ 

I waikit till a riwcir. 

That ryallye rer’d *. 

Nor in the lift of poets muft the aulfinr of the Tajes of the 
Priefts of Peebles be forgotten, whoft homely rimes refled 
confiderable light on the manners of the age. 

The chief chronicler of this period was Bowar, the enlarger 
and continuator of Fordon’s work. He wrote in the year 
1444’; and Scotifli hiftory is indebted to his labour, though 
his deplorable defed of judgment render his work a mere chaos 
of materials, mingled with e^pentric digreflions, and excurflve 
reading. Yet from thcfe the ftate of learning in the country 
may be eftimated. He quotes upwards of one hundred authors, 
and among them many latin claifics; but former compilations 
no doubt fupplied him with much of his erudition. The 
common ufe of paper rapidly incfeafed the number of ma- 

* Holland's Houlat, Scotiih Poems Reprinted, III, 147. 

* P. 4901 in the 14th year of the age of James II, born in 1430. 

H h h 2 nuferipts: 
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1427— nufcripts: and the iriventionof printing was ftill more to ferve 
1488 the caufe of fcience. 

^**’'’*^ Bowar had unhappily no fucceflbr till John Mair wrote m 
1521: and for the affairs of the fifteenth century we are in¬ 
debted to the refearches of Lindfay, Ferrerius, Lefley, and 
Buchanan, who do not indicate their fources of information. 
Yet apparently fhort chronicles were written, and preferved 
in the monafteries, till tihey periflied in the violence of the re¬ 
formation, or mouldered amid the ne^eQ: of literature, in the 
fuccceding century of ecclcliaftk? difpute and fanaticifm. In 
his laft chapter Bowar fays he defifts from writing, left he 
.might feem to flatter the living aflorl ; and he (4ofes with the 
following advice.' ** It is properly ordered in moft countries,^ 
and as 1 have heard in England, that every raonaftery of royal 
foundation ihould have its appropriated fcribe, *to narrate the 
more' memor^k events, that occur during each reign, in that 
and die neighbouring countries, according to ftritSf truth, and 
chronology. On the death of a king, thefe chroniclers proceed 
to the firft genefid coundl, and produce t^eir labours; which 
are referred to the examiiiatiCii of the moft fagacious and 
Ikillful, who from the whole digeft one fummary chronicle. 
The books are then returned to the libraries\f the monafteries, 
as authentic chronicles deferving of faith, lefllfcy the lapfe of 
time the memory of events fhouJd perifh in the kingdom. So 
would I advife our king to order, left if the prefent work ftiould 
be loft, which, heaven forbid, the memory of popes, kings, 
peers, and illuftriw? men,-^^dd la^ perifh; with the in¬ 
citements to virtue, or die cautions againft faults, which are 
afforded by the perufal of their aflions '.*’ This advice was 
unhappily not followed: and our monarclw, amid their pa- 


• P. 5 * 7 - 
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tronage of the arts, iccm little to have attended to the utility 1437— 
and glory of national hiftory. The monaftic cellar was better 1488 
replenilhed than the library; and the jolly inhabitants preferiied 
one terreftrial beauty to all the nine mules. In France, as 
has appeared in narrating the events of 1448, thtfre was a 
chronicler at St. Denis, who inlerted narratives upon the oaths 
of the relators: and indeed every hillorian ought to write 
as if he had made a folemn afleveration, in the prefence 
of God and his couptry, that truth lhall be his foie purfuit. 

The judicious Fortefcue informs us that the chronicler of 
St. Albans wrote, at the end of every month, what had hap¬ 
pened in its courfe: and that this work, which was called 
Flores Chronicarum^ was of more authority than any in Eng¬ 
land *. 

In the other departments of fcience ’Attle appears. Sir Gil¬ 
bert Hay, formerly chamberlain to Charles VII of France, in 
1456 tranflated Bonet’s Arbre des Batailles, a once popular 
book of arms and heraldry, into Scotilh,* at the rcqueft of 
William Sinclair eaxl of Orkney and chancellor». 

For the language of this epoch the appendix may be. con- 
fulted, where fevcral papers in Scotilh will be found.. In 
general there is little di^rence, in the ipeech of England or 
Scotland, between this and the following century; and the 
fpelling is as little redundant.. 

* Declaration of Sir John Foitefcue on certain writings fent from Scotland,, 
againd the title of Edward IV to the Engliih crown, ms. Hari. 1757, 

* Mackenzie’s lives Sc. writers from the Ims. in bis pofleffion.. 
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SECTION VI. 

Ornamental Artsy Manners^ Dnfs, 

* 437 “ THE GotKic architedure had now attained its greateft 
* 4 ^^ pcrfcftion, in liiblirnity, richnefs, and variety. About 1444 
William Sinclair, the celebrated earl of Orkney, founded a 
collegiate church at Roflin, four miles from Edinburgh, for a 
provoft, fix prebendaries, and two finging boys ♦. A chapel, 
which remains eiitire, is a gem of Gothic architedhire, uni- 
verfally known and admired. 

James III was fo fond of this art that Cochran, an archite^l, 
became his chief favourite. Bcfides the great hall in the caftlc 
of Stirling, he fouj^ed the royal chapel there, an inftitution 
of great magnifipence for that age *. The dean was to be the 
queen’s confeffor, and to have epifcopal jurifdidlion: this 
dignity was firft annexed to the provoftry of Kirkheugh near 
St. Andrew’s, another royal chapel j and afterwards to the 
biIhopric‘ of Galloway. There were befides a fub-dean, fa- 
criftan, chaiiterj treafurer, clumcellor, arch-deacon, fixteen 
clmplains, and fix fining boys, with a maftcr of mufic. The 
endowments confilled of two ibbie's, lininefbus churches, and 
lands. James IV was to maintain and ^|Llarge the inftitution; 
and to procure the j^^al confirmation**, '‘The archite^ure*, 

* Bowar, 541, fays it was building when he wrote, 1444. Crawf. Off. 34, 
dates the foundation 1441. Ai^ Spottifwoode, Rel. Houfes, p. a88. If 
the renuuning.diapel be thp chief fabric, it tan hardly be called a collegiate 
church. * Ijndfay, .&c. * Spottifwoode, ib. 


and 
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and decorations, apparently correfpondcd with the greatnefi 1437— 
of the revenue annexed, and with the royal favour and piety. h88 

In the year 1458 bifliop Kennedy founded St. Salvat^|f*8 
college in St. Andrew’s: and er)e6ted a magnificent tomb for 
himfclf in whic(|he was interred in 1466 7. This tomb is 
a favourable fpecimen of the ftate of the arts at that period. 

But a Turkifh cufiom, of a plain ftone, with a large hole or 
two to collect rain-water, that the birds may find drink, 
breathes more of chriftiaii humility and charity. 

The large goldeii medal of Jatpes 111 ^ appended to the 
fhrine of St! John at Amiens, and ’minutely defcribed by Du 
Cange, was probably the produftion of an Italian or Flemifli 
artift. That fbme eminent forei^ painter had alfb vifitcd 
Scotland about 148 a, appears from the celebrated pidlure at 
Kcnfington, in tbe form of a folding altar piece, painted on 
both fides, or in four compartments. The firft reprefents the 
king kneeling; behind hint is his Ion, a youth about twelve 
years of age, which afcertains the 4 ate; and St. Andrew the 
patron faint of Scotland. The royal crown is not arched, 
nor was apparently, till the reign of James V, when new re¬ 
galia were ordered, but it has. high fleurons of great ricbneli; 
the robe is of a lilac hue furred wifih ermine; , the veft, clodi of 
gold. In the fecond compartment the queen appears, alfo 
kneeling, in a kirtle of cloth of gold,.and blue robe; her 
head-drefs one bla»e of^, gold ^d jewels: the arms depided 
with exa 61 heraldry indicate ,pe daughter of Denmark r and 
behind her is a perfonage m ^te-armour, apparently her 
father in the charadter of St».Canute, the patron ot his king¬ 
dom. ..... . 

Of. the two compartments, .r, on the reverfe of this grand 
piece, one reprefenJs the Trinity. In the other an ecclefiailic 

» Ibid. 


kneels; 
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14. j7_ kneels; but his heraldry of three buckles and a cheveron can 
1488 hardly be traced, except to the obfcure family of Bonkil in 
th| Merfe *.• Behind is a kind of organ, with two an^ls, not 
ofideal beauty, and perhaps portraits of the king’s tw'o fillers, 
Mary lady Hamilton, and Margaret then u^^arried; a con- 
jcflure iupported by the uncommon ornament of a coronet'on 
the head of one of the angels Hardly can any kingdom in 
Europe boaft of a more noble family pi6lure of this early 
epoch: and it is in itfelf a convincing fpecimcn of the atten¬ 
tion of James Ilf to the arts 


In 


* It may be Sir William Rogers, or fomc other eminent foreigner. 

* The llyle of painting, as ufual in fuch early pieces, is that of tlic miniatures 
in manuferipts enlarged, originally the produdions of monks and nuns. In 
that curious work the Diarium Vazjltntnfr, publiflied by Benzelius at Upfal 
•1721, 4to, being a minute chronicle of events happening at Waditena, on the 
Wetter lake, in a convent of ihonks and mins united, a privilege peculiar to 
frigid regions, the following notices occur, concerning the arts nourilhed by the 
monafteries. 

1477. Dominica infra o£lavas b. Martini, obiit foror Botildis Pxdhcrs 
doper, quae fuit bona Icriptrix, et fcripfit magna volumtna, milTalia et alia.** 

** 1487, Jn tertia dominica poll odlavas epiphanix Domini, Dn. Henricus 
epife. |.iii(X>penfis confecravit uoam virginem in fororem, nomine Chridinam 
Henrikfdotter, natam Upfalix, et unum fratrem laicum, nomine Gerardum, 
nationc Theotonicum, qui novit fcuipcre et depingeie." 

“ 1491. In die 5 . 8. Cofmx et Daraiani tranftbaht fratres Petrus Ingemari 
facerdos, et Geratdus lakus, verfus ^^ck, ad faciendum imprimi libros coe- 
lelle^Revelatiomim S. ^qjittae. EtfPt annum «voiutuiii, imprelTis ct perfe^is 
o£lingentis vohiminibus in papyro, et fedecim duntaxat in pergamcno, redie- 
runt in monafterium finim, anno Do. 1492, circa feftumS. Katharinx virginis 
^ martyria.” 

** 1520. In craftino S. Gwgorti obiit fotor Chriftina HanlTadotter Braika, 
anno a fua profeilione Ixvii. Hxc fitit bona icriptrix, et feripferat plurimos 
iibros. Deo gratias.” 

The unicorns, or go|d coins, of James 111 are of goqd artiils for the time. 
For the feals of this and preceding periods may be confullcd the work of Mr. 

Aftle 
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In (lefcribing the character of that prince, Fcrreri\is men- J437— 
tions that he not only loved literature, and invited John Ire- *4^8 
land a celebrated Scotiih dodor of the Sorbonne into his kimg- 
dom, and rewarded his talents with a rich benefice; but ex¬ 
tended his patro^ge to mulic in particular. William Roger, 
an excellent Englifli mufician, having attended the embaHa- 
dors of Edward IV into Scotland in 1474, James was delighted 
with his performances; and perfuading him to remain in his 
court, railed him to knighthood. ” Under the inftruilion of 
this man, the moft celebrated of his profeflion, numerous 
eminent mullcians arole in the court of. Scotland: and, c\ cn fo 
late as 1529, many great mulicians boafted that they were of 
his fchool 

Holland, in his poem of the Houlat or owl, apparently a 
fatire on James 11 , by a partizanr of the houfe of Douglas, 
mentions no Ids thati twenty five kinds of raufical inftru- 
flients 

In proceeding to confider the ftate of Manners, the military 
cxercifes attrad the firft notice. To promote the pradife of 
archery, the games of foot-ball, and the golf, continued under 
ftrong prohibition. 'Yet the highlanders appear to have been 
the chief archers in the ancient Scotilh armies, while the low- 
landers preferred the Ipear. In •deferibing the army of 
James III, in 1488, Lindfay enumerates no Ids than ten 
thoxifand highlanders with bows, under the earls of Huntley 
and Athole ’. Repeated ftatwls were ineffedual to introduce 

Aftk on flic fulijcft ; and the drawings, preferved in fome m.s. collections by 
Sir James Balfour, in the Harlcian library. The feals of the middle ages in 
general arc well illuftratcd by Mahni, Offitvazim IJioriche Jipra i Sigilli, Flo¬ 
rence 1739—1744, 6 vols. 4to. * f. 391.. 

* Scotilli Ppems, 1792, V^ol. Ill, p. 179. 

’ The author of the Prefent State of Scotland, 168a, mentions, p. 6, bows 
and arrows as the chief weapons of the highlanders, even of that period. 

VOI-. I. I i i archery 
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1427—archery in the lowlands. One of the moft prccife is that of 
James II, in his noted parliament of 1458. It is decreed 
and ordained that the dilplays of weapons be held by the lords 
and barons, ipiritual and temporal, four times in the ycai: 
and that the foot-ball and golf be utterly cried down, and not 
to b.c ufed. That the bow-marks be made, a pair of buts at 
every parifh church, aild Ihooting be pradlifed. That every 
man flioot fix ihots at tihe leaft; and that two pence be.levied 
upon the abient, for dtink to the (hooters# The pradlice to 
lad from Eafrcr till All-Iaints; and all to be ready by next 
midfummer. That there be a bowyer, and fietcher, in every 
chief town of a (hire; the town to furnilh them with the ne- 
ceflary materials to ferve the country. The penalty on, foot¬ 
ball and golf, a fine to the baron; and if he negledl, the king’s 
officers (hall levy it. If the parifh be large,, there (hall be 
three, four, or five bow-marks, in the moft convenient places; 
and that all men exceeding twelve and under fifty years of age 
pradlife archery t.” 

Among the great the chief exercife of arms was the folemn 
tournament, which might almoft be clalTed under the head of 
Tadtics, did that fcicnce comprize the preparations for war. 
Thcfe grand difplays of martial (kill were feldom undertaken by 
any, fave thofc who had been folemnly invefted with the order 
of knighthood, ari inftitution forming a kind of fraternal (ociety 
throughout Europe, and whic^ontributed not a little to diveft 
war of its horrours, to abate Ulional animofity, and to pro¬ 
mote the intercourie and confequent civilization of remote 
kingdoms. 

Knights were generally created with great folemnity by the 
king himfelf; fometimes by the general, or other aged knights 

* Cap. 64. 


of 
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of eminent fame before'a battle. The ancient oath adminif- 1437-- 
tred in Scotland has been preferved, and deferves infertion, as *488 
H curious relique of the Ipirit of chiyalry. ‘ » v—y—j 

1. “ I (hall fortify and defend the chriftian religion, to the 
nttermoft of my power. 

2. I fhall be loyal and true to my Ibverifei^ lord the king; 
to all orders of chivalry, and to the noble office of arms. 

3. “ I fhall fortify and defend juftice at my power; and 
•that without favour or enmity. 

4. “ I fhall never flee from my fbvereign lord the king; 
nor from his lieutenants, in time of affray or battle. 

5. “ I fhall defend my native realm from all aliens and 

flrangers. ■ 

6. “ 1 fhall defend the juft aflion and quarrel of all ladies 
of honour, of all true and friehdleft widows, of orphans, and 
of maidens of good fame. ' 

7. “ I fhall do diligence, whcrefocver I hear that there arc 

any murderers, traitors, or mafterful robbers^ who opprefs the 
king’s lieges, aiid poor people, to bring them to the law at my 
powen . ^ - 

8. “ 1 fhall msuntain and Uphold the itoble ftate of chi¬ 
valry, with horfe, armour, and other knighdy habiliments ; 
and fhall help and fliccout thofe of the fame order, at fny 
power, if th^ have need. 

9. “ I fltall enquire and fe|j|i to have the knowledge and 
underftanding of all the articles, and points, contained in the 
books of chivalry. 

“ All thefe premifes to obferve, keep, and fulfill, I oblige 
me; fo help me God by my own hand, and by God himfclf 

The 

’ From a book intituled " Cerfoin nmtttni compofed togethdr,” Edin. 1594, 

4to, being a kind Scotilh court calendar. The oath occurs lign. F. 2, v. 

1 i i a whence 
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1437— The Scotifti knights continued to vyc with any in Europe.. 

1488 The celebrated tourney of 1449 has already been briefly men- 
tinned in the hiftorical narrative, but a minute account of that 
noted conteft Ihall here be tranflated, as literally as poflible, 
from the Memoirs of- Olivier de la Marche, a contemporary 
Burgundian writer; as a pidture of manners, delineated in 
plain and limple colours ®. 

“ When Meffire Jaques de Lalain law that there was no 
further occafion for him there, he returned, and found the 
good duke of Burgundy in his city of Lille, who received liim 
favourably: but he fooh took leave of the duke, and fet out 
for Scotland, l ie was accompanied by Meflire Simon de La- 
lain, his uncle, ahd Herve de Meriadet, and many other 
worthy men; anilb far as I underftand Meflire James Dousr- 
las, brother of the earl of Douglas, and the faid Meflire Jaques 
de Lalain, had Formerly wiflied to meet in arms, and had 
fought each other for that prirpole. At the inllance of the faid 
Meflire James Douglas battle was permitted by the king, be¬ 
tween him and M. Jaques de Lalain: but the affair grew and 
multiplied fo that a conflict to ouirance was concluded on, of 
three noble Scotilhmen, againfl: M. Simon and M. Jaques de 
Lalain, and Her\'e de Meriadet, all to fight at once before 
the king of Scotland. And when the day of the conflift came, 
the king moft honourably received them in the lifts: and 
though 1 was not mylelf a Ipe^ator, yet I muft recount, the 

whence it is copied in Seldcn’s Titles of Honour, and Dnimmoad’s works. 
I'herc are however modern interpolations, here omitted, as art. i, “ and 
Chriftes holy c\angel, prefently prcachotl in this realm,” an addition by the 
reformers: art. 4, “ the king’s 

‘ Liv. I. c. 17 ; p. *71—274, edit. Gand 1566, 410. Meriadet was a fquire 
of Bretagne, ib. p. 265. Jaques de Lalain was at length killed fay a cannon- 
Ihot in 1453, P* 394 ' church and manfion of . Lalain were in Hainault, a 
noted country of W'arriors. 


ceremonies, 
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ceremonies, for example to future times. For three memo- 1437— 
ruble things occur, bdides the battle, which was moft fiercely *488 
difputed on both fides.” v—y—* 

“ The firft was, that when the tliree belonging to the court 
of Burgundy were all armed, and each his coat of arms on his 
back, ready to enter into battle, M. Jaques de.Lalain fpokc to 
M. Simon bis uncle, and to Meriadet, and laid, “ Mclficurs 
and my brothers in the conflid, you know that it is my enter- 
prize which has led us into this kingdom, and that in confe- 
quence the battle has been granted toM. James Douglas ; a,nd 
although each of us may aflift his comrade, I beg and requeR 
you that, whatever befall me thif day, nonq of you attempt 
to fuccour me, for it would feem that you had puffed the fea, 
and entered into this conflict only to aflill me; and that you 
did not hold or know me a man^ble to fuftain the allault and 
combat of one knight, and hcRce lefs account will be held of 
me and my knighthood.V 

After this requeft fallied from the pavilions the champi¬ 
ons in armour, furnilhed with axe?, lances, .fwords, daggers; 
and they had leave, either to throw or pulh their lances as they 
chofe.!’ , ' 

“ The two Meflires James Douglas and Jaques dc Lalain 
w ere in the nviddle, tq encounter each other, which they did. 

On the right was M. Simon ,de Lalain, who was to engage a 
Scotifli fquire, and Meriadet was to meet a knight of high 
power and fame; but they Ibund themlelves tranfvcrfe, lb 
that the knight was oppofite to M. Simon: and then Meriadet, 

(who defired to affail him who was appointed, without regard 
to, the ftrength or fame of hjs antagonift,) puffed acrofs, to 
place himlelf before M. Simon, and meet his man. But the 
good knight coldly and firmly turned towards Meriadet, and 
laid, “ Brother let each keep himfclf to his opponent; and 1 

lhall 
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1437— fliall do well if it pleafc God*”.. So Meriadct refumed his lank 
1488 before his antagqnifti and this is the fecond thmg which I 
' delGred to commemorate.” 

The champions began to advance each againft die other ; 
and becaufc that the three on die part of Burgundy doubted 
leaft the place, might be too couiined, for fo many lances, 
they all three threw their lances behind them, (the third caufe 
of my recital j) ^d feized their axes, and ruflied on the Scots, 
who came witliih pufli of lance, but that availed them nothing. 
Though all fought at once, I lhall rehearfe the adventures one 
after the other,” 

“ The two MelErcs James,: Douglas and de Lalain, met 
each other, and approached ib ni^, that of all their weapons 
there remained none fitve a dagger, which the Scotilh knight 
held. The laid M. Jaques de Lalain feized him by the arm, near 
his hand which held the dagger^ fo clofely, that the Scot could 
not avail himfelf of ir j and he held the other arm below the 
arm-pit lb that they turned each other round the lifts for a 
longtime.” 

** M. Simon de L^ain and-the Scotilh knight were ftrong 
champions, and neither of them Ikillcd in warding blows of 
the axe: like two valiant knights; they attacked each other fo 
often, that In a.ihort time they had cruihed the vifors of their 
bafuiets, and their weapons and armour, with mutuhl blows} 
and the %ht feemed equal.” 

On the other fide was Herve de Meriadet, whom the 
Scotilhman attacked with the pufh of lance; but Meriadet 
turned off the blow with the but end of his axe, that the 
lance fell from the Scot’s hands: and Meriadet purlued him 
fb keenly that, before the Scot could undo his axe, he came 
within his guard, and with one blow felled him to the earth. 
Meriadet then left the Scot to arife, who was quick, light, 

and 
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and of great fpirit, and arofe Ijjeedily, and ran to Meriadct for 1437— 
the iecond time.> Meriadet, (who was one of the moft re- *488 
doubted fquires of his time for Rrength, lightnefs, cooli\cfs 
and (kill in arms and in wreftling,) received the afliiult with 
great compofure, then returned it, and again ftruck him to 
the ground with his axe; when the Scot again attempted to 
rife, but Meriadet Rruck him on the back with his hand and 
knee, and made him fell flat on the fend. And notwithftand- 
ing the requeft which Meflire Jaques de Lalain had made, the 
faid Meriadet, feeing the ftruggle of two knights, advanced 
to aflift tlie faid Jaques; but the king of Scots threw down his 
baton, and they were parted. Now though it be againfl; my 
plan, and though I write of this conibat without having feen 
it, I neverthelefs report it truly, by the report of the Scots and 
of our party.” ,. 

Such is this curious contemporary relaiion. Other valuable* 
materials concerning the manners of this period, may be found 
in the annals of De Coucy, another Burgundian coeval hifto- 
rian, who probably attended Mary of Gelder to Scotland in 
1449, as before mentioned. On her landing, the clergy, 
citizens, and people of Leithj were ready to receive her; and 
(he thence proceeded on horleback, behind the lord of Vere, 
to Edinburgh, where about ten thoufend people advanced to 
meet her. ♦ A bifliop, and the chancellor, cbndufled her to 
the monaftery of the Jacobins, or Gray Friars.. After the 
king’s firft vifit on thurfilay, the countefles of Orkney, and 
March, and another, attended on her by the royal command. 

When Ihe had fufficicntly rcfrelhed herfelf from the fatigues of 
the voyage, James, on the following wednefday, lent to ap¬ 
point the next day for the wedding;-, and pre^nted her w'ith 
two hackneys worth about thirty French crowns. On thurf- 
day, the wedding-day, the king came on horfeback, and was 

drefled 
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14^7—ilrefTcd In a grey robe lined with white cloth, boots and fporsv 
1488 'J'hc queen was clothed with a fobe of violet colour, lined 
'-'"''^with ermine; in a ftrange fafhion, fays Dc Coucy, if com¬ 
pared with thofe of France ; and her long hair hanging down. 
The coronation of the queen immediately followed the mar¬ 
riage I'rom fome of the preceding circumfiances it would 
rather appear that James II was auflere in manners, and ex- 
pcncc; and reverfed his father’s magnificence, which was un¬ 
popular in a penurious country, and was imputed to an Englifh 
education. 

At the fellival, which followed the ft)lemnity, the firll difin 
was the figure of a boar’s head painted, and fluck full of hards^ 
or coarfe bits of flax, which was ferved up in an enornaJus 
platter, furrounded with thirty two banners, bearing the arms 
of the king and chief nobles. The flax was then kindled, 
amid the joy and acclamations of the numerous and brilliant 
aflembly in the hall. A fhip of filver, exquilitely wrought,- was 
then introduced, probably containing fait and fpices in diftintl 
compartments. The earl of Orkney then entered, accom¬ 
panied by four knights, preceding the firft ferv'icc: and every 
fcrvice was brought by about thirty or forty, perfbns all bearing 
difhes. At the fccond table the countefs of Orkney, and 
other ladies, fat with the lord of Vere. At a third was a fia- 
triarch^ lays De Coucy, perhaps a papal legate, or foreign, vi- 
fitant, or fome Scotifhman enjoying a titular dignity 5,'thr^-c 
bifliops, an abbot, and other churchmen; the five dignitaries 
drinking out of a large hanaji, or bowl of wood, without fpil- 
ling any : the wine, aud other liquors, being as abundant as- 
,fea-\vatcr. The dinner continued about fiv'e hours, there 

■ Hift. par Dc Coucy in the edition of Jean Charticr, Paris 1661, folio, 
P- 5 " 4 — 57 ^- 

being 
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being neither dancing nor fuppcr. On the following days 14^7— 
there was excellent cheer in their way, proceeds this aiitlior, *4^8 
which was very Hide and ftrange, when compared with that'"*"''*^ 
of France. In five or fix days Vere fet out on his return ; 
and the king made fonte prelents. The queen weeped at their 
departure, though Ifabel de Lalain, and two or tltree other 
women, and as many rnen of her country, were left to I'crve 
her *. 

In the reign of James III, the author of the old poem bcfi)rc 
quoted reprefents his three priefts as enjoying their collation at 
Peebles, confifting of three roafted capons with fauce, and 
many other meats; and imputes to their defire of privacy that 
they had only a boy to ferve them. A roundel or round table, 
covered with a fair cloth, Rands before them; and neither 
bre^ nor liquor are wanting. Taverns, and dice, are repro¬ 
bated; and a merchant’s cupboard of plate is eftimated at three 
thoufand Scotilh pounds, or about feven thoufaud five hundred 
of modefn fterling currency 

The advances of luxury among the ariftocracy, and clergy, 
may alfo be eRimated by that of concomitant crimes. The 
twoRatutesof I 45 °» againR domeRic and foreign importers 
of poifons, Ihew that profligacy had made more rapid Rrides 
than civilization. Another fort of poifon, bad wine, was in- 
terdided by a j^tute of 1482, declaring the penalty of death 
to any importer, feller, or compofer of corrupted or mixed 
liquor'. 

* P. 3^11, 10- Bcfides plate, maxxr cups arc mentioned by the ScotiiTi 
poets. This lubftance, correfponding with the French madre, appears to be 
china, or earthen ware, painted like the old vafes ridiculoully aferibed to 
Raphael. 

* 1450, c. 30, 31. 1482, c. 89. 
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1427— Game and hunting were luxuries of the great. In 1458 it 
148S is ordered that none deftroy the nefts or eggs, or fowls them- 
felves when moulting; nor kill hares or rabbits in the feafon 
of fnow, on pain of indi 61 ment. A penalty of ten pounds is 
in 1474, impofed on ftealers of hounds or hawks, trained or 
untrained; or even taking eggs, or young hawks, out of nefts 
in another perfon’s property; that for robbing the nefts of 
partridges or wild ducks is forty ihillings. The flaughter of 
does, roes, or deer, in time of fnow, or their young under a 
year’s growth, is puniftied by indiflment, and a fine of ten 
pounds: and the ftealing of deer or roes from inclofures or 
parks, rabbits, pigeons, or fiftt in ponds or ditches, is made 
liable to the fiime puniftiment as any other a£l of theft 

To diverfify the prolixity of a life of idlenefs, and relieve 
the formalities of ceremony, were objeds attempted by the 
maintenance of a regular fool, who however had generally 
fenfe enough to relpefl his mafter. He was diftinguifhed by 
his party coloured coat, his cap with large ears and bells, and 
his club or bauble, ornamented with grotefque allufions to his 
profeffion. The minftrels and chorifters were muficians, fo 
termed bccaufe in the middle ages church mufic was the only 
branch of the art which was regularly cultivated. But Lind- 
lay mentions that a part of the chorifters of the chapel-royal at 
Stirling always attended James III, ** to make him merry ^ 
and it appears that the ecclefiaftic muficians did not difdain 
ftrains of recreation. In Holland’s poem the minftrels are 
folely occupied in finging Iwmns, accompanied with numerous 
mufical inftruments*. The poets, compofers of fongs and 
romances, were generally of the clerical order: the term of 

• 1458, c. 84. 1474, c. 60, 61. * P. 136. 

* Scotifh Poems, 1792, III, 177. 

minftrcl 



RETROSPECT. 


minftrel was afterwards applied to any mufician, but the only 1437— 
ftrolling poets were the Irifli or highland bards, whofe rude * 4 ^^ 
manners are depicted by Holland, and who are clafled in the 
ftatutes with common vagabonds: while James 111 fo highly 
favoured minftrels, or muhcians, that he permitted them to 
equal knights or heralds in their apparel. Holland’s Irifh 
bard lings a wild fong, and fabulous genealogy, in his native 
language: and afterwards fights with two fools, his proper 
equals and companions ^ 

I'he charader of Rimer, or poet, was as fuperior to that 
of minftrel, as the /arg-Zer was beneath it. In Holland’s curi¬ 
ous produdion the juglour merely exhibits feats of manual 
magic; a view of hunting is followed by a fca-fight: the 
king’s cup is fuddenly changed; a grey goofe becomes a gold 
garland, fand becomes filver; and the like experiments of 
common adepts 

Yet the belief in real magic, and witchcraft, was now pre¬ 
valent both in England and Scotland. The duchefs of Glo- 
cefter had been imprifbned as a witch ’’: and about thirty years 
after we find many witches and magicians condemned to the 
flames in Scotland, for confpiring with Mar againft the king’s 
life. This new folly was to vegetate, and flourifti, for near 
three centuries. 

The manners of the great tnay be further illuftrated from 
the Tales of the Priefts of Peebles. One queftion is, why the 
peers have fo much degenerated from their anceftors in vir¬ 
tue, wifdom, and valour ? The anfwer is, that the royal offi¬ 
cers of juftice diminifh the privileges of the lords, by indiding 

^ Ibid. 180, i8(. 

* Ib. 179. The vague appellations, and corrupt latinity, of the middle ages 
confound remote charaders, as the minftrel and jugicr, &c. 

^ In 1442 ; and fee many writs in Rymcr DeJurtikgiscapmdh. 
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1437—and fining their tenants for pretended crimes; lb that the latter 
1488 are reduced to poverty, and unable to arm themlelves properly 
'■*~'^ “*to attend theic mailers in war, or to pay their rents in peace. 
The peers in conlequence become poor themlelves, and en¬ 
deavour to replenilh their coffers by unworthy marriages with 
the opulent ballard-daughters of priells, or heireiles of mer¬ 
chants ; or by lelling the right of marriage of their Ions to rich 
commoners'. But this latire rather refers to the artful avarice 
of James ^ 111 ; and feems to evince that a great caufe of the 
conlpiracy of the peers was their impoverilhment, occafioned 
by his cxadions on pretence of the adminiftration of juftice » 
which, as appears from the Ibtutes themfelves, was never in 
a worfe Ibte than under his reign. 

The Drefs of this period may bell be illuftrated from feveral 
llatutes on the fubjefl. The following is of Auguft 1455 

** Concerning the habits of the Earls, Lords of Parliament, 
Commillioners of Bui^hs, and Advocates, to be ufed in the 
parliament or general council, it is ordained, 

“ That all Earls lhall ufc mantles of brown granit (or fine 
cloth,) open before, lined with white furr, and trimmed in 
front with the lame furring, of a hand’s breadth and down to 
the belt; with little hoods of the lame cloth, pendent on the 
Ihoulders. 

“ And the other Lords of Parliament fliall have a mantle of 
red, open in like manner before, lined with lilk, or furred with 
criftie gray^ griece^ or purray, (Ibme furs inferior to the er¬ 
mine worn by earls;) with a hood of the lame cloth, furred 
as the lining. 

“ And all Conuniffioners of Burghs each to have a pair of 
clokes (a cloke) of blue cloth, furred to the feet, open on the 

* Ut fupn, p. 12, 13. * Cap. 47. 

right 
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right fliouUer; the fhr of proportional value; and a hood of 
the fame. 

“ Whatever Earl, Lord of Parliament, or Commiffioncr’ 
of the Burghs, (hall enter the parliament or general council, 
except dreffed as above, fliall inftantly depofit a fine of ten 
pounds to the king. 

“ In every burgh, where a parliament or general council is 
to be held, there Ihall be erefted at the bar three tiers of 
benches, each higher than the other, for the commiflioners of 
the burghs to fit. upon; under the penalty of ten pounds to be 
railed on the town where the parliament or general council 
fhallbeheld. 

“ All men hired as fore-fpeakers (<m* advocates) fliaU wear 
green habits, in the form of a Ihort tunic, {tunikil) the fleeves 
to be open like thofe of a tabard. Any advocate otherwife 
appearing before the parliament or general council, and Ipeak- - 
ing for a reward, Ihall forfiat five pounds to the king/* 

The curiofity of this ftatute may excuife a few remarks. 
The brown granit, worn by the earls, was perhaps a tawny 
fine cloth, a colour falhiouable in this centdry, tiU it was fup- 
planted by a brighter tint fear let \ a termcorre^ondingtogrtf- 
niu and applied by metonymy to the finenefs of theoloth or to 
its colour. The common people, as has been already men¬ 
tioned, were allowed to wear on holidays light blue, green, or 
red; tartan being as yet littie known or confined to the great: 
but the fineft cloths appear to have been generally dyed tawny 
or fcarlet; while purple and crimfon were tints almoft con¬ 
fined to velvets, and filks, and appropriated to princes. May 
it not be inferred, from the {articular order for feats to the 
commiflioners of the burghs, cither within or without the bar, 
for the expreflion is dubious, that they were fometimes obliged 
to ftand in the prefcnee of the haughty clergy and ariftocracy ? 

In 
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In 1458 this a£I was confirmed; with the addition that the 
1488 king fhould order patterns of all the drefles to be madeThe 
funiptuary law of the fame year has already been ftated in the 
firft fe6tion of this retrofpeft: it permits the dignified or rich 
clergy to wear gowns of fcarlet with coftly furs. 

James III in 1471 ordered that, confidering the great penury 
of the realm, and the expence of importing filk, none ihould 
wear it in doublets, gowns, or clokes, whofe revenue was 
under one hundred pounds Scotifli money in landed rent, ex¬ 
cepting knights, minftrels, and heralds: and that women, 
whofe hufibands came not within the above defcriptions, (hould 
not ufe filk in linings, but only in making the collar and 
fleeves*. The drefe of this prince, and his queen, has been 
already defcribed. 

The gowns and mantles were fometimes indecently fhort 
at this period, as appears from a penalty impofed by an Englifli 
ftatute of the Iwenty-fecond year of Edward I V. The doublet 
and hole were long to remain in the fame form: but (hoes, 
more than fix inches broad at the toes, began to fiicceed the 
other extreme of long peaks. • Louis XI of France, 1461— 
1483, appears in thofe broad (hoes 

On the 24th of June 1470 occurs a charter of the lands 
of Kilmarnoc, and others, forfeited by lord Boyd, to Margaret 
of Denmark, tlie queen, durmg her life, “ for her robes, and 
to fiipply her with the ornaments of her head-dre(s Other 
minute particulars may be traced in the trealurer’s accompt 
for 1474, reprinted in the appendix. James Home! the king’s 
taylor, and a favourite afterwards executed at Lauder bridge, 
has four elns of French black to make a long gown for the 

* Cap. 68. ® Cap. 46. 

* See Camden’s Remains, art. Apparel: and Momfaucon Mon. de la mon. Tr. 

* Scotft. Cal. 
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king, which is lined with fuftian. Hole of white cloth; 1437— 
fliirts of fineholland; chamlet gowns, lined with lamb-lkin; *488 
fbcks of white cloth; doublets and hole, lined with broad- 
cloth; a pair of fpurs valued at four Ihillings; two el ns of 
velvet to make two tippets, and furs to line them; a long 
mantle of velvet; a bonnet at fifteen fhillings; and two 
hats at ten fhillings each; a fatin jacket lined with lamb- 
Ikin; grey cloth for long Jocks ; black fatin to cover a prayer- 
book ; velvet for a chefabel to his clofet, and for his brigin~ 
tynh ; knobs of gold for his iaddle; a chymna or grate for his 
clofet; ribbons for his doublet and fleeves; pillows covered 
with broad-cloth; drugs from Flanders; an eln of fcarlet for 
his petticoat; a gown of cloth of gold, lined with fatin, pre- 
fented to an Englifh herald who attended the embaffy; gloves, 
muchis or caps; are among the articles provided for the king. 

For the queen are pattens and corks; livery gowns lined 
with grey for fix ladies of her chamber on a pilgrimage to 
Whithern; fatin for her turrats ; black cloth for a Jl'tding 
gown; velvet for another gown; leathern gloves; a cloke 
and ca/iite bern of black, lined with Scotifh, cloth; eight elns 
of broad cloth to cover a bathing vat, and three for a Iheet to 
put around her while bathing; hole, of black cloth; feven elns 
of crimfon fatin for a kirtle, and to cover bonnets of iire\ 
a grate for her clofet; band-leather, for furring her gloves;, 
five elns of crijly gray^ at thirty fhillings the eln, to line a 
gown of black damalk; blue velvet to cover her ftirrup-irons; 
half an eln of double tartan to line her riding collars; fatin 
for tippets and collars; feven pounds for more than a year’s 
fhoes ; fatin for flomachei-s, and ermine to line them; twenty- 
fix bejles of grece to line a tippet; ten pounds thirteen fhillings 
and four pence “ for a mafs-book to her altar, at her command, 
by captain John Cat,” who probably brought it from Flanders. 

The 
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1437— The chief articles for the prince, then a babe of two years, 
1488 are fhirts and caps of hoUand cloth; coats of brown lined with 
^ ^ white cloth, and /bme of the latter for his cradle; fine broad 
cloth for his flieets, or rather blankets; white hofe and petti¬ 
coats, and lawn caps; French brown cloth, and tartan with 
buckram binding for his cradle; Englifh ruffet for a gown to 
his nurfe; white fuftian for blankets, and broad cloth for 
Iheets; a coat of i&tin, and a gown of cloth of gold, lined 
with blue tartan. 

Thefe minute particulars will be excufed, as they contribute 
more to illuftrate the ftate of manners, and drefs, than the 
moll elaborate dilquifidon. 
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N® I. Letter from the Earl of Douglas and Mar to Richard 11 . 
probably in 1377. Cotton Library, Vdp. F. VII, f. 34. 

T RES noble et peuflant prince, Jeo monltre par voi de compleintc 
a vous, Seigneitr, et a votre bonne Confaife, par ceftes mes let- 
tres, comment que John Mercer mon homme ore ad eftcc par grant 
temps tribuleez, et annoieez torccnoulcmcnt, deinz votre roialme, cen¬ 
tre la vertue de noz grantz trews, comunement ftuUiez et accordez 
perentre les roialms: park ou ile rienz ne mefptiftes, mes que ile cs fes 
loials marchandifes retournant en fa payfe, par force de mccr et tem- 
pefte feut dejettuz au terre, et arreftez par vos fubgitz; et uncore par le 
Conte de Northumbreland detenuz en prifon. Au quoi, tres noble 
prince, vous pleas avoir regarde et confioeration} et par voz lettres au 
dit Conte faire commMider expreffement, que Ic dit John mon homme 
foit dclivrez franchement, fanz lui plus trav^er et ryot faire. Kar 
au profeheine joer de marche, fi cco. vous pourra pleer, ile lent prefent, 
pour y demonftrer devant voz deputeez, que ile ny ad rien trefpaflce 
ne mefprife en celle part, fi Dieu pleaft, Oultre ceo, tres noble 
prince, touchantz meiftre Thomas Mercer, mon clerk, pour qui jeo 
eferiva au votre noblefle devant celle temps, et monftre... lement a 
vous. Seigneur, et a votre dit conf^le, les damages, cottages, et per- 
des, qile ad futtenue et fait durant fa arrette forpris; fez tribuktions, 
annoys, et tortz, qui amontent au deux centz marcs de tterl. et oultre; 
des queux vous pleafc luy faire avoir redrefle et reftorance en due ma- 
niere; ou aultrement celuy, ou ceux, qui luy arretteuit, commander 
pour comparer perfonalement au dite joer de marched pour le charge 
foubtzaler devant voz deputeez fufilitz, ou le dit mon clerk fcra preft 
pour refpondre et receiver fcmblable manierc, felont les ufages des joers 
des marches, par voi de refon, fi Dieu pleaft. Tres noble prmce, 
ceo qui vous pleira de commander, pour eftre. fait cellendroit, me 
deignetz lefTcr favoir par vos lettres, oc le. portour du ceftes. Que 
luy toutc peiiffant Dieu, par fa treflantifme grace, votre noblefce veullc 
demefner au vie perdurable. Efc. le xvime joer de Novembre *. 

Le Conte de Dougks et de Marre. 

{Dtre^ed, Au trefhoblc et peuftant prince le roy d’Englcterre.) 

* 7 Rich. II, a aote of Sir Robert Cotton. 
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N* II. ExtraSIs from the Chamherlaitts Roll, anno 1377. 

Regifler Office, Edinburgh. 

Note. Part of it is confiderably decayed. 

COMPOTUM Johannis Lyoune Domini dc Gkmys, Cam. Scocie, 
reddit. apud Dxm^» itvui die Marci, Anno Dni millmo, ccc, 
Septuag. Sejg^imo, de omiubus receptis fuis, et ej^nfis, pro officio 
Cam, ui Cama Regis, a tempore introitus fui in ditto Officio, viz. a 
vicefimo die Ottobris, Anno Dni MilUmo ccc“* Ixx®' vu“" idque in 
diem hujus Con^ti. 

Idem onerat fc in primis de xiu fi. vi f. viii d. rcc. a vie. de Kyn- 
cardync. 

Summa patet. 

Item, Idem onerat le de iii f viii d. rec. a Ball, de Edynburgh. 
£t de ,xlvi f. uU d. rec. a Ball, de Ru^en. £t de viii li. xv f. x d. 
recepds a Ball, de Innerkethpe. Et dc iii li. v f. vi d. receptis a 
Ball, de Dunbret. Et de xxii f. viii d. rec. a Ball, de Monros. Et 
dc viii Kb. xv f. "w d. ob. recepds a BaU. dc Abden. Et de xiiii li. ii 
f. vni d. receptis a Ball, de ^eniTfs. Et de xx U. recept. a Ball, de 
Haddyngton. £c de iu K. uii f. vui d. recepds per BaU. de Forfar. 

Summa higm Recept. Ixi K. xvi f. x d. ob.. 

Item, Idem onerat fe de cc li. recept per Cuftumar. de Lythco. 
Et de xiia K. xix f. ii d. ob. recepds per coidem Cidhimar. Et de cc L 
K. rec. per Cuftumw. de Edynburgh. Et de clxvuLIi. xui f. iiii d. re- 
cept. per Andream Bet, depotorem dkfte Cuftume. Et de ccxxiii 
li. xvi C rec. per Cuftumar. de Hadyngton. Et de clxxi li. xvii f. xi d 
receptis per Cuftumar. de North Berwyk. Et dc xxxvi K. xiii f. ix 
d. recept. per Cuftumar. de Dunbar. Et dc xvii K. vi f, viii d. 

e :r Alexrum de C<^bw, depoit.^ de Hadyngton et de Dunbar. 

t dc iiu K. ui £ iiu d. recept. per Cuftumar. de Stryvelyne. Et 
de c. iiu xx, K. ui t ob.. recept. Mr Cuftumar. de Monros. Et de 
xxviu Ii. xi l. vi d. ob. rec. per Cunumar. Sanfti Andrec. Et de xiii 
li. X f. u d. 6b. receptis per Cuftumar. de Dunde. Et de Ixvii K. vi 
f. vi'ii d. receptis per Fatricium de innerpefyr, dep 5 it. dittc Cuftume 
dc Dunde. Et dc ccc xxxix U. x f.. vi d. ob. recept. per Cuftumar. de 
Abden. Et dc cc bd K. iii f. viid. Kcept. per WUlm dc Leth, De- 

poitor. 



poitor. de Abden, Et de Ivu li. viii d. reccptis per Cuftumar. dc 
Innemyrs. .' 

. Summa l^ignjs Rccepti M* M* xxxvii li. ii f. v d. ob. 

Item, idem onerat fe de m ii. viCviH d rece]^ per David de Fou- 
lertoun a una Efchaet. 

Summapatet. 


Etii li. Wc per exitus Curie Ctmnpot Itihera 

Cam. poft deceiibm Dm Walteri de Byggar nuper Cam. prout in 
Septem Burg, que nimer tenuit Computaos, de i^uibos imppcuit le> 
vare exitus ante diem hujus Compmi, peppter temports breviottem. 

Summa totalis hujus Onerationis M. M. C mtr li. xii f. viti d. 


Expenl. ejuidem; In prijnis Cdnpt^ in libetac,,/aft. Dno. nro. 
Regi, ad, proprios ufu?;fubs. jiji Ikerarurn,' fub 

Signeto Anuii, iii c J^ii Ij; wr;, f.'i^df E^t,^ .jaberac &£t. JDne 
Refine, in parte Selu<?6nis:f^n5te^fibi alHg^ per tria 

pecia literaruih ibjRiis Bne'lie^i^d^r^tii «jufilcm 
turn, c 1 li. XV C fi d Ei^^Cop^tT. Johi. de Dif- 

penfis, Cleric© Bberac. Dpmw|)mpQl^ I^m 1 i,:;^^ ejufden* 

Domus, ut patelper qiiSri&am pfOafite derici, dferecept. 

ejufdem fuper Compotjud ckrici 

hberac. ejufdem, fupef Comjpbtwn, c.'^ iii £ x d. ob. de quibua 
refponderunt. Et eidem Johi de clpncp liberacionis ad exiwnf. 

ejufdem Domus, ut patei;per tria pfcia* KteSiairum ;ipSm ;Ci»ia, de 
rccept. ejufd. fuper Compotum, ix B. a £ w d. de qdibus re^nde- 
bit. Et dno Alano de Largys^ tunc Clerito liberac. Domus Dnh noftri 
Regis, ad e^enf. ejufdem Domus, ut patet per quinque pecia Irum 
ipfius Clerici de recept. ejufd. fuper Compotum, xv ji. be if de quibus 
rendit. Et in liberac. faAis Dho David Bell, Clerico Gatdroo, pro 
diveriis receptis in di£tam Gardrob, ut- patet per tria pecia literarum 
ipfius Dni David de recepds ejufdem fuper Compotum, liin f. x d. 
luper quibus rendebit. Et in liberat. fiiftis Dno no^ Regi, ad pro- 
prioe ufus fuosi ut patet per uniith iiteran 1^ $igneto fuo, xii li. 

Sumit» hujus expepf, ."vi c Uii li. vi f. i d. ob. 


* Sap., t^ui. 
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Itttn, Idem Computat in Soluc. fad. Mro Rich cementario, in parte 
folucionis fibi faciend. pro fadura tumbe Dni noftri Regis qui nunc eft, 
xiii li, vi f, viii d. Et Johi de Roos, ad Conftruccionem * tris 
de Clony, xxxviii li. xiii f. iiii d. de tmibus relpondebit. Et Dno 
Comiti de Fyf, pcrcipienti per annum, ad Cuftodiam et fuftentacionem 
Caftri de Strivelyne, in partem Solucionis didc fumme de anno hujus 
Compoti, ipfo Comitc fatente rcc. fuper Compotum, Ixvi li. xiii f. 
iiii d. Et Duo Roberto de Danyelftoun militi, pcrcipienti per annum 
per litcras Regis ejus fuper Compotum pro tempore vitc Odoginta li. 
pro Cuftodia Caftri de Dunbret; de tempore hujus Compoti, ipfo fa¬ 
tente recept. fuper Compotum, xxvi li. xiii f. iiii d. vidz. in partem 
folucionis didc lumme. Et Willmo de Fentoun pro uno termino xx 
li. Et Dno Jacobo de Douglas, filio Dni Comitis de Douglas, in 
partem folucionis fumme fibi debit. Iiii li. vi f. viii d. Et Mro Ja¬ 
cobo Monctario, de dono Regis, iiii li. vi f. Et Dno Patricio de 
Grahame,‘Dno Symoni de Ketnys, et Johi Marc, Nunciis miflls in 
Angliam, c li. Et Dno Abbati de Abbroth, pro Comite Moravie, 
cui Rex tenebator in- una fumma pccunie xii li. Et Dno Jacobo de 
Lyndcfay pcrcipienti per annum, pro tempore vite liie, viginti li. pro 
feodo Vicecom. de Lanark, de tempore hujus Compoti xx li. Et Pa¬ 
tricio de Innyrpcfyr, Depotario apud Dundc, pro fuo fcrvicio, vi li. 
xiii f. iiii d. Et eidem pro fuperexpens: fuis Compoti fui redditi dc 
dido DepoitOi xiii li. xviii f. viii d. 

Summa hujus Expenf. iii c. Ixxv li. xi f. iiii d. 

Item, Idem Compotat in Solucione fa da Magro Johi de Pcblys, 
Archidiac. Sti Andrce, pro penfibne fibi affignat: namque fufcepjt 
Officium Cane: de anno vz Ixx”" fexto, xiii li. vi f. viii d. et Johi 
Kollok pcrcipienti per aimum ex infeodacione Regis hereditar. ut patet 
in Rotulis Compotorum preceden. de anno hujus Compot. x li. Et 
Johi Gray, clenco Rotulorum et Regiftri Regis, pcrcipienti per an¬ 
num Viginti libr. pro predido officio, pro tempore vite, de Anno 
hujus Compoti xx li. Et Dno Alano dc Largis, clerico probacionis 
domus Re^s, pro feodo fuo, de Anno hujus Compoti xl li. Et 
dompno David Bell, Clerico Gardrob. pro feodo fuo de Anno hujus 
Compoti, et de Anno precedent, dc quo non percepit feodum, xx li. 
Et Johi dc Difpenf. clerico libcionis pro feodo fuo xx li. Et in 
Expenf. Auditorum Compotorum, et in vadiis Gar^onum et equo- 
rum, pro temporibus Scaccarii, c xxxiii li. vi f. viii d. Inf. Compo¬ 
torum, vadiis gar^onum et equor. Clerici Rotulorum et Regiftri. Et 
in expenfis Dni Jacobi de Lyndcfay unius Auditorum Compot. infra 
predidam fummam non Comput. xxvi li. xiii f. iiii d. Et in Cu- 


* Turrii. 
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rialitate fervientium v li. Et clcrico Rotulonim ct Regiftri pro Roba 
fua xl. f. Et hoftiario pro Roba fua xl. 1 '. Et Clcricis fcribeiiti- 
bus V li, Et in fcodo fimplici ferviencium in domo Regis, xvi li. xvi 
f. iiii d. Et Adc Page v li. Et pro Scaccario ct Coraputorio ejuf- 
dcm xxi f. viii d. Et pro rcparacione domus in qua tentum fuit Scac- 
cariuni, xvi f. vi d. Et Criftino de Gardroba pro fuo lervirio, liii 
f. iiii d. Et fiflbri et Pellipario, paramcntoribus Regis Apiul Edyii- 
burgh, iii li. xviii f. Et frutribus Minoribus dc Dunde dc gratia ad 
prclens xl f. Et Mro Simoni dc Ketnyii, pro penfione libi Aflignat. 
de uno termino hujus Compt. v li. Et Domino David Bell Ckrico 
Gardrob, pro aliqiiibus receptis in Gardrob. et expenditis, ut patet 
per imam literam fuam, de receptis Oftens. fuper Compotum, Ivii f. 
Et Thome Acarfane, Miniftrallo Regis, percipienti per Annum, pro 
tempore vite fue, pro fuo lervicio, decern libr. ut patet per literas 
Regis direftas Gamer, de precepto, et iplius Thome de rccept. oftens. 
fuper Compotum de uno termino hujus Comp, v li. Et Carpentariis 
et Cementariis Caftri de Strevyllyne, pro fcodis fuis de uno termino 
hujus Comp, xi li. xiii f. iiii d. Et pro pargameno x f. Et Waltero 
de Tulach, Confiderato laborc fuo ad prefens, de gratia Auditorum 
iii li. vi f. viii d. Et in Solucione fa 61 a pro lampadis emptis, et rc¬ 
cept. per Dominum David Bell, ad cxpcnf. Domini Comitis de Car- 
ryk, nuper fad. apud Melros, xxxi f. Et in quibufdam minutis 
expenfis examinat. Super Compot. xxvi f. Et Johi Lyoune Camer. 
Scocie conftituto pro tempore vite Sue, Capienti per Annum ducentas 
libras Sterlingorum, ut patet per litteras fub Magno Sigillo Regis, 
ons fuper Compotum pro dido officio, licet in ipfo non miniftravit pro 
Anno, tamen de Voluntate et Conceffione Regis, per unam literam 
fignatam anulo fuo, ohs ftiper Compt. de tempore hujus Com. cc li. 

Summa hujus Vc, lx li. iii f. vi d. Summa tot expenf. M. Vc. iiii 
XX viii li. xix f. xi d. ob. Et fic debet Vc. xxxvi li. xii f. viii d. ob. 
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N" III. Annahclla queen nf ScofUa^i^ Richard 11 . z%tk May 
1594. Vefp. F. VII, f. 38, n. 2. 

A TREShaut ettres puiffant prince, Richard par la grace dc Dieu 
Roy d’Engkterre, notre trefeher coufin, A. par ycelle mcfmc grace 
Royiie d’Kfcoce, ialut, et enticr dileftion. Trefeher Coufin, dcs bon¬ 
nes nouvclles dc votre fainte, et profperitee dc corps, ficomme nous 
avons entendu par vos aimables lettres, et la rclacion dc votre efeuier 
jehan Dorwell, nous fommes treflecs, et en avons grant comfort. Si 
prions a Dieu qu’il la face toufdiz continuer, felon cc que myelx voi- 
uriez. Et pour ce que nous tenons, qu’il vous fera plaifir tout mef- 
lucs oyr dc nous, vueillez favoir qu’au faifance de cedes, nous eftions 
cn bonne fainttie, la Dieu mercy. Trefeher Coufin, touchant la man¬ 
age entre aucuns noz enfans, et aucunes prochaines de votre fane, pour 
la traitie du quelle, comme vos lettres font mencion, vous avez ordinc 
pour envoyer dens Kelcou certaines perfoiuics de votre confail, pour 
traiter fur ccUe matier, ales oftaves de laTrinite, vueillez favoir, que 
pour la brcvctec de temps, depuis que mon tres fouverain Seigneur Ic 
Roy a receu vos lettres, et cimfideree k rctourner du dit votre efeuier 
devers vous, aveque fes kttres de regions, il nous eft avis, que de 
votre part le dit jour ne fe poUBta tenir bonnement; car a venir de dit 
efeuier en noz partiez, mon tres^iraverain leigneur le Roy adonque 
eftoit en les lontaignes parties d’Efcbcc^ ft que votre cfcirier nc fe povoit 
atteigner a fa prefcnce devant le xix jour dc May. Si que mon dit fo- 
vtrain Ic Roy vous a devifee un autre jour affez covcnable, pour la 
dicle traitie ; ficomme fes lettres a vous envoicez pourportent; pour la 
quel jour vueillez faire addrefier aucuns de votre confail pour y etre, 
pour faire a laide de Dieu bonne conclufion fur la dide maticre; car 
certes la bonne conclufion de ccllc traitie eft, et fera, mout greable a 
mon leigneur et fouverain, et a nous. Trefeher coufin notre Seigneur 
vous vueille toufdiz garder, et vous donit bonne vie et longue. Efc. 
a Edenburgh, le xxviiijour de May. . 
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N“ IV, The fame to the famcy ift Auguji 1394. Vefp, F. VH, 

f. 39, D. I. 

A TRES haut ct puiflant prince, R. par la grace de Dicu Roy 
d’Englcterre, notre tres cher coufin, A. par mefmes ycelle grace Royne 
d’Efcoce, falutz, et dileftion. De votres aimables lettres, a nous pre- 
fcntees par notre bicn amc Douglas Ic heraud d’armes, nous vous re- 
mcrcions cntierement, et de cucr. Par les quelles nous avons entendu 
votre bonne eftate, et fauntee, a grant plailir et confort de nous. Et 
tres cher coufin, quand au trade touchant k mariage a fair par entre 
aucuns procheins de votre fane, et aucuns des enf^s de Roi mon 
feignour ct de nous, vuelliez favoir, quil eft grcable au Roi mon dit 
leignour, ct a nous? ficomme il vous a fignifie par ces lettres. Et 
par efpecial que pour tant que la difte trade ne fe poira tenirc le 
tierce jour de Juilee darrein paffee, pour certaines et rcfonables caufes 
contenus cs vous lettres, envoiez au Roi mon feignour fufdit, vous 
eftes aflentuez que une auftre jour de mefmes la trade fe preigne, le 
premier jour d’Oftobre prochein venand; le quele eft greable au Roi 
mon feignour avant dift, ct a nous; et vous amercions de tout notre 
volentee, ct de cuer; et prions cherement que vous vuelliez continuer 
la difte trade, et faire tenire le dift jour; quar il eft la volentee de 
Roi mon feignour fus difte, et de nous, quant en nous eft, que la 
ditfte jour fe teigne fens defaut. Et tres cher coufin, nous vous re- 
querons, ct prions cherment, qu’il ne difplaife a votre hautefle, que 
nous n’avons plus toft efeript a vous; quar nous eftremez gifent mal^e 
d’enfant mafquil, a non James; et fommes bicn et gracioufment delivre, 
la grace de Dieu ct de notre dame.. Et aufi pour ceo que le Roi mon 
di6t feignour eftoit, a la venu de vous lettres, efloignees es Ifies de fon 
roialme, nous ne rcceivon pas ces lettres envoiez a nous fur cefte ma- 
dere, tang le darrein jour de JuiUie darrein paflee. Tres haut et 
puilTant prince, le feint efprit vous vueil toutz jours garder. Done 
foubs notre feal, a labbay de Dunfcrmclyn, le premier jour d’Auouft. 
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N* V. David prince of Scotland^ Pari of Carriey {and after- 
wards Duke of Rothfay^ to yohn of Gaunt Duke of Lasi- 
caflery about 1398. Velp. F. VII, f. 68, n. 2. 

riAULT et puiflant prince, mon tres chier et tres ame coiifin. 
Qiiant a Ja matier de quoi vous, et I’evefque de Saint Andreu, avez 
parlez, jay entendu, et veu ce que vous avez avyfez en icelle rnaticr, 
et le raportera au Roi mon leignour: et felons ce bon luy lemblera, 
procedera a la avaniement du bufoigne, a laide de Dicu, en la ma- 
nierc comme vous avez touchic, ou en aultre} au temps contenii 
en votre efeript, ou pluys toft, ly bonnement faire fe pourra. Hault 
et puilFant prince, fil y a cholc au votre plaifance, que faire puifle 
affiablcment, le me vueilliez certifier. Et luy Dieu tout puilfant vous 
ait cn fa treftantifllme garde. Efcr. a Melrofs, le xvii jour de Marz. 

David, aifne filz du Roy d’Efcoce, Conte de Carryk. 
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N ' V^f. Geor^^i' Dunhar Earl of March t', I-hnry Jl\ j 
Fi’lruary, 1400. Velp. F. VII, t. 22.. 

KXCEtXP'NT, niychry, and noble prince, like ylioiir rcalre ■. » 
wit, that 1 am gretly wrangit be the Due of’ Uothefay; tite quhilk 
fpoufit my douehter, and now agayn his obiifyng to me, made bt^ 
hys lettre and his leal, anil agaynes the law of halikirc, f'pouics ane 
other wife, as it ys faid. Of tlic quhilk wrang and defowle, to me 
and my douehter in fwilk maner done, I as ane of yhour poer kyn, 
gif it like yhow, requer yhow of help and fuppowall, fore fwilk 
honeft lervice as I may do, after my power, to yhour noble lordlliip, 
and to yhour lande. Fore tretec or the quhilk mater, will yho de- 
deyn to charge the lorde the Fournivalle, or the erle of Weftmer- 
lantl, at yhour liking, to the marchc, with fwilk gudely hafte as yhow 
like ; qwar tliat I may have fpekyng with quhilk of thaim that yho 
will fend, and fehew hym clerly mine entent; the quhilk I darr 
nocht difeover to nanc ather bot tyll ane of thaim, bccaufe of kyn, 
and the gretc lowtce that I traift in thaim; and, as I fuppofe, yhc 
trairt: in thaim on the tother part. Alfa, noble • prince, will yhe 
dedeyn to graunt, and to lend me, yhour lauf conduyt, endurand 
quhill the fell of the nativite of Seint John the Baptill, fore a hun- 
dreth knichts, and fquiers, and fervants, gudes, hors, and harnais, 
als wele within wallit town, as withowt, or in qwat other rcfonable 
m.iner that yhow like, fore travaillyng and dwcllyng within yhour 
kind, gif I hafe myfter. And, excellent prince, fyn that I clayme 
ro be of kyn tyll yhow, and it peraventour nocht knawen on yhour 
parte, I fchev/ it to your lordfhip be this my lettre, that gif Dame 
Alice the Bewmont was yhour graunde dame, Dame Marjory Comyne, 
hyrr full filler, was my graunde dame on tlie tother fyde; fi 
ilur I am bot of the feirde degre of kyn tyll yhow; the quhilk in 
aide tyme was callit neir. And fyn I am in fwilk degre tyll yhow, 
1 rcijuer yhow as be way of tendirnefs thareof, and fore my fervice 
in maner as I hafe before writyn, that yhe will vouchefauf tyll help 
me, arul fuppowell me, tyll gete amendes of the wrangs and the de¬ 
fowle that ys done me; iendand tyll me, gif yhow like, yhour 
anl'wer of this with all gudely hafle. And, noble prince, mervaile 
yhe noclit that I write my lettres in F.nglifli, for that ys mare clere 
to myne iinderllandyng than latyne, or frauncK. Excellent, niychty, 
and noble prince, the haly Trinite hafe yhow evirmar iu kepjng. 
Writyn at my callcll of Dunbarr, the xviii day of Feverer. 

Le Count de la Marchc d'Efcocc. 
DircSied, An tres excellent, ct tres puillant, 
er tres noble prince, Ic Roy d’Fngleterre. 
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N® VII. Chrifilana Countefs of March to Henry IF, probably, 
in 1404. Vefp. F. yil, f. 96, n. 2. 

MON trcs exccjknt, et trps redout^ Souyereignc Seigneur, Jco me 
recoimn^de au vous fy cntierment, come creature terren poet pcnfer, 
ou diyifpr an Roy du mondc coronnc j vous efmcrciant humblement 
as genoilks, de les hauts graces et beneBces, que vous in’avez faits 
dpvant CCS hcures; vous fuppliant piemcnt de votre gracieus conti¬ 
nuance, et namement de le gracieus refrcfchement que vous meneoi- 
a(Ies darrcyncmcnt, Dieux vous eurcnt grecz la ou jco ne puilfc. 
Non pur ceo, non trcs gracieus feigneur, vous pleis favoir que mon- 
feigneur mon, baron, et moy, avoins eftc en taunt durefcc et dirtrefce, 
puyfque nous fuymcs exclus de notre pays, que encor^eo fuy remys 
en graunt debt j de quelle fans votre gracieus eidc, et fucow, ne me 
puiffe deliverer. Et ore la pcftilencc eft taunt fort et dure, la ou 
nous fume^ que jeo fuy molt paorous, que jco morra en le graunt 
debt que jco fuy encorrue: et pour nulle traitie que nous poons fair, ne 
poons avoir fuftrance de qos enemys, pour nous treer a notre fortres 
de Colbrandefpath, pour ilioex attendre tantque la mortalite foit celTe. 
Et pour celle caufe jeo emprie humblement a votre haut Roiall Ma- 
jpfte, q,uc yous me plcifez avoir cn remembrance, quant vous verrez 
loilir, et me cider qye permy votre gracieus re...enemcnt jeo puille 
eftre engettez de le debt qui me fece triftes. Outre ceo, tres re- 
dpubte et mon trcs gracieus fbig^eur, nous portons graunt enemytc 
pour la mort dc Sir Henr. Percy} ilTuit que Invent mis eft grajnc a 
mon baron, et fes gents, qils vucilUent eftre morts, fils ne fe retrehent 
hors du pays; Ufyit que les gents Ip dit Sir Henr-, ne facent rien fors 
efcontent confortables novelx de vous, pour alors faire la malice qui 
eft ftrrme en Icurs coers. Et mon tres gracieus et tres fouvereigne 
(eigneur, touchant la pris dp nos gents par ceux attendants au Count 
de Douglas, dcignpts ent donner credence al portcur diceftes; et fur 
ceo que vous pleifez ordenpr dell remedy, ficomrae le dit portouf 
vous dirra par bouche. Et prie fovereignement al tres benoit Dieux 
de ciel, qil vous ottroie lor^ vie, ene tout pnerefment de honour 
et joy enfemble, pne vidtorie dp vos enemys, et apres ceft mortcll 
vie vous rent la regne de gloire. Amen. 

Votre humble oratrice la Countefte dp la Marche d’Efcoce 

DireSted, A mon tres excellent, et tres redoubte 
Seigneur, le Roy d’Engletcrrc. 
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M*’ VI 11 . James of Douglas., Warden of the Marches, jir oh ably 
to Henry irin 1405. Veip. F. VII, f. 17. 

HE, exceUent, and rycht mychty prynce, Likit to yoxir h(*nes to 
\vyte, me haff refavit your honorabile lettres to me, lend be a Re - 
verend Fadir the Abbot of Calkow, contenand that it is well knawin 
that trewis war tane and fchornc * a late, betwix the rewmys of Inglaiul 
and Scotlandi and forth! yhu mervalis grctly that my men, be my'wilic 
and aflcnt, has byrnde the toun of Bcrwike, and in other certayne 
places wythin the rewme ofinglandej in brekyng fully the faide trewis, 
in my defaute, and nothing in yhours; and als agayn my ath, made in 
ftreyn timing fame trewis: of the qwhilke yhe defirc rather that 

amends war niade, than ony mar harme war done, tharfiir requirande 
me to do yhou to wyte qwhethir I will gere refourme the layde at- 
temptats, or qwhat my full will be to do o that mater. Anente the 
qwhilkys, Hcc and Excellent Prynce, qwhar yhe fay yhu mervalys 
gretly that my men, be my will and affent, has brennede the town of 
Berwik, the qwhilk is Wythin Scotlantfe, and other places in Inglande, 
in brekyng fully of the fayde trewis, I anderfland that giff yhour hee 
excellent war clerly enfourmyte of the brennyng, flachtyr, and takyng 
of prifoners and Scottis fchippis, that is done be' yhour men to Scottyf- 
men, within the faide trewis, in divers places of Scotlandc, befor the 
brynnyng of Berwike; the qwhilk Ikathis our lege lorde the Kyng, 
and his lieges, has padently tholyte in the kepyng.of the faide trewis, 
and chargit me til alk, and ger be alkyte be nvy deputs redrefe tharof; 
the qwhilk my deputs has afleyte sit dayis of marche, and nane has 
gotyne 5 methink o refoune yhe fuklc erar put blame and punition to 
the doarys of the faide trefpas, done agayn the trewis in fwilke mancr, 
and callys thaim rather brekars of the trew, than me that has tholyte 
la mikylle injur fo lang, and nane amends gottyn. Bot it is like that 
the gret attemptats, that yhour men dois agayn the trewis, is well 
concelyte fra yhour audience, for I fuppbs and yhe will: it, yhe wald of 
yhour he worfehipe ger it be refourmyte and redrcffit, .as the caufe 
requiryt. For lang befor the brynning of Bcrwike, yhour men Com 
within our lorde the Kyngs awin propir landc of Arane, and He Ma- 
lafch, and til his caftell of Brathwike, and brynt his chapelle, and 
other diverfe jxlaces of that land j and tuke and rawnfounde the capi- 
taine of the fayde caftclle, and flow his fone, and heryde al that thai 
mycht ourtake. And alfua thai hade takyne, befor that tym, ccrtaync 
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Scotts frhippis chareit with marchandis, and the marchands tharof^ 
in the cor tic r of the laid trewis: of the qiihilk reparacioun and redrefs 
h i' be nc alkytc befor the brennyng of Berwike, and nane gottyne. 
And c.whur yhe fay that Berwike, that ftands in Scotlande, the qwhilk 
t »iin yitc call yhoiiris in yhoiir fayde lettres, and certaync lands of 
yliouris wythin Inglande, was brende be my men, my will and my 
alfcnt, brekand the trewis in my defaute, and nocht in yhoiiris, and 
in the contrar of my athe: thar to I anfwer in this maner, that qwhat 
tynie it lil.e to out lege lorde the Kyng, and to yhotir lice excellent, to 
ordanc n-di cis to be made be his commilFaris, and yliouris, of all at- 
tempfats done of aythir fyde, I fall with the help of Godc make it 
M'til hennyt, that I haff trewly kepitmy athe, and the trewis, as afferys 
to me of refoun. And qiihaever enfourmyt yhour excellence, that 
I hade brokyn my athe, it hade bene fayrar for him to haOe fende me 
that c.ucrell into wyrt, undir his fclle, and till haff tane anfwere greable, 
as afFcrit to him under my fcelle agayne, than fua un||?ewly in my ab- 
fence till enfourme yhour excellence : for I trayft he has faide mar in 
my abfence, than he dar awow in my prefcns; for nocht difplccc yhour 
honour, learys fiilde be lytille alowit wyth ony fic ivorlliipful kyng 
as yhe ar. And cj^whar yhe fay in yhour fayde lettres that yhe dcfir 
rather amends of attemptats done agayn the trewis, than ony mar 
harme war done, tharfor to that I anfwer in this mantr, that (jwhen 
yhour faide lettres came to me, our lorde tiic Kyng was palTit in the 
northe partis of Scotlande, and I with al gudly haft fende yhour lettres 
til him; of the qwhilk at the makyng of thir letteris I hade nane 
^nfwcr. Never the latt qwhen I hade underftandyne yhour lettres, 
I gert cry in diverfc placis the trewis to be kepit, trayttand that it fuld 
be fua done on the tother part, aftyr the qwhilk crye yhour men of 
Inglande has rydyne in Scodande wyth gret company, like in fere of 
were; and has heryde Lawadyr dalle, Tewy dalle, and a parr of Etryke 
foreft, the qwhilke at the making of thir letteris was tholyt, and 
nocht don tharfor. And foringiffc the trewis fall ftandc, it lyes to 
yhour hcencs to le for chaftying of trefpaffouris, and for anu'nds of 
attemptats done, and that be tym: and qwhat the wochefaff of your 
hcenes ro do, twychand the forfayde materis, yhe wolde certify me be 
your lettres wyth al gudly haft. Plee almychty prynce, the haly gaft 
yow liaflp in. his yhemfal evirmar. Wyrtyn at Edilynburgh, under my 
fclle, the xxvi day of July, 


Jamis of Douglas wardane of the marche. 

(JDireSed. To ane excellent, and a 
mychty prynce, Kyng of Inglande.) 
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N“ IX. Commifftm hy Robert duke of Albany^ Regent of Scot¬ 
land^ to his cmbaJJ'adors fent into England^ 26//; May 1414. 

Vclp. F. Vll, f. 114, n, 2. 

ROBF.RTUS Regis Scocie genitus, dux Albania, comes de Fife 
et de Menretli, et regni predi(^ti Gubernatot, univerfis ad quorum 
noticiam prefentes liteise pervencrint, falutem in Domino. Noverit 
univcrfita-s veftra, quoil nos de fidelitate, circumfpettione, et induftria, 
dileftorum et fidelium noftroruin, Robert! de Maxwelle de Caldarwodde 
miliri-s, confanguinci noftri, et Magiftri Robert! de Lanyne, prepoiiti 
Saudi Andrcc, in decretis licenciati, plenius confidentes, ipfos fecimus, 
conllituinnis, et.grd!navimus, facimus que conllituunus, et per prefentes 
ordinanius, pariter ex certa feientia et deliberate confilio, noltros am- 
baxiatores, cf)mm!frar!os, et nuncios ipeciales. Dantes et concedentes 
eifclem noftram plenariam poteftatem, et mandatum fpeciale, ad trac- 
tand. concordand. et concludend. cum ferenifllmo principe Henrico 
Regc Anglic, feu commifTariis fuis quibufeunque fuificientcni poteftatem 
habentibus ab eodem, fuper deliberacionc cariilim! filii noftri Murdaci 
Steuart militis. Et ad omnia et fingula faciend. gerend. concordand. 
concludend, et folvend. que circa filii noftri dcliberacionem neceflaria 
fiunt feu quomodolibet optima, etiam fi mandatum exigant magis fpe¬ 
ciale, ratum, certum, ftabile, atquc firmum promittentes nos per per- 
petuum habituros, quicquid didi commiflarii noftri in prerniflls, vel 
aliquo premiflbrum duxerint faciend. Dat. fub teftimonio figilli noftri, 
apud mancrium noftrum de Falklande menfis Maii die xxvi, Anno Dni. 
Millefirao cccc®“ quarto decimo, et gubernationis. noftrae anno ix. 
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N®X. Indenture hettveen Murdac duke of Albany Regent of 
Scotland, and Alexander earl of Mar, i tfh November 1420. 
A copy in Sir James Balfour's colledbns, MS. Harl. 4694, 


Indentur bctwix Murdick Dvck ^ of Albaneyj and Alexander Earll 

of Mar. 

THTS indenture made at Perth, the xvi day of the motinth of 
November, in the yeir of our lord a thoufand, four hundereth, l|ld 
twentie-, betwix hie excellent and mtghtic prince Murtheu Dvck of 
Albarjey, earll of Fife and Mentcrth and Governourof Scotland, one 
the anc pairt ; and a vojfchipful lord, Sir Alexander Steuart Earl of 
Mar and Garivath, on the tothir pairt; Contehts and beirs vitnefi, 
that it is fullifc accordhf betwix thenr, ih' forme and 'maner as after fall 
follou; and that is to fay, that the forfaid Eai^ of Mar is become man 
of fpalen, duelling, arid revcheu, till the forfaid dvck of Albany Go- 
vernotir of Scotland, for all the terroes of his lyffe, befor and agains 
all uthirs deidlyk perfons ; his alleigancc aught till our lord the king 
allenerlie outane. And he fafle giffe his letter thertipbne till our forfaid 
lord the Governotir, in deu formt under his faifl'e, for certwie gude 
deeds done till him be our faid lord the Govcrnoifr. Alfua it is accordit, 
that onr faid lord the Governotir'fell gife to his darreft cufin forfeid the 
Earll of Mar, the tenth * halfe of me profots of the Juftry of Aber- 
tlenie, Bamffe, and IriemelTc, and ate oft as they be haldin, outtane 
the corns and viiftnals of men and horfe', in the balding of the faid 
ayeirs. And the laid Earll of Mar fall doe all hes bifnefs and diligence 
till bring juftris, till the honour and profit of the faid lord the Governour, 
for beath tiier profit. Alfua our lord the Governour fall gif hes letters 
patents till the laid Earll of Mar of power to be ftcadhaldand till him, 
after the tennor of the letters the quhilks the faid Earll hetle of um- 
quhilum our lord the Governour, quhom God aflbyle. Alfua the forfaid 
lord tlic (Jovernour as aflentit, and fell gife hes confirmatione till his cufin 
fir Thomas Steuart, upon the infeftment that the faid Earll of Mar makes 
till the faid Sir Thomas hes fone, apone the lands of Mar and Garcvach, 
if it fa beies that the faid Earll of Mar (hares a confirmatione of our lord 
the King till our lord the Ciovernoiir, givin till him and hes heirs and afiig- 
nais, a]x)nc the lands of Mar and Garivach forfeids j for the quliilk confir- 
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mationc to be given to the faicl Sir Thomas, through our lord the 
Governour that non is, and for tither good deids done of betbrn’tue till 
the faid Sir Thomas, through our faid lord the Governour, the faid 
Sir Thomas is become mane till the faid lord the Governour, of fpalrn, 
duelling, and reveneu, for all the tymes of hes lyffe, befor and agains all 
other deadlyk perfons, hes allcagence aught to the King allanerlie 
outane ; and therupon fall gife his Letters of Rerenewe in tlcu forme 
till our lord the Governour. Alfua it is accordit that our lord the 
Governour fall gifF his letters, baunde, and fealle, till his forfait! cufin 
the Earl] of Mar, of mantinance helpe and fuppleie, in al forme and 
in effeft, as quhilum our lord the governour hes fader did befor tyme, 
bot fraude or gyle. Alfua it is accordit betwix the forfaid lord tiie 
Governour, and hes darreft cufin the Earll of Mar, that fen Valter 
Steuart the fone, and ayire appirand, of our forfaid lord the Go¬ 
vernour is oblifehed till the forfaid lord his fader, that he fall not tak 
in manage the daughter of Sir Robert Erlkeine, vithout the conlent 
of hes forfaid lord and fader, our forfaid lord the Governour is oblif¬ 
ehed, and oblidges him be this indenture till hes faid cufin the Earl of 
Mar, that he fall nought gift: hes confent till the fulfillan of the faid 
manage, vithout vittining, and confent, of the faid Earl of Mar. Ami 
allba it is accordit that our fiud lord the Governour hes given to hes 
forfaid cufin the Earl of Mar, the profitts comand of the lands of 
Badcnach, Urquart, and Strathowne, ay till the tyme that tliey may be 
fett to profitt; and fra tliensfurth our forfaid lord till have the tane 
hahe of the profitt comand of the faids lands, and the forfaid erl his 
cufin the tother halffe of the profitt of the lands, endurand the tyme 
of the fiid carl’s live. And alfua the laid Earl is oblifohit, and oblels 
liim be this indeniaire, that he fall doe al his goodlie bulfinefs and dili¬ 
gence to bring atal fett the faids lands of Badenacht, Urquart, and 
Strathowen, vith tlie pertinents, till the maift profitt that he may, and 
vithin als fiiort tyme as he may, bot fraud or gyle. In the vitnifing 
of the quhiJks things, leillie and trewlie for to be keipet, bot fraud and 
gyle, the I'calls of the forfaid lord the Governour, and of the forfaid 
Earll of Mar hes cufin, to thir indentures interchangablic arc topiit, 
tlic day, ytir, and place, forfaids.. 
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N“. XI. Annual Rcvrnurs of the Hojlages for James /, 1424.. 

Kymer X, 327 . 

JACOBI'S Rfx.tradidit, dedit, ct libcra\it, pro fcnirirate 

Iblutionis fumma- quadraginta Milium librariim, bona* tt Itgalis ukj- 
neta Anglia*, ad locum, dies, ct terminos, in difto appunttuanunro 
contenta ; ac plena; ct Integra executionis et complcmcnti oniniuiii 
ct fingulorum, in pradifto appunctuamento contentonim, obfides, et 
peilbnas obCdum, aftimatas per partem difti J acobi Regis in valore 
annuo reddituum ad fummas infralcriptasj videlicet, 

David, primogenitum, ct haredem, comitis Atholix, reddituatum 
ad xii C. Marc. 

'J'homam Comitem Moravix, ad M. Marc. 

Alexandrum Comitem Crawfurdix, ad M. Marc. 

Duncanum Dominum de Argil], ad xv C. Marc. 

Willielmum, primogenitum et liXTedcm Domini dc Dalketh, ad xv 
C. Marc. 

Gilbertum, primogenitum et hxredem Williclmi Conftabularii Sco- 
tiaj, ad viii C. Marc. 

Kobertum Marefcallum Scotix, ad viii C. Marc. 

Robertum dominum de Erfkyn, ad M. Marc. 

Waltcrum dominum de Driltone, ad viii C. Marc. 

Thomain Boyd dc Kilmcrnoch, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Patricium de Dunbarre, Dominum dc Camnok, ad D. 
Marc. 

Alexandrum Dominum de Gordonne, ad iv C. Marc. 

Obfides alias concordatos, ac vice et loco aliorum abfentium etiam 
alias concordatomm obfidum, quorum nomina continentur in quadam 
cedula, difto appunftuamcnto annexa. 

Dominum Willielmum de Abbirncthy, ad D. Marc. 

jacobum de Dunbarre, Dominum de Frcndrath, ad D. Marc. 

Andream Gray de Foullis, ad vi C. Marc. 

Dominum Robertum de Levinfton, ad iv C. Marc. 

Joliannem Lyndefay, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Robertum de Lille, ad iii C. Marc. 

Jacobum Dominum de Caldor, ad iv C. Marc. 

Jacobum Dominum de Cadyo, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Willielmum dc Rothvane, ad iv C. Marc. 

Willielmum Olyfaunt, Dominum dc Abirdalgy. 

Gcorgium, primogenitum ct h^redem Hugonis Cambell, ad iii C. 
Marc. 

Robertum, 
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Robertum primogemtiim ct handbm Domini Roberd de ]VIauU> 
lent, ad iv C. Marc. 

David Meignesy ad U C. Marc. 

David dc O^byy ad ir C; Marc. 

Patricium primogeaktmi ec hn«dem Dommi J^gJunnu Lyon, ad iit 
C. Marc. 


VOt. I. 
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N" XII. ^Bs for Taxes, 1424 and 1431. 

Scotlfh Afts of Parliament, edit. 1566, fol. iii. i pari. James I, 

26 May 1424. 

Of finance to be maid for the Kingis coftagc in Ingland. Ca. X. 

ITEM, It was confentit, throw the Eftatis and Parliament, that for 
the fynance and payment to be maid in Ingland, for our Souerane 
Lordis collage, and delyvering of his hoftageis being m Ingland, thair 
falbe rafit ane yeild *, or maa, ^f it mifteris, throw the hail! kynrik, 
alfwcill throw the rcgalyteis, as throw uther landis. For it wer grevous, 
and greit charge on the commonis, to rais the hail finance at anis, it 
is accordit that a yeild be rafit, ^at is to fay xii d. of ilk pund; and 
that the landis, rends, maillis, and gudis of lordis, within thair proper 
domanis, baith come and cateU. Bot for the extent of the proper 
domanis thay fall not pay, drawin oxin, riddin hors, and utcnfillis of 
hows, alanerlie, otittaking the burgellis in lyke mancr of thair gudis 
and rends. 


Of the mancr of taxadoun to be maid in the rcalmc. Ca. XI. 

ITEM, Thir ar taxis ordanit, throw the counfall of Parliament, 
upone the Cattel and Come, to be raifit to the Kingis finance to be 
maid in Ingland. In the fii^ yeild now concluditi the boll of quheit 
is taxit to ii s. Alfwa the boll of rye, beir, and pels, to xvi d. the boll 
of aittis vi d. And this of all come that is now in hows, or in ftak, 
the lordis purviance to thair howlhald alanerlie oWttanej and the grene 
come that is naw upone the erd growand fall remain untaxit, quhil it 
Clime of the erd. Alfwa the bciftis ar taxit one this mancr. The 
Kow and hir followar, of twa ycir auld, to vi s. viii d. Item ane 
Wodder, or ane Yowc, ilk ane to xii d. Item Gymmer, Dunmund, 
and Gaittis, ilk ane to xii d. Item ane drawin Oxe, of thre ycir auld 
or elder, to vi s. viii d. Alfwa the wLldc Mcir, with hir followar of thre 
ycir, to X s. A Colt of thre ycir auld, or elder, to ane mark. 

This is the mancr that landis and gudis fall be taxit. That ilk 
fchiref within his fehirefdome fall gar call befor him all the barronis, 
and fre haldarris of the King, and with counfall of tham he fall cheis 

* Sttl^y. 
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kill men and difereit, and fie as he mil anfwer for; the qnhilks fall 
abyd knawlege befor the King gif thay have done thair deuoir, at 
the end of the taxation; and that als mony perfonis as may fiifncicntly 
extent the quntre, and na ma, for efehewing of coftc; and that all 
fehirefis be fworne to the king or his depiitis that thay fall lelely and 
trcwly gar this extent be fulfillit, of all the landU, and giidis, in forme 
as is above writen; and that the extentouris fall be fworne befoir the 
Barronis of the fchirefdome, that thay fall do thair full power to die 
faid extent; and diay fall have with thaim the paroebe Preiflr, and 
that he be chargit be his Bifehop till informe thaini lelely of all the 
gudis of the parochin ; and that thair be maid a bukc of the faid ex¬ 
tent, contenand the namis of ilk towne in fpeciali, and the names of 
ilk perfone dwelland in thay townis, and thair g^is fbllowaiid thair 
names. And that thair buikis be prefcntit to the Kihgis Auditouris at 
Perth, the day limit thairto, that is to fey die xiiday of Julij nixt to 
cum. Alfwa quhair thair is ane greit fchirefdqmc, thair be chofin be 
ficht of the Baronis kill diferete men to keip thame. 

Alfwa that all the landis of the kinrike be taxit, after as thay ar of 
avalc now, .and that but fraude or gyle. Alfinra that all gudis be taxit 
and pay it, after the valu of the money that now is. Allwa tluat na 
exceptioun be maid in this taxatioun to na man, nouthcr of det nor 
of male: bot all the gudis ay quhair thay be fundin, to pay the faid 
YiiiLD, after the taxatioun, baith of Clerkis, Baronis, and BurgclTcs. 
Alfwa it is fene fpeidful that all taxatouris, the tyme of thair extent, 
warns all maner of man, that of all thair gudis that ar taxit, baith of 
beiftis, come, and uther gudis, within xv dayis nikt after following 
the raxt, the payment be reddie iq filuer and .gold, as is befoir writtin. 
And gif at the end of the feid xy dayis the payment be not reddy, 
the officiaris of ilk fchirefdome fall tak of ilk mjan that warnis payment, 
a Kow for vs. a Yow or a Wedder for xii d. a Gait, a Gimmcr, or a 
Dunmund, for viii d. a wyldc Mcir and hir follower for x s. a Colt of 
thre ycir auld, or of eild^ xiiis. iv d. a boll of quheit xii d. a boll 
of rye or peis viii d. a boll of aittis iii d. And gif the Schiref tak\s 
thir gudis he fall gar the lord of the Jan^ gif he may be gottin, pay 
the taxt to the King, and dclivcr.the gudis till him. And gif he will 
nor, the Schirefe fidl gar fell the ^dis at the nixt markat day, or fend 
tliamc to the King, on tlic Kbgis c6ift> quhair the King till his deputis 
ordanis. 

ITEM, It is ordanit and fene fpeidful, that the Prelatis gar taxt thair 
rentis, and kirkis in this maner. That is to fey ilk Bilhope in ilk 
Denrie of his Diode, gar his Officiall and his Dene fummund all the 
Tennentis and frchalders befoir him, and cheis Taxatouris, and charge 
thame in maner and forme as is befoir Writtin; to the feidis day and 
place. And gif the Schiref fendis ony man on tlic Baronis behalf, 
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that he be refavit With thatne and Ic thair taxatibtin. And riiat the 
Official gar warnc the Schircf, qohcn he wil cheis his taxatouris, and 
mak taxatioun of kitkis landhs, giidis, ^d rentis* befbir faid. Aik! 
qiihair a kirk "man payis the haill valour of his beneiiciSj that all the 
fruteS of his kirk of the ycir followand be frc. 

AHwa anent the taxatioun of Burgefles gudis,/and rends, ft is ftne 
fpeidfull that ilk Alderman and Baillies of Burtowis Call befoir thame the 
Burgeffis, and gar cheis leill and trew men in maner as is befoir faid, 
takand with thamWthe Curat of the towhe, ehargeit be the greit aith 
throw the Bifchop. Ahd that the Schirtf fend als on the Barronis 
behalf a IclC tiian, to beir Iclc witnes to thair taxf } to the quhflk he 
falbe fwome lelylie tsidi thame. And that thay warne the Schiref 
to fend that man-to-the day that thay cheis thair taxatoyris. Aifwa 
the Prclatis, the SChireffis, the Aldermen of townis, fall taxt and 
ordane the coiftis of all Offidiark, that fell laubour about this veild 
rafing, be thair lautie rfhat thay aucht to the King, and thair coiftis 
to be tane of the haiU taxt. A^a the ycUd rafit to the King mot be 
allowit to thanie in the yeild foirfeid. • ' - > 

Aifwa that thair be ordanit in iHc- Scherifdomei '>^d ehofin be the 
Schireffis and the Barronis, giidO lele‘and difcrcit men, to taxt the 
foirfaid rends and gudis. aWi that with the Gkrkis thair be ordanit 
lawit men be the Schireffis, and with lawit ' men clerkis be the 
clergy, to fee and bcir witnes that all thingis be lelylie done, and 
rychtfwa within Regalyis. And that Hk cuhtrie rcleif uthcr. Aifwa 
that the SchirefF depute certanc men to be with the Baillies, and taxa- 
touris of the Burrowis, to fee that all maner of gudis, alfweill come, 
cartel, as uthers gudis, be lelylie taxt, and prelentit to the auditouris or¬ 
danit thairto, dll appeir at Perth the xii day of July nixt to cum. Of the 
quhilkis auditouris thir ar the namis; ffie Bifehoppis of Dunkeldin, 
Dumblanc, the Abbotds of Balmerinach, Sanft Columbis Inche, 
Maiftcr John Scheves, the Eric of Athole, Schir Patrik of Dunbar, 
Williarae Borthwick, Patrick Og^wy, James of Dowglas of Balwany, 
and William of Erikin of KinnouU. 


Ibid, folio verfo xxij, lo Pari. J. I, 15 Odt. 1431-. 

For the reftfting of Rebcllouris in the North. Ca. cxlvi.. 

For the refilling of the King’s rebeUouris in the North land, and 
tlie collage to be maid thairupone, it is fiillely confentit be the Thre 
Eftatis, ordanit and concludit, that thair be lifrit and rafit ane Contri- 
butiounj that is to fay of all landis of the rcalme, quhair the veild 
of twa pennies was rafit, thair be now x d. rafit; and quhair the twa d. 
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was not fafit thair be now xii d, ;rafit of ilk pnnd. And this Contri- 
butioun to be tanc throw all the;, ccalme, of all roailis of landis, and 
rentis of haly kirk, as of temfWicall. Lordis j na gudis of lordis na 
Burgeffis outtane, feifand the .p*tent rof:dw mailis of the Lordis 
proper domanis haldin in thair awin hands, mailis of. BurgclTis houfis 
within Burrbwis inliabite be thatne frlf, 4|}d with thait; proper gudis, 
of the quhilkis thay tak na maill $ tidchn hors, and drawin oxin except 
allanerly, of the quhilkis na yeild ^bc rsdit. Attoure this Contribu- 
tioun falbe taxit and raftt with all ceieritiia po01bUl,..brocht andde- 
liufcrit to the auditouris of it, that is to fey the Ab^tts of Balmeri- 
nouch, St. Columbia Inche, Schir Johne Scrinig^our, Johflc of Fyfe 
of Abirdene j quhilkis fell begin thtur comptis on the mome nixt 
after the Purificatioun of, pur Lady raxt to cum, at Perth, gif the 
peftilence be not thair, gif it beis thair at Sanfbin^os. The q^ilkis 
auditouris fell put this Contributioun in a kift.of iui keyis, of the 
quhilkis keyis ilk ane of thame fall have ane. And that kift to rc- 
mane in the Caftell of Sanilandros, under the keiping of the Bifehop 
and the Prioure. And in caife that peax beis,maid in the menetyme,, 
this Contributioun fell remane under the femin keiping in depots, to the 
commoun profFeit andufe. The quhilk done ,the comraandk 

till 'continow the Parliament, till monpunday the xii* day pf the 
fpirfaid mpneth and yeir.. 

* Sic ; xxiii which was mondsy. 
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N* XIII. The contemporary account of the murder of James 1. 

FROM a MS. formerly belonging to Mr. Thorclby of Leeds, (fee 
Nicolfon’s Scodfti HiftoricS Library}) now, Aug. 1790, to Mr. 
Jackfon of Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street: written about 
1440*. 

Here folowyng begynnythe a full lamentable cronycle, of the dethe 
and falfc murdufe of James Stewarde, laft Kyngc of Scotys, nougk 
long agone prifoner yn Englande, the tymes of the Kynges Henryc tire 
Fifte and Henry the Sixte. 

The dethe of the Kyngc of Scotis. 

ROBERT STEWARD, the kyng of Scotis, hadde ii fonnys; ol 
the whiche the cldere was a femely mane of perfone, and knyghr, 
elepid the duke of Rofeye} and the yonger, clepid James Stcwaiil, 
that was bote of yeres yonge, and meane of ftature. This Duke oi 
Rofeye perfeyved in his reafon the greet age of the Kyng his fadir, 
the ympotencye of his lymmes and membirs, the febilenefe of his per 
fone that fore vexed hyme yn his age, begane unlawefully to tak upon 
hym the Royall guvcrnance. Thurghe the whichc prefumcion, or- 
gujrle and pruyde, he wexe full of vicioufnes yn his lyvyng, as yn 
dilpufellyng and defowlyng of yong madyns j and yn brekyng the or- 
dire of weddelok, by his fowle ambicious Itift of that voluptenus lull, 
of advouttc. Wherfore the Lordes and the Nobles of the Rewme of 
Scotland, confideryng that vicious lyvyng of that laid Duke * 

* # « « If 

* * • a leeftorn out * * 

* . * « * .» It « * * 

Thes traturs fiirters, and contraftes, ended by the counfell and confente 
of bothe the parties of the Kynges, the Kyng of Scottes hadde levc en- 
lagiflid, and h^d faufecondit of his maiftcr the kyng of England, (for 
fo the Kyng of Sedttes elepid hym,) to rcturne fale and fowndt ayene 
ynto his region of Scotteland. 

* AsapMan from the writing, and from a tranflation in the fame ms. after this 
UaA, of a nook of morals by ' John of Wtegnay, oute of Frenihe into Englilhe, by 
youre humble fervytoure. John Shirley, att die full noble, honorable, and renomed 
cite of London, fo as feblelTe wold fuffice, in his grete and laft age, the yere of ourc 
lord a thoufand, fbure hundreth fourty.’’ 

This John Shirley is the tranflatorof this account of James’s murder from a latin re¬ 
lation, probably publifhed in Scotland by authority, ^e the end. 

Of 
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Of whos.cumyng the Erie Douglas and the Erie of Bowgham** 
fully advcrtifcd to hemfclfe in thairc owne mifgovernance, lie beyn g 
Kyng and abfent, ne durfte nat abide his home-cumyng, for fere of 
the fjitous dethc of the Duke of Rofey His brother, whome thay havcd 
fo mifchevoufly murdured unlawfully yn prifonc, as afore this cronycle 
made clcrc mcmoric, they ordeynd hem, for dowte of thare lyvys, with 
a gret nowmber of thare frendis and fubjedes, with all the poflibilire, 
to paffe the fee ynto France. Fromc whenfe thay come never j bott 
both thay, with many other wotlhipfule capitaignes, knyghts, and 
fwyers, and lordes of the Armynakes and Scottes, all enmyes to tlie 
Kyng of England, were flayne and takyne at the bataile of Vernoile yn 
Perch, withyne the rcvme of France, by that noble and fo excellent 
prynce John of Loncaftcr, Duke of Bedefbrd, thene the Regent of 
France, to whome that day God granted the difeonfitoure, and vidorye 
of the fcld. 

Remanyng at thare home the Duke of Albayne, the Erie of Leynys, 
the Eric of Manthet, Watir Stuard, and other many lordes of ScottcUnd, 
thynkyng that thay were fo neghe of the Kynges blode of Scottes, and 
demyng alfo yn theire confeites that [thai] hade nat offended theire Kyng 
yn no wife; bot fo abode ftill yn the lande the Kyng’s cumyng Jiome 
out of England ynto Scotteland. Whome all, wiA many other of 
thare afinitc, the faide Kynge of Scottis lete arrell, and hem feverally 
yn diverfe cailcll full hard prifoned, till he had fondon meancs and wais 
for to do hem lawfully to dedi, as falfe traitours, bccaufe of the falfe mur- 
dure of his brother the duke of Rofay. Whos deth the people of 
tlic land fore grutched, and mowrnid j feying that thay fuppoifed and 
ymagynd that the Kyng did rather that vjgorious execucion upon the 
Lordes of his kync for the covetife of thare poffeflions, and goodes, 
thane for any other rightfiill caufe, ajthofc he fonde colourabiU wais 
to ferve his entent yn the contrarye. 

All thos thinges thus done, the fajdc kynge of Scottes, noght ftanchid 
of liis unlacionablc and gredi avarice, ordeynd that tallage, and other 
impoficions upon his people, gretter and more chargeant then ever were 
acuftumyd afore that tyme. So tliat the comoners of his land fccrctiy 
elepid hym nat rightwes, bot a tirannous prynce, what for the outra- 
gcus impoficions Importables of ufe, on taxes and Odl^s, t^on his 
poure fubjedes and peiile. But after the wifoome of fome philifophers 
the comone langage of the peiple oft fpekith without reafon. Never- 
thelcfs many of the Lordes of that land, dredyng fore of the harmc that 
myght betide, drowghe hem to counfell how thay myght withftand anti 
re fid the Kynges tyranye, fithe he hade lb lirill .pitic of the dethe done to 
hyme of his Lordes, many of hem beyng fo negh of his rokll blode, 

• John Stuart, fonpf Robert duke of Albany, imd conftaWe of France. 
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and alfo of the gredi covatlfc that he opprcflid and cnpoverifid his co- 
monalte. Withall the Kyng beyng prclent yn his faid cowiiefell, rofc 
up with a maneli fwollon hart a knyght, cl^id Sir Robert Gramc, a 
grctc gentUman and an Erics fune, a mane ot grete wit and eloquence, 
wundir futtilye wittyd, and expert in the; lawc; laying thes wordes opynly 
to the Lordcs, " Sirs, yf ye woU finnely Hand by that at I lhall fay 
“ to the Kyng, yn youre audience, I truft to God that we lhall fyndc 
“ a good remedye and hclpe.” To the which fayng the Lordes co- 
fentiu: and faidc tl>#t they tmftyng holly yn his prudent and diferet 
manehodc, wold conforine and confent, yn hie and low, to mayntenc 
all that he wold tak pn hand to fay, for the general wecle of hem, and 
of all that land, yn ihatt mater by hyin than mevid. 

Upon this tte Kyng letc to Ibmond a parliament of the Hi aftatis of 
lus rewme, where this lame Sir Robert Grame, fully fette and afurid 
and purpofid to perfortne that at he had bchight and promyfid unto the 
Lordcs, as is afgre reherfid. He rofe iipe with a grctc corage, with a 
violent chcrc aM cqun^hance, fette handes upon the Kyng fayng thes 
wordes, “ I arreft you yn the name of all the thre aftates of your reume, 
“ here now alfemblid yn tills prefeht parliament, for right as youre liege 
** pcple be bundun and hffomc to obeye your Majcfte noble riall, yn 
“ the fame wife bene ye fworne and enfurid to kepc youre pepfc, to 
'* kepe and guveme youre lawc, fci that ye do hem no wronge, bot yn 
** all right mantenc and defend hem.” . And,there and then forthwith 
the feid Sir Rober|Gr*thc, ahiryrig,liyim-fiilly yn the promyfe made unto 
hym bi the faid I»o4des, faid, “ Is hiinat thus ajs I fey ?” Unto the which 
fayng none of aU ihe aftates . afore reherfid wold, ne durft fpeke oone 
word, bot kapid filencc. The Kyi^ therwith percevyng all this pre- 
fumptuous rebellion, and wirchyng of the faid Sir Robert Grame, gretly 
niovyd and ftirryd ayenft him, as that rcalbn wold, Jete do hym arreft, 
and commandid fp put hym, yn fure and hard prtfpnc. 

This Sir Robert Grame, fcyn^ hymfelf thus defevyd there of the faid 
Lordes, fpake and faid yn this #ife, “ He that ferveth a comon mane, 
he ferveth by fhort prQccfc of tyme.” After this the Kynge exiled 
this Sir Robert Grame i and all his haritages and goodes deemed as 
forfaturs to the Kyng. 

Upon his exile this Sir Rolfert Granie toke his [way] ynto the cun- 
treis of the Wild Scottis, wherthat he confpired and ymagynd how that 
he myght deftruye his Kvng. And-furthwith he -renounfed his lege- 
ance, and by wordes, and by 'writyng, he defied hem, feying that he 
had dcftrigrd hym, his. wif, and his childerne, ids haritages, and all 
his other godcs, by his cruell tyrannyi, Wheribr he faid he wold flee 
hym [with] hh owne handes as his mortall enmyei' yf wer he myght 
fe tyme, and fynd wais and meanes. Therto the Kyng, hugely vexid 
in his ^iretes -with the traturous .and,:snalicious rebellion of the faid Sir 

Robert 
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Rob^t Ortmc, did tnak an opyn proclamacion by all the rcwmc of 
Scottelsuid that whofo niygjit flee or tak hyme, and bryng hyrn to the 
Kyn^s preft nee, Ihuld have iii iilloi^aAd &inyea of gold, every pccc 
wpfth half an En^isfli Noble. 

Nocht long after th« the Kyhelctc fo ordeyne his parliament yn due 
forme, at Edenbourghc, fomunde yn the yerc of cure lord A Thou- 
fand, Foure Hundreth, Six and Thirtye, yn the feft of All Hallowcn. 
To the which parliament the faid Sir Robert Granie ftired a full crut ll 
vengance ayene the Kyng, fent privie meflages and lettiins to certayne 
^menand fervantes of me Duke of Albayne, whome the Kyng a litill 
afore hade done rigorufly to deth, lich as hitis eotidld here afore, opynly, 
that if thay confcnt and faver hym, he wold nttirly take upon hym for 
to flee the Kyng, left thuTgh his tirannye and covetife he Wold deftniy 
this reume of Sootteland: ’ and the corone of the land fliall be yovon to 
Sir Robert Stuard, which is the Kyhg’s cofyny and next of the right of 
the corone, bot yf the Kyng had a fune j the fl&nc Robert's fadir 
thenne liggyng in hoftage to the. Kyng of Ebgland, i|r the laid James 
Kyng of Scottes, yn the! towre of London, tUl thatBs fynaunce were 
fully content and paid. And the fiad Sirlldbcrt’s ghantefiil, the Eric 
ofAthetelles, of that meifon andeouiifyias l^t waa^fe^^ andbyhym- 
felfe feeredy defirid and covetid to'hkve dw corone. For which caufes 
the fame Sir Robert Grame was half^foe’^tCW coiilimtid to bryng thaire 
purpos to effodte. For this Sir Rtflkrt^SoMiid ^d cVer abide yn the 
Kynges prefence, foil femuUer aboute hymr^ sdilioures, and moft privey. 
a^ove all other; and was a foil gcntili rqui^er, frcslh, lufty, and right 
amyable.. Whome the Kyi^ enderly loved as his oWnc. fone; and for 
the tendure love that he hid to faytne he made [hym] ConftabL of all 
Jiis hoft, and.... at the l^e of Edcnbouigh *. 

After this the Kyng fodanly avifld made a folempne feft of the Crif- 
tynmes at Perth, whioi is clepid Sant Johns towne, which is from Eden- 
bourgh on that other fide of tire Scotttfo Sec, the which is vulgarly 
clepid the Water of Lethe. Yn the myddis of the way tharc. arofc a 
woman of Yreland, diat clepid herfelfc as a fothfayer. The which 
anonc as Ihc faw the Kyng, Ihe cried widi lowde voife, fayng thus, 
“ My Lord Kyng, and ye pafe this Water, ye lhall never turne ayane 
on lyve.” The Kyng heryng this was aftonyed Of her wordis j for 
bot a litiU to fore he had red yn a prophefie, that fti the fclfe iame 
yere the Kyng of Scottes fhuld be flayne. And thi^n^thaU the Kyng 
as Ire rode clepid to him oonc Of his knytthtfe, iind i^iave hym yn co- 
(naundment to tome ayane to fpeke with dw Womibji;> and afic of here 
what Iheo wold, and what thyng Ihco Witk Her lowd c^jbg ? And 
foeo began, and told hjro as ye haft .lh^ of tbC Kynge of Scottes, yf 

* Sic. Roxburgh. 
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he paffcd that water. As now the Kyngc a(kkl her how fiieo knew that ? 
And fheo faid that Hutharttold her fo; “ Sire,” quod ho, “ men tnay 
“ calant y tak non hede of yond womans wordes, for fheo nys hot a 
“ druukine fule, and wot not what fheo faith.”# And fo with his folk 
palTid the water, clepid the Scottiflhe Sec, toward Saynt Johnnes 
towne, bott iiii myks I’rom the cuntreth of the Wild Scottes; where, 
yn a clofe of Blakfriars withowt the faid towne, the Kyng held a gret 
fed. 

Where upon a day, as the Kyng plaid at the chcfics with oone of 
his kiiyghtis, whome yn playng wife he clepid Kyng of Love, for he 1 
was a lufti man, full amorous, and much mcdelcd hym with loves’ 
arte. Aiid as hit came the Kyng to ntynd of the prophecie fpokyne 
tofore, die Kyng faid to this knyghr, “ Sir Kyng of Love,” quod he, 
“ liit is nat long agone fith I redd a prophcciej fpokyne of tofore, that 
“ I faw how that this yere fhuld a kyng be flaync yn this land. And 
“ ye wotc wcle Sir Alexander, there be no mo kynges yn this rcume 
“ bot ye and I j therfor 1 <owncfeU you that ye be well ware, for I 
“ let you wit that Ii|iall ordeyne for my mre kcpyng fufficiendy, I truft 
“ to God, fo lam pndir yourc kynghoodand yn the fcrvice of Love.” 
And thus the Kyng yn his folas plaid-with the knyght, 

Withyh fhort tyme after 4 his, the Kyngbeyng in his charabur, talk- 
yng and playng with the Lordes^ knyghtis, and fquyers, that were 
abowte hyme, fpak cf many dyvers maters. Amonges was ther 
fquyer that was right ^K;ceptable to the Kyng, tiiat fpeke, and faic^ 
” For fothc My Lord,” quod he, 5 ‘ me dremed varelyc to nyglit that 
“ Sir Robert Grame Ihuld hafe llayne you/' And that licryng the 
Erie of Orkeney dioo warnyd the fquycr> tljat he fhuld hald his peace, 
and tell nanc fuch tales yn the Kynges prefcnee. And therwith the 
Kyng herying this fquyers dreme, remembred hymfelfe how that fame 
nyght how* had a fweyvyn Oepyngs and femyd to Iwm varaly that 
a crucU ferpent, - and an horribiU to^, affailid hym furioufly yn his 
kyngcs-chambur j and how he was fore afright and aferd of hym, and 
that he had nothyng wherwith he myght focoure and defend hymfelfe j 
bot oonly a pairc of t^uiges that ftudyn yn the chymneth. 

And many other'tokyns,-and ,.taiies, liche to this, the which now 
may well be demyd by vvay dem^ftracions, and alfo pronofticacioiB 
to the Kyng, of nis deth and-murdur, had he or the tyme of his deth 
fell. Alfo oone of kynges craitours, clepid Criftofere Chawmebur, 
that was a fquyer of Ac; Dukes hous of Albayne, iii tymes he dri^h 
hym to the Kynges prefenoe, for he wold haf playnely opynd, and told 
hym of the puq^ of aUf the trsMOurs, that wer aboute to murdure 
hyme, bycai^ that the Kyng withowt any caufc hand hym rightfiilly f. 

* Heo? 

f This, and feveral other fcntences, are moft obicarely exprelTcd. 

And 
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^d'thusj as ftit is faid/by the old wife fadirs, tlwny years or we wetr 
borne, v/hat thyng that defly-ned to a perlon, be hit kte be hit forie, 
at the laft ever hit cumytlf: 

Thus, after this, cihe faft apporoch the nyght, yn the whith the 
faid James Stward kyngof Scottes fliuld fdfely hym unwitt\mg, fufFure 
his horribill deth by murdore tWs which is pitethat any gentili or gocle 
juan to tliynk upon. So both afore foper, and long aftirc ynto qimru i- 
•of the nyghf, in the whith the Erie of Athetelles, and Robert Stward, 
were aboute the Kyngj where thiiy wer occupied att the pkyng of tlie 
cheffe, att the tables, yn redyng of Romans, yn fyngyng, and pypyng, 
ynhaipyng; and in other honeR folaces, ofgrcce pleaiafice and’diV- 
port. Therwith camc^hc faid woman of Yrcland, that clepid hcrfelf 
a dyvenoiircfe, and entred the Kynges courte, till that Ihe Came 
ftreght to the Kynges chambur dore^ where fbeo Hood, and abode by- 
caufc that hit was fhitte. And faft.ftieo knokyd till at the laft the 
uslher opynd the dure ^ marvelyng of that woman’s beyng there that 
tyme of the nyght, and afkyng here what fhco woW? “ Let me yu 
“ Sire,” quod flieo, “ for I haf fumwhat to fay, and tO’ tell unto the 
“ Kyng ; for I am the fame woman that noght long agone defirid to 

haf fpokyn with hyrn, at the Lith, ‘whah he Ihuld paffi: die Scottifli 
“ Sec.” The usfhcr went yn, and toW hym of this woman. Yea,” 
quod the Kyng, “ let hir cumc to'morrow?’' byCaulc that he was oc¬ 
cupied with fuclie difportes at that tyihc, hym lit not to entend her as 
menne. The uslher came ayanc to the chamber dote, to the faid 
woman; and there he told hir that the Kyng was. befyh in playng j and 
bid her cum foo aywie upon themorowf *^'Well,’' faid'the woman, 
“ hit lliall repent yow all, that ye wil nat let me Ipekc nowc with the 
“ Kyng#” Therat the uslher lughe, and Held her Imt a fule, chargyng 
her to go her way. And therwithall Iheo went thwis. '' 

Withyn an owre the Kyng afleid the voidee; and drank, the travers 
yn the chambure edraw, and every man depairdd and went to rid. 
Than Robert Stward, that was right famylicr With the Kyng, and had 
all his commandementes yn the chamber, was the fed: that departid ; 
and he knewe well the falfe purveid trcifonj and was cohfentid therto* 
and therfore left the Kynges chamburs doore opync j and had brufled 
and blundird the lokes of hem, yn filch wife that no myght Ihute 
hem. And abowt mydnyght h^^ak^■certayne pkunches, and hurdelles, 
over the diches of the diche that environd the gafdyOC of the chambure, 
upon which the faid traitours entred. Tfiat k to fay the forfaid Sir 
Robert Grame, with other of hia'-covyne ynto the riowmbre of Thre 
Hundred! perfons; the Kyng that fame tymc therftotidyng, in his nyghr 
gownc, all unclothid fave his fljirr, ’hk-cape, his combe, his covcrchif, 
his fiirrid pynlbns * upon the forme, and the foote Iheet; fo ftondyng 

' • Slipper*.' 
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afor the' chymney pfciyng with the Qwene, and other ladis and gentii - 
women with here i caft ofFe his nyght gowne,* for to have gone to 
bedd. • c, <• 

But he harfcynd, and hard grcte noifc withottt, and grete clatcryng 
of harnych, and men armyd, with grete fight of torches. Than he 
rcmembred hym, and ymagynd anone that hit Ihuld be [the] falfc 
tratours knyght, his dcedy enemy. Sir Robert Grame. And fodenly 
the Qwene, with all the other ladis and gentilwomen,' rane to the' 
chawmber dure, and fonde hit opyne j and thay wold have lliitt hit, 
bot the lokes wer fo blundrid, that thay nethir cowth ne myght fliut 
hit. The Kyng prayd hem to kepe the fame dore as welc as thay 
myght, and he wold do all his myght to kepe hym to withftond the 
falfe malice of his traitours and enmys j he I'uppoifyng to have breftyn 
the ferrements of the chaumbur wyndos, bot thay wer fo fqware, and 
ftrongli fowdid yn the ftonys with moltyne ledc, that thay myght not 
be broftync-for hym, withowtyn more and ftrenger helpc. For which 
■caiife he was ugly aftonyed, and in hys mynd kouth thynk on none 
other focoure, bot ftart to the chymney, and toke the tonges of yren 
that men rightid the fire with, yn tyme of heede; and undir his fete 
he myghtily brett up a plaunch of the chaumbur fiore, and therwitliall 
cuvefia hyni ayanci and entred adowne lowe bencth amongis th’ ordure 
of the privay* that was all of hard ftonc, and none wyndow ne islhue 
theriipon, fave a fitill fquare hole, even at the fide of the bothum of the 
pryvay, at Ihe makyii^ dier^ old tyme was levid opyne to elenfe 

•and ferratf the Aid privay. By the wluch the Kyng myght well efcapidj 
bot he rnkSd tb let-ftop hit well Hi dayes afore hard with ftone, bicaufe 
that #hane playd> there at the pawrne, the baUis that he plaid withe 
oft'rahfit yrt'ackhat-fowte hok,- for thcr ordenyd withowt a faire 
pla^g place'fof dk Kyng. 

Anid father forthO Kyng nether refehows, rie remedie, bot thcr he 
■mult abide, tllasthe whUeF The'traitburs withtowtlaid at the chaum'- 
bw* dor's, ‘ahd^at'the ptivay dote alfo, with wawis, with levours, anti 
thatthe-'laft' thay brak up all, and entred, (bycaufe the 
f^^lHutte,) yfifh fwerdes, axisj glavls, billes, and other 
teWiftill’tod ferefafi-'wepohSiV AmOnges the grete prefc of the which 
tWfttOuh, tHey'i|Wa fairfc lady'fore hurt ym the bak; and other gentih 
jweifien hurt'jfctffoit^ wfahdid.-^ With die which the ladis, antf all the 
■j#Mhen, mayd’a ferbtt^Ull Ikrye, and rane away for the hides ftre of 
chbbDilloH&‘ and’^erciles men ofarmOs; The traitouts furioufly palled 
forth yhtb^ tlianiilbures/and founde die Qwene fo dilinaki and abaffid 
of thi^hloriibill^ aOef feHull gnvemance, that Ihc "cowth nether fpeke, 
*withdra!wb'b»!re'. And as iho>ftode thcr fo aftonyd, as a -cryature 
that had loft here kyndly reafon, oone of the tr^tours wowndid here 

full 



APPENDIX^ 

full vilanyfly, and w<dd have flayjie here, ;flc had nw bene oone of Sir 
Robert Grame’s fones, that thus fmk ito hytn and faid.,‘f.What wolj 
“ ye dow, for fhame of yourc felfe ! to the Qwne ? Slieo is bot a 
womane. Let ms go and fech.the^KytJg.”: And then not wityng 
wele what Ihco did, or Ihuld do, for,.that.JcrfuUiind terribill affray, 
fledd yn hirkirtill, her mantell hangyng aboute Idtt. the other ladyqs yn 
a corner of the chaumbur, cryyng and wepyng, 411 diftraite made a 
pitous and lamentable nofc with full bevy lokyng.and chere. 

And thcr the traitours fought the Kyng yn all the chaumbur abowte., 
yn the withdrawyng ihaijmburs, .yo the litters, pndir the preffes, the 
fourmes, the chares, and all other, places, bot long they befily fougltt 
the Kyng. Bot they couth nat fynd hym, for they; nether knew nc re- 
membred the privay. The Kyng heiyog of,long tyme no noyfc, nc 
ftiryng of the traitours, wende and demyd that thay had all begone> 
cryed to the wemen that they ihuld cume with Ihettes, and drawe hym 
up owt of that uncleyne place of the privay. The wemen at his callyng 
came fail to the pryvay dore, d»t was nat fliutt, .and fo tha opynd hit 
with labure. And as they were abowte ward to, helpe upe. the Kyng, 
oone of the ladis, clepid Elizabeth Douglas,- fell ynto thejpryvay to the 
Kyng. Therwith pone of the faid traitours, called Robert ••Chaum¬ 
bur, fuppoifid varaly (ith thay couth nat yn none of sail the fayd 
chautnburs, the Kyng, that he of neffeflSte had hyd hyni yp the pryvay. 
And therefore he faid to his lelawes, if Sks” .^quod he, ‘‘ w^^rto fto^ 
“ we thus idill, and Icfe owre tyme, pafor the'gauftjthat be fumpe 
forehid ? Cumith on furth wijh-me^, a@d I '^aH..f9d^Ht(^ yO!U whet 
“ the Kyng is.” For the fame, ,Thorttt8 *tCh^umi^r had-l^e afore 
right familier with the Kyng yn all places; and,ilhQl^lte knepfehe 
ail the pryvay corners pf .thoo chaumburw,. he^weat^ fo^ 

ftreght to the fame pryvay where the Kyng was;-; a^ perfavyd welc an 
fa we how a plaunch of thte, ^urewas' brokyp up, .apd lift lut up,, and 
with a torch lokyd ynne, and faW thc Kyng tber, and;* woipan with 
hyme. Sayng to his felows, “ Sirs the fpowa is foyndon, whedbre 
“ we bene cumne, and all this nyght-Jhaf carpldi hejEfr’’ ThprwitiMll 
oone of the faid tirantes and traitouighi Piepid' Sir . Jpl^JHalh dcibendid 
downe to the Kyng, with a grcte.<knyf yn hia handj/and , th4..Kypgj 
dowtyng.hym fore of his Ji^ k^ght l^m myghtilyrby Ae iHuldurs, 
• and with full grete violence caft hytftunilcp.bis/ iefefj V.Fosr the Kypg 
war, of his parfone and ftature, a,ownc right; tnaijly;flrpng»s And fcyyng 
anodter of that Hallia hrethyrnftAaid theiKyngAad.lhP^ fectiyre .ofKym, 
went downe ynto the pryvayiajfe, de%©y;.tli«>Kyhg^ Apd 

anone as he was ther defccxwlidj- the Kyng manl^. bjs the 

and cail hym |jbove d^t mother,} ‘and defowlid hem bpA 
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iindir Tiynie, that all a lorig-mbneth after men myght fee how ftrongiy 
the Kyng had holdyn hem by the throtes. And grctcly the 4 Cyng 
llrogild with-hem,'fdit to have berevyd thamc tharc knyvys; by the 
which labiir his hantlis wer all forhute. Bot and the Kyng had bene 
yn a)|y wife arrayd, he myght well have cfcapid thare malice, by the 
Icngthc of his fightyng v/ith thoo ii falfe traitoiirs. Fot yf the Kyng 
myght any while lengar have favyd hymfclfe, his fervahtes, and much 
other pcple of the towne, by fume fortune fliuld haf had fume knaw- 
clcge therof, and foo haf cumne to his focoure hclpc. Bot, cllas the 
while, hit wol notvbe..! Fortune 'Jvas to hym adverfe, as yn preferwyng 
of his life any longer. f . 

Thcrwithall that odyus and falfe traitour Sir Robert Gramc, feyng 
the Kyng labord fo fore with thoo two falfe traicours, which he had call 
undir bis fett, and that he wer faynt and wery, iutd that he was we- 
ponelele, the more pite was, defeenden downe alfo ynto the pryvey to 
the Kyng, with an horribiU and mortall wepone yn his hand. And 
then the Kyng cried h3rm mercy; “ ThoW cruell tirant,” quod Grame 
to hym, thou hadeft* nevyr mercy of lordes borne of thy blodc, ne 
of non other gentilinan, .that came yn thy dawngcr. Therfor no 
“ mercy lhalt thow have here.” Thane faid the Kyng, “ I bcfech 
“ the that, for the faSvacioa of roy foule, ye woU let me have a con- 
“ felTore.” jQuod'Vthe' faid Grame, “Thow fhalt never have other 
“ confcflbre bot this fame fwerd.” And thcrwithall he fmotc hym 
thorogh the body, ami riierwithall the goode kyng fell downe, and la- 
mentaWf with a pitoos voyGC'be cried hym oft mercy, and bchight to 
gyf h3rm half bys' kyngdam, and much other good, to fave his lif. 
And ibcn^the fiud' Grame, leyng his Kyng and^bveran Lord ynfor- 
tunedwith fo mueh defeyfe, angwcfli, and forov^, wold hafe fo levyd, 
and done Jiym no morc'harme. The other ^traitors above, perceyvyn’g 
that, fayd onto the fayd Sir Robert, “ We behote the faithfully, bot 
" yf thow fle hym, or thow depart, thow lhalt dye for hym on owre 
handys fone dowtlefc;” And then the faid Sir Robert, with the 
other two that defoendid firft downe, fell upon that noble prynce, and 
yn ftlll horribUl Mnd -cruell wife they miirdrid hym. Ellas tor forow, 
tha^ fo'ynmdorabijr crueltc'^and vengance fhuld be done to that 
worthy prynce, fcf hit was reportid by true perfons that fawe hym 
dede, that^he had fixtcnc dedcly woundes yn his breftc, withowtyn 
many and otter y?dywrfe places of’his body. 

And hit is reterfid and remendored, yn the hiftoriall and trewe 
at>nicles of Scotceland, that yn the felf fame place, by old tyme 
paflSsd, there haf laene iii kynges of Scotces flayne 

* A faUc. Not one king i» coiamemorated as having been flain at Perth. 
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And wbcne this abhominaWe Snd-horrible honiycidie, ‘attd fdlfe 
treafon of this crydiiAurdur, was thus done, the faid trakoiirs lought 
the Qwenc j and yn thare furous crudt)^ wbld hafe flaync her, yn the 
fame wife. Bdt God, of his grace and goodnesj -prelcrvyd and kejie 
here owt of tharc handis. And upon this lh« node anile, and fprang 
owt, both yntn the cosine, atid ynto the to'wne**'of that horribifl 
doyng and faite, of that at the faid traitours hadi|0'doirie. - And anone 
forthwith all the Kynges fervantcsyi-that were, yn his faid courr,. 
and all the other peple of the &mc towne, with oonc will and oone 
alFcnt, as the Kynges trewe tnen, and his liege fubjeftes,' oomone with 
force and amics, with many a torch, and other ligbtis, and hpproclied 
the Kynges court. A«d whene die traitours lard the notfe and ro- 
more of thofc comones, thay with ;all haft poOibill fled.. Bot yit yn 
tliare withdrawyngj orthaye were fully paflfed the diches of the Kyngts 
place, a worthy knyght that was called Sir Davy Dunbairc, he- allone, 
aferied and purfiied hem, and with his owne hand floghc oonHof hem*, 
and another he fore woundid. And as lie faughi with them'yn thaire 
flryng, tluy kut of thre of his fyngurs of his oont hand, and fore- 
woundid hym upon his hed. And thay flogh an otlicr yong mane of 
the Kyngys ghaumbur,^tliat was good grome.. -, 

Ami yn this wyfe Sir Robert Grame* with all the other traitours, 
efcapid, and droghe hem to the cuntpeth of the'Wild Scottes. ■ And 
thay faid amonges hemlelfe, “ Ellas why flbg^e 'we not the Qwene 
“ alfo; for and we had lb done we fhuWchave bene out of muchc 
“ difeafe, and trobill, which wc bene now Uch to have. 'Witb^hcre 
“ we have caufc gretcly to drede here, left flieo woU phiffpe, and la- 
“ btiurc for to do v^ance upon hus.” And fodi hit Was thC'Qwene 
did I'uchc diligence a* purfuet, ay anil the faid felonoucc trmtours, Aat 
withyne a mo'neth next aftir that fo abhomynablc murdure, thay were 
all takyn, and byhedid at Edynburghe. The Qwene did hirfelte' grete 
worfliip for here trew acquirable. Hit hath not oft becne fene^^slb fo- 
deynly vengaunce takyn upon lb horribill and a cracll ded. ' 

For furft was takyn Sir Robert Stuard, and Criftbfere Chaumbur^; 
and lad ynto ftrong prilbne withyne the Caftell of Edyiibur^; and 
after by the fentance of the law diay were drawnci /imd h^gid, And- 
quarterd. Furft ther was ordenyd a cart, wlicfupon 1?as ftt ajawfC'trf 
grete heght, that was maid of tree. To the which crofle-thc faid 
Robert Stuward was faft boundon,. ftondyr^ upright all nakjdi iboundon 
to the bak of the fame, nothyng upon hem bot thare pryvay clothes. 
The hongman there ftondyng above with hem,, havyng in his handis 
a paire lharpe tangis, witlt the which he twitched and all. to tare tharo' 
fkynne and flcslh, that the blode yn full grete quantite ranne downc 
from hem,, that pitc was to fee. For thay fuffird paciendy-all the 
crucll paynes^f tuhnentrye, that thay put hem to j and faid unto the 
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faid. hongman; ■” DoWC Wmtcvcr ye will, fi>r wc bene gilti, and haf 
“ welidcferyyd lubtbis payne&l detli, and inwyfe, and muche more.”: 
And thus-wer.th^igddj pyRcbcd andpayned, by all the Aretes, and 
thorowe outc Edynburgh. At the latt thay lad on hegh, .afore the 
CouneceU-dvows, clepid the Gildhall, there abydyng an cure and more, 
that aU the peple myght behold and wondhr on hem. After that 
thay were drawjn with hordes, ad the townej all thay cam till a place 
wher was fet ane hegbe; ynftrumcnt*of tymbirc, upon which balaftriars 
and bowyers ufyn to hong thare barnyiHiid bowes t» drie ayanft the 
funne*. Where Ac fayde hoi^tnah tokc a rope, and knyt hit faft aboute 
tlwire birftes, undre thairc luutneholes', and drew hera to Ae hegjjcft 
place of that ynlbiifflemi and thay Acre fo hongyng ctmfcffKl opunly 
to ^1 the warld ad the confiAation of the Kynges dcAe, from poynt 
topoytt.. And from Acife thay were caried the middis of th^ 
markcA^lacc there, where was ordyned an hie Ikaffald, upon which 
wiA aiiibld rufty axe the faid hongman fmot of thare hedes, and 
there quartard hem. And yn this wyfc was exfecucion done upon 
hem bothc, and Aane liedtics fet upc of Ac gates of Sent Johannes 
Towne. . 

Soone after this was takyn the Erie of Attetclles, the Erie of 
Angwis j and laid ynio Ae cailxll of Edenbtijghe to prifonc. Tliis 
fame Eric of Athetelles was endited, arreyned, and dampned. Bot 
bycBufc of Aat this was nighc the fefte of Pafeue, the croffe was takyn 
adownci and he lad to the polour yn Ae towne, and ther was he faft 
boundon, and a corone of papir put upon his hed, the which was all 
abowte depaynedd wiA jubcttcs, and for the more difpite and ihame 
to hym was writync with Acs -.wordes,- T^^itour, Traitour, 
Traitour. The BusAope of Urbinatc, legsw of owrc Holy Fadir 
Ae Pope, then beyng in Scottcland, upon his ambaflite, hard thare 
conftflions. And then evyn forAwith the faid Erie of Athetelles was 
heded s »bot he went alwas to have grace and pardon, unto the tyme 
Aat Ac har^an had hym upon the AalFald, to be Aere and Aen hedid. 
For he coOKiSd, and-faid that he was not yn no wyfe conlentyng ne af- 
fentyng to Ae Kynges deA} but that he knew therof long, and kcptc 
lut couneleU, bycMife Aat Sir Robert Stuward, that was oone of the 
gretteft tndtoursi was his fonnes fonne, and th^ore he told hit not to 
the Kyng. Bot yit nevyre Ac Icffc when Ais Sir Robert wift . therof, 
and told hit to the Erie of Athetelles of Ae Kynges deth, he hlamyd 
hyme fore, and defendid hym that in.no wyfe fljiftd he be confentyng 
to none fuch murdure of bis Soyeran Lord: weynyng veraly that nether 
he, ne none of all Ae other, Ae which bene reherfid afore, wold 
never have done that murdure yn efl^e. And lb Ae faid Erie told, 
and confeOid, at his lyvys end{ and his hed, coroned wiA a corone 
of y^ae, Rtmdyng upm »)|Nue y» Ae inydAs.of Edenbuighe,. 

After 
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Afte*’ this Sir Robert Gramci with many otlier traitours of his 
coveenc, beyng in captyvyte, were ladde to the towne of Strivellcn, 
and there were thay tourmentcd and put to thedeth. The fatd Sir 
Robert Gramc ftondyng there, at the wher liev was tofore enditid of 
treifon afore the Juftiee and the Jawe there, <apon, his araynment, 
faid playnely that thay had no lawe to,d0 hyra to deth, for he iaid he 
had nat offendit, bot flayce the Kyng-'his dedely enmyc * for fay his 
letturs, fealed with his feaie of armes, long tyme afore he had defyed 
the Kyng, and rcnouncid his legeaunce, for caufes reafonables as lie 
faid. And yf thay wold do hym lawe after the ftatoytes of arme.s, 
thay Ihiild delyver hym, and let hym go qwite, bicaofe the Kyng 
wolti have deftruyd hym yf he had myght. And thiis yn that he faid 
he did no wrong nor fynne, bot ooly that lieflov^Ke Codes criature, 
his enemye. All thes reafons nether couth nc -myght fuffice for his 
cxcufe, the which he pcrceyvyd wele yn all wife of tharc wirchynges. 
This fame Sir Robert Grame, with manly hart and wele avifid, as a 
mane wele ynftrufte yn lawe and letturc, laid thes wondes ftandyng at 
the bare afor the Juges, all the peplc there ailcmbled that caufe 
tlic fclfe tyme. “ O yc all fo fynfull, wreched, and mercilelc Scot- 
“ tisllic folkefswithoiitc prudens, and full replet of nnaviiid folie, I 
“' know wele that I (hall nowe dye, and»ma iwte youre venom- 

“ ous judiciall handes j for by will, and not be right ne lawe, ye have 
“ dampned my bodye to the dethe, the which God fuffrethe me at 
“ this tyme to refave of you, for no defairt of this accufacion that ye 
“ condempne me ynne nowe, bot for other offences and treljias, that 
“ I Vii the vayne tymes of my youth have dilpleafid hyme ynne. 
“ Yit dout y nat thayre foall fe the daye and the tyme, that yc lhail 
“ pray for my foiile,^r the grete gotid that I have done to you, and 
“ to all this reaume of Scottland, that I have thus ftayne and dely- 
“ veryd you of lb cruell a tirant, tlie gretteft enemye the Scottes or 
“ Scottland myght have, confideryng his unftaunchable covetilc, ya 
“ his youth, ayenft all nature, his tirannye ynmefurablesj without pite 
“ or mercy to fibbe or to freme, to hie or to lawe, to poure or to 
“ riche.” 

All thes rhynges the faid Sir Robert Grame, with many wher yn- 
convenyences, he reherfitl there ayanlt the Kyng j tlie whichc rcher-r 
lale wole be ynne Scotteland many a yerc here after. For he was a 
mane of grete hart and manhodc, and full dil'crcte, and a grete Icgilkr 
of lawe pofitive, and canone, and civile bothe. Yit for all that, at 
tijc lafl: he was dampned tliere by the Juges of the deth. . This wa.s 
the fentaiice of the jugesnicnt there fhuld be brought a cart, yn the 
mydward of the whichc there Ihuld be fette fall, a tree uperight, longer 
then a manej and with that fame knyf that he flouglic the Kyng with- 
all, was Jiis liand all upon heghc nalid. fall to ihar ixce, and lb was lie 
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had thorough Otite the townc» That edoonc the hangmane war com'* 
mandidy’ with that fefne knyfei to kut of that hana frome the arme. 
After diat he witt nalid nakynd^ as he was firft' bbrne of his modir, 
dra^it Atirghe fhe towne withowte cocrtiute'trf' atiy parte of his body, 
as iiatait broO^t hym foKh frOlh his mo<lpiih»oi^e, aftd ^ the fame 
wife lad^ thoirgh all the ftreies' of to#y |^ iijd' thc tourmentoOrs 
oni^OVcry fide hymj M^the liookl 3 *ynfttunteb|tes of yryne, foyre'hote 
all red glowyng, ppchid and ti^ched his theghis, his legges^ 
bis armesi "his udesi^is oll^e,: hts hcke, his wornbcj and 

over all his'lokc upon, whcr 
thay fuppoifid topft to hk was to any 

mans’ kynd to*TOr^)fi%'^i^piiMl^gl^^ abhOtnynable to le. 

With the yfti^Kjft^te?-j^ne of tunOcait, he tried then pitoOfly withe 
dcdcly voice,' fOr the panys tmd pafibns Aat he- fo fuffird, layhg to them 
that may did^that dttafe to hym a]tehft the layte j ’ ** fhb that ye done 
** to me is Ocml^ by rigOure of ynmcfiirable tyrannye.' All the warld 
** may ckpc-y*^ Semites timites, foir mahekyod “may not withe tlie 
lif fuffur neyiimMe the payttefuti wid tiiranuots'tourmentrye that ye 
“ put me Ohtoi I (fodte me foil fore that, ahd ye contynoe thus youre 
“ tOutmentes^^On ihy wfetehed perlbn, that for thtrpayne ye will 
cOnftrajne'fue tO/rehye my Creature. And yf I fo doo I appell you 
“ afor G^, tho Tile ahd-‘*Ghyf' Juge of all manekynde after there 
defertes at the unyverfal dome, that ye bene the varay caufc of the 
“Tofle of my faule.” ' - 

Thurghe foe wKiche ^echc Ibrae of the Lordes, fo abidyng upon 
the execudon of tins laid Sir Robert Gramc, moevid of pite let tak 
him doune. And as he was all nakyd lappid yn a rough Scottisflic 
mantel], and caft hym ayane, with a grete violence, ynto fore and full 
hard prifbhe. 

In thevfmeane tyme many of the other traitours were boweUl all 
qwik, and afterwatd were quarterd, as wele thay that receyvid tiie faici 
Sir Robert, as thay that were with hym. Whane the exfccution of 
the laid traifon- was done, and many of tha that w'erc with hym an 
the day of the Kyng confeffid, whane thay were Ipokync to go with 
the faid Sir Robert Grame, hit was not told unto hym of no purpos 
that was takyn for to deftruye the Kyng, and put hym to dethc ■, bot 
hit was laid unto hem that thay Ihuld go with hym, to ravisflic a fairc 
lady oute of the Kynges houfe, whame the faW Sir Robert Stuward 
ihuld have weddid the next day folowyng. 

And after this thay ladd j^tfounes the faid Sir Robert Grame to 
the place where he Ihidd dye. And fodeynely thay droughe away 
foe mantall, to the which all his woundes were hardyned, and 
clave faft with his Mode dried therto; forwith the faid payne he fcle 
downd yn a fwonyng, and fo lay along on the ground more than a 
quarter of an owre. And then he revivid, and qwykynd ayanc, feyng 
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that ryvyng away fo fodcinly and rudely of that mantcll Vas to hym 
grcttcr paync than any other that [he] had fuffird afore. And after 
this, for the more^ grefe and forow to, hyme, diay bowcld his fonne 
all quyke, and quarterd hym afor his ai^ drewe owt lus hart of 
his body: the* which Iiartc lepc thnife.mOfiC than a.fote of heghte, 
after hit was drawen owte of his body;^ icmblable wife the hang- 
mane droughe owte all his bpwellos, aqd.qqarKrd hyni, and many 
other moo after hynte.; i ; , > .. 

Bot the kit of all Thomas Hafe was hedidj for as hit yw knawen 
and veraJy will by proof he was the* pryncip^ and theTyiKtt caufe of 
the Kynges deth. The fayd Chaombuir had thC|ftrtng^ hart of all 
the other, fi# he never repentid hyrh Kyn^ deth. The hede 
of hym, and the right hand, ftande fafte halid at iM^urghe, undir tiic 
Erles hede of Athetclles. ' ' " : . 

And thus endyn thes forofull and pitous : and ail mene 

faye that the unfacionable ^ovetifo was the ^ of the 

Kynges dethe. Therforc.^nces flmld take 4 i 6 defcand drawe it to 
tliare memorie of Maiftre Johanes de Moigne coutii^, thus laid yn 
Frenche langagc, 11 neft patJim .de Jm pays^ quy dejm pipk n'^ amez^ 
the which is thiismuche to mecne, yn Qurc Englesme tqnge, * A grctc 
prynce may have no more vice, he hyipe to greyC; fhanne a varite. 
He nys no lord yn his cuntre, that of his mrae hath ftp lufe/ Leve 
ye me, 

For wele may he be called a Lord, ; 

Wham that his pcple love of rccoid.. 

Merk this wclc I you befechc. 

Adieux. To God I you beteche. ■ , , 

And thus nowe here endethe this moft pitevous .cronicle, of th’or- 
ribill dethe of the Kyng of Scottes, tranflated oute of Latync 
into oure moders Englisflie tong, bi youre, fymple ftfoget John 
Shirley, in his lafte age, after his fymplc underftondyng, whiche 
he recommendethc to your fupportacione and correccion, as 
that youre gentilncfe vowchethe fafe for his excufe, &c^ 
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N® XIV. Coronation Oath, and Oaths of fidelity^ and homage, 
1445*. MS. Harl. 4700. 

Forma Juramenti Reps fuis trihus Jhatihus, See. 

I SALL be lelc and trew to Got! and Haly Kirk, and to the Thrc 
Eftatis of my realt». And ilk eftate kepe, defende, and governe, m 
thair awn Iredomc and privilege, at my gudly power, dllr the lawis 
and cuftmnis of .realm. The law, cuftunie, and ftatutis of the 
realm, neythor tQ.<dj|^nor to mynifs, without the confent of die Thre 
Eftatis. And nati|Bj^to wirk j na ule, tuichingthe commoun proftit 
of the realm, but^Bifent of the Thre Eftatis. The law and totuts, 
maid be my forbearis, keip and ufc in all punfls, at all my power, 
till all my leigis in all things, fi that thai repung nocht agane the 
faith. Sa help me God, and this halydome. Sec. 

Forma fidelitatis prelatorum. 

I fall be lele and trew to you, my Liege Lord, Schir James King of 
Scottis. And faU nocht heir your fcaith, nor fe it, but I fall lat it, at 
all my power, and warn you therof. Your confell heil that ye fchaw 
me: The beft confale I can to gif to yow, quhen ye charge me in verbo 
Dei.. And als help me God, and haly ewangelis See. 

Juramentum Baronum, et ipforum bomagii juramentum. 

I B. bccumis your man as my King, in land, lif, licht, and lym, 
and warldlis honour, fewtie, and lawtie, aganis all that leif and dee may j 
your confale celand that ye fchaw to me. The beft conlale gevand, 
geif ye charge me. Your fcaith nor difhonour to heir, nor ft, bot I 
fell lat it, at aU my gudlic power, and warn yovyr therof. Sa help 
me God &c. 


Forma fidelitatis Juramenti Regi. 

I fell be lele and trew to yow, my Liege Lord, Schir James King 
of Scotland., I fell nother heir your fcaith, nor fe it, bot I fell lat it 
at my power, and warn you -therof. Your confell fchewin to me I fell 
Gonceiue. The beft confell I can I fell gif yow, quhen ye charge me 
therwith. Sa help me God &c. 

* Seepage 160 of this volume. In the ms. of our old laws here quoted thefe 
curious forms occur juft before the Setup Lawis. 

Thir 
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Thlr foirfaid aithis wes maid in the parliament begunnyng at Perth, 
the xiiij day of Junij, the yer &c. xlv, and continewit to Edinburgh, 
as eftir followis. Thair wes ^vin dome apoun the King’s rcbclloris. 
Schir James Stewart knycht wes laucMully fummond to compcir befor 
our foveran lord the Kmg, and his parliament, for cryme conmiittit 
till his Majeftic, and for rcbcllioun: quhilk fummonds lauchfully 
previt, and he divers tymis callit, and nocht comperit. The parlia¬ 
ment has decretit and determynit that all and findry movable guds, 
lands, and pofleffiouns, pertening to him, ar the King’s efehet, Icfs 
than he be cum within yeir and day, and underga the law, and that 
wes gevin ^ dome *, &c. 


* Follow the oaths of baillies, and bntMfles, of fidelity to the king, and to the 
interefts of the town, &c. The cloie of the baillie’s is, ** Sa help me God. and myn 
awn hand, and this halidome, and all halydomes, and all jbt God maid on vi days, 
and vii nychts, under erd and abone.” 
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N ’ XV. Ordinances of War^ ijfued by William earl of Douglas 
/« 1448. Titus F. Xlil, f. V. 39. 

The Statuts of Scotland to be obfcrvcd'in time of warr, &:c. fett 
ciowne at LinclodanC, by all the lords, freholders, and beft bor¬ 
derers of Scodand, Anno Domini 1448 5 by the comaundment of 
Earle William of Duglaffc, which were ufed in the rime of black 
Archibald of Duglas, and Archibald his fonne. 

Earle William s^ DuglalTe caufed all the lards and borderers to 
fwere, that they flioud obferve and keepe &c. the ftatuts cniuinge, 
Earle William of Duglafle, the lords, and eldeft borderers, made 
certane ofTences treafon &c. which were nocht treafon before. 

No manner of perfon (hall entercomon with any Englifhe man or 
woman, cither in England or Scotland, nor with anie prifoner that 
lhall enter'into Scodand, without fpeciall licence of the Warden, or 
his deputie. 

W'^hen ane holl entereth into Scodand*, yf anie for coveteoulhes 
depart from the hoft, the goodes that he getteth fliall be to the go- 
vernour, or devided amongft the complaynecs; and himfelf to be ufed 
as a traitor. 

Yf anie doe departe from his lord or maifter, in his outgoying or 
home comyng, lhall be deemed a traitour. 

Noe perfon lhall fteale, or forrey, without direftion of the chief- 
taine, nor Ipeake with anie Englilhman without leave of die governour 
of the hoft, under paine of treafon. 

When the hoft alighteth, yf anie contrarie to comaundement re- 
maine on horfcback, this offence is treafon; and the goodes which 
fuch offendours gett, or prifoners which diey tak, the two parts lhall 
be his maifters, and the third the governour’s of the hoft. 

The hinderors of ordering the hofte, and difobedience to the officers 
appointed for that purpofe, (/r) -j- 
After that the Scotts intend an invafion into England, or the Englilh- 
men into Scotland, whofoever lett his prifoner paffe out of Scodand to 
goe home into England, lhal be deemed a traitour. 

In anie chace yf ane tak his fellowe’s horfe, and cither purfuc 
wherbie he takes prifoners or other goodes, the owner of that horfe 
lhall have the moytie: which horfe yf the taker bring him not back, 
and tye him to the ftak where he found him, yt is treafon, ether 

* Sic. England. , f Treafon. ms. Harl. 4700. 

fee 



APPENDIX. 

fee yf alTone as he comes home, he prodame not that horfc att the 
market croflfe, and deliver him to the iheriff or fteward of that place, 
it is treafon. 

Whofoever after he be once in the fipld departe, and abideth not 
the uttermoft, his goods are forfeited, and he fhaU be deemed a traitor. 

Whofoever receavedi a prifoner’s horfe, or other goodes from anic, 
after it be known to appertene to lum, £b^ reftent tbem againe, and be 
reputed a traitour. . , ' - 

Yf anie traitor be apprehendei^ >aOd ftaudulendie enlarged, this 
offence is ttea&O } but yf he be brought to die Warden, the bringer 
of him fhaftjibe rewarded with v libf.v: 

* Not to fwell the appendix nsBeecflarily ^ did ab^A'is nven; the orduunees 
at large, dated Liaclndn ik Dec.,1448, may be found, in the boay^ of the Scotilh Lavra, 
MS. Harl. 470Q. ' 
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N" XVh . Extra 3 s from the Chamberlain^s RoU, anno 1449. 
RegiAer Office, Edinburgh* 

Note. Part of this Roil 4^9 

COMPOTUM Patricii Lawtnondfoun, Coronatoris de Cowell, et 
Rcccptoris firmarudi terrarum Domini Regis, infra Dominium de 
Cowell, Rcddit. apud Lkdithgw, die ultimo menfis Junil, Anno Dhi, 
&c. quadragefimo nono, de omnibus Rewptis fuis et expenfjs, per 
firmas et exitus di^rum terrarum Domini Regis, didti Dominii; a 
die vicefimo nono menfis Augufl:i Anni Dni, &c. quadragefimi Odtavi, 
ufquc in diem hujus Compoti. 

Idem Compotans oncrat fe inprimis de Iv f. v d. ob. pro Arierag; 
ultiAi Compoti, fui, ut patet in pede ejufdem. 

Summa Arierag: patet. 

Ittim, Idem Compotans onerat fe de xviii. li. de firmis terre de Dun- 
nune de duobus termipis infra hoc Compotum. Et de xiii. li. vi f. viii 
d* de firmis %!pie partis terre de GlcnrowcU, de didis duobus terminis 
infra hoe Compotum. 

Summa hujus Oneris xxxi li. vi f. viii d. 

Item, Idem onerat. fe de xliiii Martis pro firmis duarum partium dide 
t«Te de Gknrowell, de didis duobus terminis hujus Compoti. 

Summa hujus oneris patet. 

Item, idem bner^ fe de xxxi It. iiii f. iii d. de firmis terrarum quon¬ 
dam Duncani Lawmondfoun, tam in proprictate quam in tenandia, in 
manibus tegia exifeen. rationc warde, per mortem quondam didi Dun¬ 
cani, de duobus annis huius Compoti. £t de liii f. iiii d. de firmis 
terre de CoUart, : in manibus Regis cxiftentibus ratione warde, per 
mortem quondam Gilberti de Galbraith dc termino pcntecoftcs ultimo 
preterito. » 

Summa hujus oneris xxxiii li. xvii f. vii d. Summa tot: one- 
racionis preter arierag: Ixv li. iiii f. iii d. xliiii martis. 

Summa tot: oneracioms cum arierag: Ixvii li. xix f. viii d. 
ob. xliiii Marts. 

Et 
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Et non oncrat fc de aliquibus aliis wardis, rclcviis, maritagiis, finibus, 
aut Elchaetis; nec de Ciiriarum Suarum cxitibus, quia nichil plus accidit 
per tcmpus Coinpoti ut aflcrit Compotans in fuo Juramcnto. 

Expcn: Ejufdem. In gnmis alloc. Compotans per rcccptionem 
Roberti de Calentare pro Cuiftodia tdrris de Dunnimc, de anno Compoti 
xviii li. Et per rcceptioncm ejufdem Roberti de Calcntar de firmis 
tercie partis terre de Glendrewel, de duobus terminis hujus Compoti, in 
partem folucionis penfionis fibi aflignat. pro cuftodia Cailri de Dunber- 
tane xiii li. vi f. viii d. de quibus omnibus diftus Robertus rcfpondebit. 

Et allocat; eidem de firmis terrarum M'chorle Jacen. infra vici de 
Ergaile, que ell tcnentiia quondam Duncani Lawmondfoun, recept, 
per viceconiitern de Ergaile, de duobus terminis hujus Compoti, exif- 
tent. in manibus Regis, ratione warde, v li. vi f. viii d. pro quibus 
idem vicecomes refpondebit. 

Summa Expenfar. xxxvi li. xiii f. iiii d. Et lie rcllat xxxi li. 
vi f. iiii d. ob. 

De qua Summa Compotans dicit fe fatisfecifle Roberto de Calcn- 
tarc fupra difto, in partem pcnfionis fibi debit, pro Cuftodia Caftri dc 
Dunbertane, fub periculo Compotantis, Iv f. v d. ob. de quibus idem 
R obertus refpondebit. Et allocat Compotans per receptionem ejufdem 
Roberti, de firmis terre de Collart, in manibus Regis exiftent. ratione 
warde, ut fupra, Iiii f. iiii tl. pro quibus eciam idem Robertus rclpon- 
dedit. Et alloc, eidem per Iblucioncm faftam Roberto dc Levyng- 
ftoun, Compotorum Rotiilatori, ad Expen. Domicilii, per recepcio- 
nem clerici Regiftri, xxiiii li. xvii f. vii d. de quibus idem Rotulator re- 
Ipondebit. 

Summa hujus Alloc, xxx li. vi f. iiii d. ob. Et fic debet 
Compotans, dc claro, xx f. xliiii martas. 

COMPOTUM Nigelli Jacobi, Camerarii de Bute, et dc Arrane, 
reddit. Apud Linlithgw, nono die menfis Julii, Anno Dni, Ac, quadra- 
gefimo nono, de omnibus receptis fiiis et expenf. per firmas et exitus 
terrarum Domini Regis de Bute, Arane, et dc Cumbray, a die pc- 
miltimo menfis Augulti, Anni Dni, &c. quadragefimi Odlavi, ufque 
in diem hujus Compoti. Et fic ele duobus terminis infra hoc Com- 
potum. 

Idem Compotans oncrat fe, &c. &c. 

Expen. ejufdem. In piimis allocat Compotans per folucionem fac- 
ram duobus Capcllanis, cekbran. In Caftro de Bute, et in Capella 
Sanefte Brigide extra Caftrum, infeodatis ab Antique pcrcipien. Annu- 
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atim de firmis diftc Inl'ulc de Bute, duodecim libras quinque fuiidos 
ct qiiatuor dcnarios, inplenam Solucionem fcodorum fuorutn dc Anno 
Compoti, ut patet pcf literas diftorum Capcllanorum de recept. oncro-, 
fas fuper Compotum, xii li. v f. iiii d. Et Conftabulario Caftri de 
Bute, pcrcipien. Annuatim de firmis fupra diftis, pro fcodo fiio, 
quinque libras in plcnam Iblucionem difti feodi fui, de Anno Compori 
V li. Et Janitori difti Caftri, percipicn. Annuatim quadraginta foli- 
dos, pro fcodo fcio, in plcnam fclucionem dicli feodi fui, dc Anno 
Compoti xl f. Et Granitario dc Bute, pro fcodo fiio dc Anno Compori 
xl. f. Kt duobus Vigilibus, pro fcodis fuis per idem tempos, xiii f. 
iiii d. Et Cuftodi Inlule dc 1 .ittil Cumray, pro fcodo fuo per idem 
tempus, XX f. Et Camcrario de Bute et Aranc, pro fcodo I uo per idem 
tempos, vii li. Et Janitori, Granitario, duobus Vigilibus et Cuftodi 
dc Litil Cumray fupradidis, percipicn. Annuatim quinque Ccldr. fa- 
rine Avenaticc prec, Ccldr. xxii f. in plcnam Solucionem diiorum tcr- 
minorum Compori viii li. Et alloc, eidem, de firmis terre de Stow- 
logmor, et Donacione Regis fada Chriftino Lcche, ut patet per litcras 
Regis fub Signeto direft. Compotan. ufquc ad contrarium mandatum 
duratur: Als oncrolas fuper Compotum de Anno Compoti iii li. vi f. 
viii d. Et per alloc, fadam hulbandis Infularum dc Bute et dc Aranc, 
pro quadniginca Mailmartis receptis ab eifdem, de Anncr, &c. quadra- 
gefimo nono, et liberat. Roberto de I-.cvyngftoun, Compotorura Ro- 
tulatori, ad expenfas Domicilii Regis allocand. pro qualibet marta 
quinque folidos, x li. de quibus inartis refpondebit. Et de firmis terre 
de Barrone, AUocat., Johi Scot Curfori Dni Regis, in partem folucio- 
nis feodi fui, xvi f. viii d. Et eidem Johanni Scot, in Complemen- 
tum feodi fui dc Anno Compoti, -xxiii f. iiii d. F,t Eugenio Scot 
Curfori Regis, pro fcodo fuo de Anno Compoti xl f. Et allocar. 
Compotan. pro Agitacione didanim quadragint;-. Martarum de Bute et 
de Aranc ad le Torwood xx f. Et allocat eidem tie firmis terrarum dt 
Pcnycaftcl, Knokan, Rawneger, Correknokdow, Cranfcliant, Knokan- 
kelly, et Glaftere, aftignat. Willfno Stewart, pro Cuftodia Caftri dc 
Braithwik, de Anno Compoti viii li. xvi f. viii d. Et aIioc.at Compo¬ 
tan. per folucioneni faftam Roberto de Li vyngfloun Compotorum 
Rotulatori, ad expenf. Domicilii Regis, ut patet per literas ftias de 
recept. onerofas fuper Compotum xxxvi li. dc quibus refpondebit. Et 
allocat eidem per folucionem fadam Roberto de l.cvyngftoune Com¬ 
potorum Rotulatori, ad expen. Domicilii Regis ftiper Compotum per 
rcceptioncm Clcrici Rcgiftri xl li. dc quibus refpondebit. Et per foki- 
cioncm fadam Johi Stewart Vicecomiti de Bute, nunc defundo, pro 
fcodo fuo in Officio Vicecomitis dc Bute, pcrcipien. per Annum per 
Cartam Regis Robert! Secundi, pro tempore vite, Scxdecim libras 
trefdccim SoUdos et quatuor dcnarios, in plcnam folucionem feodi fui 
dc Anno Compoti, Jacobo Stewart filio ejus primogenito faten recejit 
fuper Compotum xvi li. xiii f. iiiid. Et per folucionem faclam prediito 
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quondam Johi Stewart, percipien. Afinnatim pro Guftodia Caftn de 
Rothiay qiiadraginta libras, in plenam (bliiciortem diifti Tcocli fui, do 
Anno Compoti, prefato Jacobo feten. recepr. fuper Coinpotum xl li.' 
Et allorat eidem* dr firmis terrarum de I-^che de Ka*-agill, duaruin 
Coiirrgithes, Pony rracli» Altgowloch, Macharmer, Achagallanc, cf 
Machirbeg, in Infiila de Aranr, occapat. per Reginalduni M‘Alex¬ 
ander, de Anno Compoti xiiii li. vi f. viii d. F,t alloc, eid. de firmis 
preiiid. terrarum prediftar. ocaipat j-ier diftum Reginald, que non 
tiierunt fibi alloc, dc Anno, &cc. qu.adragefimo Oftavo xl f. 



Item, Idem Compotans de Ordco onerat fc in primis, &'c. &c. 

E'.xpen. ejurdem. In primis allbcAt. per liberacionem I'adVam Ro¬ 
berto de Calentare, Capitaneo Caftri de Diinbretanc, in undecim ccl- 
tiris, et diiabiis bollis ordei, fibi venditis et deliberatis, de mandato 
Compotorum Rotulatoris, faten. mandatum fiiper Compotum, de qui- 
bus didlus Robertiis de C.alcntare dedit Compotum celura fibi vendita 
pro quatuor libris xi celdr. it boll, ordei. Et allocat Compotan. pro 
quatuor libris pccunie rccept. per Compotorum Rotulatortm pro una 
celdra ordei, i celdra ordei, pro quibus quatuor libris idem Rotulator 
refpondebit. Et pro ordco Gtaflfume terre de Scoulogmor, remifs. 
}ier Regem Criflino I.x:che de Anno Compoti, v boll, ordei. Et 
Compotan. pro fcodo fuo de ordco utrulque Infule, fibi ut aflerit An- 
niiatim per fuum juramentum debit, i celdr. viii boll, ordei. Et per 
remiflionem fadtam Johi Scott Curfori Regis, ex gratia ct elemofina 
ejufdem, de ordeo debito de terra quam liabet ad firmam de Anno 
Compoti, 1 boll, i f. oriiei. Et allocat eidem de ordeo grafilime terre 
dc Cranfehaunt, et dc Knockankcllc, vii boll ordei Wmo. Stewart. 
Er de ordco debit, dc terris quas occupat Reginaldus M*Alexander, in 
Infula dc Aranc, qui nichil vult Solvere Compotanti, vii boll, ordei. 

Summa Expenfar. &c. &c. 

Item, iilem Compotans de Male marts onerat fe inprimis de xxxvii 
martis, ii quartar. uni\is martc, pro Arrerag. uitimi Compoti fui, &c. 
&’ c. 

Expenf. e)iifdem. Inprimis alloc. Compotans per liberacionem fac- 
tam Roberto de Lcviiigftoune Compotorum Rotulatori, ad ulus et 
expen. Domicilii Regis, faten. Recept. fiiper Compotum xl. marte.s, 
pro quibus refpondebit; et pro feodo Conftabularii Caftri de Bute de 
Anno Compoti, ii martes. Et Janitori Caftri dc Bute, pro feodo fuo 
lie Anno Compoti, i mart. Et Camcrario de Bute pro fcodo fuo dc 
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Anno Compoti ii mart. Et dc terris afTignatis Willmo Stewart dc 
Anno Compoti ii mattes cum demid. marte. Et de terris quas habet 
Conftabularius Caftri, pro feotlo fuo dc Anno prcccdcntc hoc Com- 
potum, b quo nunc fuit fibi Allocat. i mart cum dimid. P^t de Anno 
hujus Compoti i mart cum diraid, marte, lit ex elemolina Regis, et 
confiderationc Atiditorum, Johanni Scot Curfori Regis, de terra quam 
Itabct ati firmam i marta. Et dc martis debitis dc terris quas occupat 
Rcginaldus M'Alexandcr, in Infula dc Arane, iiii marts et i quart unius 
marte. 

Summa Expenfarum Iv marte et iii quartar. unius marte. Et fic 
reftant xxxix marts et ii quartar. unius marte. 


COMPOTUM Johannis de Fiffc, Receptoris Reddituum et firmai um 
Domini noftri Regis, infra Vicccomitatus de Aberdcnc et de Banff, redd if 
apud Linlithgw die vicefimo tcrcio menfis Julij, Anno Dni, 6cc. qua- 
dragefimo nono, de omnibus Receptis fuis et .expenfis, per firmas, 
exitus et redditus terrarum Dni Regis infra diftos Vicccomitatus, a 
decimo fexto die menfis Septembris, Anni Dni, &c, quadragcfimi 
oftavi, ufque in diem hujus Compoti. 

Idem Compotans onerat fc in primis de 1 c. lix li. viii f. ii d. ob. 
pro Arrerag. ultimi Compoti fui, cum quibus fummis fuit oncratus in 
ultimo Compote fuo, in quo ncc expofuit, ncc fe in aliquo exontra- 
vit, ut patet in pedc difti Compoti fui. 

Summa Arremg. pattt. 

Item, Idem onerat fc dc xx f. de firmis terre de Kynnardy, rxifKnt. 
in manibus Regis rationc warde, dempta tcrcia debit, fponfe i) win- 
dam Gilberti dc Haia, et fecundis decimis debitis Domino Fpif- 
copo Aberdonen. de termino Beati Martini ultimo pietcrito, Et nunc 
dc termino Pentecoftes ultimo prettrito, qiioddicti quoiulam Gilberti 
heres viz. Andreas de Haya rccuperavit fayfinam ante Pentecoft. Et 
de xxxvi f. dc firmis terrie partis terre dc Rothybrilbane, que fuit 
Sponfc quondam Johannis Duncani in waida exiilent. dempt. fecunda 
dccima debit Dno Epifeopo Aberdonen. de Anno hujus Compoti. 

Summa hujus oneracionis Ivi f. 

Et Memorand. quod terre de Bochrum et dc Kyninmonde, jaccn. 
infra Vicecomitatum de Banff, funt dc proprietate Domini Regis, et 
quondam conccffc domino Wilhiio de Forbes, et nunc funt occupatr 
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per Dominum Comitem de Himtlc. Super ^uibus confulemliis c(l Rex. 
Et terrc dc Abifyheldy, que fiint dc proprieutc Re^gis, infra Viceco- 
mitatum dc Abcrdene, ct jacent in Stradce, et occupat. per diftiim 
Comitem. Et quod terrc de Blarcfchenoch valent annmtim Decern 
libras. Et unus Annuiis Rcdditus miinquamnta trium folidorum et 
quatuor denariorum, in Culanc, funt de propnctatc infra Vice- 

comitatiim de Banff,* per Efchactam quondam Dni WiUmi tic Linde- 
fay, et conceduntur Johi dc Alloway. ■ 

Summa totalis oncracionis, i c. Ixii li. iiii f. ii d. ob. cum 
Arreragiis. 


Expenfe ejufdem. Inprimis allocat Coitipotans per remlflionem 
fadtam per Regem Willmo de Setoun, de Relevio tcrraruin de Aid - 
meldrum, debit, per Saifmam datam Sponfe didli Willmi, xiii li. vi f. 
viii d. Et per remiflioncm fadam per Regem Domino Alexandro 
Comiti de Crawflirde, de relevio terrarum fuarum de Tulybrothocli, 
et de Tulynahilt ix li. Et per Ibldcionem fadam Roberto de Levyng- 
ftoune Compotorum Rotulatori, ad expen. Domicilii Regi.s, per Rc- 
ceptionem Clerici Regiflri I’uper Cothpotum, xxyi li. xiiii f. iiii d. de 
quibu.s refpondebit. Et allocat eidem pro feeundis Dfccimis quadra- 
ginta librariim dc tribus partibus rclevii terrarum,de Aldmeldrum pre- 
feript. debit. Dno Epifeopo Aberdortcn. iiii li. Et de duabus marcis, 
pro quarta parte relevii didarum terrarum dc Aldmeldrum,,fatisfaciet 
Domino b'.pifcopo Willmus de Setoub, et cjuij S^nfa. Et'allocat. 
Compotans {)ro fecundis Decimis debitis Domino Epifcojpp .^berHob'. 
de relevio terrarum de Uldny, pbr Saifinam Datam Reginaiuo dc Uldny, 
xxvi f. viii d. ' 

Summa Expenfarum liiii li. vi f. viii d. Et fic reftat i c. 
vii li. xvii f. vi d. 
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N* XVII. Letter James II to Charles VTI of France^ 8 Juh^ 

■ ;■ ;■ '■■ ^ ■; ■,1455* 

. - * 

Luc« D’Achmr five Colle^tio Veterum aliquot Scripto- 

rum, &c. tai^q npva^k pc la Barre. Parb 1723, fol. Vol. III. 
p. 801 *• ., , 

Jacobi Scoti® Regis ad Cardum VII Regem Francorum. 

CHRISTIANISSIMO et exccllentilTnno Principi, Carolo pei gra¬ 
tia Francorum illuftriffimo Rem, fratri, et confeedcrato noftro aman- 
tiffimo, Jacdjus eadcBt ^tia Rex Scotorumj cum recommendationc 
ac dilcftione votivis, felicitcf triumphare. Chriftianifllme Princeps, 
frater et confocderatt amantiflime, 'Ambafliatem noftram ad vcftnc 
Majeftatis pracfrtWam huperrimc dcftin^am, Reverendum vulelicet in 
Chrifto patrem Thoraam Epircopum Candid® Cafe, Toanncm domi- 
num Lirtdellay de By#b, noftfdm confahgitincum, et Joannem Arons 
Archidiacontim GWguenfcm, decretorum doftorem, noftros Confilia- 
rios intimc confi&s, cum fuis litteris crcdentiis, et diis ex parte noftra 
commiffis, ad eandem veftram Majeftatem credimus pervenifle; ac 
ipfam dc noftra profpcntate, et Regni noftri ftatu, potillimc vero de 
lebellionc JacobiOlim Comiris de Douglas, liiorumquc fratrum et com- 
plicium, deque ipforum ncfandiflimis proditionibus ct confpirationibns, 
contra noftram Majeltatera; de iis faltem, qu® ante ipforum ambaxia- 
torum receffum, per eofdem proditores gefta fiiere, ad plenum infor- 
mafle. VcrCim quia Veftram Chriftianiffimam Majeftatem de noftris 
votivis fucceflibus lertiper audirc, et certiorari avidarn fore cognofeimus, 
pnefati Jacobi, fuorumque fratrum et complicium, finiftros eventus 
iioviffimc reoirrentes, prefenti feripto duximus explicandos. 

Dum enim praefatt conlpiratores in fuis maleficiis, induratis animis, 
perfeverarent, nos ad caftrum dc Abercornc, quod didlo Jacobo per- 
tinebat, refpicientes, attendentes eriam qu6d illud nobis verifimiliter 
magis nocerc poterat, pro co qiiod Regni noftri pomerio de facile refifti 
poterat, idcirco illuc cum noftro exercitu, in hebdomada Pafchali, 
perfon^iter nos contulimus j ibidemque fixis tentoriis obfidionem fir- 
mavimus, et ab eodem non rcccflimus, donee infra unius menfis fpa- 
tium, turribus ejufdcm caftri percircuitum ex continue machinarum 
iftu collapfis, per infidtus, fcalas, et arma bellica, muros ipfius poten- 
ttr afeendimus j ipfiufquc adverlariis rcfiftere minime valcntibus, cc- 


• Apparentljr from the French archive*. 
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pitnus, cr ad teiram funditfis proftcmi fecimus. Prindpaks vcro re* 
belles, quiincodcm caftro invcnri fucrunt, poena fu^ndii jullificavi- 
musi cjEteris vcro minoribus, qui noftram milcricordiam inlplorabant, 
viiam gratiofe conceOlrnus. . , , i 

PraetatUs vcro Jacobus, nobis circa didti cafbi obfidioncm occupatis, 
vidcns fc auxilio et aiTifientia fubditbrum noftrorum. fidelium deftitu- 
tum, infra limites regni noftri expedarc non audcnS) p^KS Angliar, 
quatuor quinquc pcrfonis affociatuS, fc contiiUti tribUs. ifratribiis fuis 
ArchimbaJdo videlicet Comitc MoiHvias, Hugbne Comite de Or¬ 
monde, et Joanne de Douglas dc Balvanjr juniore, in fronteriis Mar- 
chiarum nollrarum verfus Angliam, in partibus videlicet dc Ofdaile, 
poft fe jreliftis; qui dum in eildem partibus depra^dationcs et homi- 
cidia in noftros fidelcs excrcerent, nobiles et fideles'noftri ejtridem 
patrite, in marchis et fronteriis r^ni noftri commorantes,. contra eof- 
dem infurrexcrunt, et ipfos viriliter inlcquentes ai^rehendcrunt. Sic- 
que primo ^ie menfis Maij ultimo pr^criti, imto dcthali confiidru, 
prasfati confpiratores terga nint dare coadli: ubi praefatus Comes Mo- 
ravijE cccidit mortuus^ cujus caput abfciQum ftatim nobisy in didta ob- 
ficlionc caftri de Abercorne cxiftentibus, per noftros fideles eft tranf- 
mifliim. Didlus vero Comes de Ormon(K> ibidem captus, et ad nos 
deftinatus, pa-na capitali extat condemnatus. Tertius vcro fratcr ad 
partes Anglise fe retraxit. 

Qiubus fic feliciter expeditis, caftrum dc Douglas, pra-fiiti Jacobi 
principale, et caftrum de Strathavanc, cstcraquc prafiiti Jacobi for- 
ralitia, per inhabitantes, qui noftram mifericordiam implorabant, ilubis 
I'linc reddita; et folo coaequata, except© dumtaxac caftro de .Trelc *, 
])er noftros fideles impnefentiarum obfeffo j quod Domino concedente 
in brevi obtinere fperamus. 

Sic igitur, diviiia difjjonente dementia, rebus prolpere fuccedentibus. 
Regno noftro, abfque quacumquc Baronum aut fubditorum noflrorum 
rebellione, feliciter prefidemus; prarfatis confpiratoribus extindis 
})eniriis, et exjrulfis. Hare omnia feribimus ad veftra; Majeftatis 
gaudiutn (ingulare ; quia qurmadraodum nos veftras Majeftatis hono- 
rem, et commodum, libenter ampledimur, fic camdem veilram Ma-? 
jeftatem vice miitua diligere nos, tt noftra, minime dubitamus. 

infuper V. Chriftianiflima; Majcftati inriotefcimus, ,qualiter per non- 
nullos fideles noftros in fronteriis marchiarum noftrarura contra Angli- 
cos commorantes, (qui notitiam, oppidi noftri Berlbitsf, per eofdcin 
Anglicos a longo tempore injuriole detenti, optiinc babere nofeuntur,) 
nierimiis informati, quod fi cum exercItu noftro, fubito et cxinopinato, 
illuc accedcremus, ipfum oppidum abfque difficukatc capre potuillc- 

* Trcfc. On the Dec GalToway. For the Aft* of Parliament, 1455, have milled 
the author, p. 231. ('rofe. or Cardonncl, may be confiilicd lor the ruins atTreif 
caftlc. t Berwik. 
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mus. Dumque circ» hujin rci excquutioncm noftram providential 
faceremus, accitiUt quod qmdnn) Ang^icus, qui in rrgnum noHrum ve* 
ncrat Tub Ogoftro 0 dvo coadudlut ct qui facramento magno adftriftus 
crae quod non'i^cder^ fine noftra licendia peeita et pbtenta, quaiudam 
etiam praefumptionem feu furpicatiotieni hidxins dc noftro propofito 
antediao, fubito ad partes Angliae fc contulitj ee noftrum propofitum 
praefatis AngUcis patefecit. Sicqiw. fa^um eft quod cum ad prsfa- 
tum oppidum cum exerefto noftro cojnofo venimus, fperantes Anglicos 
de noftro adventu ommsO M 3 k infeios, reperimus ibidem inimicos in 
armatonun numero copi(db» tarn per terram quam per mare, ad ejuf- 
dcra oppidi defenfionem cdnftuxtfte. Propter quod noftrum propofitum 
ilia vice ad eftedum peiducere commode nun poteramus: |ed ifto 
nonobftante, Divina favente dementia, aim adjutorio etiam veftra: 
Chriftianiftimas Majeftans, proponiimis brevi praefatum oppidum cum 
tali ac tanca provifume expugnare, quod inimicis prsedidis nobis re- 
fiftendi non erit plena facultas. 

Super qua materia^ et aliis noftrum bonorem ct commodum intime 
concernentibus, ordinavimus dUedum noftrum Hcrraldum Rothiftay, 
latorem praefentium, Aoftea intentione pkne inftrudum; cui ac etiam 
dits AmWlatoribus noftris tranfmUfis, fidem indubiam, ct expeditio- 
ncm celercm et gratiofam, a(||ift>eredig^tur veftra CbriftianilTuna Ma- 
jeftas, ftatemitafque carifllma memorata; quam omnium Regum 
Princeps dirigat a^ue regat. Scriptura Camburg *. Vill. Julij. 

* Edinburg. 


N* XVIII. 



APPENDIX. 


4 S 9 


N* XVIII. Forfeiture of ihe Dougltfes^ *455* Ms. Adv. Lib. 

A. 4. 7 *. 

COMTTES, magnates, f, Barones Comlt^um, et Buigo- 

Tum Commiflkrii, in Pariiamchto aptid fiurg^ dc Edinbui^h tehto, 
ct inchoato nono die MenBs Junii, Anno Domini jMUfefirao qua- 
dringenteiimo qulnquagefimo quinto, univerfis et fingtdis ad quo¬ 
rum notitias prefentes Yitcre pcrvcncriht, falutem in omnium Salva¬ 
tore. Veftrae univerfitati Notum fecimtis, quod cxcolentilfimus prin- 
ceps Domimis nofter, Dotninus Jacobus Rex Scotcorum illuftrifilmus, 
decimo die MenRs et anni predict, Cpram nobis in p'rctorio Bui^i de 
Edr. in parliamcnto prefeto, prefentari et periegi fecit qwfdam literas 
Summonitionis Capelle Regie, fub iigUlo oiBcit CancUiaiie diAi S. D. 
N. Regis, Sigillatas fufHcienter, et Icgitxime indor&tas, jacobo de;Li- 
vingftoune Vicecomlti de Lanark in ea parte diieAas, et fuo etiam Rgillo 
in teftimonlum exccutionis earund. ilgiUat. pro Summonitione Jacobi 
Dowglas, olira Comitis de Dowgjias,' &c. emanatas. Poft quarum 
literarum, et earund. ihdorfationis le^Skmin, diiEius Jacobus de Doug¬ 
las, virtute diftarum literarum legittime et peremptorie Summonitus 
fuit, ut luculenrer apparebat per produdionem quatuor teftium, viz. 
T.yon herald armorum Regis, Roberti de Broyfe, Henrici de Living- 
ftoune, et Roberti de D.ilyell, prodtlftorum per diftum Jacobum 
Livingftoune, et magno interveniente facramento aflerentium ipfbs 
prefentes fuille, vicefimo quarto die menfis Aprilis, anno predifto cum 
Jacobus dc Livineftoune executioncm debitam diftarum Literarum 
i'ummonitionis Capelle Regie fecit apud Dowglas, Strathaven, ct 
Crucem burgi de Lanark. 

Cum vero, di« 5 ta probatione rite et legittlme fefta, didus Jacobus 
dc Dowglas, fepe Vocanis ad Comparend. perfonalitcr coram di< 5 lo S. 
D. N. Rege, fuifque Regni Statibus, difto decimo die Junii in Par- 
liamento, ct at! Refpondend. difto S. D. N. Regi pro proditoriis mu- 
nitionibus ct fortificationibus turrium & fortaliciarumde Trevc, Dowg¬ 
las, Strathaven, et Abcrcornc } et pro proditoriis legiis ct Confedcra- 
tionibus, per ipfum Jacobum etiam faftis cum Anglicis, in Coronc 
Regie lefionem j et pro difta confpiratione proditoria, & infurreftionc 
cum multitudine armatorum gentium, hoftiliter et per modum guerre, 
prope burgum de Lanark, contra Regcm. Et pro ejufd. Jacobi 
prodiftoriis auxiliis, manutenentise Juifidens affiftentiis & fupportotioni- 

* A coUcAion by Sir Lewis Stuart in the time of Charles I. This copy mull have 
been taken by a very incorred feribe. f Procuratores i 
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bus, prcftitis et aclhibitis fuis fratribus, ct corum complicibus, in co- 
dum protiiftoriis Rcbellionibus, &c. per ipfos faftis ; et pro rapiis per 
ipfum faftis dc grangia Hcnrici Dni. Abcrnctlii, Julliciarii Dni Regis, 
ct pro didi Jacobi auxilio et I'upportatiope fait. Roberto de Douglas, 
in exhereditatione Regis, ct lucccflTorum fuorum, in quantum in ipfo 
Jacobo extitat, dc terris dc Strabrok, jure et hcreditarie fpcitantibus: 
ct pro incendiis et * * per ipfum Jacobum faitis luper 

Grangia dc Coliileti, et pro arte et parte incendiorum burgi dc Dal¬ 
keith, et rapinarum Bonorum Inhabitantium diitum burgum i et pro 
quam pluribus proditoriis Rcbellionibus, Criminibus, et tranfgrcflioni- 
bus, per diitum Jacobum contra Dominum noftrum Regem 5 cr 
fupra fuis legiis et Jubditis in Domini noftri Regis opprobrium et con- 
temptum, ac fuorum Icgiorum damnum immodicum, et gravamen, 
Commiff. ct perpetrat. 

Quum quidem Jacobus fepe vocatus non Comparuit, dcinde Lance- 
lotus lie Abernethie, prolocutor diiti Domini noftri Regis, ad proband, 
ct Clare deliberand. diitum Jacobum de Douglas Commififlc et per- 
petratVe prediitas traditiones in diverfis tranfgreflionibus predidtis per 
ipfum Jacobum perpetrat. produxit quam plures rationes, allcgationes, 
aita ct ftatuta Parliamcntorum, ct Jura Communia tarn Canonica quam 
Civilia in feriptis redaila. Quibus auditis ct intelleftis, poft longam 
Communicationem inter nos habitam, Comperimus didlum Jacobum 
prodidoriam Commiffifle traditionem, in omnibus articulis preceden- 
tibus prodidoriam traditionem tangen. juxta Ada et Statuta Parliamcn¬ 
torum, ac jura communia Canonica ct Civilia; ac ctiam ipfum Jacobum 
dc Douglas Criminofum et reum in omnibus aliis tranfgreflionibus an- 
tedidis. 

Tunc vero, remotis omnibus ct fingulis dominis Prelatis didi par- 
liamenti, ac ceteris Clcricis infra facros ordinis Conftitutis quibulcun- 

3 ue, datum fuit pro jutlicio, per os David Dempfter dc Carraldftonc, 
uilicatorem Curie parliamenti, quod didus Jacobus dc Dowglas pro 
didis fuis proditoriis Criminibus per ipftim perpetrat. forisfecit et 
perpetuo ct vitam, et a fe ct ab ejus hercibbus fuas terras, redditus et 
poueflioncs, fuperioritates, et oliicia, cum pertinentiis; et omnia 
bona fua, mobilia ct immobilia, ad ufum et utilitatem Domini noftri 
Regis fuorum fucceflTorum et aflignatorum hcreditarie pro perpetuo 
applicand. 

Poftea vero de mandato Regis * » * • * difto * * 

proprio pretata Beatrix probatam legitimam Executionem earund. 
dare approban. ail oftend. Domino noftro Regi Proditoriam munitio- 
ncm, ct fortiticationem, Caftrorum de Abercorne, Dowglas, ct Stra- 
thaven j et pro proiiitoria impofitione Rebcllium Regis in did. Caftro 
de Abercorne, et pro arte et parte incendior. Villarum de Kiqcavill, 
Bonytoune, et Warneftoune, ac arte ct parte Rapinarum ct depreda- 

tionum 
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tionum bonorum tcnentium ditftarum tcrrarum; « pro fuis proditorii* 
confiliisauxiliis ct fupportationibiis quam maximis [per eandem] Bcatri- 
cem adhibitis fuis filiis, Jacobo, Archibaldo, Hugoni, et Joanni de 
Dowglas, et eorum Gomplicibus, in corum proditoriis criminibus, et 
tranfgreflionibus perpetrat. tarn in contradiribus ct ligiis proditoric cum 
Anglicis, quam in aliis proditdriis adlionibus per ipios perpetrat. Pre*- 
didbaque Beatrice fepe' vocata, et non compwTnte> auditis igitur et 
declaratis ex ordinc nobis prediftis crimmibus> et aliis quam pluribus 
malcficiis, per ipfam perpetratis, comperifflus ipfara ComminUTe pro- 
ditoriam traditionem * * pro prediftis criminibus malefi- 

ciis ct tran^eflionibus, per diftam Beatriccm, ut premittitur, Contra 
Regiam Majcftatcm • * perpetratis, ipfam ream * * 

* * * ac vitam j tcrrarum, poffeflionum, ct bonorum, et fuo- 

rum omnium madiijfe* forisfalturam. Per os didti Judlcatoris Curie 
Parliamenti datum niit pro Judicio, quod difta Beatrix pro fuis prodi¬ 
toriis, et notoriis criminibus per ipfam perpetratis, forisfecit vitam, et ■ 
a fc et heredibus fuis, .terras, annuos reditus, ct polleffiones, fupcriori- 
tates, et officia, ac omnia bona fua mobilia et immobiUa didto Do¬ 
mino Regi, fuifque fuccefloribus affignatis, et hereditaric pro per- 
petuo applicand. et fic dictum fuit pro Judicio. 

IndiBione vero poll hoc difto, duodecimo JUnii, declarat. fuit etiam 
quod Arcliibaldus, pretenfus Comes Moravie, Commifliflet prodito- 
riam traditionem, in munitionc et fortificatione CaftrOrum de Lochin- 
dore, et Taman, contra Regem et I^es, et Statuta Regni, et di 61 :. 
ct fa£t. et quod CommiflifTet proditoriam traditionem, pro fuiS prodi- ■ 
toriis afliftentiis fupra diftis. Per os difti Judicatoris Curie rarlia- 
menti datum fuit pro judicio quod omnes et fingule terre, reditus, 
poflefliones, fuperioritates, et ofHcia, et bona mobilia et immobilia, 
di£t:i Archibaldi de Douglas, de jure [eflent] difti S. D. N. Regis,' 
tanquam fua P fchaeta} et cum iplb S. D. N. Rege fuifque fucceflb- 
ribus ct affignatis, remanere debent pro perpetuo. Et lie datum fuit 
pro judicio per diftum David Judicatorem Curie Parliamenti. 

Incontinen. vero Joannes de Douglas de Balvenne, frater germanus ' 
difti Jacobi de Douglas, oftenfis et intelleftis literls fummonittonis 
cjufd. legitime executis, et debits Executionc carund. fafta et probata, 
per teftes prediftos, et alif)s fide dignos, Vocatu-S fuit ad Comparend. 
coram Domino N. Rege et nobis, difto duodecimo die J unii. Summo- 
nitus fuit ad Comparend. difto die ad refpondend. fuper criminibus, et 
fingulis proditoriis tranfgreffionibus infra feript. viz. pro prodita muni- 
tione Caftri de Abercorne, ct pro proditoriis iigis ct confederationibus 
per ipfum Joannem faftis cum Anglicis; pro proditoriis ligis, crimi¬ 
nibus, fupportationibus preftitis et adhibitis Jacobo de Douglas, ct 

fuis 
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fui-s fratribus, ct conam proditoriis ct notoriis Rebellionibus per ipfos 
j>erpctratis. Qiio Joanne fepe vocato et non coniparcntc, Auditis 
teftilkationibus Coronc ac * * * * * tranf- 

greflionibus, prodi£loriam trailitionein: ct ip Turn Jotonem ctiafti rcum 
ct criminofuii) effe, ct fuifle, in certis trnminalibus adkionibus pre- 
didlis, perdidkum Joannem dc DouglaS perpetratis, Vitte, terrarum 
fuarimi, rcdciituum ct potTeflionum, ac bonorum mobilium et inuno- 
bilium JitdicnJ)e * forisfadkuram.. Et ip'fas terras, pofltffioncs, et om¬ 
nia mobilia ci immobilia, didko domino noftro Regi, fiiifque fuccclTo- 
ribus et afTignatb, hercditarie pro perpetuo appropriari debere. Ideo 
remotis CIcricis, prehtis, ut prcmittitur, per os didki Judicatoris Curie 
Parliamcnti datum fuit pro judicio, quod didkus Joannes Douglas dc Hal¬ 
ve nic forisfccit Vitam, et a Ic et fuis ha:redibus fuas terras, fuperioritates 
et officia, redditus et poffeflioncs, ac omnia bona mobilia et immobilia 
didko Domino noftro Regi, fuifque haaredibus et fuccefforibus, ct 
aflignatis, pro perpetuo appropriand. 

In quorum omnium et fingulorum fidem et teftimonium premiflbrum 
figilla noftra [appofuiraus.] Joannis Comitis Atholic. Georgii An- 
gulie Comitis. Malcfii Comitis dc Mentcith. Willmi Comitis de 
Errol Conftabularii Scotie. Joannis domini Lome. Thomae domini 
Erfkine. Colini domini Campbell. Patricii domini Grahamc. Willmi 
domini Sommcrvcllc. Alexandri domini Montgomerie. Roberti domini 
Maxwell. Geormi domini Leflie. Patricii domini Glamis. Jacobi domini 
Hamcltun. Andrea: domini lie Gray. Roberti domini Boyd. Willmi. 
domini Borthwick. Una cum figillis Jacobi de * • Willmi 

Haig dc Colibre, procurator. Joannis Comitis Roflle, domini Infula- 
rum: ct figilloMajori Joannis * .* * procuratoris Alexandri 

Comitis de Huntlie. Sigillum Communium burgen. de Hadingtone, pro 
parte Commiflariorum Burgorum in di£ko Parlianiento, prefentibus 
I'unt appenfa. Et ad plcnariam premiflbrum obedientiam, ligilia Re- 
verendorum in Chrifto patrum, Jacobi, Thoms, Thoms, Roberti, et 
Georgii, San£ki Andres, Dunkelden. Roflen. Dunblane, et Lefmoren. 
et Ecclefis Venerabilium in Chrifto Patrium Willielmi Prioris Sandki 
Andres, et nonnullorum Abbatum, prefentibus funt appenfa. Apud 
Edr. dccimo die Menfis Junii, Anno Dni Millcfimo, quundringente- 
fimo, quinquagefimo quinto. 
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N* XIX. Account Charge andDifchargCy of John Bifka/t 
Glafgow, Treafurcr to James lily for the Year 1474*. 

CHARGE. 

The compter’s charge for compofitions of charters, wards, marriages, 
cfchcats, remiffions, &c. for this ycre, extends to L. 3240:19:9 
Scots. 


D IS CHARGE. 

Expenfes for the King’s perlbn. 

L. s. d, 

Deliverit to James Homyl, the 13th day of Auguft, 4 elne 
of Franche blake, for a fyde gowne to the King, fra Wat 
Bertram, price 42 s. the elne, the fum - - 880 

Item, To James Homel, to buy 10 cine of fiiftin, to lyne the 

famyn gowne, price 3 s. the elne, - - - 1100 

Item, to James Homel, to buy graith for the King’s vellum 

doublet, - - - - - - - 0100 

Item, To Andrew Balfour, an half elne of graith to lyne the 

King’s fhort gowne, - - - - - 0120 

Fra the func, twa cine of quhite, to lyne twa pair of hofs to 
the King, price elne twantie pennies, fum, - - 034 

Item, Fia the famyn, an cine of black, to eke furth (to 

widen) the lyning of the King’s gown, - - o C o 

Item, Coft (bought) fra Will, of Carkcttel, be Androu Bal- 
fourc, and deliverit to Rob. Sheves, for three farks (fhirts) 
to the King, .3d .Septembris, 10 elne and ane half of fmaU 
(fine) holland cloth, price clnc 13 s. 4d. fum, - / O o 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 3d Septembris, and deli¬ 
verit to Rob. Sheves, 13 cine of fmall holland cloth, for 
three furks, and a curch (cap), price cine 12 s. fum, 7 16 o 
Item, Fra Thomas Brown, 4th Septembris, thre quarters of 

blew, for harnclTing to the King’s fadcllis, price 12 s. 012 o 
Item, Fra the famyn, an elnq of quhite, for the famyn 
twantie penies, - - - - - -018 

• From Borthwick’s Remarks on Briiilh Antiquities, Edin. 1776, 8vo: the only 
curious article in the work. 

Item, 
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Item, Fra Tom. Crown, for the famync hamefling,' an cine 
and a half of rede, price . _ _ - 

Item, Fra David Quiltitch’s wife, 3 unce of filk, for the 
famync, price of the unce 5 s. 

Item, Given to James Saddilar, for a faddil to the King’s 
trompis, coft be Androu Balfoure, fra the faidc James, 
price 45 s. - - 

Item, Given to a fkynner, 7th Septembris, for a lyning of 
lam-lkinnics, coft be Androu Balfoure, to lyne a go\vnc of 
chamlot to the King, price 34 s. 

Item, Era Thom. Msdcolme, an elne and ane half of quhite, 
for fate folcks to the King, price elne as. 

Item, Fra David Quiteheid, be Androu Balfoure, 5 cine of 
braide clath, to turfc the King’s doublatts and his hofs, 
price of the elne .18 d. 

Item, Given to Archibald of Edmonftoune, lath Septernbris 
to buy a pair of fourrs to the King, 4s. 

Item, To a child or the chalmer, 4 cine of braid clath for 
twa ftrks, price elne 3 s. 

Item, By the King’s command, 5 quarters of bukacy, for a 
doublatt to littill Bell, 10 s. 

Item, For braid clath to the famync, 18 d. 

Item, For a quarter of blak, to make a jakat to Bell, 8 s. 

Item, For a quarter of iatync, to bind Bell’s doublatt, 6 s. 

Item, Be Androu Balfoure, ao Oftobris, fra David Goldfmith, 
8 elne of fmall ribbons, tor the King, as. 

Item, Be the laid Androu, a4 Odlobris, fra Will of Kirketill, 
10 elne of canves, to mak Nikky and Bell a bed to lie on 
in the King’s chalmer, price of the elne 16 s. fum 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, be the faid Androu, ane elne 
and ane half of blak, for a pair of hofs to the King, price 
38 s..- - 

Item, Fra John Malcolme, a elne of quhite, to lyne the 
King’s hofs, price cine 18 d. . . - - 

Item, Fra David Quhitchdd, 3 Decembris, a elne of val- 
loufs, for two tippats to the King, price 55 s. 

Item, Fra Thome of Yarc, and deliverit to Archibald of 
Edmonftoune, 17 Decembris, a elne and ane half of val- 
loufs, for a fiue mantile to the King,^ price elne 45 s. fum 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, a4 belles of grccc, to lyne a tippat 
to the King, price of the bell 13 d. fum 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, be Androu Balfoure, ao Decembris, 
a bonet to the King, price 15 s. 


L. s. d. 
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1.. s. d. 

Item, For 2 hattis to the King, coft fra Kamles, price 20 s. 1 o o 
Item, Given to Sandy Balfoiire the fehevar, for certane clath 
fchorn be him to the King and the Quene, and the King’s 
filler, and the heufmen, fra Pafchc to Yule, (that is, from 
Eaftcr to Chriftmas), - - - --aoo 

Item, Given to a Ikynncr, for the lyning of lam-lkinnis, to 
the King’s jakat of fating, - - - 060 

Item, Given to James Homyll, 3 Januarius, to buy 3 elnc 

of gray, for lang fokks to the King, - - 050 

Item, Given to Will. Scheves, to pay for the lewingof the 

King’s farks, laid down by him before 3 Septembris, o 12 o 
Item, for filk to the famyne, - - - 030 

Item, h’ra I'home of Stanley, half an elne of black Sating, 

to cover an orifone bukc to the King, - - 0134 

Item, For a hat to the King, tane by Johne of Murray at 
Yule, - - - - - 0120 

Item, Fra ane elne and ane halfe of vclloufs, for a chefabcll 

to the King’s clofat, price 45 s. - - 3 7 6 

Item, Fra li'abell Williamfone, primo Martii, halfe ane elne 

of velloufs, to the King’s brigintynis, ^53. - 150 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 4 pyrnis of gold, for the King’s 

knappis to the harnelfing, price of the pyrn, 12 s. fnm 280 
Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 16 elne of Holland-clath, for larks 

to the King, price cine 10 s. - - - 800 

Item, Given to Robyne Huntar, 20 Junii, to buy a chymna 

to the King’s clolat, 18 s. - - - 0180 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, to the King on Pafche evin, a 

bonat, - - - - - 0160 

Item, For the King, 5 cine of ribbanis for his doublat, 034 
Item, Fra David Quhitcheid, for grene ginger, tane at divers 
tymes, be Kirkaldy and Will. Pringell, at the command 
of W’ill. Schevas, fen the comptar’s lall compt to the 26th 
day of Julii lall, - - - - z 6 

Item, h’ra Will, of Rend, 6 elnc of fmall braid clath, for 

covers to the King’s codbers, (pillows), price elnc 4 s. fum 1 .4 O 
Item, F'ra David Malwyne, three elne and ane halfe of gray, 

for a clok to the King, price elne lo s. fum - i 15 O 

Item, The 27th day of Julii, to a Flemyng of Brugefs, for 
certane potigarics, coft to the King be Maillcr William 
Shevas, Archdene of Sand Androis, - - 1270 

Item, Given Jame Broune fadillar, at the King’s command, 
the 26th Augulli, ane and ane halfe henry-noble of gold, 
to gilt a fmall harnelfing to the King, - - 200 

Itrm, 
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Item, Given to a tailyour that tnakes the King’s hofs, for 
certane lynin^, making, and tirher warkmanlhip, wrocht 
be him, as his bill beirs, prefentit to the comptar be An- 
drou Balfoure, 28 Augufti, - - - 4 13 6 

Item, Fra Ilabell Williamlbnc, 6 Octobris, 6 quarters of 
vellou.s, for covering of a fword and two tippats, price 
of the elne 3s. - - - - 4 to o 

Item, A pyrn of gold, for a fleawburn to the famyn, o 10 o 

Item, Given to Androu Balfoure, a feeding of a noble, to 

gilt a chaip to the King’s fword, - - 076 

Item, Fra Johne of Yare, 13 Od'tobris, ane elne of fkarlett, 

for a petticote to the King, - - - 2 10 o 

Item, The famyn tyme, fra Ifabell Williamfone, an quarter 
of rede crammafay vellous, for the covering of the liril 
bering fword, - •• - - too 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, 16 elne of fmall ribbajiis, for 

the King’s doublat fleifFs, price the elne 3 d. funi - 040 

Item, Fra Will, of Kerketill, 26 Oftobris, 4 elne and ane 
halfc of fating, to lyne a gowne of clath of gold to the. 

King, the quhilk was gevin to the heraUl of Inglaiule, at 
the palling of the ambafters, price elne 30 s. - 0 15 o 

Item, Given to Rob. Raa, 4 Novembris, fur certane glufis 
colt to the King and Queen, as a bill beri.s, fublcrivit 
with the King’s n.and, - - - 1 10 o 

Item, Fra Will, of Kcrkettil, 8 Novembris, ane tine of liol- 

land-clath, for nnichis (cap.s) to tlj<‘ King, O to o 

Item, Given to Gely Brulbur, 20 Novembris, for a b.ag, 

filk, gold, and werk dtereof, to the King, - 100 

Summa totalis, L. n 8 18 6 


Things tanc for tlie Ouenis perfon. 


L. s. d 

Imprimis, To Caldwell in here chalmei, to pay for paft’nis 

and corks, - - - - - 0120 

Item, To Androu Bdfoure, 20 Augufti, for livery gownes 
to fex ladies of the Quenis chalmer, at hen pafting to 
Quhitehcrene, 21 clntf of gray, fra David Gill, price of 
clnc 10 s. * • - - - 10 10 o 
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L. s. d. 

Item, Fra Henry Gaunt, aa Augufti, anc elnc and anc halve 
of fatyne, for turrats to the Qucnc, price of t!ie cine 
a6 s. 8 d. - - - - - 2 0 0 

Item, Fra Thome Malcolmc, 26 Augufti, 28 cinc of gray, 
to lyne the fex gowncs, price elne 14 d. fum - » 1: 8 

Item, Fra Will, of Kerkettil, the famyn tyme, 6 elne of 

braid clath, to the famyn gowncs, price elne 18 d. fum 090 
Item, Fra famyn man, the famyn tyme, 3 elne and anc halve of 

blak, for a Aiding gowne to .the Qncnc, price cine 36 s. fum 660 
Item, Fra the famyn, 3 elnc of velouls, for the collars and 

Aciffs of the gentill womans gowncs, price cine 55 s. fum 850 
Item, The famyn tyme, fra the faide Williame, 3 elne and 
ane halve of vellouls, for tlie Quenis gowne, price cine 
55 s. fum - - - - - 9126 

Item, Gevin to a Acynner of Strivclingc, for a dufane of. 

glufFs to the Quene, - - - -060 

Item, Be Androu Balfoiu-c, fra Will, of KerkettUl, twa cine 
and anc halve of blak, for a clok and capitc bern for the 
Quene, price cine 36 s. fum - - - 4 to o 

Item, Twa elne and ane halve of Scotts black, to lyne tlic 

famyne clok, price elne 5 s. - - - 0126 

Item, Three quarteris of blak, to fulfil forth the lynyng of 

the Quenis gowne, - - - - 039 

Item, Fra Androu Moubra, 8 elne of braid clath, 6 Oeftobris, 

to < over a baith fate to the Queen, price 2 s. 6 d. the cine 016 o 
Item, Fra the lamvn, 3 elne of braid clath, for a fchete to 

put about the Qiiene in the baith fat, ju ice elne 3 s. fum O 9 o 
Item, Fra Il'abcll Wiiliamfone, be Sandy Wardropare, in 
abfence of Aiuirou Balfoure, 5 Novembris, 5 quarters of 
black, for hofb to the Quene, t)rice elne 40 s. - 2 10 o 

Item, B<- Anilrou Balfoure, fra David Quhitchrid, 3 Decem- 
bris, 7 elne of cramac y fatyne, for a kirtele to the Quene, 
anil to cover her bonats of tyre, price 3 1. 10 s. fum 24 10 o 
Item, Gevin to a linyth of Leith, for a chimney to the Quenis 

clolitt, - - - - - otSo 

Item, for band-ledder to the Quenis furring of her gloves, 050 
hem, Fra Henry Cairit, be Androu Balfoure, 17 Aprilis, 

5 cine of criliy gray, j)rice of the elne 30 s, to lyne a 
gowne of blak tlamr^k to the Quene, fum - 7 lo o 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, 27 Aprilis, anc quarter of blew 

vellous, to cover the Quenis ftirrup irons, - O 15 o 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 7 Maii, and dcliverit to Caldwell, 
halve ane elnc of double tartan, to lyne riding collars to 
the Queen, price - - - - 080 

voi.. I. s i 4 Item, 
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L. s. d. 


Item, For 5 cine of finall braid clath, for two hed fchets, 

price of the elne. 4 s. - - - 100 

Item, Gevin to Caldwell, 22 Junii, to buy 2 baflings for here 

chamber, - - - - - 0126 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 2 elne of fatyng, for tippats 
and collars, and deliverit to Caldwell, price elne 30 s. 
fum - - - - --300 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, ult. Julii, half ane elne and half 
quarter of fatyng, for the Quenis bonat of tyr, price elne 
30 s. - - - - - 0189 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 26 Augufti, half ane cine and 
halfe quarter of blak, for 2 pair of hofs to the Quene, 
price cine 34 s. - - - - 113 

Item, Given to heed futor, for the Quenis fchonne, fra Saint 

Jelys day* was a yere, to the 21ft day of Septembre, 700 
Item, Fra Will, of Kerkettil, and deliverer to Caldwell the 

famyn tyme, ane elne of fatyne, for ftomoks to the Quene, i 10 o 
Item, Fra Roger of Murray, the halve of 5 quarters of 

vellous, for a tippat to the Qwne, price cine 50 s. 1113 

Item, For armync, to lyne a ftomok to the Quene, - 150 

Item, To Thome Skynnare, for 26 belles of grece, to lyne 

a tippat to the Quene, price - - - j 6 o 

Item, For making the tippat, and two ftomoks, - 030 

Item, For a mefs bucke to the Quenis alter, at her command, 

by Captain John Cat, - - - 10 13 4 


Summa totalis, L. 113 i 6 


Things coft for my Lordc the Prince. 


L. s. d. 

Imprimis, To my Ijjrde Printe, 28 Augufti, from Robert 
Nut, 5 elne of holland clath, for farks and muchifs, price 
elne 10 s. fum - - - - 2 10 o 

Item, Fra Thome Malcolme, ultimo Augufti, 5 quarters of 

quhite, to lyne a cot to my Lorde, - - 020 

Item, Fra Donald of Kyle, 3 quarters of broune for a coat, 

price cine 30 s. - - - - 126 


Item, 


• 1 Sept. 
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Item, The famyn time, fra Thome Malcolme, 3 elnc of 
quhitc, for his credilc, and ftuffe perteynyng thairto, price 
elnc 2S. - - - - - 0 60' 

Item, Gevin to Androu Balfourc, laOftobris, to buy la 
cine of lyning for a fchets to my Lord's nurifs, - 010 4 

Item, Six cine of fmall braid clath, for his fchets, price 4 s. 

fum - - - - -140 

Item, tertio Febniarii, for anc elnc of quhite, to be hofs to 

my Lorde, - - - - 030 

Item, From Thome of Stanly, a elnc of launc, for my 

Lordes muchifs, price elne las. - - 146 

Item, Fra Thome of Yare, ane elnc of Carfaye, - o 13 4 

Item, 30 Febniarii, for ane elne of quhite, for my Lorde 

Prince’s pettycote, price 4 s. - - - 040 

Item, Fra Dick Foreftare in Leith, 3 duianc of Eftland burds, 

for my Lorde’s chalmer, price of the dufane 15 s. 250 

Item, To my Lorde Prince, for his farks, 3 elnc of braid 

clath, tanc fra Ifabell Williamfone’s fone, price elne 4 s. o i a o 
Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, quarto Aprilis, two elne and 
ane halve of Franche brounc, to cover my Ixirde’s cradile, 
price elne 30 s. - - - - 3150 

Item, For 4 elne and ane halve of tartane, for a fparwort 

aboim his credill, price elne 16 s. - - ajO 

Item, F-levin elnc of braide clath, for farks and fchets tane, 
fra Ifabell Williamfone, to my Lorde Prince, price elne 
4 s. fum - “ 240 

Item, h'ra Will, of Rend, to bind my Lord’s courtings, ane 
and a halve quarter of biikrame, - -10 

Item, h'or 8 elne of quhite, to my Lord, for blankets, 

price of the elne 3 s. - - - - 140 

Item, Be Androu Balfoure, fra Thome of Yare, 28 Junii, 

3 elne and ane halve of Inglis ruffat, for a gowne to my 
T./)rd the Prince’s nurifs, price elnc 24 s. - 4 4 d 

Item, Ten elne ot’quhitc fuftiane, for b^kets to my Lorde, 
tane fra Will, of Rend, price cine 2 s. 8d. fum - 400 

Item, 12 cine of braid clath, for a pair of fchets, tane fra 

Will, of Rend, juice elne 2 s. 6 d. - - i 10 o 

Item, To my Lorde Prince, fra Will, of Kerkettill, 5 cine 
of braid clath to his fchets in his cradill, price 2 s. 6 d. 
fum - - - - - - 0126 

Item, Fra Will, of Kerkettill, 26 Julii, 8 elne of holland 
clath, for larks and muchifs, price elnc I os. - 400 

s s s 2 Item, 
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L, s. d. 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfonc, fexto Oftohris, 2 cine of 

fatyne, to his cot, price elne 36 s. - - 3 i2 o 

Item, Fra the famyn, ane elne and ane half of blew tartane, 

to lyne his gowne of a clath of gold, - - 1100 

Item, Twa cine and ane halve of quhite, for a night-cot to 
him, - - - ---050 


Surama totalis, (Prince), L. 41 i 8 
. (King), n8 18 6 

(Queen), 113 1 6 


Sum total of the three accounts, L. 273 1 8 
Due to balance, 2967 18 1 
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N® XX. Edward IF to Dr, Legh his embajfador in Scotland^ 
1477. Vefp. C. XVI, f. 121. 

R. 

MAISTER Legh. Where as our brother and coufin the king of 
Scotts defireth a mariage to be had, betwixt our brother of Clarence 
and a fuftre of the faid king of Scotts; And another manage alfo to 
be had, between our fuftre the Duchefle of Burgoign, and the Due of 
Albany his brother; Ye ftial fay, that forfomoch as this defir procedeth 
of his entier love and affeftion anempft us, we thanke hym as hertily 
as we can. And forfomoch alfo as, aftre the old ufaige of this our 
royal me, noon eftat ne perfon honnorable communcth of mariage 
within tlie yerc of their doole. We therfor as yit can not convenientely 
fpeke in this mater. Nathclas when we Ihal finde tyme covenable, 
we fhal feel their difpoficions, and theruppon (hewe unto hym the fame 
in all goodely haft. 

Item, where as we have other tymes addrefled our lettres milfives 
unto Sir Robert Conftable, for rcftitucion of the gootis of Thomas 
Yare, we nowe have fent for hym, by prive foal, to come unto us in 
his own perfon, and to ftiewe caufc why the faid reftitucion is not doon. 

Item, in the matier concernyng the robbery of the tenaunts of Sir 
John Carlill, and other of th’ obciflance of our faid brother king of 
Scotts, ye foal fay that we have written unto our brother the Due of 
Glouceftre, wardeyn of our weft marches, that he lhal lee due reforma- 
cion to be had, according to right and cuftomc of the faid marches. 

R 
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N* XXI. From the old chronicle at the end ofJJ'^nton, ms. 

Reg. 17 D XX. 

A. D. 1400. Difcefit bifchop Walter Traile of Sanft Androls, 
and the nixt yer folowand was the batell ftrykin of Nelbyt muir; and 
that famyn yeir was the ferd mortalyte. 

1402. Was the batell of Homyidone; and the nixt yer folowand 
was the batell of Schrewlbery and Coklaw. 

1405. Was the defceas of king Robert the Thrid. 

1406. W as the brinnyng of S tirlyng. 

1413. Begane the univerfyte in Sanft Androis. (The batell of 
Hairlaw 1411.) 

1419. Was the paffage of 'the erle of Buchan, and Wigron, in 
France; and that famyn yer was die dry fomer; and the nixt yer 
folowand was the fyft mortalyte, the qwhilk was callit the Qwhew. 

1421. Was the batell of Bolgee, 

1423. Was the coronatioun of James the firft, and of his fpoufc at 
Scone. 

1433, And in the moneth of Julij, Was the blak liour generall. 

1436. Was the firft fege of Roxburgh be king James the firft : anil 
the nixt fafteryngs ewyn he was flaync in Sanft Jonftoun, be the eric of 
Adiolle’ fone and air, and Robert Grayme, tratours, and thear com- 
plices. 

1436. Was the coronatioun of king James the fecund with redo 
fcheik, callit James with the fyr in the face, he beand bot fax yer al<f 
and ane half, in the abbay of Halyrudhoufc, quhar now his banys 
lyis. 

1439, ‘l*^**' fumniyr, for the boll of meill was for xxiiii s. 
and the boll of malt for ii merkis, and the boll of quheit for xxx s. 
and mony deit for hungyr. 

1440. Was hedyt erle Wilyem of Dowglace, and David his brother, 
and Malcom Flemyng lord of'tummernald, James the fecund beand 
Juftice. 

f45i. Began the univerfite in Glaf^, purcheftbe bifehoip Turn' 
bull. And that ilk yeir was the firft pardon of Glafgow, of full re- 
miflloun, as in the yer of grace, and Icftyt four moncths, purcheft be 
the famyn bifehoip William Turnbull. 

1454. Deit that bifehoip Wilyem Turnbull, to quhomc fuccedit 
bifehoip Andrew Durrifdur. 

1460, And thrid day of Auguft, deit king James the fecund at 
Roxburgh, be the brekyn of on his awyn gunnis, at ftraik him to 

deid. 
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deid, at the fecund fege of Roxburgh; and he was crddit in Halyrud- 
hoiifc. On the fandl Laurence day, nixt folowand the deces of James 
the fecund, was king James the Tliride his fone crownyt in Kelfo, he 
bcand ancht yeris of eld ami ane Italf. 

(i4''i3. Jhone of Dowglacc was flayne in Edynburgh, and er!«; 
James his brother was chafyt in Ingland.) 

1469. J ames the Thrid of Scotland, the xiii day of Julij, was maryit 
in Halyrudhoufe in gret dignite, with Margaret with the king’s 
douchter of Norway, Dafic, and Swafie, and Denmerk: and that 
(amyn ycir was banyfyt the lord Bowde, and Schir Alexandur, lord 
and knycht, was hedyt in Edynburgh. 

(1463. Alexander duke of Albany was tane on the fe be the Inglifti- 
men, and honorabilly deliverit for the inltance of his brother king 
James be king Edward in Ingland.) 

1471. Drownyt the bifehoipis of S.and Androis’ barge. 

1479. King James the Thred banyfit Alexander his brother, duke 
of Albany: and paifyt in France, and was maryit that; and after that 
come in Ingland, and maid his rcfidence with king Edward of Ing¬ 
land. And than the king of Scotland gart fege Dunbar the Dukis cal- 
tell, and the lord of Bunterdaill was capitane, and he and his Hall away 
be the i'e, and fo the king gat the caftell. And that ycr was mony 
wechcs and warlois brint on Crag Gayt; and Jhone the erle of Mar, 
the king’s brother, was flayne becaus thai faid he faworyt the weehes 
and warlois. 

1480. Raife ane gret wer betwix Ingland and Scotland ; and that 
yer the erle of Anguys with gret power of Scotts paflyt in Ingland, and 
brynt Balmburgh, and lay thre nytis ami thre dais in Inglami. And 
that yer was gret tempeft of wedder, for ane gret llorme began at 
New ycir day, and leilyt qiihill the xxvi day of Marche: the morn 
after our hidy day in lenterin the ftorme brek. And nixt Beltyn day 
aftir was ewill beltyn day. 

1482. Thar was ane gret hungyr and deid in Scotland, for the boll 
of ineill was for four jninds; for thar was blak cunye in the realm, 
ftrikkin and ordinyt be king James the d hred, half-pennys, and three¬ 
penny pennys, innumerabill, ofcoppir. And thai yeid rwa yer, and 
mair. And als was gret wer betwix Scotland and Ingland, and gret 
diftniclioun throw the weris was of come and catell. Ami thai twa 
thyngs caufyt b.ayth hungar and derth, and mony jnir folk deit of hun- 
gar. And that lamyn ycir, in the moneth of J ulij, the king of Scotland 
purpofyt till haif paflyt in Ingland with the power of Scotland, and 
paflyt on gaitwart to Lawdyr ; and thar the lords of Scotland held thar 
confaill in the kirk of Lawder, and cryit downe the blak fllver; and 
thai flew ane part of the king’s houfald, and other part thai banyfyt: 
and thai tuke the king himfelfi and thai put him in the caftell of 

Edynburgh 
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Edynburgh in firm kepyng, for he wrocht mair the confaell of his 
houfald, at war bot fjnnpiU, na he did of thame that war lordds. And 
he was haldyn in the caftell of Edinburgh fra the Magdalyne day 

3 uhill Mlchaelmefi. And than tli^ vn&all grew better chaip> for 
te boU that was for finir punds was than for xxu s. of quhyt 
film. 
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N* XXil. Pacijicalion nf Blacknefs, (April 1488.) Records 
of Parliament, Regifter Office, Edinburgh *. 

THIR ar the articles, uppone the qtihilk our Soverain I.ord fall gif 
commifTioim under his gret fcle to the lordis underwritten, That is to 
fay the Bifchop -of Aberdcn Chanccllar, the Erlis of Huntlie, Erole, 
Merfchiale, Lord Glammys, and Alexander Lindcfay, to comonc 
conclude and end with thir lordis followantl, That is to fay the Bifchop 
of Glafgvv, the Erlis of Angus, Ergile, l.ord Halls, l aird Lile, the 
quhilkis lordis fall haft'c full commilTioun of my Lord Prince, and of 
all the lordis being with him. 

In the firll, to coinone and conclude that the Kingis hie honor, 
eflate, rialc autorite, be cxaltit, confervit, and borne up; at he may ex- 
hers juftic'e univerfally to all his liegis in all the pertis of bis realm. 

Item. At his maift noble perfon be at all tymes in honor, fecuritie, 
and licdome; and at thar be prelatis, erlis, lordis, and baronis, and 
ulheris perfones of wifdomc, prudence, and of gud difpofition, and 
unfufjieft to his hienes, and cvinly to all his liegis, dayly about his 
nobil perfoun, to the gud giding of his realme and lieges. 

Item. That all the perfons being about my Lord Prince, that has 
in tym bygane done difplefl'our to his hienes, mak honorabile and 
agreabile amendis to his hienes, be the wifdome and difcrctione of the 
laid lordis, thar liffis, heretage, and honouris except. 

Item, That the Kingis hienes fall gitf honorabill fuftentatioun and 
levin to my Lonl Prince his fone, at the confulcratione of the faidis 
lordis. 

Item, At wife lordis, and honorabill perfons of wifdome and dif- 
cretioun, evinly and of gud difpofitioun, fal be dayly about my Lord 
Prince, for the gud governance of him, and fecurite of his perfon in 
his tender age. 

Item. To avifs, comone, and conclude, how my Lord Prince fall 
in all tymes to cum be obedient to his faider the King, and how that 
faiderly luff and tendernes fall at all tymis be had betwex thame. 

Item. How the lordis and uthir perfons being about my Lord 
Prince fall haf our Soverane Lordis favoris, and grace, and hertly for- 
gevinnys; and thar perfons to be in fecurite, as bell can be divilit be 
the laid lordis, for cny difplcffour done to the Kingis hienes in ony tym 
bygane. 

• Firll publifhed by Dr. Henry, in the appendix to his fifth volume, 4to; but it 
had efcaped the author, who little expefted any thinjj new in the worthy doftor’a 
compilation from trivial authorities. It reftifics a millake in this W'ork, that the 
prince “was not then in the h.ands of the peers, 
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Item. At my Lord Prince fall tak in hertlie fevoris all lordis fpiri- 
tual and temporale, and all utheris perfons that has ben with the Kingis 
hienes in confale, or uthir fervice, now in this tyme of trublc. 

Item. At al difcentions and difcordis, now ftandand or beand 
betuex any lordis or gret baronis, of baith the pertis, fal be drawin be 
the wifdome of the faid lordis to unite concord, fa that luff and favour 
may Hand ymangis cure Soverane Lordis liegis. And peax to be had, 
and juftice to proced j and fpccialy betuix the Erie of Buchain and 
Lora Lile, &c. 

Signed by the king’s own hand, and prefented in the firft par¬ 
liament of James IV. 
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N“ XXIII. Prefeni State of the Scotijh Records. 

Art. I. Curfory View of the State of the Records of Scotland, tranf- 
mitted to John Pinkerton, Efq. 5 July, 1796*. 

In obedience to M'. Pinkerton’s Letter of the ult®. I have con- 
fumed the principal part of feveral days in going over what Notes I 
am polTeffed of, in making enquiries at the different offices, and in 
examining the ftate of our various Records j and now tranfmit to him 
in the following pages the information which I have obtained. 


RECORDS OF PARLIAMENT. 

THE oldeft volumes of the Parliamentary Record are in a ftate fo 
frail, from the waftc of time, and want of proper care, that, unlefs 
the iitmoft attention is paid in turning over the folios, parts of tJiem 
are apt to be loft by the operation. About five years ago, I ex¬ 
amined every leaf of the three or four firft volumes j but fince that 
time the Keepers, by the dcfirc of the Lord Clerk Regifter, prevent 
them from being handled: and M'. William Robertfon is at prefent 
employed in making an Accurate Copy of them, that they may not 
be entirely loft. 

I'he firft three Books of the Parliamentaiy Record are bound up in 
one Volume. The two firft of thefe Books, which contain a part of 
the Regiam Majeftatem, and Afts of Robert III, James I, II, III, arc 
not original, but have been copied in 1487. The Genuine Records 

• This paper, by a William Anderfon •writtr or attorney in Edinburgh, imperredl 
as it is, may give the reader Tome idea of the fubjeft. Of iJie curious and important 
Chamberlain’s Rolls Mr. A. obferves, “ independent of their being in much diforder, 
they arc covered with dull, 1 might almoft fay buried in it.” And after the expenfive 
erceiiun of that fplendid edifice, the new Regifter Ofiicc, the following remark may 
furprize. “ It is a great pity that fuch a valuable CollciHion of Recouls Ihould, in a 
maimer, be rendered entirely ufelefs to the public, by the expence attending the in- 
fpeiUon of them, by the ftate in which they are kept, and by the want of a fmall 
fund, to recompenfe the perfon who would undertake to examine them with attention.” 
The expence indeed is enormous, to judge from this attorney’s bill, which exceeded 
I'welve Pounds, (not Scotiih money but fterling,) for a trilling labour, which in 
England would have been held richly recompenfed by three or four guineas. 

As the importance of national records is extreme, there ought to be in every country 
a literary infpeftor of the records, independent of the juridical arrangement, to attend 
to the prefervation of the more ancient, and publilh curious extrads. 
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of the Scots Parliament commence with the 3“* Book of this Volume, 
in the Reign of James III, Anno 1466, and go down to the year 1474. 
From this period, to the diflbJution of the Scots Parliament by the 
Union of the Kingdoms, the Record appears to be pretty entire. 
There are in all thirty fix Books, bound up in twenty fix volumes, all 
written on good paper and well bound. Of thefe however the four/- 
teenth Book, which mult have contained forac proceedings of Parlia¬ 
ment in the minority of James VI, is miffing. 

In the general Regiftcr Houfe there are alfo preferved fcvcral buntfles 
of Looje Parliamentary Records-, for inftance Commiffions to Parliament 
in laft Centufy, and debates in Difputed Elcdions, &c. Befides the 
volumes above-mentioned there are fome Decreets of Forfeiture in Par¬ 
liament, in Annis 1685, & 1690—5. 

There are alfo feveral Records of the Committee of EJlates, during 
the Common-wealth and Protedtorate : but for want of binding, their 
Condition is fo bad, that they cannot be properly looked into. 

RECORDS OF SECRET COUNCIL. 

Of this Record there are a confiderable number of volumes; feveral 
of which are depofited in the General Regiftcr Houfe, in the cuftody of 
Meff". Robertfons—others of them are kept in the Jufticiary office 
by M‘. Norris. The oldeft, as M'. Pinkerton obferves, commences 
June 1545, and ends 2“ Auguft 1547. Many of them however 
are loft. 


GREAT SEAL RECORD. 

The oldeft Record of Charters, &c. paffing the Great Seal, which 
is now known to exift, is a Roll of Robert I, about the 1316*. There 
arc, as I am informed, twelve of thefe Rolls, fome of which have 
only about twenty, others one hundred and twenty charters. They 
are all written on parchment: and the Charters they contain are granted 
by Robert I, David U, Robert II, and III. 

The firft Book of this Record is bound in red turkey; and contains 
about three hundred and twenty charters: fome of them granted by 
David II, from the 33', to the 41“, year of his reign, and others 
granted by Robert II. 

The fecond volume contains charters granted by King James I; but 
the Record of very few of his Charters has been preferved. It alfo 
appears that the greateft part of the Charters by James II, and III, 


* A Scoticifm forthejMr 1316. 
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have been loft. Thofe granted by James IV, on the contrary, leem 
to be complete; for there arc Regiftrcd Charters, which have been 
granted in every year of his long reign, which is far from being the cafe 
with thofe of his predcccflbrs. A good many alfo of thofe granted 
by James V have perilhed. Queen Mary's feem to be tolerably entire; 
and from the reign of James VI downwards, it is thought the whole 
are extant. 


PRIVY SEAL RECORD. 

The Privy Seal Record, in the General Regifter Houfc, confifts of 
about ii6 volumes. It begins’ in the year 1499; and ends about tlie 
middle of laft century. 

This Record is a great repertorium of curiofity; and from this 
fource the accurate narrator of fads in hiftory might reap fuperior ad¬ 
vantages, as almoft every tranfadion within ,the kingdom, wordiy of 
the fmallcft notice, was in thole times the objed of a Royal Ixttcr. 
Every improvement in fcience, every invention tending to comfort or 
utility, was made the fubjed of a patent under the Privy Seal, fo that 
by the Inveftigation of this Record the introdudion of many of the 
arts into this kingdom, fuch as printing, &c. might be clearly afeer- 
tained. 


RECORDS OF SESSION. 

Prior to the inftitution of the College of Juftice, 1537 * there were 
itinerant courts, which adminiftered Juftice in different parts of the 
kingdom. The oldeft Record of their decreets begins in Od'. 1478.— 
I'hele are continued down pretty regularly, till the Court was eftabliflicd 
in its prefcnt form. Only a few of'the Ads and Decreets of the Court 
of Seflion have been loft;, but it is fuppofed they will never merit the 
inveftigation of .an Hiftorian, being exceedingly voluminous, and re¬ 
lating to nothing but the adjuftment of private right. 


RECORDS OF JUSTICIARY. 

Thcfe volumes prefcnt much entertainment to the reader, who docs 
not ferioufly refled on the Angular oppreffion of the Criminals, parti¬ 
cularly the poor Witches. The firft volume commences 18 November 
1524. But die reafons and arguments, and narration of fads, very 
feldom appear in the Record, tiU towards the conclufion of that cen¬ 
tury. One or two volumes towards the beginning arc wanting. 

EXCHEQUER 
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EXCHEQUER RECORDS. 

There arc depofited in the Rcgifter Office, under the Cuftody of 
the Clerks in Exchequer, the Rolls of the Charaberlsun’s Accounts, 
from I3a6 downwards, to the Amount of about 220, in a pretty regular 
feries *. There are not any other very old Records in their pofTeffion. 
But the MelT*. Robertfons have the charge of many documents pe¬ 
culiar to Exchequer ( fuch as, The Record of Signatures beginning in 
1561, proceedings in the Court of Exchequer anno 1584, Rentals of 
the Royal Property, as fer back as 14795 Accounts of Cuftoms 1510 5 
Accounts of the Army and Houfehold Expence, 15 ii, &c. 

CHANCERY. 

Befides Retours of fervices preferved in Chancery, there are therein 
kept what arc called the Rejfondee Books, which' fpecify the Sums due 
to the Crown or Prince, at the entry of an heir, &c. &c. and collefted 
by the Sheriffs of the different Counties. Thefe commence anno 1587. 
The Retours commence about the year 1547: but there is a great 
Chafm from 1549 to 1600; and the Record is very irregular, as many 
Retours, of dates both prior and pofterior to 1547, have been, and 
ftill are, recorded in thefe volumes. 

By Decreet of the Court of Seffion, the Record of Charters paflTing 
the Great Seal was feveral years ago removed from this Office, and 
placed under the Charge of the MclT’. Robertfons. 

ADMIRALTY. 

There exift Records of this Court, from 1^97 downwards, in good 
Condition, which are kept, for the greater fecurity, in the General 
Regifter Houfe. One or two volumes prior to that date have perilhed. 
The Court, as it at prefcnt ftands, was eftablilhed anno 1681. 

COMMISSARY. 

The Records of this Court are preferved from the period of its in-^ 
ftitution. At Icaft it was eflablilhed, in its prefent form, by Queen 
Mary’s Gift of the S*** Feb’" 15635 and the firft Minute Book w the 
Record commences 3 May 1564. 

It is imagined that the Records of the more antient Confiftorial 
Courts were either carried off, or deftroyed, at die Reformation. 

'• The Treafnrer’* and Comptroller’s Accompts probably commence about the year 
1424, when James 1 inftituted the foimer office. 

Befides 
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Befidcs thefc there are Records of Safines, Bonds, Hornings, Ad¬ 
judications, Baptifms, Records of the General Aflembly, &cc. But 
which, it is fuppofcd, cannot be very beneficial to the Hiftorian. 

Perhaps I might add that a very confiderable degree of accurate 
information might be obtained by perufing the dilftrcnt chartularies of 
Ancient Monafteries, which are to be found in the Lawyers library, 
and elfewhere j fuch as that of Aberdeen, Dryburgh, Arbroath, &c. &c. 
but the expence neceflarily attending inveftigations of that nature will, 
I am afraid, for ever prevent their being performed. 

Art. II. Extraft from The Cafe of Sir James Johnftone of Wcfterhall, 
Baronet, claiming the Titles, Honours and Dignities of Marquis 
of Annandale, &c. Prefented to the Houfe of Lords, 1794. 

Refpedting the prefent State of the Public Records of Scotland. 

Before ftating the Evidence concerning the Relation of Matthew, 
the firft of the Claimant’s Line, to the Family of Annandale, it is 
proper to oblcrve, that although the Records of Scotland, in fo far 
as concerns Charters, Safines, and Rctours, arc now very regularly 
kept; yet it was not till the year 1617 that an aft palled, appointing a 
Public Regifter to be kept for all Safines, Reverfions, &c. and declaring 
the fame to be inefFcftual againft third parties, unlels recorded therein, 
within 60 days. 

And with refpeft to the Regifter of Retours, it was not the praftice 
in more ancient times to lodge them in chancery, they remained in 
the hands of the private parties ; and the firft Retour appearing in the 
Records of Chancery is dated 1“ February 15471 but there were many 
Retours expede after that period, which do not appear in thefc Records. 

The Records of the Great Seal, in which Charters were inferred, 
were more regularly kept, but it frequently happened that the Parties 
carried away their Charters, before they were entered in the Record j 
and though they fometimes brought them back afterwards to be re¬ 
corded, yet very often they did not, and the time of bringing them 
back was various; fo that Charters are not always recorded in tlie 
Books according to their dates, but thofe of a prior date arc frequently 
inferted after thofe of a pofterior date. 

It is material in the prefent Cafe to obferve, that the Book, which 
has been numbered IV, of the Records of Charters, ends with a Charter 
dated the ay'** June 1452, and the Book now numbered V, begins with 
a Charter, dated the 5'* Auguft 1458; fo that a part of the Records 
has been loft, as there is an interval of fix years, in which no Book 
now exifts, in which Charters are found recorded. A few are found 
in Book V. which though dated during that bterval, are inferted among 

pofterior 
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pofterlor Charters; but only two of thefc arc dated preceding January 
'1458, one dated 25“’ Oftobcr 1456, and another dated 6*'' December 
that year. 

It was only by an'ad iS'** July 1672, that a Regulation was made 
appointing all Charters, &c, which pafs the Great and Privy Seal, to 
be regillercd in the Regifters of thefc Seals before the Seals be appended 
to them, and fuch Regiftration to be marked thereon by the writers to 
the different Seals. 

The Privy Seal Records are not prefervedof an older date than 1499. 

The Signer, properly fpeaking, has no Record. It is the place 
where the Original Signatures or Warrants of Charters ought to be 
depofited, but none of thefc are to be found prior to 1607 j and thefc 
Signatures often remained In the private Cuftody of the Keeper of the 
Signet, and pafling to his Reprefcntatives, were generally loft. 

The Record of Safines begins in 1617, in terms of -the ad of P>ar- 
liament before referred to. 

The Records of Parliament are very imperfed, and many Books 
are wanting, particularly about the period of 1455. 

The Records of the Privy Council, are not jirefcrved further back 
than 1545, and fubfequent to that year many intermediate Books are- 
wanting. 

The Record of Signatures in Exchequer begin in i'66i, and although 
fome of an older date are preferved, yet they are few in number. 

This imperfed ftate of the Records, is partly to be aferibed to neg¬ 
ligence j but it is alfo certain, that a great part of the ancient Records 
of Scotland, were carried to England by Oliver Cromwell; and it is 
Hated in the Report of the Court of- Seflion to your Lordfhips, 27*" 
February 1740, that when the Regifters, which had been carried to 
England during the ufurpation, were fcnt back to Scotland by Sea 
after the Reftoration, no left than Eighty five hogiheads, which in a 
Storm were taken out of the Eagle Frigate, and put into another veflel, 
were all of them loft by the wreck of that veflel. 

With refped to ancient Deeds in the hands of private Individuals, 
befldes the Lofs of many in the Calamities of War and Domcftic 
Commotions, and by various otlver Caufcs which prevent the prefcrva- 
tion of Private Papers, it became Icfs an objed in Scotland to prefcrve 
old Deeds and writings after the Ad of I*arliamcnt had pafled in the 
year 1617, by which it was declared that 40 years undifturbed poflefllon, 
upon a Charter and Safine, fhould be held as a complete right to Lands, 
unlefs in certain cafes excepted. 

The greateft deficiency of the Records of Charters and Safines and 
Retours, is found to be in thoft prior to the year 150a 
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N* XXIV. Agreement in Parliament^ between the Queen 

Dowager and the Livingftons, ^ Sep^ * 439 * Crawford’s 

Peerage p. 276*. 

THIS Appoyntment, made at Strivylihe, the furd Day of the 
Moneth of September, the Yher of our Lord m.cccc.xxxix, propor- 
tis, that it is accordit betwix a right hye and mighti Princcfle, Jehane 
be the Grace of God Queen of Scotland, on the ra part, and Sir Alex¬ 
ander of Liyingfton of Kalentar, Sir William of Cranfton, Knightis; 
James of Livingfton, Son and Heir to the laid Sir Alexander, and 
John of Livingfton, Brother to the aforefaid Sir Alexander, on the 
tother part, with the Avyfe and the Conftnt of the thre Eftates, beand 
thare in the general Counfele, there halden and gaderit, in fourme and 
manner eftcr folowande. That is to faye, In the firft, touching the 
Declaracion of the Fame and Worlhip of the forcfaids Perfons, for the 
Reftriftion of the faid Princefs’Will and Liberte, made be thaym and 
their Afliftance. The faid Princefs, with her Counfele, has ripely 
examinit, and difculTit, the Caufes and the Motyvis, be the whilks the 
forfaid Perfons w^ ftirit to withdraw the forlaid Liberte fra hir, and 
has confident, ai)^: knawlegcs, that what thing the faids Perfons did 
in that Matter touting hir, thai did it of gude zele and motife, and of 
grcte Truth and Lcaute thk was in tftam, bath td our Soveryne Lord 
the King and his and to the &id Princefs in hir Worlhip: and 

in that Matter and iD utheris, ScjhdiW^pties,. haldes,, and truftis, .tham 
all, and thair A;^l!^ce tharin, bid“ wl® ^d trewe to hir, doand that 
thing as trcw lieges aw to do fprdiair Soveryne Lord, and . hir 
Eftate and Worlhip, and nane utherwylc. Item, touching the De- 
claracione of the Fame and Worftlhip of the faid Princefle, die fore- 
faid Sir Alexander,, Sir William, James and John, and thair forefaid 
Alliftcntes, declaris and knawk^s in thair Ikaute, that thair withdraw¬ 
ing of whilk Liberte Ira hir, and that thai did in that Matter, was nought 
done in Vilany, na for Vilany, harmc,.na Sclandre, to hir Perfonne, 
na for na Lak, Cryme, na Fautc, that thsu, or ony of thaim, will or 
knewc to hir Woman hedc, but ancrcly for the Satcte of owr Soveryn 
Iford, the Worfchip of Mr Perfone, and the Common Gude of the 
Rcammc. Atour for fa mikle as the faid Princcfle, be the occaflounc 
of whilk withdrawing of Liberte fra hir, confaved gtiefe and dilplelance 
again the faids Sir Alexander, Sir William, James and John, and thair 

* This curious paper was omitted in its proper place, and ought to have beea- 
noticed in the text under this year. 
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Aflifl-antcs, confidcring that whilk thing was done of glide zclc and 
motif, as before is declared, Scho has remittit, and removes, all the 
faide grief and. difpleafance, that fcho confavit agayn thaim or ony of 
tbaim, for the forefaid Caufe, af onj other done or faid in time be- 
gane; and forther out forth that the faid Princefle had fulle declara- 
efone, and varry witting of trouth and leaute, that was and is in the 
forfaid Sir Alexander, and all the other Perfones for written, in mare 
appert takin ofTraifte and haitlinefs in time cummyng, fcho has, be 
the Avyfe of the faids thre Eftates, committit to the laid Sir Alexan¬ 
der’s keping our faid Soveryne Lord the King, hir derraft Son, unto 
the time of.his Age j and lent to him, for his Refidence for the laid 
tyme, her Caftel of Strivylyne, and aflignit to the faid Sir Alexander, 
to the uphald of our faid Soveryn Lord, and his Sidris, in the forfaid 
Cartel, to his faid Age iiii” Markis of the ufuale Monee of Scotlande, 
the whilkis war afignit to hir be the faid tlirc Eftates, and for the fame 
Caufe. Alfua the faid Princefle fal have accefle to vifit our faid 
Soveryn Lord hir Son, in the faid Place, with unfufped: Perfonis, at 
hir liking, as is accordit betwix thaim. Item, for the mair fikernes, the 
faul Princefle fal mak fic Lordis as are hir Men and rctenewc, at the 
defyre of the faid Sir Alexander, and of the Perfonis beforwritten, gif 
the forlkid Sir Alexander and Perfonis thair Letters under thair Sealis, 
that gif the faid Princefle cumniis in the contrar of ony of the Ap¬ 
pointment accordit in this'Writ, that thai fal nought aflift to hir, na 
be in contrar of him, na of the faids Perfonis in tha. Materis j but crar 
with him and them, .in the fulfilling thereof. And the faids Lordis, 
that are Men and Retenew to hir, .fal be oblyft in thmr faids Letters, 
that thai fal nouther do na fay, to the faid Sir Alexander, na to die 
faid Perfonis, na thair Alfiftcnts, aa procure to be done, na fay to him, 
na thaim, Schamc, Vilany, nw Harme, in ony wyfe for the forfaid 
Caufe. Item, gif it happms, as God forcBide, that our Ikid Soveryn 
Lord deceefe, or that he cum to his faid Eld, the fmd Sir Alexander 
fal reflave the forfaid PrincelTe in hir forfaid Cartel frely, with mony, 
or Fewc, at hir PJefance ; likeas he is oblifte to hir of before be his 
Letters. Item, give it happenis the faid Sir Alexander to decefe 
within the faid Age of our forfeid Soueryn Lord, his faid Son and 
Ayr, and all the Perfons forwritten, or that fal be in the faid Cartel, 
fal be oblifte to delyver the faid Cartel freli to hir, togidder with our 
laid Soueryn Lord, withoutten obrtaklc or demande at hir defyre, and 
alking, outhcr be hir worde or her Letters under hir Sclc: fa that nOuthcr 
the faid Sir Alexander, Sir William, James and John, be nought the 
neirar the Decde, be the mienc of Ae faid Princefle, hir Procuracione 
or Servants. To the whilkis all and fundry things forefaid, leleli and 
truili to be kepit without Fraude or GUe, the faid Princefle and Sir 
Alexander, Sir William, James and John, the haly Evangclis touchit, 

has 
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has geven thalr boclilie Aiths: and the faid PrincclTc and Sir Alexander 
has enterchangeably to this Writ indentit, fet thair Seeles> togidder' 
with the Seeks of reuerendes Fadres in Crift, John, John, John, and 
Michael, be the Grace of God Bilhopis of Glafgu, Murreve, Rol% 
and Dunblane, for the part of the Clergy} and the Signet of ahyc 
and might! Lord William Erl of Douglas, havand the force and the 
effedt of his Seek; the Seek of a Noble Lord, Sir Alexander Lord of 
Gordon, procurit be the Lord of Crcchton Clmncellar of Scotland for 
him, in abfcnce of his own Seek, and for the faid Lord of Gordon 
for himfclf j and the Seek of a Noble Lord, Sir Walter Lord of Dirl- 
ton, for the part of the Barouns; and the Seeks of James of Parcle, 
Commiflareof Linlithgu, and of a venerable Fader ih Crifte, David 
Abbot of Cambufleynneth, procured be William of Cranfton Burges 
and CommilTare of Edinburgh, and Andrew Rede Burges and Com> 
miffare of Innernes, Day, Year, and Place, before writen, *for the 
part of the Burrows. 
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N** XXV. Declaration of the Parliament concerning the 
faughter of Douglas., tz fune 1452*. MS. Advocates 
Library, W 6. 44. 

Dcclaratio Triutn Rcgpi: Statuum Parliamenti, pro Regc, dc morte- 

Comiris de D. 

PRELATI, Duces,, Comite^ M^nates, Proceres, Barones, Cm- 
tatum et Burgorum Commil&rii, tres Regni Status rcprcfcntantes, in 
parliamento apud burgum de Ed. xu“ fie menlis Junii, Anno Dni.. 
M" iiii* lii, tento et indioato, prefentes,’ Univerfis et fingulis perfideli- 
bus, ad quorum notitias prefentes literas pervenerint, Salutemitj omnium 
Salvatore. Sereniflimus Princeps, Jacobus Dei Gratia Scotorum Rex, 
in dido fuo parliamento prefedens, alTeruit ad ejus devenifle notitiam, 
quod certi emuli et rebelles fiii, extra et infra regnum fuiim, famam 
luam denigrare et blafphemare conantes, temere et inique alTcrere mo- 
liuntur, eundem Supremum Dominum nodrum Regem quondam Wil”. 
Comitem de Douglas, fub fpeciali refpeduatione j-, et certis aliis fecu- 
ritatibus,.occidiire. (^am blalphcmiam idem Seremffimus Dns. nofter. 
molefte ferens,-. Tres Status regni fui,. in dido |p 3 iSraaito prefentes, 
inftanter requifivit, ut ad fuam innocentiam declitfandaqi fiiper pras- 
miflis, ac etiam fuper occafionibus, cauffs, et motivis, mortis difti 
Comitis, veritatem inquirerent •, et defuper expreCam Declarationem, 
ad futuram rei memoriam, fub antedido documento conficere vcllent. 
Tres vero Status praedidi,. attendentes prsefatam requifitionem tarn 
juftam, quam potens in odore bonte quam Mus et Sdis blaf- 
phemiis extat * • gaudaidi, ad inquifitionem pnemilTorum, digefta et 
magna maturitate, procedentesi ac proptcrea ad partem, et extra 
prefentiam prasfati Sereniffimi Principis, quatlibet pars didorum Trium 
Statuum, dimittendo et in fingulis domibus fibi affignatis confedendo, 
<•0 examinationes defuper facientes, tandem ex dark depofitionibus et 
reladonibus magnorum baronum, precipuorum militum, et nobilium,. 
in magno numero, coram tribus regni Imibus defuper examinatorum,, 
Clare Conftitit, et Probatum Extitit, quod prsefatus quondam W. dc D, 
fe refpeduationem.aliquam, aut aliquas, a dido eximio Domino Rege, 
die prccedente mortem fuam, illis refpeduationi et fecuritatibus, corara 
multitudine baronum, prtecipuorum militum, et nobilium, exprefie 

• This paper was not traniinitted till the Appendix was almoft printed.. For fane 
account of the m s. whence it was copied fee the Appendix te Vol. II. 
f ReJ^Suatif, a fafe-conduA. Du Cange in voce. 
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renunciavit. Et defuper ex Uteris, et evidentiis multis, figillo quondam 
didti Comitis figillatis, in Parliamento perleftis, ac aliis Claris deduc- 
tionibus, et probationibus, apperte conftitit dc Ligis et Conipirationi- 
bus, per diftum Comitem cum certis Rcgni Majoribus, in oppreffionem 
et offenfam Seren. Regia: Majeftatis fadlis et initis j ac rebcllionibus 
publicis per ipfum, ac fuos fratres et complices, fre^enter perpetratis. 
Nccnon poll: multas perfuafiones dukes, tarn per Regem, quam per 
diverfos barones, et proceres, ad complacend. et afliftand. Regem 
contra/uos rebeUes, eidem W°. Comiti die mortis fux; fadas; obftinatia 
tarn perpetua, per cundem W. Comitem Sereniflimo Domino Regi 
oftenfii, (et aliis maleficiis per eundcm etiam compertis,) occafionem 
mortis fux procuralTe et dedilTe videtur. Tres igitur Status prtedidi, 
pra;mi(lis attends, Exprefle Declarant prasfatum Seren. Dom. Regem 
nullam refpeduationem, aut aliam fecuritatem, in morte didi quondam 
W. Comitis infrcgifle.feu violaflc. Ac etiam, ex prmdidis Conlpira- 
tionibus, Ligis, Rebcllionibus, et Maleficiis, in contemptum et olFcn- 
fam SereniflimjB Regite Majeftatis, inverecunde per eund. W. comitem, 
et fuos complices, nequiter geftis, ct perpetratis, occafionem mortis 
fuac procurafle et dedifife. In cujus Declarationis fidem et teftimo- 
nium, &c. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLVME. 







